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PARLIAMENTARY HISTORY 


O'F 


ENGL AN D. 


* che Sixth of that Name, ſucceeded 
do the Engliþ Crown. In this 
ESSE Prince did center all the Hereditafy 
— Titles that were ever made to that 
Diadem; and, it is obſervable that this Claim was 
contrary to an Act of Parliament, which im- 
2 King Henry VIII. in Failure of all his own 
ſſue, to ſettle the Crown on whom he pleaſed by 
his laſt Will (a). In Purſuance of which he be- 
queathed it to the Iſſue of his younger Siſter Mary, 
the French Queen, afterwards married to Charles 
Brandon, Duke of Suffolk. Queen Elizabeth might 
therefore have fixed the Succeſſion, no Doubt, 
excluſive of the Scotch Line; but ſhe was too 
juſt a Princeſs to do, or ſuffer it to be done: 

or did the Suffolk Family ever think fit to 
make any Stir about their Claim. Indeed, it would 
have given a much deeper >tain to the greateſt 

Vol. V. A Ble- 


( 4) See Vol, 3+ P · 196. 


FF TER the Death of the laſt The Aceeſfon of 
Queen, James King of Scotland, King James I. 


An. 1. James J. 
1603. 
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Blemiſh of che late Reign; not only to deſtroy the 
Mother, but diſinherit her whole Poſterity. On 
the contrary, by ber dying Words, ſhe left 
bet. Kingdom to her neareſt Kinſman James; 
and, on her Demiſe, he was immediately pro- 
claim'd King of England, Scotland, Qc. with the 
uſual Ceremonies. 

The new King made his Progreſs from one Ca- 
pital to the other, with all convenient Expedition; 
and, on the 25th of Juh, St. Fames's Day, Anno 
1603, this King and his Queen, Anne of Denmart, 


vere crowned at Weſtminſter, with great Solemnity. 


To leſſen the Joy that might then be felt by 
both the Scotch and Engliſhß Nations on this happy 
Union, a dreadſul Plague broke out in London this 
Year; which, in a ſhort Space, carried off from 
that City and its Confines, above Thirty "Thou- 
ſand People. This infectious Diſtemper prevented 
the King and Council in their Intentions of calling 
a Parliament, fo ſoon as it was uſval on a new Ac- 
ceſſion; and, it was not till the Beginning of the 
next Year that the Writs were ſent out for ſum- 
moning one to meet at H#/e/iminſler, on the 19th 
of March, ſtill in the firſt Year of this Reigu. 
But, at the ſame Time, a Proclamation came out, 
containing ſome Injunctions for Electing Members in 
the Houſe of Commons, which though unufual, pre- 
ſcribes a Method, which we think not unworthy of 
being followed in this, or any, ſucceeding Parliament. 

Mr. Rapin tells us, (4). That this King openly 
avowed, That the Privileges of this Nation and 
Parliament were ſo many Uſurpations, or at beſt, 
but revocable Conceſſions of the Crown; and that 
he had formed a Defign, to free both himſelf and 
Succeſſors, from the Reſtraint which the Laws, 
Cuſtoms and Privileges of the Engh/b Nation had 
laid upon his Predecefiors. In the firſt Parliament 
he called, he takes upon him to preſcribe what Sort 
of Members ſhould be elected, both in the Writs 
and in the Proclamation; not by way of Exhor- 
tation, as former Kings had done, but by way of 


18 Com- 
(5) Rapin's Hiſt, of England, Vol, II. p. 163. Fol. Edit, 
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Command, and as Conditions without which they An. 1. 


ſhould not be admitted into the Houſe.” 

The Whole of this Aſſertion is borrowed from 
a Work entitled, A Detection of the Court and 
State of England, during the four laſt Reigns and 
the Inter- Regnum, by Reger Coke, Eſq; (c) This 
Author goes further than even Rapin thinks fit to 
copy; for he boldly tells us, That there never 
was ſuch a Prelude to the Meeting of a Parliament, 
by any of the Kings of England, either of Saxon, 
Daniſh, Norman, or Britiſi Race.” Theſe Parlia- 
mentary. Enquiries do prove this to be falſe; by 
ſeveral Inſtances of Inſtructions, for influencing 
Elections before this Time, much more open than 
this before us. Particularly, ſo late as the Reign 
of King Edward VI. when, beſides Inſtructions 
ſor chaſing a new Parliament, the King ſent Let- 
ters to the Sheriffs, and actually named the very 
Men they were to elect (d). | 

To prove Coke's Aſſertion, that Author hath 
given us a ſhort Abſtract, from a long Proclama- 
tion for calling this Parliament ; but, how unfairly 
quoted, will beit be ſeen by publiſhing the Whole 
of it from the ColleFion of Public Acts. From 
whence, it will plainly appear to every impartial 
Reader, that it contains nothing but wholſome 
Admonitions to the People of England, to elect 
fach Members as were molt likely to ſerve them. 
It is well known that one Paragraph pick'd out of 
a Book, or other Writing, may be much prevari- 
cated; like ſeveral Texts of Scriptere, which, 
without the Coniext, may be turned into Blaſphe- 
my. But, we ſubmit the whole to the Reader's 
Judgment, in its own Language and Orthogra- 
phy; obſerving that the Part Cote and Rapin only 
make uſe of, is particularly marked in /ralics, to 
ſhew the Integrity of thoſe Hiſtorians. 


A 2 The 


(e) Three Vols. 8vo. Lo don, 16:4. Vol. I. p. 34. 
(d) See the Letters Mandatory of Edward VI. and Mary, in 


our Third Vol, p. 265, and 377. 
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An. 1. James I. The King's PROCLAMATION touthing the 
1603. PARLIAMENT. (e) 


6 EE have before this Tyme made 

; * known to our Subjects uppon dyvers 

== King's Pro- ©. Occaſions, that we have receaved ſo great Con- 
—— tentment in their generall Conformity and Sub- 
miſſion to all ſuch Courſes as might beſt eſtabliſh 
the Poſſeſſion of this Crowne, according to the 
Right of our Succeſſion, as it would ever nou- 
riſn in us an earneſt Deſire to ſhew our ſelves 
careſull in all Things to preſerve their greateſt 
Affection and to anſwere that Expectation, 
* which by their joyfull Maner of Receaving Us 
* Wee perceave they had conceaved of our Go- 
© vernment, whereof as We well knowe that 
Princes cannot yield more generall more cleare 
or profitable Proof to their People, then by re- 
dreſſing Abuſes wherewith they fynde their Sub- 
jects juſtlie grieved, either in Conſtitution or 
Admmiſtration of their Laws in beeing, or by 
ſeeking to eſtabliſh newe Laws for them agree- 
able to the Rules of Juſtice, whenſoever Tyme 
doth diſcover any Defectes in the former Policy, 
or when Accidents in the State of any Com- 
monwealth requier newe Ordinaunces ; - ſo 
ſeeyng both theſe Things, which are of ſoe 
greate Moment in a State, have accuſtomed to 
be conſidered and ordered, as in this ſoe in other 
well governed Commonwealthes by a lawfull Aſ- 
ſemblie of the three Eſtates of the Realme, com- 
monly called the Parliament, wee were defirous 
to have ſummoned them long ſince for that Pur- 
poſe, if the Infection, reygning in the Citie of 
London and other Places of our Kingdome would 
have permitted the Concourſe of ſoe great a 
Multitude into one Place as that Aſſemblie 
muſt neceſſarilie brynge with it; which great 
Contagion being nowe, by the Goodnes of God, 
abated, and likelie as We hope, to be ſhortly quite 
extinguiſhed in and about the ſaid Citie, We 
| * have 
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(e) Rymer's Fadia, Tom. XVI, P. 561. 


© have reſolved to hold a Parliament at our Citie An. 
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of Meſtminſter, as ſoon as We ſhall find that the 
ſame may be done without the Perill aforeſaid; 
in which, as God knows that We have nothing 
to propound for Satisfaction of any private 
Deſier or particular Profit of our own, but 
meerly and only to conſult and reſolve with 
our loving Subjects of all thoſe Things which 
may beſt eſtabliſh the Publicke Good, with the 
Generall Safety and Tranquility of this Realme, 
on which it had pleaſed God to multiply ſoe 
many Bleſſings; ſo to the Intent that this Aſ- 
ſemblie of oure Parliament, being grounded up- 
pon ſoe ſyncere an Intent on oure Parte, may 
be matched with a like Integrytie on theirs, and 
as it is the firſt in our Reigne, ſo to be founde 
not only worthy of the high Title it beareth to 
be the higheſt Councell of the Kingdome, but 
alfo to be a Preſident for hereafter of the true 
Uſe of Parliaments, Wee have bethought our 
ſelfe of as many Waies and Meanes as may be, 
to prevent thoſe Inconveniences, which daylie 
riſe and multiply by the perverting of thoſe 
auncient good Orders which were deviſed, by the 
Wiſdome of former Times, to be obſerved in 
Calling of Parliaments ; Amongſt which, be- 
cauſe there is no one Poynte of greater Conſe- 
2 then the well choſyng of Knightes and 

urgeſſes, whoe as they doe preſent the Bodie 
of the thirde Eſtate ; ſoe, being eligible by Mul- 
titude, there are often many unfitt Perſons ap- 
poynted for that Service, and where it is ſoe 
well knowne to every private Man of Wit and 
Judgment, much more to Us who have had ſoe 
nge Experience of Kingly Government, how 


lo 
ill Effectes doe followe, when ſuch as have to 


doe in Matters of Commonwealth ſhall come 

to that greate and Common Councell, with o- 

thers then publick Myndes, ſincere, and voide of 

any tactious Humor or Dependency.“ 

* Wee doe hereby ſtraightly charge and ad- 

moniſh all Perſons intereſſed in the Choice of 
93 + Enights 
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The Parliamentary Hisrory 
Knightes for the Shires, firſt, That the Knights 


© for the County be ſelected oute of the principal! 


Knightes or Gentlemen of ſufficient Hability 
within that County wherein they are choſen ; 
and for the Burgeſſes that Choice be made of 
Men of Sufficiency and Diſcretion, without any 
partiall Reſpects or factious Combynation, which 
alwaies breede Suſpicions that more Care is ta- 
ken to compaſle private Endes then to provide 
for making good and wholeſome. Laws for the 
Realme ; and becauſe it is noe more poſſible to 
drawe ſounde Councelles and Reſolutions from 
inconſiderate or inſufficient Spirites, then to have 
a ſounde or healthſull Bodie compoſed of weak 
and imperfect Members; Wee ſoe likewiſe ad- 
monyſhe all Perſons to whome it doth apper- 
teyne, that ſeeyng the Dealynge in Cauſes of 
Parliament requires Conveniency of Years and 
Experience, there may be great Heed taken, by 
all thoſe that will be accompted Lovers of their 
Countrie, that both Knightes and Burgeſles 
may be choſen accordingly, without Deſier in 
any particular Men to pleaſe Parents or Friends 
that often ſpeak for their Children or Kyn, 
though they be very young and ſittle hable to 
diſcerne what Laws are fyt to bynde a Com- 
monwealth; To the Conſultation whereof 
thoſe Perſons ſhould be ſelected Principallie, of 
whoſe Gravity and modeſt Converſation Men 
are likeſt generally to conceave beſt Opynion. 
Next and above all Thinges confideryng, that 
one of the mayne Pillers of this Eſtate is the 
Preſervation of Unity in the Profeſſion of ſin- 
cere Religion of Almighty God, Wee doe alto 
admonyſhe that there be great Care taken to 
avoyde the Choice of any Perions, either noted 
for their ſuperſtitious Blyndneſs one Way, or for 
their turbulent Humours other Waies, becauſe 
their diſorderly and unquiete Spirites will diſ- 
turbe all the diſcreete and modeſt Proceeding, in 
that greateſt and grayeſt Councell.“ 

tF Ur- 
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6 Further Wee doe commaunde that an ex- An. 1. 


preſſe Care be had that there be not choſen any 
Perſons Banqueruptes or outelawed, but Men 
of known good Behaviour and ſufficient Liveli- 


hood, and ſuch as are not onely taxed to the 


Payment of Subfidies and Other like Charges, 
but alſo have ordinarily paid and fatished the 
ſame, nothing being more abſurd in any Com- 
monwealth then to permyct thoſe to have free 


Voyces for Law making, by v hoſe &wne Actcs- 


they are exempted from the Law's Protection. 
Next that all Sheriffes be charged tht they 
doe not direct any Precept for eſecty ng and re- 
turning of any Burgeſſes to or for any auncient 
Borrough Town within their Counties. beyng 
ſoe utterly ruyned and decayed that there are not 
ſufficient Reſyantes to make ſuch Choice, and of 
whome law full Election may be made; allo to 
charge all Cities and Boroughes and the Inhabi- 
tantes of the ſame, that none oſ them ſeale any 
Blankes, referryng or leaving to any other to 
inſert the Names of any Citizens or Burgeſſes 
to ſerve for any ſuch Cittie or Borough, but doe 


make open and free Election according to the 


Lawe, and ſett down the Names of the Perſons 
whom they chooſe before they ſeale the Cer- 
tificate: 
Furthermore, Wee notifye by theſe Preſentes, 
that all Retornes and Certificates of Knightes 
Citizens and Burgeſſes oughte and are to be 
brought to the Chauncery, and there to be fyled of 
Record; and if any ſhall be founde to be made 
contrarie to this Proclamation, the ſame is to be 
rejected as unlawfull and inſufficient, and the 
Cittie or Boreugh to be fyned for the ſame ; and 
if it be founde that they have commytted any graſſẽ 
or wilfull Default and Contempt in their Election 
Retorne or Certificate, that then their Liberties, 
according to the Lawe, are to be ſeized into oure 
Handes as forfeited ; and if any Perſon take 
upon him the Place of a Knight, Citizen or Bur- 
gee, not being duely Elected, Retor ned aud Sworne, 
© 46s 


ames I, 
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© according to the Laws and Statutes in that Be- 
© balfe provided, and according to the Purport, Ef- 
© feft and true Meaning of this cure Proclamation ; 
© then every Perſon_ſae—offending, to be. fyned and 
© impriſoned for the ſame.” 

Wee doe alſo hereby give warning to the 
6 Lordes and others that are to ſerve in this Par- 
c liament, to have ſpeciall Care, as they render 
Cour Diſpleaſure, that they admytt none to have 
the Name or Countenance of their Servaunts 
© and Attendantes during the Parliament, thereby 
6 to be priviledged, ſey ing ſuch Queſtions of Pri- 
© ledges have in Tymes paſt conſumed a great 
© Part of the Tyme appointed for the Parliament, 
« whereby the Service for the Realme hath bene 
© hyndered, and the Subjects drawne to great 
© Charges and Expences by attendyng much 
longer than otherwiſe needed. 

© Having at this Tyme bene the more carefull 
© to ſet downe a particular Order and Forewar- 
* nyng for preventing of theſe ſeverall Abuſes 
© afore-mentioned, that thereby there may ariſe, 
at that publick and ſolemne Meeting, ſuch a 
© comely Proportion and laudable Sympathie be- 
* tween the honourable, juſte and neceſſarie Lawes 
that are to be made and eſtabliſhed at this 
Parliament, and the commendable Diſcretion, 
* withall other wiſe and yertuous Qualities, meete 
+ for ſuch Perſons as are to be the Members 
and Aſſiſters of Us in ſoe honorable, lawfull 
and neceſſarie an Action, as may put us and 
5 all our good Subjects in a ſuer Expectation of 
a happie Iſſue to followe thereuppon; Wee 
doubt not but theſe our Directions, thus made 
* manifeſt, ſhall be duely obſerved accordyng to 
the important Conſequence thereof, and the 
+ Perill of oure heavye Diſpleaſure to all thoſe 
+ that fhall offende in the contrarie. * 


Given at cur Honour of Hampton Courte, 


the Eleventhe Day of Fanuarie. 


Per ipſum Regem, 


A a. os AX wet 
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It muſt be owned by every impartial Reader, An. 1. James 1. 

that theſe were noble Injunctions, and, if rightly 1603. 
followed, will always be the Means to have a free 
and independent Parliament. What Succeſs they 
had in the Choice of the Members, then elected by 
the Writs ſent out along with the Proclamation, 
will beſt appear by their Conduct in the Sequel. 
We have recovered from a Manuſcript of the ſame 
Age, the Names of all the Members of the Houſe 
of Commons who fat in this Parliament: And, 
as it hath hitherto been cuſtomary for us to give 
the State of the Peerage, at the Beginning of eve- 
ry Reign; ſo here we think proper to ſubjoin to it 
the Names of all thoſe Gentlemen, who then con- 
ſtituted the Lower Houſe of Parliament. 


The Names and Titles of all the Temporal Lords, 
called, by Writ, to the firſt Parliament of King 
James I. V 

The firſt Writ was directed to Sir Thomas Eger- 
tan, Knt. Lord Elleſmere, a little Time before, 
made Lord High-Chancellor of England. (g) 


HOMAS, Earl of Gilbert, E. of Shrewsbury. State of the 
Dorſet, Lord High- William, E. of Derby, Pecrage 

Treaſurer. Henry, E. of Kent. 

William, Marg. of in- Roger, E. of Rutland. 

cheſter, Lord Great- George, E. of Cumber- 

Chamberlain. land. 


Etward, E. of IWarceſ- 
ter, Earl-Marſhal. 
Charles, E. of Nottingham, 
Lord High-Admiral, 
and High-Steward. 
Thomas, E. of Suffolk, 
Chamberlain of the 
Houſhold. 

Henry, E. of Northum- 
berland, . 


(f) Dugdale's Summons to Parliament; 


Robert, E. of Suſſex, 
George, E. of Hunting- 
Mn. 
IWilkam, E. of Bath. 
Henry, E. of Southampton. 
Edward, E. of Bedford. 
William, E. of Pembroke. 
Henry, E. of Lincoln. 
Charles, E. of Devon. 
Hen. E. of Northampton. 
Tho- 


But the Liſt there 


being very faulty, the Errors are corrected by the Lord's Fournals, 
( The Head of the bridgewater Family, In Dugdale's Bae 
Tenage, Vol, II, he is called Lord-Keeper, 


2 I. 


Edward Stafford, L. Staf- 
| William, L. Compton. 
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Thomas, E. of Exeter. The. Cecil, L. Burghley. 
\, , Philip, E. of Montgo- 


merie. 
Thomas, E. of Arundel. 
Anthony, Viſc. Montague. 
T homas, Viſc. Howard, 
of Byndon. 
George Tuchet, L. Audley. 
Edward Zouch, L. Zouch. 
Themas Weſt, L. Dela- 
ware, 
Henry Berkly, L. Berkley. 
Edward Parker, L. Mor- 
ley. 


ford. 
Thomas, 

Bolton. 
Edward Sutton, L. Dud- 

ley. 

ohn Lumley, L. Lumley. 

award Stourton, L. 

Stourton. 


L. Scrope of 


_ Henry, L. Herbert, el - 


deſt Son to the Earl of 
Morceſter. 

Jobn Darae, L. Darcie, 
of Menell. 

William Parker, L. Mon- 
tegle, eldeſt Son to 
L. Morley. 

Millan, L. Sandys, of 
Lyne, 

Henry, L. Nindſir. 

Henry, L. Mordaunt. 

22 L. Cromtoel. 

Ralph, L. Evers 

Philip, L. barten of 
IHharton. : 

R-bert, ; Fa Riche. 

Cuthbert Ogle, L. Ogle. 


1 


Charles, L. Willoughby, 
of Parham. 

Edmond, L. Sheffield. 

Thomas, L. Darcie, of 
Chiche., 

William, L. Howard, of 
Effingham, eldeſt Son 
to the E. of Notting- 
ham. 

William, L. Chandos, 
of Sudeley. 

Fobn C ay, L. Hunſden. 

Oliver, L St Jahn, of 
Blietho. 


Francis, L. Norris, of 
Rycot. | 
Robert, L. Cecil, of 


Ei gdon, Principal- 
Secretary of State, 
Robert, L. Sidney, of 
Penſburſi. 

William, L. NMuol ys, of 
Grays. 

Edward, L. Motton, of 
Marley. 

Francis, L. Ruſſel, of 
T hornhaugh. 

Henry, L. Grey, of Greby. 
on, L. Petre, of IWrittle. 
ohn, L. Harrington, of 

Eaton. 

Henry, L. Danyers, of 
Dant/ey. 

T homas, L. Gerard, of 
Gerard's Bromley. | 

Robert, L. Spenſer, of 
IWermlezton. 

Richard Hynes, L. Say 
and Sele. 


Jobn, 
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Harrington. 


of Walden, eldeſt Son 


Thomas, L. Arundel, of to the E. of Suffolk. 


Warder. ; 
William, L. Cavendiſh, 
of Hardwick. 


Francis, L. North, of 


Kiriling. 


Edward, L. Neuile, of 


Bergavenny. 


Edward, L. Denney, of 
Waltham. | 
George, L. Carew, of 
Clapton. 

Thomas, L. Clinton, of 
Say, eldeſt Son to the 
E. of Lincoln. 


The Names of all the Members of the Houſe 
of Commons, returned to ſerve in Parliament the 
iſt of James I. Anno 1603. with the Places 


they ſerved for. (f) 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 
'S rd llrrgne z 
Sir Edward Rad- 
cliffe, Knt. 
Bedford T. ' 
Sir Chrift. Hatton, Knt. 
Thomas Hawes, Gent. 


Bucks. 

Sir Francis Goodwyn, Knt. 
Sir Mil. Fleetwood, Knt. 
Buckingham T. 

Sir Thomas Denton, Knt. 
Sir Anthony Teringham, 

Ent. 
MWiccombe B. 
Sir John Townſhend, Knt. 
Henry Fleetwocd, Eſq; 
Aylesbury B. 
Sir Miliam Burlace, Knt. 
Sir William Smith, Kant. 


BERREsSs. 


Sir Henry Nevile, Ent. Lift of the Houſe 
Sir Francis Knollis, Knt. of Commons. 


News- 3 B. 
Samuel Barkhouſe, Eſq; 
Sir Francis Howard, Knt. 

Reading B. 
Sir Feronimus Bnwes, Knt. 
Francis Moore, Eſq; 
e . B. 
Sir William Dunch, Knt. 
Chriſtopher Payne, Gent. 
Abington B. 
Sir Richard Lovelace,Knt. 


CoRnNWAL. 

Sir Wil. Godolphin, Kant. 
Sir Anthony Rowſe, Knt. 
Dunhivid, alias Laun- 
ceſton, B. 

Sir Thomas Lake, Kant. 
Ambroſe 


The Manuſcript is in Latin and bears this Title. Nomina 
Militum Comitatuum, Civium Civitatum, et Burgenſium Villarurn, 
ive Burgorum, ac Baronum quinque Portuum, wentendorum ad Par- 
lia mentum, ſummonitum apud Civitatem Weſimanaſterij, decims nono 
Die Martij, Anne Regis Jacobi, Angliæ, Franciæ, et Hiberniz 
prime, et Scotiæ triceſimo ſeptimo. 1603. 

EpwarDvys Pnzrrirs Miles, Prolocytor, 


1603. 
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Ambroſe Rowſe, Eſq; 
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Sir Wil. Killegrew, Knt. 
Reginald Nichols, Eſq; 
Leſtwithiel B. 

Sir The. Chalaner, Knut. 
Sir Wil. Lower, Kant. 
Truro B. 


Thomas Burgeſs, Eſq; 


Henry C:fſen, Eſq; 
Bodmyn B. 


yn 
1 Stone, Gent. 
Richard Spray, Gent. 
Hlelſton B. 
Sir John Leigh, Knt. 
Robert Nanton, Eſq; 
Saltaſh B. 
Sir Rob. Mainwood, Knut. 
Tomas Pyvel, Gent. 
Camelford B. 
John Good, Eſq; 
Anthony Turpin, Gent. 
Portpigbam, alias 
Weſtlowe B. 

Sir Milliam Wade, Knt. 
Sir Henry Goadyer, Knt. 
Grampound B. 

Sir Fran. Barnham, K nt. 

William Noye, Eiq; 
Eaflue B. 
Sir Robert Philips, Knut. 
Sir John Parker, Kant. 
Penryn B. 

Sir Edward Comway, K nt. 
Sir Wil. Maynard, Kat. 
Tregoney B. 

Henry Pomeroy, Eiq; 
Richard Carvaigb, Gent. 
Boſſiney B. 

Sir Feronimus Horſey, Knut. 
George Calvert, Eſq; 


St. toes B. 


William Brook, Eſq; 


John Tregenna, Gent. 
Fowey B. 
Francis Vivian, Eſq; 
Henry Peeter, Gent. 
St. Germain B. 
Sir George Carew, Knt. 
Fohn Trott, Gent. 
Micbel B. 
William Carpe, Eſa; 
William Hackwill, Ela; 
Newport B. 

Sir Edward Seymor, K nt. 
Sir Rob. Killegrewe, Kant. 
St. Mawes B. 

Sir Fobn Specott, Knt. 
Dudley Charlton, Eſq; 
Killington B. 
William Rolle, Gent. 
Sir Rog. Wilbraham, Knt. 


CUMBERLAND. 
William Lawſon, Eſq; 
Edward Muſgrave, Ela; 

Carliſle C. 
Thomas Blenerhaſſet, Eſq; 
William Barwitk, Eq; 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE, 
Sir Jahn Peyton, Knt. 
Sir John Cuttes, Knt. 

Cambridge T. 
Robert M allys, Alderman. 
Tohn Yaxley, Alderman. 

Cambridge-Univerſity. 
Nicholas Stiward, LL. D. 
Henry llototeletue, L. L. D. 


CHESHIRE. 
Sir Thomas Hulcrſt, Knt. 
Sir Roger Aftone, Knut. 
_ Cheſter 


Of ENGLAND. 


Cheſter C. 
Thomas Gamul, Eſq; 


DERBYSHIRE. 
Sir Fobn Harpur, Knt- 
William Knytton, Eſq; 
Diehl. 
ohn Baxter, Gent. 
Edward Sleighe, Gent. 


DvoxsHIRE. 

Sir John Ackland, Knt. 
Edward Seymor, Eſq; 
Exeter C. 
George Smith, Eſq; 
John Prowzte, Gent. 
Totneſs B. 


Chriſt. Brocking, Merch. 7 


Walter Dottyn, Merch. 
Plymouth B. 

Sir Rich. Hatolins, Knt. 

James Bagge, Gent. 
Barneflaple B. 

Thomas Hinſon, Eſq; 

George Peard, Gent. 
Plimpton B. 

Sir William Strood, K nt. 
Warwick Heale, Gent. 
Taviſicke B. 

Sir George Fleetwood, Knt. 
Ediu. Duncombe, Gent. 
Dartmouth, Clifton, 

Hardneſs, B. 
Thomas Holland, Gent. 
Thomas Gurney, Gent. 
Borealſton B. 
Humphry Maye , Eſq; 
Sir Richard Strode, K nt. 


DoRsSETSHIRE. 
Sir Thomas Freate, Knut. 
Jahn Williams, Eſq; 
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Poole T. 
Edward Man, Gent. 
Thomas Roberts, Merch. 
Dorcheſter B. 
Mathew Chrobbe, Gent. 
John Spicer, Gent. 
Lyme B. 
Sir Francis Ruſſel, Knt. 
George Fefferye, Eſq; 
Weymouth B. 
Tho. Barefiote, Mayor. 
Sr Hannam, Knut. 
elcombe- Regis B. 
Robert White, Alderman. 
Robert Middleton, Merch, 
Britport B. 
Sir Robert Miller, Knt. 
ohn Pitt, Gent. 
Shaftsbury B. 
Robert Hopton, Eſq 
* Gent. 
Caſile B. 
Sir mr Flobarte, Knt. 
Eqdw. Duncombe, Gent. 


Ess Ex. 

Sir Gamaliel Capel, Knt. 
Sir Fran. Barrington, Kt. 
Colcheſter B. 

Robert Barker, Eſq; 

Edward Alford, Eſq; 
Malden B. 

Sir Robert Rich, Knt. 

Sir John James, Kant. 
Harwich B. 

John Panton, Eq; 

T homas Trever, Ela j 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
Sir T homas Berkeley, Knt. 
John Throgmorton, Eſq; 

Tewkesbury B. 


Sir Dudley Diggs, Knt. 
Eduard 
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Glouceſter C. 
Nicholas Querbury, Eſq; 
John Jones, Eſq; 

Cirenceſler B. 
Arnold Oldasworth, Eſq; 
Sir Anthony Maney, Kant. 


HUNT INGDONSHIRE. 
Sir Oltver Cromwel, K nt. 
Sir Robert Cotton, Knt. 

Huntingdon . 
Sir Henry Cromw#l, Knt. 
Thomas Hetley, Eſq; 


HERTFORDSHIRE. 
Sir Henry Carey, K nt. 
Rowland Lytton, Eſq; 

St. Albans B. 


Sir Thomas Parry, Knut. 
Sir Henry Helmes, Knt. 


HEREFORDSHIRE. 
Sir Fam. Scudamore, Knt. 
Sir Herbert Crofte, Kat. 

Hereford C. 
Anthony Pembridge, Eſq; 
Fobn Heſkins, Eſq; 

Lempſter B. 
Thomas Coningsby, Eſq; 
John Powle, Gent. 


KenT. 
Sir John Scot, Knut. 
Sir Jahn Lewſon, Knt. 
Canterbury C. 
Sir John Boys, Knut. 
Mathew Hadd, Eſq; 
Rocheſter C. 
Sir Edward Hobby, Knt. 
Sir Tho. Walſingbam, Knt. 
Maydfien B. . 
Sir Francis Fane, Knt. 


Lawr. Waſhington, Eſq; - 


. Duinburgh. 
Richard Wright, Gent. 
Sir Michael Sandys, Knt. 


LiNCOLN$SHIRE. 
Thomas, L. Clinton and 
* Saye. 
Jahn Sheffield, Eſq; 
Lincoln C. 


Sir Tho. Grantham, Knt. 


Sir Ediu. Tyrwhite, Knt. 
Boſton 8B. 
Anthony Irbie, Eſq; 
Francis Bullingham, Eſq; 
Great-Grimsby B. 
Sir George St Poole, Knt. 
Sir William WWraye, Knt. 
Stanford B. 
Henry Hall, Eſq; 
Sir Edward Cecil, Knt. 
Grantham B. 
Sir George Manners, K nt. 
Sir Tho, Horſeman, Knt. 


LEICESTERSHIRE, 
Sir Tho. Beaumont, Knt. 
Sir Baſil Brooke, Kant. 

Leicefler T. 
Sir Wil. Skipwith, Knt. 
Sir Wil. Herryche, Knt. 


LANCASHIRE, 

Sir Rich. Molleyneux, Kt. 
Sir Rich. Houghton, Kant. 
Lancaſter B. 
= Tho. Howard, Knt. 
Thomas Fanſhawe, Eſq; 

Proll B. : 
Sir Vincent Skynner, Knt. 
Il illiam Holte, Eſq; 
Leverpool B. 
Giles Brooke, Alderman. 
Tho, Reintheinge, Gent. 
Newton 
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Newton B. 

Sir 27 Luke, Knt. 

Richard Aſhton, Gent. 
Wigan B. 

Sir William Crooke, Knt. 

Sir John Poultney, Kat. 
Clithero B. 

Sir John Dormer, Knt. 


Martin Lyſter, Eiq; 


M1DDLESEx. 

Sir Wil. Fleetwood, Knt. 
Sir Robert Wrath, Knt. 
Weſtminſter C. 

Sir [Palter Cope, Knt- 
Sir Julius Ceſar, Kant. 
| London C. 


Sir Thomas Lowe, Knt. 


Sir Hen. Montague, K nt. 
Richard Fuller, Eſq; 


Richard Gore, Merchant. 


MonMouTHSHIRE. 
Sir The. Somerſet, Knut. 
Sir John Herbert, Knt. 

Monmouth T. 
Sir Robert Johnſon, Ent. 


NoRTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

Sir Edw. Montague, K nt. 

Sir Valentine Knightly, Kt. 
Peterborough C. 

Sir Richard Cecil, Knt. 
Ediu. Wymarke, Gent. 
Northampton T. 

Henry Yelverton, Eſq; 
Edward Mercer, Gent. 
Brackley B. 

Sir Richard Spencer, Knt. 
William Lyle, Gent. 
 #ligham-Ferrars B. 

Sir Goddard Pemberton, 
Ent. 
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Sir John Hollis, Knt. 
Sir Percival Willoughby, 
Ent. 

Nettingham T. 
Rithard Hurte, Alderm. 
Anker Fackſon, Alderm. 

Eaſi-Rerſard B. 

Sir Fobn T hornhagh, K nt. 
Sir Thomas Darrel, Kant. 


NoRFOLK. 

Sir Nathan. Bacon, Knut. 
Sir Char. Cormwallis, Knt. 
Norwich C. 

Sir Henry Hobarte, Knt. 


John Pettus, Elq; 


Lynne--Regis FT. 
Thomas Oxborough, Eſq; 
Robert Hitcham, Eſq; 

Great-Yarmouth J. 
T homas Damatts, Gent. 
John IV/heeler, Gent. 
Thetford B. 
Sir Mil. Twiſſenden, Knt. 
Sir Wil. Paddye, Knt. 

Caſtle-Ryſing B. 

Sir Tho. Mountjoy, Knt. 
Sir Rob, Townſhend, Kant. 


NokTHUMBERLAND, 
Sir Ralph Grey, Knt. 
Sir Hen. Widdrington, Kt. 

Netucaſtle on Tyne T. 
Sir George Sellye, Knut. 
Heury Chapman, Eſq; 

Morpeth B. 
Sir Chrift. Perkins, Knut. 
Jobn Hare, Eq; 
Berwick l. 

Sir William Sellye, Knt. 

Chriſt, Perkinſon, Eſq; 


Ox- 
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Anthony Cope, Kant. 
Jobn Doyley, Eſq; 
Oxford C. 
Sir Francis Leighe, Knt. 
Thomas Wentworth, Eiq; 
Oxford-Univerſity. 
Daniel Dun, L. L. D. 
William Byrd, L. L. D. 
Waoodflock B. 
Thomas Spencer, Eq; 
Robert Whithlck, Eſq; 

' Banbury B. 
Sir William Cope, Kant. 


RUTLANDSHIRE. 
Sir Jaw: Harrington, Kt. 
Sir Wil. Bulftrode, Knt. 


SURREY. 

Sir William Moore, Knt. 
Sir Edw. Bowyer, Kant. 
Southwark B. 

Sir George Rivers, Knt. 
Wilkam Mahewe, Gent. 
Blechingleigh B. 

Sir par Trever, Knt. 
Richard Bellingham, Eq; 
Rigatt B. 

Sir Edw. Hotuard, Kant. 

Herbert Pelham, Eq; 
Guilford B. 

Sir George Moore, Kut. 

George Auten, Gent. 
Gatton B. 

Sir Thomas Greſham, K nt. 
Sir Nicholas Saunders, Kt. 
 Haſelmere B. 

Sir Edw. Frank, Kant. 

William Fackjon, Eſq; 


STAFFORD$SHIRE. 
Sir Edw, Littleten, Knt. 


An, 1. 1 OxFoORDSHIRE. 
” Sir 


Sir John Egerton, Knt. 
Litchfield C. 

Anthony Dyott, Eſq; 

T homas Crewe, Eſq; 
wp. 6/1 B. 

George Cradoch, Eſq; 

Arthur Ingram, Eſq; 

Newcaſtle under Line, 

Sir Walt. Chetwind, Knt. 

Rowland Cotton, Gent. 
Tamworth B. 

Sir Tho. Beaumont, Knt. 

Sir John Ferrers, Kant. 


| SHROPSHIRE, 

Sir Roger Gwin, Knt. 
Sir Rob. Needham, Kant. 
Shrewsbury T. 

Richard Barker, Eſq; 
Francis Tate, Eſq; 
Bridgenorth B. 
Sir Lodwick Lewknor, Kt. 
Ludlave B. 
Robert Berrze, Eſq; 
Righard Fiſher, Gent. 
Great-IVendlack, 
Robert Lawley, Gent. 
George Lawley, Gent. 
Biſbop's-Caſtle T. 
William Twynehoe, Eſq; 
Samuel Lewknor, Eſq; 


SOUTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

Sir Rob. Oxenbridge,Knt. 

Sir Wil. Fepthſon, Knt. 
Hincheſter C. 

Sir John Moor, Knt. 
Edward Cooke, Alderm. 
Southampton T. 
= 2 Fleminge, Knt. 
ir Tahn Fefferies, Knut. 
FAC T. 

Jahn Corbett, Eſq; 
ichard 


FA 


Of 


Richard Fenvye, Gent. 
Yarmouth B. 
Thomas Cheek, Eſq; 
Arthur Bromfield, Gent. 
Petersfield B. 
= Sir //ilkam Harvye, Knut. 
Sir Wil. King/ewell, Kant. 
6: Newport B. 
Richard James, Eſq; 
John Aſotell, Eſq; 
Stackbridge B. 

Sir Mil. Forteſcue, Knt. 
Sir Edwin Sandys, K nt. 
Newton B. 

Thomas Wilſan, Gent. 
Ililiam Mervis, Gent. 
Chriſt- Church B. 
Richard Martin, Eſq; 

Nicholas Hide, Eſq; 
Whitchurch B. 

Sir Rich. Patulett, Knut. 

Thomas Brookes, Gent. 
Lymington. B. 

Thomas Marſhal, Gent. 

Tomas South, Gent. 

Andover B. 
Sir Tho, Fermyn, Kat. 
Thomas Antrobus, Gent. 


SUFFOLK. 

Joh Higham, Knut. 
obert Drury, Kat. 
Ipfwich F. 

Sir Henry Glenham, Knt. 
Sir Francis Bacon, Knt. 
Dunwich B. 

Sir T homas Smith, Knut. 

eter Gaudy, Eſq; 

Orford B. 
Sir Mich, Stanhope, Kut. 
Sir Wil. Cormwallis, Kt. 


Vo I. V. 


Sir 
Sir 
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Aldborough B. 
Sir Vil. Woodhouſe, Knt. 
Thomas Rivett, Eſq; 
Sudborough B. 
Sir Tho, Beckingham,Knt. 
Tho. Eden, jun. Gent. 
Eye B. 
Sir Hen. Buckingham,Kt. 
Sir John Kaye, Kant, 


SoMERSETSHIRE. 
Sir Fran. Haſlings, Knut. 
Sir Edw. Phellips, Knt. 

Briſtol C. 

John Whitten, Merch. 

Thomas James, Merch. 
a0 © 

Dil. Sberſtane, Alderm. 

Chrifl. Stone, Eſq; 

Welles C. 
Edward Hrcett, Eſq; 
Jacob Keiton, Eſq; 

T aunton B. 
Edward Hexte, Eſq; 
John Bond, Gent. 

Bridgewater B. 
Nichol. Haſſelmere, Gent. 
John Povey, Eſq; 

Mynhead B. 
Ambroſe Purvill, Gent. 
Sir Maurice Berkeley, Kt. 


SUSSEX. 
Sir Charles Howard, K nt. 
Henry Carey, Eſq; 
Chicheſter C. 
Adrian Stoughton, Eſq; 
Sir John Morley, Knt. 
Horſham B. 


Sir Mich, Hixe, K.nt. 


Mid- 
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Sir 2 Dodridge, Knt. 
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Midburft B. 
Francis Nevite, Eſq; 


Thomas Thynne, Eſq; 
Heitesbury B. 


Sir Richard Weſton, Knt. Sir William Eyer, Knt. 


Lewes B. 
Henry Nevile, Eſq; 
John Shirley, Serjeant at 
Law. 
Shoreham B. 

Sir Barn. Whit/tones,K t. 
Sir Hugh Beeſton, Knt. 
Steyning B. 

Sir Thomas Shirley, K nt. 
Sir Thomas Biſhop, K nt. 
Eaſi Grinſtead B. 
Sir Henry Crompton, Knt. 
Sir Fohn Swinerton, Knt. 
Arundel B. 
Thomas Preſton, Eſq; 

Jobn Tye, Eſq; 


WeresTMORLAND. 
Sir Tho. Strickland, Knt. 
Sir Rich. Muſgrave,Knt. 


Appleby B. 
Sir 
Slr Wil. Bowyer, Knt. 


W1ILTSHIRE, 
Sir Francis Popham, Knt. 


Sir Walter Vaughan, Knt. 


New- Sarum C. 
Giles Torker, Eſq; 
Richard Godfrey, Gent. 

Wilton B. 
Sir Tho. Edmonds, Knt. 
Thomas Morgan, Eſq; 
Doawnton B. 

Sir Carew Raleigh, Kant. 
IWilliam Stockman, Gent. 
Hindon B. 

Sir Edi. Ludinbe, Knt. 


Fehn Morris, Knt. 


Walter Gawen, Gent. 
Weſtbury B. 
Sir James Ley, Knt. 
Mathew Lee, Eſq; 
Calne B. 7 
Sir Edward Carey, Knt. 
Fobn Nois, Eſq; 3 
Devizes B. 1 
Sir Henry Bainton, Knt. © 
Robert Drue, Gent. J 
Chippenham B. 
obn Hungerford, Eſq; 
Jahn Roberts, Gent. 
Malmesbury B. 1 
Sir Roger Dally/on, Knt. 
Sir Tho. Dallyſon, Knt. © 
Cricklade B, 
Sir John Hungerford, Kt. 
Sir Henry Pool, Knt. © 
Great-Bedwyn B. 
John Rodney, Eſq; 
Anthony Hungerford, Eſq: 
Ludgerſhal B. | 
James Kirton, Eſq; 
Henry Ludlnve, Gent. 
Old-Sarum B. 
IWil. Ravenſcroft, Eſq; 
Equward Leache, Eſq; 
Motton-Baſſet B. 
Henry Martin, Eſa; 
Alexander Tutt, Eſq; 
Marlbrough B. 
Lawrence Hide, Eſq; 
Richard Digge, 'Elq; 


WoRCESTERSHIRE. 
Sir Henry Bromley, Knt. 
Samuel Sandys, Eſq; 


Of ENG 


NMorceſter C. 

John Cowthgr, Gent. 
Rowland Berkley, Eſq; 
Droitwich B. 
George Wild, Eſq; 
3 Jobn Brace, Eſq; 
F Eveſham B. 


1 Sir Thomas Biggs, Kant. 


| 9 Edward Salter, Eſq; 
* Bewdley B. 
Richard Young, Eiq; 


WARWICKSHIRE. 

Sir Edw. Grevile, Knt. 

Sir Rich. Verne, Kant. 
Coventry C. 

Henry Breeres, Eſq; 

Sir John Harrington, Kt. 
Warwick B. 

John Townſhend, Gent. 

Hilliam Spicer, Gent. 


YORKSHIRE. 

* Savile of Hew- 
ey, Ent. 
Sir Rich, Gargrave, Knt. 
York C. 

Robert Aſtwith, Alderm. 
Chriſt. Brooke, Eſq; 
Kingſton upon Hull T. 
John Edmonds, Merch. 
Foſeph Field, Merch. 

Knaresburgh B. 
Sir Hen. Slingsby, Kant. 
Sir Wil. Slingsby, Kant. 

Scarbrough B. 
Francis Emrye, Eiq; 
Sir Thomas Poſthumus 

FHhbty, Kant. 
Rippon B. 

Sir Fohn Mallory, Kant. 
dir Fobn Bennet, Knt. 


LAND. 


Richmond B. 
Talbot Bowes, Eſq; 
Richard Percivall, Eſq; 

Heiden B. 
Sir Chrift. Hildyard, Kt. 
Burrowbrigg B. 
Sir Henry Fenkins, Knt. 
Sir Tho. Vavaſor, Knt. 
Thurſe B. 

Sir Edward Swift, Knt. 
Tim. WWhittingham, Eſq; 
Aldburgh B. 

Sir Edu. Sheffield, Knt. 
Sir Henry Savile, Knt. 
Beverley T. 

Alan Piercey, Eſq; 
IVilliam Gee, Eſq; 


Barons of the PoRTs. 
Haſtings. 
Sir Edward Hales, Knt, 
James Laſter, Gent. 
Winchelſea. 
Adam White, Gent. 
Thomas Unton, Gent. 
Rye. 
= Vunge, Gent. 
eneage Finch, Eſqʒ 
Rumney. 
Sir Rob. Remington, Knt: 
John Plummer, Gent. 
Hieth. 
Chriſt. Talderby, Eſq; 
Sir Norton Knatchbull, 
. 
Sandwich. 
Sir George Fane, Kant. 


John _ Eſq; 
over. 

Sir Th»mas Waller, Knt. 

George Binge, Gent. 
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WALES, 


ANGLESEY, 
Sir Rich. Bulkley, Knt. 
Beaumaris B. 
William Jones, Eſq; 


BRE cON. 

Sir Robert Knowles, Knut. 
Brecon T. 

Sir Henry I illiams, Knut. 


CARDIGAN. 

John Lewis, Eq; 

Cardigan L. 
IWilliam Bradſhaw, Eſq; 


CARMARTHEN. 
Sir Robert Maunſel, Knt. 
Carmarthen . 
Sir Walter Rice, Knt. 


CARNARYON. 
Sir William Maurice, Kt. 
Carnarvon T. 
Clement Edmonds, Eſq; 


DENBIGH. 
Peter Matton, Eſq; 

Denbigh F. 
Hugh Middieton, Eſq; 


* FLinT. 

ger Puleſion, Eſq; 
rap, > 

Roger Brereton, Eſq; 


GLAMORGAN, 
Sir Thomas Maunſel, Kt. 
Cardiff T. 
Mathew Davies, Gent. 


MER1ONETH. 
Sir Edw. Herbert, Knt, 


MoNTGOMERY. 
Sir Wil. Herbert, Knt. 

Montgomery T. 
Edward Whittingham, 
Gent. 


PEMBROK E, 
Alan Stepneth, Eſq; 
Pembroke T. 
Richard Cunye, Eſq; 
Haverford-Weft L. 
Sir James Perrot, Kant. 


RapnoR. 
James Price, Eſq; 
Radnor T 


7 4 
Sir Robert Harley, Knut. 


On the 19th Day of March 1603, which was 
Anno Regni 1, ſti]! within- the firſt-Year of this Reign, the Parlia- 
ment met at We:/tmin/ter. The King came in a 
Che riot of Eſtate; the Prince of Hales, with all the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, according to antient 
Cuſtom, rode on Horle- back from H#hitehall to 
Meſiminſler, in their Parliament-Robes. When 
the King being ſeated on the- Throne, it pleaſed his 
Majeſty, in Perſon, to declare the Cauſe of the 
Summons to the two Houſes, in the following 


Speech. 
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My Lords of the Higher Houſe, and You Knights An. 1. James J. 
and Burgeſſes of the Lower, 1603. 

IT did no ſooner pleaſe God to lighten his 3 

c Hand, and relent the Violence of his devour- * — His 

ing Angel againſt the poor People of this City, firſt Parliament, 
< but as ſoon did I reſolve to call this Parliament, 
and that for three chief and principal Reaſons. 
© The firſt whereof is (and which of itſelf, tho? 
there were no more, is not only a ſufficient, 
© but a moſt full and neceſſary Ground and Reaſon 
© for convening of this Aſſembly) the firſt Reaſon, 
1 fay, is, That you who are here preſently aſſem- 
© bled to repreſent the Body of this whole King- 
dom, and of all Sorts of People within the ſame, 
may with your own Ears hear, and that I out 
© out 'of my own Mouth may deliver unto you, 
the Aſſurance of my due Thankfulneſs for your 
© fo Joyful and general Applauſe, to the declaring 
and receiving me in this Seat (which God, by my 
© 'Birth-Right, and lineal Deſcent, had, in the 
© Fulneſs of Time, provided for me) and that im- 
© mediately after it pleaſed God to call your late 
Sovereign, of famous Memory, full of Days, 
but fuller of immortal Trophies of Honour, out 
© of this tranſitory Life. Not that I am able to 
* expreſs by Words, or utter by Eloquence, the 
vive Image of mine inward "Thankfulneſs ; 
* but only that out of my own Mouth, you may 
© reſt aſſured to expect that Meaſure of T hankful- 
© neſs at my Hands, which is according to the 
© Infinitneſs of your Deſerts, and to my Inclina- 
tion and Ability, for Requital of the ſame. Shall 
© Tever, nay, can Lever be able, or rather ſo un- 
* able in Memory, as to forget your unexpected 
* Readineſs and Alacrity, your ever-memorable 
© Reſolution, and your moſt: wonderful Conjunc- 
tion and Harmony of your Hearts, in declaring 
and embracing, me as vour undoubted and lawful 
King and Governor? Or ſhall it ever be blotted 
out of my Mind, how at my firſt Entry into 
this Kingdom, the People of all Sorts rid and 
ran, nay rather flew to meet me? Their Eyes 
2 B 3 * flaming 
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© Mouths and Tongues uttering nothing but Sounds 
of Joy; their Hands, Feet, and all the reſt of 
their Members in their Geſtures, diſcovering a 
paſſionate Longing, and Earneſtneſs to meet and 
embrace their new Sovereign. | Quid ergo retri- 
buam? Shall I allow in myſelf that which I 
could neyer bear with in another? No, I muſt 
plainly and freely confeſs here, in all your Audi- 
ences, that I did ever naturally fo far miſlike a 
Tongue too ſmooth, and diligent in paying their 
Creditors, with Lip-Payment and verbal Thanks, 
as I ever ſuſpecteq that Sort of People, meant 
not to pay their Debtors in more ſubſtantial Sort 
of Coin. And therefore for expreſſing of my 
Thankfulneſs, I muſt reſort unto the other -two. 
Reaſons of my convening of this Parliament, 
by them in Action to utter my Thankſulneſs: 
Both the ſaid Reaſons having but one Ground, 
which is the Deeds whereby all the Days of my 
Life, Iam, by God's Grace, to expreſs my ſaid 
Thankfulneſs towards you, but divided in this ;. 
That in the firſt of theſe two, mine Actions of 
Thanks are fo inſeparably conjoined with my 
Perſon, as they are in a Manner become indivi- 
dually annexed to the ſame. In the other Rea- 
ſon, mine Actions are ſuch, as I may either do 
them, or leaye them undone, tho' by God's Grace, 
I hope never to be weary of the doing them. 
* As to the firſt, it is the Bleſſings which God 
hath, in my Perſon, beſtowed upon you all, 
wherein I proteſt, I do more glory at the ſame for 
your Weal, than for any particular reſpect of my 
own Reputation or Advantage therein. 
The firſt then of the Bleſſings, which God 
hath jointly with my Perſon ſent unto you, is 
\ outward Peace; that is, Peace Abroad with al! 
Foreign Neighbours : For, I thank God, I may 
juſtly ſay, that never ſince I was a King, I either 
received Wrong of any other Chriſtian Prince or 
State, or did Wrong to any: I have ever, I 
© praiſe God, yet kept Peace and Amity 9 
os which 
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which hath been ſo far tied to my Perſon, as at An. 1. 2 4 
663 


my coming here you are Witneſſes, I found the 
State embarked in a great and tedious War, and 
only by mine Arrival here, and by the Peace in 
my Perſon, is now Amity kept, where War was 
before, which is no ſmall Bleſſing to a Chriſtian 
Common- Wealth : For by Peace Abroad with 
their Neighbours the Towns flouriſh, the Mer- 
chants become rich, the Trade doth increaſe, 
and the People of all Sorts in the Land enjoy 
free Liberty to exerciſe themſelves in their ſeve- 
ral Vocations, without Peril or Diſturbance, 
Not that I think this outward Peace ſo unſepara- 
bly tied to my Perſon, as I dare aſſuredly promiſe 
to myſelf, and to you, the certain Continuance 
thereof; but thus far I can very well aſſure you, 
and, on the Word of a King, promiſe unto you, 
that I ſhall never give the firſt Occaſion of the 


Breach thereof; neither ſhall I ever be moved 


for any Particular, or private Paſſion of Mind, 
to interrupt your Public Peace, except I be for- 
ced thereunto, either for Reparation of the Ho- 
nour of the Kingdom, or elſe by Neceſſity for the 
Weal and Preſervation of the ſame : In which 
Caſe, a ſecure and honourable War mult be pre- 
ferred to an unſecure and diſhonourable Peace. 
Yet Ido hope, by my Experience of the by-paſt 
Bleſſings of Peace, which God hath ſo long, 
ever fince my Birth, beſtowed upon me, that 
he wilt not be weary to continue the ſame, nor 
repent him of his — towards me; transfer- 
ring that Sentence of King David's upon his by- 
paſt Victories of War, to mine of Peace; that 
that God who preſerved me from the devouring 
Jaws of the Bear, and of the Lion, and delivered 
them into my Hand, ſhall now alſo grant me 
Victory over that uncircumciſed Phili/tine. 
But although outward Peace be a great Bleſ- 
ſing, yet it is as far inferior to Peace within, as 
Civil Wars are more cruel and unnatural than 
Wars Abroad. And therefore the ſecond great 
Bleſſing that God hath, with my Perſon, ſent unto 
* you 
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ou, is Peace within, and that in a double Form: 
irſt, by my Deſcent lineally out of the Loins 


© of Henry VII. is re- united and confirmed in me 
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the Union of the two Princely Roſes of the two 
Houſes of Lancaſter and Tort, whereof that 
King, of happy Memory, was the firſt Uniter, 
as he was alſo the firſt Ground-layer of the other 
Peace (the lamentable and miſerable Events, by 
the civil and bloody Diſſenſion betwixt theſe two 
Houſes was ſo great, and ſo late, as it need not 
be renewed unto your Memories) which as it was 
firſt ſettled and united in him, fo it is now re- 
united and confirmed in me ; being juſtly and 
lineally deſcended, not only of that happy Con- 
junction, but of both the Branches thereof in 
many Timesbefore. But the Union of theſe two 
Princely Houſes is nothing comparable to the 
Union of two ancient and famous Kingdoms, 
which is the other inward Peace annexed to 
my Perſon. | | 

And here I muſt crave your Patience for a lit- 
tle Space, to give me Leave to diſcourſe more 
particularly of the Benefits that do ariſe of that 
Union which is made in my Blood, being a Mat- 
ter that belongeth moſt properly to me to ſpeak 
of, as the Head, wherein that great Body is 
united. And firſt, if we were to look no higher 
than to Natural and Phyſical Reaſons, we may 
eaſily be perſuaded of the great Benefits that by 
that Union do redound to the whole Iflahd : For 
if twenty thouſand Men be a ſtrong Army, is not 
the Double thereof, forty thouſand, a double the 
ſtronger Army? If a Baron enricheth himſelf with 
double as many Lands as he had before, is he not 
double the greater? Nature teacheth us, that 
Mountains are made of Motes ; and that at firſt, 
Kingdoms being divided, and every particular 
Town, or little Country (as Tyrants or Uſur- 
pers could obtain the Poſſeſſion) a Signory 
apart, many of theſe little Kingdoms are now in 
Proceſs of Time, by the Ordinance of God, 


+ joined into great Monarchies, whereby they are 


* become 
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become powerful within themſelves, to defend 2 


themſelves from all outward Invaſions, and their 
Head and Governor thereby enabled to redeem 
them from Foreign Aſſaults, and puniſh private 
Tranſgreſſions within. Do we do not yet re- 
member that this Kingdom was divided into 
ſeven little Kingdoms, befides Tales? And is it 
not now the ſtronger by their Union ? And hath 
not the Union of Wales to England added a 
greater Strength thereto? Which, though it was 
a great Principality, was nothing comparable m 
Greatneſs and Power to the antient and. famous 
Kingdom of Scotland, But what ſhall we ſtick 
upon any natural Appearance, when it is mani- 
feſt, that God, by his Almighty Providence, 
hath pre-ordained it ſo to be? Hath not God 


firſt united theſe two Kingdoms, both in Lan- 


age and Religion, and Similitude of Manners? 
ea, hath he not made us all in one Iſland, com- 
paſſed with one Sea, and of itſelf, by Nature, fo 
indiviſible, as almoſt thoſe. that were Borderers 
themſelves on the late Borders, cannot diſtin- 
iſh, nor know, or diſcern their own Limits ? 

ſe two Countries being ſeparated neither by 

Sea nor great River, Mountain nor other 
Strength of Nature, but only by little ſmall 
Brooks, or demoliſhed little Walls, ſo as rather 
they were divided in Apprehenſion, than in Ef- 
fect ; and now in the End and Fulneſs of Time 
united, the Right and Title of both in my Per- 
ſon, alike lineally deſcended of both the Crowns, 
whereby it is now become in a little World with 
itſelf, being intrenched and fortified round about 
with a natural, and yet admirable, ſtrong Pond 
or Ditch, whereby all the former Fears of this Na- 
tion are now quite cut off: The other Part of the 
Iſland being ever before now, not only the Place 
of landing to all Strangers that were to make In- 
vaſion here, but likewiſe moved by the Enemies 
of this State, by untimely Incurlion:, to make 
inforced Diverſion from their Conqueſts, for 
defending themſelves at Home, and keeping 
* ture 
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« ſure their Back-Door, as then it was called, 
which was the greateſt Hindrance and Lett my 
Predeceſſors of this Nation ever got, in diſturb- 
ing them from their many famous and glorious 
Conqueſts Abroad: I bat God bath conjoined then, 
let no Man ſeparate. I am the Huſband, and all 
the whole Iſland is my lawful Wife ; I am the 
Head, and it is my Body ; I am the Shepherd, 
and it is my Flock: I hope, therefore, no Man 
will be ſo unreaſonable as to think that I, that am 
a Chriſtian King under the Goſpel, ſhould be a 
Polygamiſt, and Huſband to two Wives; that 1 
being the Head, ſhould have a divided and mon- 
ſtrous Body; or that being the Shepherd of ſo 
fair a Flock (whoſe Fold hath no Wall to fence 
it but the four Seas) ſhould have my Flock parted 
in two. But as I am aſſured, that no honeſt 
Subject, of whatſoever Degree, within my whole 
Dominions, is leſs glad of this joyful Union 
than I am; ſo may the frivolous Objedtion of 
any that would be Hinderers of this Work 
(which God hath in my Perſon already eſtabliſh- 
ed) be eaſily anſwered ; which can be none, ex- 
cept ſuch as are either blinded with Ignurance, or 
elſe tranſported with Malice, being unable to 
live in a well-governed Common- Wealth, and 
only delighting to fiſh in troubled Waters: For 
if they would ſtand upan their Reputation, and 
Privileges of any of the Kingdoms ; I pray you, 
were not both of the Kingdoms Monarchies from 
the Beginning? And, conſequently, could ever 
the Body be counted without the Head, which 
was ever unſepatably joined thereunto? So that 
as the Honour and Privileges of any of the King- 
doms could not be divided from their Sovereign ; 
fo are they now confounded and joined in my 
Perſon, who am equal and alike kindly Head to 
both. When this Kingdom of England wes 
divided into ſo many petty Kingdoms (as I told 
you before) one of them eat up another, till they 
were all united into One. And yet can Milt 
ire or Devonſhire, which were of the Weſt-Sax- 
| * 0% 
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© and did, by Conqueſt, overcome divers of the 
© reſt of the little Kingdoms) make Claim to Priority 
of Place or Honour before Su//ex, Eſſex, or other 
© Shires, which were conquered by them? And 
have we not the like Experience in the Kingdom 
* of France, being compoſed of divers Duchies, 
and one after another conquered by the Sword ? 
For even as little Brooks loſe their Names by 
running and * into great Rivers, and the 
very Name and Memory of great Rivers ſwal- 
© lowed up in the Ocean: So by the Conjunction 
© of divers little Kingdoms into One, are all theſe 
private Differences and Queſtions ſwallowed up. 
And fince the Succeſs was happy of the Saxon 
Kingdoms, conquered by the Spear of Bellona ; 
© now much greater Reaſon have we to expect a 
happy Iſſue of this greater Union, which is only 
* faſtened and bound up by the Wedding-Ring of 
Areas And as God hath made Scotland (the 
© one Half of this Iſland) to enjoy my Birth, and 
c the firſt and moſt imperfet Half of my Life; 
5 and you here to enjoy the perfect and laſt Half 
© thereof ; So can I not think that any would be 
* ſo injurious to me, no not in their Thoughts and 
* Wiſhes, as to cut aſunder the one Half of me 
from the other. But in this Matter I have far 
enough inſiſted, reſting aſſured, that in your 
* Hearts and Minds you all applaud this my Diſ- 
* courſe. 
No although theſe Bleſſings (before rehearſed) 
of inward and outward Peace be great; yet ſee- 
ing that in all good Things a great Part of their 
Goodneſs and Eſtimation is loſt, if they have 
not Appearance of Perpetuity or long Continu- 
ance : So hath it pleaſedAlmighty God to accom- 
6 er my Perſon alſo with that Favour, having 
© healthful and hopeful Iſſue of my Body (whereof 
* ſome are here preſent) for Continuance and Pro- 
© pagation of that vndoubted Right which is in my 
* Perfon; under whom I doubt not but it will 
$ pleaſe God to proſper and continue for _ 
$ Years 
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© Years this Union, and all other Bleſſings of in- 
© ward and outward Peace which I have brought 
« with me. | 
© Butneither Peace outward, nor Peace inward, 
nor any other Bleſſing that can follow thereupon, 
nor Appearance of the Perpetuity thereof, by 
Propagation in Poſterity, are but weak Pillars, 
and rotten Reeds to lean unto; if God doth not 
ſtrengthen, and, by the Staff of his Bleſſing, 
make them durable; for in Vain doth the Watch- 
man 'watch the City, if the Lord be not the 
rincipal Defence thereof; in Vain doth the 
Builder build the Houſe, if God give not the 
Succefs ; and in Vain (as Paul faith) doth Pau 
lant, and Apollbs water, if God give not the 
— ; ſor all Wordly Blefings are but like 
ſwift paſſing Shadows, fading Flowers, or Chaff 
blown before the Wind, if by the Profeffion of 
true Religion, and Works according thereunto, 
God be not moved to maintain and ſettle the 
Thrones of Princes. And, although, that ſince 
mine Entry into this Kingdom, I have both by 
meeting with divers of the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtate, 
and likewife by divers Proclamations clearly de- 
clared by Mind in Points of Religion; yet do I 
not think it amiſs, in this ſo ſolemn an Audience, 
to take Occafron to diſcover ſomewhat' of the 
Secrets of my Heart in that Matter. For I ſhall 
never (with God's Grace) be aſhamed to make 
publick Profeſſion thereof upon all Occaſions, left 
God ſhould be aſhamed of me before Men and 
Angels; eſpecially left at this Time Men might 
preſume further, upon the Miſ-Knowledge of my 
Meaning, to trouble this Parliament of ours than 
were convenient. 
At my firſt coming, although I found but one 
Religion, and that which by myſelf is proſeſſed, 
« publickly allowed, and by the Law maintained; 
yet found I another Sort of Religion, befides : 
0 one Se, lurking within the Bowels of this 
Nation. The firſt is the true Religion, which 
by me is profeſſed, and by Law is eftabliſhed : 
| The 
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truly Papiſts: The third which I call a Sect ra- 
ther than a Religion, is the Puritans and Nove- 
liſts ; who-do not ſo far differ from us in Points 
of Religion, as in their confuſed Form of Policy 
and Parity; being ever diſcontented with the 
preſent Government, and impatient to. ſuffer 
any Superiority, which maketh their Sects inſuf- 
ferable in any well-governed Common- Wealth. 
But as for my Courſe towards them, I remit it 
to my Proclamations made upon that Subject. 

And now for the Papiſts, I muſt put a Differ- 
ence betwixt mine own private Profeſſion of 
mine own Salvation, and my politick Govern- 
ment of the Realm for the Weal and Quietneſs 
thereof. As for mine own Profeſhon, you 
have me your Head now amongſt you of the 
ſame Religion that the Body is of. As I am 
no Stranger to you in Blood, no more am I 
a Stranger to you in Faith, or in the Matters 
concerning the Houſe of God. And although 
this my Profeſſion be according to mine Edu- 
cation, wherein (I thank God) I ſucked the 
Milk of God's Truth, with the Milk of my 


Nurſe : Yet do I here proteſt unto you, that I 


would never for ſuch a Conceit of Conſtancy 
or other — Opinion, have ſa firmly kept 
my firſt Profeſhon, if I had not found it agree- 
able to all Reaſon, and to the Rule of my Con- 
ſcience. But I was never violent nor unreaſon- 
able in my Profeſſion : I acknowledge the Ro- 
man Church to be our Mother Church, although 
defiled with ſome Infirmities and Corruptions, as 
the Jetos were when they crucified Chriſt: And 
as I am none Enemy to the Life of a fick Man, 
becauſe I would have his Body purged of ill 
Humours ; no more am I Enemy to their 
Church, becauſe I would have them reform 
their Errors, not wiſhing the Down-throwing 


of the Temple; but that it might be purged and 
© cleanſed from Corruption : Otherwiſe, How 
can they wiſh us to enter, if their Houſe be 


© not 
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not firſt made clean ? But as I would be loather 
to diſpenſe in the leaſt Point of mine own Con- 
* ſcience for any wordly Reſpect, than the 
« fooliſheſt Preciſian of them all, ſo would I be 
as ſorry to ſtrait the politick Government of 
the Bodies and Minds of all my Subjects to my 
private Opinions: Nay, my Mind was ever ſo 
free from Perſecution or Thralling of my Sub- 
« jets in Matters of Conſcience, as I hope, that 
* thoſe of that Profeſſion within this Kingdom 
have a Proof ſince my Coming, that I was fo 
far from increaſing their Burdens with Reboboam, 
© as I have ſo much as either Time, Occaſion, 
or Law could permit, lightened them. And 
© even now at this Time, have I been careful to 
* reviſe and conſider deeply upon the Laws made 
© againſt them, that ſome Overture may be pro- 
* poned to the preſent Parliament for clearing theſe 
Laus, by Reaſon, (which is the Soul of the 
Law) in Caſe they have been in Times paſt 
© further, or more rigorouſly extended by Judges, 
* than the Meaning of the Law, was, or might 
© tend, to the Hurt as well of the innocent as of 
* guilty Perfons. And as to the Perſons of my Sub- 
* jets which are of that Profeſſion, I muſt divide 
© them into two Ranks, Clericks and Layicks ; 
for the Part of the Layicks, certainly, I ever 
thought them far more excuſable than the o- 
ther Sort; becauſe that Sort of Religion con- 
taineth ſuch an ignorant, doubtful, and implicit 
Kind of Faith in the Layicks grounJed upon 
their Church, as except they generally believe 
whatſoever their Teachers pleaſe to affirm, they 
cannot be thought guilty of theſe particular Points 
of Hereſies and Corruptions, which their Teachers 
do ſo wilfully profeſs. And again, I muſt ſub- 
divide the fame Layicks into two Ranks ; that 
is, either quiet and well minded Men, peaceable 
Subjects, who either being old, have retained 
«* their firſt drunken-in Liquor, upon a certain 
* Shamefacedneſs to be thought curious or change- 
able; or being young Men, thro' evil 3 
have 


S K W 6 6 


1 


SD Bao og eaobnea S053 oo , fr  _ woe aaa 


« 
C 


Of ENGLAND. 3:1 


© have never been nurſed or brought up, but u- an. 2. James I. 


pon ſuch Venom in place of wholeſome Nutri- 
ment: And that Sort of People, I would be ſor- 
ry to puniſh their Bodies for the Error of their 
Minds, the Reformation whereof muſt only 
come of God, and the true Spirit. But the o- 
ther Rank of Layicks, who, either through 
Curiofity, Affectation of Novelty, or Diſcon- 
tentment in their private Humours, have chan- 
ed their Coats, only to be factious Stirrers of 
ition, and Perturbers of the Common- Wealth; 
their Backwardneſs in their Religion giveth a 
Ground to me the Magiſtrate, to take the better 
heed to their Proceedings, and to correct their 
Obſtinacy. But for the Part of the Clericks, I 
muſt directly ſay, and affirm, That as long as 
they maintain one ſpecial Point of their Doctrine, 
and another Point of their Practice, they are no 
Way ſufferable to remain in this Kingdom, 
Their Point of Doctrine, is that arrogant and 
ambitious Supremacy of their Head, the Pope ; 
whereby, he not only claims to be Spiritual Head 
of all Chriſtians, but alſo to have an Imperial 
Civil Power over all Kings and Emperors ; de- 
throning and decrowning Princes with his Foot 
as pleaſeth him; and diſpenſing and diſpoſing of 
all 122 and Empires at his Appetite. The 
other Point which they obſerve in continual 
Practice, is the Aſſaſſinates and Murders of 
Kings; thinking it no Sin, but rather a Matter 
of Salvation, to do all Acts of Rebellion and 
Hoſtility againſt their natural Sovereign Lord, 
if he be once curſed, his Subjects diſcharged of 
their Fidelity, and his Kingdom given a Prey by 
that three crowned- Monarch, or rather Monſter, 
their Head. And in this Point, I have no Oc- 
caſion to ſpeak further here; ſaving that I could 
wiſh from my Heart, that it would pleaſe God 
to make me one of the Members of ſuch a gene- 
ral Chriſtian Union in Religion, as laying Wil- 
fulneſs aſide on both Hands, we might meet in 
the Midſt, which is the Center and _ 
> 
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An. i. James 1.* of all Things. For, if they would leave, and 
1903- * be aſhamedof ſuch new and groſs Corruptions of 
© theirs, as themſelves cannot maintain, nor deny 
© to be worthy of Reformation; I would, fog 
mine on Part, be content to meet them in 
the Mid-Way, ſo that all Novelties might be 
© renounced on either Side. For-as my Faith is 
© the true, ancient Catholick and Apoſtolick 
Faith, grounded upon the Scriptures and expreſs 
Word of God: So will I ever yield all Reve- 
rence to Antiquity in the Points of Ecclefiaſtical 
© Policy ; and by that Means, ſhall I ever with 
© God's Grace, keep my ſelf from either being an 
© Heretick in Faith, or Schiſmatiek- in Matters of 
© Policy, But of one Thing would I have the 
* Papiſts of this Land to be admoniſhed, That 
© they preſume not ſo much upon my Lenity 
* (becauſe I would be loath to be thought a Perſe- 
© cutor) as thereupon, to think it lawful for them 
daily to increaſe their Number and Strength in 
* this Kingdom; whereby, if not in my Time, 
at leaſt in the Time of my Poſterity, they might 
de in hope to erect their Religion again. No; 
* let them aſſure themſelves, That, as I am a 
Friend to their Perſons, if they be good Subjects; 
öſo am lan avowed Enemy, and dodenounce mor- 
tal War to their Errors: And, that as I would be 
© ſorry to be driven by their ill Behaviour from 
* the Protection and Conſervation of their Bodies 
© and Lives; ſo will I never ceaſe, as far I can, 
© to tread down their Errors and wrong Opinions. 
For, I could not permit the Increaſe and 
Growing of their Religion, without Firſt be- 
« traying of my ſelf and mine own Conſcience : 
« Secondly, This whole Iſle, as well the Part I 
am come from, as the Part I remain in, in 
« beyaying their Liberties, and reducing them to 
© the former flaviſh Yoak, which both had caſt 
off before I came amongſt them: And, Third-- 
ly, The Liberty of the Crown in my Poſterity, 
* which I ſhould leave again in Slavery; having 
* found it left free to me by my DTD. 
| A 
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And therefore, would I wiſh all good Subjects An, 2. James I. 
3. 


© that are deceived with that Corruption; firſt, if 
they find any Beginning of Inſtinction in them- 
© ſelves of Knowledge and Love to the Truth, to 
* foſter the ſame by all lawful Means, and to 
© beware of quenching the Spirit that worketh 
* within them ; and if they can find as yet no 
Motion tending that Way, to be ſtudious to read 
and confer with learned Men; and to uſe all 
* {ſuch Means as may further their Reſolution, aſ- 
* ſuring themſelves, that as long as they are diſ- 
* conformable in Religion from us, they cannot 
© be but half my Subjects; be able to do but half 
© Service, and I to want the beſt Half of them, 
* which is their Souls. And here have I Oc- 
* cafion to ſpeak to y_ my Lords the Biſhops : 
For as you, my Lord of Durham, ſaid very 
© learnedly to Day in your Sermon, Correction 
© without Inſtruction, is but @ Tyranny ; ſo ought 
© you, and all the Clergy under you, to be more 
careful, vigilant, and diligent than you have been, 
© to win Souls to God, as well by your exemplary 
Life, as Doctrine. And fince you ſee how care- 
ful they are, ſparing neither Labour, Pains, nor 
© extreme Peril of their Perſons to divert, (the De- 
vil is fo buſy a Biſhop) ye ſhould be the more 
* careful and wakeful in your Charges. Follow 
the Rule preſcribed you by St. Paul, Be careful 
© to exhort and to inſlruft in Seaſon and out of Sea- 
* /on ; and where you have been any way ſluggiſh 
© before, now waken yourſelves up again with 
* a new Diligence in this Point, remitting the 
* Succeſs to God, who calling them either at the 
* ſecond, third, tenth or twelfth Hour, as they 
© are alike welcome to him, ſo ſhall they be to me, 
his Lieutenant here. 

The third Reaſon of my conveening of you at 
* this Time, which containeth ſuch Actions of my 
© Thankfulneſs toward you, as I may either de, 
© or leave undone, yet ſhall, with God's Grace, 
© ever preſs to perform all the Days of my Life: 
It conſiſts in theſe two Points, in making of Laws 

Vor. V. C © at 
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at certain Times, which is only at ſuch Times 
as this in Parliament, or in the careful Execution 
thereof at all other Times. As for the making 
of them, I will thus far faithfully promite unto 
you, that I will ever prefer the Weal of the 
Body, and of the whole Common-Wealth, in 
making of good Laws and Conſtitutions, to any 
particular or private Ends of mine, thinking ever 
the Wealth and Weal of the Common- Wealth 
to be my greateſt Weal and wordly Felicity : A 
Point wherein a lawful King doth directly differ 
from a Tyrant. But at this Time, Iam only 
thus far to forwarn you in that Point, that 
ou beware to .ſeek the making of too many 
ws, for two eſpecial Reaſons : Firſt, be- 
cauſe In corruptiſſima Republica plurime Le- 
ges; and the Execution of good Laws is 
far more profitable in a Common-Wealth, than 
to burden Men's Memories with the mak- 
ing of too many of them. And next, becauſe 
the making of too many Laws in one Parliament, 
will bring in Confuſion, for Lack of Leiſure 
wiſely to deliberate before you conclude : For 
the Biſhop ſaid well To-day, that to Delibera- 
tion would a large Time be given, but to Exe- 
cution a greater Promptneſs was required. As 
for the Execution of good Laws, it hath been 
very wiſely and honourably foreſeen and ordered 
by my Predeceſſors in this Kingdom, in planting 
ſuch a Number of Judges, and all Sorts of Ma- 
giſtrates in convenient Places for the Execution 
of the ſame: And therefore muſt I now turn me 
to you that are Judges and Magiſtrates under 
me, as mine Eyes and Ears in this Cafe. I can 
fay none otherwiſe to you then as Ezektas, the 
good King of Juda, ſaid to their Judges, Re- 
member that the Thrones you fit on are God's, and 
neither yours nor mine: And that as you mult be 
anſwerable to me, ſo muſt both you and I be 
anſwerable to God, for the due Execution 
of our Offices. "That Place is no Place for you 
to uttef your Affections in, you muſt not there 
| . © hate 


hate your Foe nor love your Friend, fear the An. 1. James I. 
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* Offence of the greater Party, or pity the Miſery 
of the meaner; ye muſt be blind and not ſee 
Diſtinctions of Perſons, handleſs, not to receive 


Bribes; but keep that juſt Temper and Mid- 


Courſe in all your Proceedings, that like a juſt 
Balance ye may neither ſway to the Right nor 


© Left Hand. Three principal Qualities are re- 
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quired in you, Knowledge, Courage, and Sin- 
cerity : That you may diſcern with Knowledge, 


execute with Courage, and do both in upright 


Sincerity. And, as ſor my Part, I do vow and 
proteſt here in the Preſence of God, and of this 
honourable Audience, I never ſhall be weary, 
nor omit no Occaſion, wherein I may ſhew my 
Carefulneſs of the Execution of good Laws. 
And as I wiſh you that are Judges not to be 
weary in your Office in doing of it; ſo I ſhall 
never be weary, with God's Grace, to take Ac- 
count of you, which is properly my Calling. 

And thus having told you the three Cauſes of 
my conveening of this Parliament, all three tend- 
ing only to utter my Thankſulneſs, but in divers 
Forms, the firſt by Word, the other two by 
Action; I do confeſs that when I have done and 
performed all that in this Speech I have promiſed, 
Inutilis Seruus ſum : Inutile, becauſe the Meaning 
of the Word Inutilis in that Place of Scripture is 
underſtood, that in doing all that Service which 
we can to God, it is but our Due, and we do 
nothing to God but that which we are bound to 
do. And in like Manner, when TI have done all 
that I can for you, I do nothing but that which 
I am bound to do, and am accountable to God 
upon the contrary : For I do acknowledge, that 
the ſpecial and greateſt Point of Difference that 
is betwixt a rightful King and an uſurping Tyrant 
is in this 3 that whereas the proud and ambitious 
Tyrant doth think his Kingdom and People are 
only ordained for Satisfaction of his Defires and 
unreaſonable Appetites; the righteous and juſt 


King doth, by the 93 acknowledge him- 
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©. ſelf to be ordained for the procuring of the Wealth 


and Proſperity of his People, and that his great- 
eft and principal wordly Felicity muſt conſiſt in 
their Proſperity. If you be rich I cannot be 
poor; if you be happy I cannot but be fortunate; 
and I proteſt, that your Welfare ſhall ever be my 
greateſt Care and Contentment : And that I am 
a Servant it is moſt true, that as I am Head and 
Governor of all the People in my Dominion 
who are my natural Vaſſals and Sub) „ conſi- 
dering them in Numbers and diſtinct Ranks; fo 
if we will take the whole People as one Body and 
Maſs, then as the Head is ordained for the 
Body, and not the Body for the Head ; ſo muſt 
a righteous King know himſelf to be ordained for 
his People, and not his People for him : For 
although a King and People be Relata, yet can 
he be no King if he want People and Subjects. 
But there be many People in the World that 
lack a Head, wherefore I will never be aſhamed 
to confeſs it my principal Honour, to be the great 
Servant of the Common- Wealth, and ever think 
the Proſperity thereof to be my greateſt Felicity, 
as I have already ſaid. 
gut as it was the whole Body of this Kingdom, 
with an uniform Aſſent and Harmony, as I told 
you in the Beginning of my Speech, which did 
ſo far oblige me in Good-Will and Thankfulneſs 
of Requiral by their Alacrity and Readineſs in de- 
claring and receiving me to that Place which God 
had provided for me, and not any particular Per- 
ſons : {for then it had not been the Body) So is 
my Thankfulneſs due to the whole State. For 
even as in Matter of Faults, Quod a multis pecca- 
tur, impune peccatur: Even ſo even in the Mat- 
ter of virtuous and good Deeds, what is done by 
the willing Conſent and Harmony of the whole 
Body, no particular Perſon can juſtly claim 
Thanks as proper to him for the ſame. And 
therefore I muſt here make a little Apology for 
myſelf, in that I could not fatisfy the particular 
Humours of eyery Perſon, that looked for ſome 
| * Advance- 
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Advancement or Reward at my Hand, fince my An. 1. 


Entry into this Kingdom. Three Kind of Things 
© were craved of me: Advancement to Honour, 
© Preferment to Place of Credit about my Perſon, 
* and Reward in Matters of Land or Profit. If I 
© had beſtowed Honour upon all, no Man could 
© have been advanc'd to Honour, For the De- 
© orees of Honour do conſiſt in preferring ſome 
© above their Fellows. If every Man had the like 
© Acceſs to my Privy or Bed-Chamber, then no Man 
© could have it, becauſe it cannot contain all. And 
© if I had beſtowed Lands and Rewards upon every 
Man, the Fountain of my Liberality would be 
© ſo exhauſted and dried, as I would lack Means 
© to be liberal to any Man. And yet was I not fo 
© ſparing, but I may, without vaunting, affirm, 
that I have enlarged my Favour in all the three 
© Degrees, towards as many and more than ever 
King of England did in ſo ſhort a Space: No, I 
© rather crave your Pardon that I have been ſo 
* bountiful: For if the Means of the Crown be 
© waſted, I behoved then to have Recourſe to you 
my Subjects, and be burdenſome to you, which 
] would be lotheſt to be of any King alive. For 
as it is true, that as I have already ſaid, it was a 
© whole Body which did deſerve ſo well at my 
Hand, and not every particular Perſon ot the 
People: Yet were there ſome who by reaſon of 
© their Office, Credit with the People or otherwiſe, 
© took Occaſion both before, and at the Time of 
* my coming amongſt you, to give Proof of their 
Love and Affection towards me. Not that I am 
any way in Doubt, that if other of my Subjects 
* had been in their Places, and had had the like 
* Occafion, but they would have uttered the like 
good Effects, —— general and ſo great were the 
Love and Affection of you all towards me:) But 


, A this having been periormed by ſome ſpecial 
* Perſons, I could not, without Unthankfulneſs, 
* but requite them accordingly. And therefore 
* had I juſt Occafion to advance ſome in Honour, 


* ſome to Places of Service about me, and by re- 
C 3 © warding 
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An. 7. James J. warding to enable ſome who had deſerved well 
©. of me, and were not otherwiſe able to maintain 


1603, 


the Ranks I thought them capable of; and others, 


© who although they had not particularly deſerved 
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before, yet I found them capable and worthy of 
Place of Preferment and Credit, and not able to 
fuſtain thoſe Places for which I thought them fit, 
without my Help. Two eſpecial Cauſes moved 
me to be ſo open handed; whereof the one was 
reaſonable and honourable z but the other, I will 
not be aſhamed to confeſs unto you, proceeded 
of mine own Infirmity. That which was juſt 
and honourable, was, that being ſo far beholding 
to the Body of the whole State, I thought I could 
not refuſe to let run ſome ſmall Brooks out of the 
Fountain of my Thankfulneſs to the whole, for 
refreſhing, of particular Perſons that were Mem- 
bers of that Multitude. The other, which pro- 
ceeded out of mine own Infirmity, was the Mul- 
titude and Importunity of Suitors, But although 
Reaſon come by Infuſion in a Manner, yet Ex- 
perience groweth with Time and Labour: And 
therefore do I not doubt, but Experience in Time 
coming will both teach the particular Subjects of 
this Kingdom, not to be ſo importune and undiſ- 
crete in craving; and me not to be ſo eaſily 
and lightly moved, in granting that which may 
be harmful to my Eſtate, and conſequently to 
the whole Kingdom. 
And thus having at length declared unto you 
my Mind in all che Points, for the which I cal- 
led this Parliament: My Concluſion ſhall only 
now be to excuſe myſelf, in Caſe you have not 
found ſuch Eloquence in my Speech, as perad- 
venture you. might have looked for at my Hands. 
I might, if I liſt, alledge the great Weight of 
my Affairs and my continual Buſineſs and Diſtrac- 
tion, that I could never have Leiſure to think 
upon what I was to ſpeak, before I came to the 
Place where I was to ſpeak: And I might alſo 
alledge, that my firſt Sight of this ſo famous and 
honourable an Aſſembly, might likewiſe breed 
| EIN ; © ſome 
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* ſome Impediment. But leaving theſe Excuſes, an, 1. James I, 


© T will plainly and freely, in my Manner, tell 
you the true Cauſe of it, which is, that it be- 
© cometh a King, in my Opinion, to uſe no other 
© Eloquence than Plainneſs and Sincerity. By 
© Plainneſs I mean, that his Speeches ſhould be ſo 
© clear and void of all Ambiguity, that they may 
© not be thrown, nor rent aſunder into contrary 
© Senſes like the old Oracles of the Pagan Gods. 
And by Sincerity, I underſtand that Uprightneſs 
© and Honeſty which ought. to be in a King's 
© whole Speeches and Actions: That as far as a 
King is in Honour erected above any of his Sub- 
© jets, ſo far ſhould he ſtrive in Sincerity to be 
© above them all, and that his Tongue ſhould be 
© ever the true Meſſenger of his Heart: And this 
Sort of Eloquence may you ever aſſuredly look 
* for at my Hands.” 


The King's long Speech being ended, the Lord 
Chancellor made a ſhort one, according to Form 
and Order; and, in the End, fignified his Ma- 
jeſty's Pleaſure to the Commons, that they ſhould 
go and make Choice of a Speaker, and preſent him 
to the King on the 22d of the ſame Month, or 
three Days after. Accordingly, on the ſaid Day, 


Sir Edward Phellips, Knt. King's Serjeant, was g;. paward Phel- 
brought up to the Bar of the Houſe of Lords, by lips, Kt. Speaker, 


ſeveral Knights and Burgeſſes, as their Speaker, 

and, with the uſual Ceremonies, was allowed. 
The Fournals of the Houſe of Commons, for 
this, and all the ſucceeding Parliaments, are much 
more copious and circumſtantial than formerly ; 
therefore to take Notice of every Incident, would 
be endleſs. For the firſt Days of this Seſſion, they 
are moſtly taken up with regulating Elections, and 
aſcertaining Privileges, &c. which we ſhall omit ; 
except the famous Caſe of Sir Francis Goodwin and 
Sir John Forte/ſcue, which muſt find a Place in theſe 
Enquiries When any Thing elſe occurs in theſe 
* not taken Notice of by the Lords, it 
all alſo find a Place; and, they begin the firſt Par- 
liament 
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An, 1. James I. liament of this King with a very extraordinary 
" 160% | Preface; which, for the Rarity of it, deſerves in- 
ſerting. | 

Lune, Martii 19, 1603. | 

After reciting the Time of the Seſſion, with the 
King'sTitles,&:, it goes on in the followingManher. 
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| . H E firſt Frame of this earthly Body of a 
— 2 Chaos became a diſtinct Eſſence of Crea- 
nals of this Far- tures. (b) Aan, the moſt noble by Nature, born 
* to a Law, out of that gave Law to others, and to 
f himſelf. Hence Order, the Luſtre of Nature, 
ided by a Firſt Eſſence, put all Government into 
2 : Firſt, In Two, who, by Procreation, ac- 
cording to the Rule of Power (Increaſe and multi- 
ply) made a Family, with One Head; by Propa- 
gation, a Tribe, or Kindred, with One Elder, or 
Chief; by Multiplication, a Society, a Province, 
a Country, a Kingdom, with one or more Guides 
or Leaders, of Spirit, apteſt, or, of Choice, fitteſt, 

to govern. | 
his Diviſion, ſorting itſelf into Proprieties, fell, 
in Parts of Right, greater and ſmaller, to ſome 
Tribe, Kindred, or elective Change of Perſon. 
Viciſſitudo Rerum, the Herald of Time, doth war- 
rant this to be the true original Pedigree of Go- 
vernment; and, by a preſent Change, in our own 
Eyes, hath made the Demonſtration more ſubject 
to our Senſe, by our Loſs of an excellent Princeſs, 
by our Gain of a Succeſſor, for eminent Virtue, 
and Experience in Government, famous, and 
peerleſs; leading us, by a momentary Fear, to a 
better Sight of a permanent Happineſs: The Taſte 
and Comfort of which Happineſs did firſt entertain 
us by his Majeſty's Entry in Peace, by his Paſſage 
with Acceptance, and by his Settling with Glory 
and Policy; wherein (his firſt Moving bearing ſome 
Reſemblance of a new World) his firſt Care was, 
to re-create and renew his Laws, the Life of Go- 
yernment, by the greateſt Council of the King- 
| | dom, 
(+) From the printed Journals of the Commons, p. 139. 
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dom, the High- Court of Parliament; which, be“ An. ,, pme 1, 


ing compounded of the three Eſtates (the Body 
Repreſentative of this Common - Wealth) was, 
of Cuſtom, and, in a manner, of Neceſſity, to 
be aſſembled at the City of Lęſiminſter, adjoining 
to the City of London, the Metropolis, or Mother- 
City, of the Kingdom: But, becauſe thoſe Cities, 
as likewiſe many other Parts of the Land, were at 
that Time, and long after, overſpread with d dan- 
gerous Contagion of Peſtilence, the Summons of 
that Aſſembly was deferred until the One-and-thir- 
tieth of January, 1603, next following: At which 
Time, the Heat of that great Sickneſs abating, his 
Majeſty, by the Advice of his Council, gave War- 
rant, under his Signature, to the Lord Elleſmere, 
Lord Chancellor of England, to ſend forth Writs 


of Summons, directed to the Lords Spiritual and 


Temporal, and the Commons, of this Kingdom : 
But, 

We ſhall omit the Form of the Writ in the 
Journal and ſome other Ceremonies, and paſs on 
to the Speaker's Oration made to the King, on his 
being confirmed in that Office, which the ſame 
Authority gives us in theſe Words: 


Maſt renqwned, and of all other moſt worthy to be 
admired, Sovereign: 


Heaven hath created Man to govern his Oration to the 


160g. 


; | \ S the ſupreme and all-powerful King of The Speaker's 
* Wor 


ks, ſo did he depute terreſtrial Kings, in King 


* whom his Image was, to govern Men ; but yet 
© ſo, as ſtill to think, that they themſelyes are but 
© Men: And to that End adorned them with three 
Imperial Enſigns of Honour; a Crown, a Scep- 


© ter, and a Sword; commanding to the Crown 


© Reverence, to the Scepter Obedience, and to the 
© Sword Fear: Wherewith, in his divine Diſtri- 
© bution of Kings and Kingdoms, he hath i- 
* fied and inveſted your ſacred Perſon, in the Im- 
< perial Throne of this moſt victorious and happy 
Nation, wherein you now do, and Neſtor like, 
long may, fit; not as a Conqueror, by the Sword, 
* but as an undoubted Inheritor, by the Scepter ; 

* not 
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not as a Stepfather, by Match or Alliance, but 
nag à true tender Father, by Deſcent of Na- 
ture, to whom e Children are truly natu- 
© ralized in our Subjection, and from whom in our 
Loyalty we expect unto us a paternal Protecti 


on: The Ark of Government of which King- 


£< 


1 
; 
* 
RS @ 


dom hath ever been ſteered by the Laws of the 
C 2 and theſe diſtributed to the Juriſdiction of 
0 ral Courts of Juſtice ; the Commanding and 
© Imperial Court whereof is this your Majefty's 
Great and High Court of Parliament; by whoſe 
© Power only new Laws are to be inſtituted, im- 
perfect Laws reformed, and inconvenient Laws 
© abrogated; whoſe Juſtice therein is ſuch, and ſo 
© abſolute, that no ſuch Laws can either be inſti- 
© tuted, reformed, or abrogated, but by the Unity 
© of the Commons Agreement, the Lords Accord, 
© and your Majeſty's Royal and Regal Afent ; on- 
© Iy to yaur Highneſs's Prerogative Nullity, by 
© your own Difaſtent to their Concluſions, belong- 
eth; for that this Court ſtandeth compounded of 
two Powers; the one ordinary, the other abſo- 
© Jute: Ordinary, in the Lords and Commons 
Proceedings; but in your Highneſs, abſolute, ei- 
ther negatively- to fruſtrate, or affirmatively to 
confirm; but nat to inſtitute. The Body of 
which Court or Council of Eftate conſiſteth of 
two Houſes; the one, the Lower Houſe of Par- 
liament, the Members whereof are the Knights 
of Shires, and Burgeſſes of Towns and Corpo- 
< rations; the other, the Higher Houſe, framed 
© of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal: The per- 
< ſonal Attendance of all which particular Mem- 
© bers your Majeſty, by your Prerogative Royal, 
© hath now commanded; and accordingly your 
« dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Knights and Bur- 
< gelles of the Lower Houſe, have therein preſent- 
ed themſelves, and, anſwerable to the antient 
Privilege of that Place, and your gracious Li- 
© berty and Favour to them vouchſafed, the better 
© thereby to avoid the Inconvenience of Parity, the 
Mother of Confuſion and Enemy to 4 
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© have nominated my worthleſs Self their unwor- An. 2. 


© thy Speaker; wherein although their Affections 
© arid Loves (the Abuſes of true Opinion and 
Judgment) have in this miſguided their former 
© known and approved Wiſdoms; yet it reſteth in 
your Regal Power, either to breathe Life, or 
© pronounce Death to this their yet unwarranted 
Nomination. Give me Leave therefore, moſt 
© prudent and deſerving Sovereign, ' to appeal from 
© their miſled Opinions, by the Miſguide of their 
Favours, to your approved Juſtice and Judg- 
© ment; and rather therein to blemiſh my defective 
« Self, by laying open my ſecret Imperſections, 
and thereby endamaging only mine own particu- 
© lar Private, than to deceive their Hopes (being 
© of me but waking Dreams) and wrong the 
Weight of this ſo great and important public 
Service; which. requireth to be managed by the 
* abſolute Perfeftion of Experience, the Mother 
of Prudence; by the Profoundneſs of Literature, 
* the Father of true Judgment; and by the Ful- 
© neſs and Grace of Nature's Gifts, which are the 
Beauty and Ornament of Arts and Actions; 
from the Virtues of all and every whereof I am 
© ſo far eſtranged, that not taſting of Parnaſſus's, 
Springs at all, nor of that Honey, left upon the 
Lips of Plate and Pindarus by the Bees, Birds of 


the Mules; as I remain touched with the Error 
of theicontrary, and thereby am diſabled to un- 
©. dergo the Weight of ſo heavy a Burthen, under 


*. which I do already grpan, and ſhall both faint 
© and fail, if not by your. Juſtice disburthened, 
or by your Clemency commiſerate. I there- 
fore, proſtrating myſelf at the, Foot of your Ju- 


© ſtice-ſeat, do implore my Diſcharge; not moved 


© thereto. by any cold Humour to your Highneſs's 
< Service (for therein I rather chuſe to be cooled 


© by Death, than by Want of Will to neglect the 


* ſame) but only through the froſt-bitten Defects of 
mine own Imperfections; which if they could 
+ be repaired with Mind's true Zeal to effect that, 
* which my Heart deſireth, then Life breatheth 


© not 
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An. 1. Juris 1. © not in that Body, who more longeth to employ 
1603, the ſame in all Duties, that may to your Majeſty 

©. be ſerviceable, or to your Highneſs acceptable. 

< Notwithſtanding, as your devoted Subject and 

Servant, I only and wholy ſubject myſelf, my 

State, and Life, as the true Subject of your gra- 

© cious Pleaſure; defiring not longer to live, than 

© fo to live, that my Breath and Life may breathe 

out to your Majeſty Loyalty, Faith, and Obe- 

© dience, whereof my Life and Death ſhall be my 

6 Pawn and Pledge.” = , 


Here he ſtopp'd; bur being told by the Lord 
Chancellor that the King would not excuſe him, 
but confirm the Election of the Commons; he then 
proceeded: _ "AH 

Meft renowned Sovereign, ; 

IF a divided Mind may frame a well-joined 
1 Anſwer, then may I'fay, Too much, more 
than too juſtly, may your Majeſty contemn my 
Wants, but never condemn my Want of Duty: 
© For, although in this Place of Employment 
© (now commanded) I ought, and do, give Pre- 
* cedency to many, yet to none in my Will to do 
vou Service; for therein my Zeal ſhall ever re- 
ſemble the Fire, hot, and yet trembling; hot, 
in my Deſire to diſcharge the full Meaſure of my 
« Duty ; but, Piſander like, trembling, in my 
Fear, leſt, through my Imperfections, I fail in 
© that, which 'T ſhould perform. My Courſe of 
Life bath not been much converſant in the Study 
©of Arts, which might make me ſpeak /cripta vel 
« ſculpta, as Demoſthenes wiſhed; nor in the Poli- 
<* cies of State, of which a Subject to his Sovereign 
* muſt ſpeak breviter aut iter; but in the Pro- 
* feſſion and Practice of the Laws, which are Ner- 
v Republica et Ligamenta, the Bonds and Sine ws 
* of this Kingdom; which yield more Fruits of 
Reaſon, than Words, the Buds of Art, and bloſ- 
ſoming Terms of Eloquence : And therefore to 
* confine my ſelf within the proper Element of my 
« Profeſſion, and not to aim and ſnatch at * 
2 k 1; od 
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© beyond my Reach; be pleaſed, of all others moſt An. 1 James I. 
3. 


© renowned Sovereign, in few and unfiled Words, 
© to entertain with your gracious Aſpect a compa- 
© rative Reſemblance between a Body by Nature, 
© and the Body Politic of this your Majeſty's 
© Common- Wealth, figured and drawn out of the 
© Rules of Law; whereof, as the natural Body of 
© the one is framed of four principal Parts, name- 
© ly, of a Head, of a Body, of a Liſe, and of a 
© Soul; ſo is the Politic Body of the other com- 
* pounded of like Four eſſential Members; as of a 
© Head, of a Body, of a Life, and of a Soul: 
© And as, by the Disbranching of any one Particu- 
© lar from the natural Body, the Perfection of the 
Whole is diflolved ; ſo, by the Diſmembring 
© from the Politic Body of any one of the Four 
politic Parts, the Glory of the Whole is diſroot- 
© ed. This Politic Head now is (and we all, with 
© one zealous and united Devotion, pray, long and 
© long may be) your moſt honoured and beſt deſer- 
© ving Self; this Body Politic now is, and ſtill de- 
© fire to be, your loyal and faithful Subjects; this 
© Politic Life now is, and ſo well deſerves co be, 
© your Highneſs's common and poſitive Laws; this 
8 Politic Soul now is, and ſo of Neceſſity muſt be, 
your abſolute Juſtice in the true Diſtribution of 
© the ſame. And as the natural Head of the one 
© (although the Prince, and directing Part of the 
* Whole) cannot be ſupported without his natural 
© Body, nor the natural Body without his natural 
© Life, nor the natural Life breathe without the 
Soul; no more can the Politic Head of the other 
* (although the ſupreme and commanding Part) 
© ſtand ſecure without his Subjects, being the Poli- 
tic Body, nor the Politic Body without his Laws, 
© being his Politic Life, nor his Politic Life with- 
© out his Politic Soul, being Execution. And as 
© the natural Body of the one is ſubject to the Im- 
© perfeCtions of Nature, and, in beſt Health and 
© Fulneſs, findeth leaſt his Danger; ſo, in Peace 
© and Plenty, is the other ſubject to Enormities of 
© Miſguide and Error; which made good Laws 
i : © ſpring 


An, 1. James L. 
1603. 
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« ſpring out of bad Manners; for if Diſeaſes were 
© not, there needs no Medicines; nor Uſe of Laws, 
© but for Reſtraint of Evils. The natural Head's 
© Providence protecteth the Body from groſs Diſ- 
© eaſes, and diſcreet Foreſight preventeth After- 
© claps of Danger; fo the Wiſdom, Prudence, 
and good Guide of the Politic Head, is the ſo- 
* yereign Preſervative againſt the infectious Poiſon 
© of Diſcord and Diſorder: And as to each Part of 
the natural Body belongeth divers, ſeveral, and 
© divided Duties and Offices to be performed; ſo is 
© (or ought to be) every Part of the Politic Body 
© attended on with Four particular Virtues and Pro- 
© perties:* As; to the Head there belongeth, firſt, 
© Zeal in Religion, whereby God may be truly 
© honoured; ſecondly, Prudence in conſtituting 
Laws, whereby the Body may be rightly gover- 
© ned; thirdly, Magnanimity, to repel the Fury, 
© both of Foes and Fortunes; fourthly, Juſtice, 
© tempered ſo with Mercy, whereby the well-diſ- 
© poſed may not be drawn to preſume, nor the raſh 
and negligent Delinquent driven to Deſpair: To 
© the Body, firft, Devotion, to pray for the Safe- 
5 ry of ſo precious an Head; ſecondly, Minds and 
Wills to obey him in all faithful Loyalty; third- 
© ly, Hands and Hearts, as Brethren in Unity, to 
fight againſt the common Enemy in Defence of 
© his Royal Dignity ; fourthly, Purſes prepared and 
open to ſupply the neceflary Occaſions of his So- 
© yereignty : To the Life, being the Law, belong- 


eth, firſt, to inform you our Prince, how us your 


© Subjects to command; ſecondly, to direct us your 
« Subjects, how you our Sovereign to obey ; third- 
0 87 to inſtruct your Highneſs's Magiſtrates, and 
Officers of Juſtice, with Knowledge how to ad- 
© judgez fourthly, to teach your Miniſters of Go- 
* vernment the Mean and Manner how to diſci- 
© pline; for Ignorance of Laws brings Error in 
© Judgment, and Error or Corruption in Judgment 
© is the very Plague of the Innocent: The Soul, 


; © being Execution, requireth, firſt, to preſerve the 


© Authority of Laws from Contempt; eeondly, 
to 


- 
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© to maintain the Power of Government in his ab- 
© ſolute Virtue ; thirdly, to protect the Oppreſſed 
from the Tyranny of Oppreſſion; fourthly, to 
correct the Oppreſſors with the Sword of judicial 
Cenſute, that your Laws may not be Cobwebs 
© to puniſh little Flies, and let the great eſcape; 
© for Lenity and Gentleneſs to ſuch fo bad, is no- 
© thing elſe but Cruelty to them that are good. A 
© Body of theſe Mixtures, thus compounded, is 
both to the Prince and Subjects in Earth, and all 
© earthly Things, Sammum Bonum. For the firſt 
© four Virtues of the Head God is honoured, the 
© People governed, Enemies are repelled, Juſtice 
without Tyranny, and Mercy without Remiſſneſs 

© diſtributed. By the ſecond Four Duties of the 
© Body, the Head is ſecured, Loyalty performed, 
© Royalty defended, Sovereignty in Wars maintain- 
© ed, and in Peace adorned. By the third Four 
Properties of the Life, being the Law, Com- 
© mandments are rightly commanded, Obedience 
is truly yielded, Judgments with Knowledge are 
pronounced, Executions without Error executed. 
By the laſt Four Offices of the Soul, being Exe- 
© cution, you ſhall find Laws in Authority preſer- 


An. 1. James I. 
1603. 


© ved, Government in his Virtue maintained, the 


Oppreſſed ſtrongly, yea, graciouſly, protected, 
© and the Oppreſſors ſharply and worthily correct- 
ed. And if any Kingdom and Body Politic 
© might appropriate the Perfection of this ſo bleſſed 
© Happineſs to themſelves, it is we, now your Ma- 
« jeſty's Subjects, in our late deceaſed ſovereign 
Queen, and in you, our liege and living King: 
For ſuch was the Virtue of her princely Regi- 
* ment, that, as living, ſhe lived, of her Sex, the 
Wonder of her Time; fo, now dead, ſhe liveth 
© a true Mirror to all ſucceeding Ages. For that in 
© her Religion ſhe was zealous, without Wavering ; 
© in her nſels wiſe, without Levity; in her 
© Determinings deliberate, without Raſhneſs; in 
© her Reſolutions conſtant, without Mutability; in 
© her Juſtice abſolute, without Crueltyz in her 
© Mercy temperate, without careleſs emiſſneſs ; 

| : in 


An. 1. James I, 
1603, 
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© in her Choice of Magiſtrates of Juſtice, and Of- 
© ficers of Attendance, curiouſly reſpective, with- 
© out ſudden Admiſſion; firſt, trying their Deſerts 
* by the Touchſtone of her Council's Cenſure; 
© and, ſecondly, approving them in the Fire of the 
© Worth of their own Virtues, and not by the 
© Value of their own corrupt- given Rewards; miſ- 
© liking ſnaky Ambition, that winds itſelf into ma- 
ny Figures, till it flide into the Room which it 
< defires; but ever condemning it as an Evil of dan- 
< gerous Conſequence, to place worthleſs Men in 
* worthy Places; foreknowing, they that want true 
« Sufficiency to raiſe themſelves, will make them a 
© Ladder of any Miſchief: Secondly, as a Thing 
< to herſelf diſhonourable, unleſs with Virtue ſhe 
© held the Scales, and weighed their Deſerts in the 


Balance of Honour: Thirdly,'to her Subjects in- 


« tolerable, to impoſe, or ſuffer, in Place of Juſ- 
© tice, a bribing and corrupt Magiſtrate: And laſt- 
© ly, to the Government of the Eſtate ſhe eſteem- 
© ed them the Rocks of Government's Reproach, 
© the Quick- ſands of true Juſtice, and the Whirl- 
pool of the Common-Wealth's Decay; where- 
© in, if in ought miſled by the Error of Informa- 
© tion (from which the King of Heaven only, and 
no King on Earth, is free) theirs, and not her's, 
© was the deſerved Blame of that Offence ; whoſe 
Example therein, being dead, if in ought ſo miſ- 
guided, liveth to the Living a lively Admoniſh- 
© er, both to abhor and abandon temporizing 
* Smoothers, Matchavilian Politiquers, and cor- 
© rupt bribing Informers, as the venemous Poiſon- 
© ers of Virtue's clear Fountain. By which, and 
© many other her princely Governments, we, her 
© People, loved her with our Hearts true Love; 
© obeyed her with Conſcience, not by Conſtraint, - 
© feared for her, never feared by her ; prayed for 
© her with the Spirit of Faith; and lived to die for 
© her in all conſtant Loyalty. The ſame Love, 
© the ſame Obedience, the fame Fear, the ſame - 
Faith, and the ſelf-ſame Loyalty, we ſtill retain, 


* and faithfully, conſtantly, and religiouſly profeſs, 
1 © proteſt, 
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« proteſt, and preſent to your moſt ſacred Majeſty; An. 1. runes 1, 
* reſolving ourſelves, that, as by Nature, you both 1603. 
« deſcended from that bleſſed Root of Union, un- 
der whom, by whom, and from whom, ſhe did, 
and your Majeſty now doth, wear and bear the 
© Imperial Crown and Scepter of this thrice bleſſed 
© Monarchy ; that, as ſhe did, ſo your Majeſty will 
© bud the like or-greater Fruits of ſuch a Solomon, 
© and ſo heroic a Root; whereof your Zeal in Re- 
* lIigion, your unblemiſhed Courſe of Life, your 
precedence before all other Princes in divine and 
© moral Literature, your Temperance in Diſpofi- 
tion, your Juſtice in your Judgments, your Mer- 
cy to Delinquents, and your approved Magnani- 
* mity in Dangers, theſe all give us Aſſurance, that 
we have but exchanged our exquiſite Queen for 
an abſolute King: And if Succeſs of Ends may 
© be foreknown by their Beginnings, and Conclufi- 
ons approved by the Premiſes, then may I conclude, 
© that never were (þ) more bleſſed in their King, 
* nor King more beloved and happy in his People : 
For ſuch, and ſo high, was and is our Eſteem 
© of your princely Deſerts, and ſuch, and ſo great, 
did and do we value the Price of your eminent by 
and unmatchable Perfections, that without Hearts 
* grudging, Minds murmuring, or Thoughts diſ- 
© content (ſome few impoſtumed Perſons, now diſ- 
© vomited,. excepted) you wear, and long may 
wear, the Imperial Crown of this right powerful 
Kingdom; whoſe People your Majeſty ſhall find, 
* by Profeſſion, to be religious, without fantaſtical 
* Curiolity ; by Nature, to be reſolute, without 
© Infolency ; by Subjection, to be loyal and faith- 
ful, without T reaſon or Treachery ; by mode- 
© rate Diſcipline, to be tractable and obedient, with- 
© out Rebellion; and by Law and Authority only 
© to ſeek to right their Wrongs, without treacher- 
* ous Revenge, or public Hoſtility; and yet, in- 
ter Pares, impatient of Baſeneſs and Servility. 
« Tura regalia they uſurp not; but to the Crown 
© they do their Reverence, to the Scepter their O- 
Vor. V. 8 © bedience, 
(% Sic Orig. But the Word People ſeems to be omitted here. 
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An, 1. James 1. « bedience, and the Imperial Sword they only fear; 

_” G1 whereby this Day, that, to foreign Enemies, and 

* domeſtical Diſcontents, was (ill Mens Hope, and 

* good Mens Fear) to be the Day of Blood, is 

© now become the Day of England's ſettled Peace, 

* and joyful Safety; and may well be faid, This is 

© the Day that the Lord hath made, let England 

© rejoice and triumph in it: For that Virtue is now 

© no Treaſon, nor no Man wiſheth the Reign of 

* Auguſtus, nor ſpeaketh of the firſt Times of Ti- 

© berius. And although ſome fiery- ſpirited Detrac- 

© tors, very fault-finding, and yet very faulty, have 

© derozared from Princes Regiment, from States 

Government, from Senates Integrity, from Jud- 

ges Juſtice, from Magiſtrates Diſcipline, and from 

Commons Obedience; yet foregoing Time, and 

© your Majeſty's preſent and future Trial, ſhall ap- 

prove it a Regiment never more renowned, a 

Government never more conſtantly ſettled, a 

© Senate never more juſtly wiſe, Judges never more 

4 judicially juſt, Magiſtrates never more reſpective- 

© ly vigilant, nor Commons never more loyally 

© obedient; and although, as Men, ſubject to the 

Imperfections of Men, yet, from Hands and 

Hearts Corruption, as free from deſerved Accu- 

« ſation, as ſuch traducing Earwigs are guilty of 

« Condemnation. And had your Majeſty, before 

* your princely Arrival, been an Eye and an Ear- 

< witneſs to the prudent and provident Directions 

© and Endeavours of the then Council. of Eſtate, 

of the regardful Employment of the Nobility, of 

© the vigilant Circumſpectioh of the Officers and 

« Miniſters of Juſtice, and generally of the loyal 

© Conformity and Obedience of the Commons, all 

in their ſeveral Ranks endeavouring, and agreeing, 

« with Hearts true united Conſent, to your High- 

© neſs's Inſtalment; you then would, out of your 

© princely Judgment, rather have approved it a free 
; Election, than a deſcending Right; wherein they 
© expreſled their Judgments in your undoubted Ti- 
© tle, manifeſted their reverend Reſpects to your 
© high and admired Virtues, and approyed — 
6 72 


Of ENGLAND. 531 


Loyalty to your approved Crown and Scepter. ,,, ,, james! 


And although the Policies of precedent Time 
© did forbear the public Declaration of your then 
© future, and now preſent Right; yet was both the 
© Head and the Body ſo far from Purpoſe to im- 
© peach the ſame, that confidently I believe, and 
© boldly dare affirm, that neither ſhe, nor they, 
© ever thought Thought, or dreamed Dream, to 
© offer Wrong to your Succeſſion therein; but as 
© the. one was in Policy ſorborn, ſo in Conſcience 
© the other was never purpoſed. And now, fince 
God, to whoſe only — the Inthronizing 
© and Diſthronizing of Kings appertaineth, hath, 
© by the Setting of her Sun, raiſed and ſpread the 
Beams of your Glory; and by calling her to 
© his heavenly Service, hath freed her from her 
© temporal Regiment; and hath, out of his divine 
© Providence, crowned you with the ſame Crown, 
© bleſſed you with the ſame Religion, enriched you 
© with the ſame Dominions, and ſtrengthned you 
© with the Hearts of the ſelf-ſame Subjects and 
«© People; that, as ſhe did, ſo your Majeſty will be 
© pleaſed to protect us in our Religion, to favour 
© us in our Loyalties, to cheriſh us in our Obedi- 
© ence, and to nouriſh us in our faithful Subjecti- 
on. And as to her, ſo to you, we faithfully pro- 
© ſtrate and ſubjeR ourſelves, our State, and Lives, 
© to be diſpoſed and ſacrificed for and in your Ma- 
6 jeſty's Service; religiouſly praying, that your 
* Highneſs's Government, and our Subjection, may 
© be to God pleaſing; to you, our Sovereign, ab- 
* ſolute; to Enemies and Traitors powerful and 
* fearful; and to all true devoted Subjects fruitful 


© and comfortable: Then ſhall God be glorified, 


your Majeſty renowned, Religion advanced, 
© and your State and People ſecured from Popes 
< Curſings, Enemies Oppreſſions, and Traitors 
© Treacheries ; whereunto all true Engliþ Hearts 
© ſay, Amen. And thus being by the Rules of Diſ- 
© cretion foretold, that to offend your ſacred Ears 
* with muta, ſince to fatisfy your gracious Expec- 


tation with multum is denied me, were an Error, 


D 2 * of 


1603. 
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An, 1. James I. of Errors the moſt erroneous: Therefore, ſince 
1603 *© I retain not the Virtue of the one, give me Leave, 
© moſt magnificent Sovereign, to prevent the Er- 
© ror of the other; and in theſe few Words, be 
© pleaſed to receive as much as can be conceived, 
© may proceed from a Man and Mind, truly and 
* wholly devoted to your Service; who defireth no 
longer to breathe, than ſo to breathe, - that his 
+ Breath may breathe out to your Majeſty Loyalty, 
Faith, and Obedience, whereof his Life and 
Death ſhall be his Pawn and Pledge: Who here, 
upon the Knees of my Duty, in all Humility, 
© do preſent to your-gracious Conſideration five 
© Petitions; the Benefit of three whereof are pe- ' 
© culiar to mine own Particular, the other two to 
© the Knights, Burgeſſes, and Members of the 
© Lower Houſe of Parliament. - 
© The firſt whereof is, That if, in your graci- 
© ous Eyes, Ears, or Judgment, during the Time 
© of this mine Employment and Service, I have, 
© do, or ſhall, through my Imperfections (which al- 
© ready appear to your Majeſty to be too too many) 
© either in Manner, Form, or Matter, negle& that, 
* which J ought to have performed, or err in that, 
* which I ought not to have done, that your Ma- 
© jeſty will be pleaſed, out of your Clemency, ra- 
ther to commiſerate the ſame, than out of your 3 
« Juſtice therein to correct my unwilling commit- | 
© ted Errors. | | 
: © Secondly, That if any, by private Informa- 
tion, endeavour to poſſeſs your ſacred Ears with 
© Matter of Blemiſh or Detraction concerning my 
* Courſe of Proceeding, that your gracious Cen- 
© ſure thereof may be ſuſpended, until, by your 
< Pleaſure, I be called to my Trial, and your Judg- 
* ment; For that many Things may be either miſ- 
* carried, or miſconceived, in Cauſes of this Nature. 
©'Thirdly, That, as Occafion ſhall move, I 
© may, by your royal Favour, be permitted Acceſs 
© to your princely Preſence, in Places and Times 
convenient, for ſuch Negotiations,” as the Duty 
. Sof my Place ſhall require, has preg 
| Fe 2 he Fourthly, 
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« Fourthly, * „„ 


What followed is omitted in the Journals: But 
it could be no more than the common Form of 
aſking for Liberty of Speech, &:c. which, as uſual, 
was granted by the King, without the cautionary 
Reſtrictions uſed in the laſt Reign (). 

he firſt 'Thing the Commons went upon, 
when they were got to their own Houſe, was, 10 
examine into a Complaint, then made, by Sir Her- 


Affront offered 


bert Crofts, one of their Members. It ſeems this fo , Member. 


Gentleman, coming up with others to hear the 
King's Speech, in the Houſe of Lords, had the 
Door ſhut upon him; and one Bryan Taſbe, a 
Yeoman of the Guard, violently repulſed Sir Her- 
bert, ſaying, Goodman Burgeſs you come not here, 
This was reſented as an Affront to the whole 
Houſe ; and it might have proved vexatious, had 
not one of the Officers of State made up the Mat- 
ter; ſo the Houſe was contented with Tafhe's ac- 
knowledging and aſking Pardon for his Fault, and 
receivinga Reprimand from theSpeaker,on hisKnees, 
at the Bar for it. But to begin with the Lords. 
The firſt Bill that was brought into their Houſe 
bore this Title, A moſt joyful and juſt Recognition 
of the immediate, lawful, and undoubted Succeſſion, 
Deſcent, and Right of the Crown. The next Day 
this Bill was read a ſecond Time and ordered to be 
engroſſed; and the Day after it paſſed the Houſe 
of Lords, and was ſent down to the Commons, by 
an extraordinary Commiſſion, viz. the two Lord 
Chief Juſtices, two Judges, Mt. Serjeant Cr8o+ 
and Mr. Attorney-General. The Houſe of Com- 
mons wete no leſs eager to pay their Complements 
to their new King; for, Merch the 3iſt, we find 
this Entry in the Lords Journal. This Day the 
© Bill intituled an Act for a moſt joyful and juſt 
© Recognition, &c. was returned to their Lordſhips 
© from the Lower Houſe, by the Hands of Mr. 
Secretary Herbert, accompanied by the moſt Part 
© of the Knights and Burgeſſes of the faid Houle, 
who ſignified their Joyful Acceptation of the ſaid 
3 * Bill, 


(i) See Vol, IV, Þ» 349, 408, 427» 


An Act for re- 
cognifing the 
King's Title, 
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An. 1. James I. Bill, and their Willingneſs in expediting it, by 


1603. 


Wilſon's Re- 
marks thereon, 


giving three ſeveral Readings to the ſame, as ſoon 
© as they received it. 

The particular Writer of this King's Life was 
one Arthur Wilſon, Eſq; the beſt Edition of which 
is printed in Kennet's Hiſtory of England, with that 
Prelate's Notes upon it. In one of which, the Bi- 
ſhop repreſents him as a prejudiced Writer, if not 
a rancorous one, againſt ing Four; another Au- 
thor ſays, that he was more a Satyriſt than an Hiſto- 
rian (4): But, as this Author, like many others, 
is very ſhort in his Account of Parliamentary Pro- 
ceedings, there is little to be extracted from him to 
our Purpoſe. In the Courſe of the whole Parlia- 
ment now before us, Hilſon takes no Notice of 
any one Act but the. foregoing ; on which, he 
makes the following Reflection (H. 

The Parliament, highly admiring the King's 
© Abilities, made a Recognition thereof with many 
Elogies, as the prime Act of their humble Sub- 
© miſſion to his Government. Wherein, they 
© yield their moſt humble Thanks to the divine 
© Majeſty for his Acceſs to the Crown. : And the 
deſire from their Hearts, as a Memorial to all 
© Poſterity, it may be publiſhed, and declared, and 
remain amongſt the Records of the High Court 
of Parliament for ever to endure, That they ac- 
© knowledge his Right of Succeſſion to the Crown 
of England and the Empire thereof; and there- 
© unto they faithfully ſubmit and oblige themſelves, 
© their Heirs and Poſterities for ever, until the laſt 
Drop of their Blood be ſpent. - So high mounted 
© was the Affection of the People to the King; 
© and, happily might have continued (o, if ſome 
After- Jealouſies had not intervened, that like 
© Clouds hindered the Influence of their more in- 
© timate Correſpondence.” 

Thus far Mr. Wilen. But, in order to ſhew, 
more clearly, the Senſe of an Exgliſb Parliament, and 
therein of the whole Nation at that Time, who 

are 


0% Fuller's Cburob Haft. Book X. p. 57. 
6% Erser's Hf. of England, Vol, It. p. 673. 


— — nc * 
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are and ever have been fond of Changes, we ſhall An. 1. James I. 
ſubjoin the Preamble to the Act itſelf, as the beſt 15603. 
Teſtimony of their full Acknowledgment of this 

King's Title to the Crown (Mm). 


Great and manifold were the Benefits, moſt dread 
and moſt gracious. Sovereign, wherewith Almighty 
God bleſſed this Kingdom and Nation, by the hat py 
Union and Conjunctian of the two noble Houſes of 
York and Lancaſter, thereby preſerving this noble 
Realm, formerly torn and almoſt waſted with long 
and miſerable Diſſention and bloody Civil Mar; but 

mare ineſlimable and unſpeakable Bleſſings are there- 

| by poured upon us, becauſe there is derived and grown 

N from and out of that Union of theſe two princely Fa- 

0 milies, a more famous and greater Union, or rather a 

re- uniting of two mighty, famous and antient Kingdoms, 

(yet antiently but one) of England and Scotland, under 

one imperial Crawn, in your moſi royal Perſon, who 

is lineally, rightfully and lawfully deſcended of the 

0 Body of the moſt excellent Lady Margaret, eldeſ# 

Daughter of the moſt renowned King Henry VIIth, 

and the High and Noble ** veen Elizabeth 

his Wife, eldeft Daughter of King Edward IVth, 

, the ſaid Lady Margaret being eldeſt Siſter to King 

N Henry VIIIth, Father 'of the High and Mighty 

Y Princeſs, famous Memory, Elizabeth late Queen 
of England. , 

In Conſideration whereof, &c. 


March 26th, on a Motion of the Lord Cecil, 
a Conference was agreed upon to be had with a cer- 5 
tain Number of the Lower Houſe, concerning the the two Houſes, 
public State of the Nation; and on two Things, 
in particular, Purveyors and Reſpite of Homage. 
To which the Commons deſired might be added 
another Article concerning the Matter of Wards: 
Anſwer was returned back, by the Lords, That 
they liked well the Motion for a Conference, 
touching the laſt mentioned Matter. But, with | 
all, becauſe there were ſeveral. other Things that | 
did concern the public State ; of which it was, like- 
| Wiſe 


tm) Statutes at large, I, Fac, I, Cap. 1. 


An. 1. ames I, 
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wiſe proper to have Conference, before Hand, for | 
the better Furtherance of the public Service ; and, 
in regard, the ſaid Matters were of Importance, 


their Lordſhips deſire them to increaſe the Number of 


Rapin's Obſcr- 
vations thereon, 


their Committee as they intended to do theirs. 

A large Committee of Lords were accordingly 
appointed, conſiſting of nine Earls, one Viſcount, 
ſix Biſhops and thirteen Barons; who were to be 
attended by the two Lord Chief Juſtices, four 
Judges, Mr. Serjeant Crook, and Mr. Attorney- 
General, The Commons deputed about fixty 
Knights and Burgeſſes of their Houſe; and this is all 
that the Journals of the Lords mention of this 
Matter. 

But the Fournals of the Commons are not ſo ſi- 
lent; for it was, indeed, a Buſineſs of Importance 
to the Liberties and Privileges of that Houſe, Ra- 
pin, (from Cole,) repreſents this Affair as another 
Inſtance of this King's aiming at abſolute Power. 
In order to introduce this Matter, we ſhall give a 
Paragraph from this Author's Hi/tory of England, 
and then ſubjoin the whole Account, as it ſtands 
in the Fournals of the Houſe of Commons at this 
Day. There needs no Apology for the Length of 
it; a Caſe of this Nature allowing of no Abridg- 
ment in this Work (a). 

* Immediately after the Opening of the Parlia- 
ment, the Commons examining, according to Cuſ- 
tom, the conteſted Elections, there was a Debate 


in the Houſe about the Return of Sir Francis Gaod- 


win, and Sir —— Forteſcue, for Knight of the 
Shire for the County of Bucks, and upon a full 
Hearing, Sir Francis was declared duly eleCted. 
Three Days after, the Lords ſent a Meſſage to the 
Commons, that there might be a Conference about 
Goodtwin's Election. The Commons ſurprized atſo 
extraordinary a Meſlage, anſwered, They did not 
think themſelves obliged to give an Account of their 
Proceedings, and therefore could not grant the 
Conference required. The Lords replied, the King 
having been acquainted with what had * ; 

d- 

(* Rapir, Vol. II. p · 168, er ſeg, 
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Goodwin's Caſe, thought himſelf engaged in Ho- An. we 


nour to have the Affair debated again, and had or- 
dered them to confer with the Commons upon it. 
Whereupon, the Commons, by their Speaker, gave 
their Reaſons to the King, why they could not ad- 
mit of this Innovation. But all they could ob- 
tain was, that inſtead of a Conference with the 
Lords, the King, commanded them to confer with 
the Judges. This pleaſed them no more than the 
other. They ſet down their Reaſons in Writing, 
and delivered them at the Council- Chamber, to 
defire their Lordſhips to intercede for them to the 
King, not to violate their Privileges. The Anſwer 
was, the King abſolutely commanded them to have 
a Conference with the Judges. The Commons 
were extremely ſurprized at fo abſolute an Order. 
Mean while, fearing to be accuſed of too eaſily en- 
gaging in a Quarrel with the King, they thought 
it more proper to yield, than ſtand out, fully bent 
however to adhere to what had been determined in 
the Caſe of the conteſted Election. Certainly the 
King had engaged in a very nice Affair, and pro- 
bably would not have come off with Honour, had 
he not been diſengaged by Goodwin's Moderation. 
Sir Francis chuſing to forfeit his Right rather than 
occaſion a Quarrel between the King and the Com- 
mons, defired the Houſe to order the County of 
Burks to elett another Knight in his Stead. The 
King and Commons equally accepted of this * 
dient, which prevented them from coming to Ex- 
tremities; but the King found from hence, that no 
great Account was made of the Proclamation up- 
on calling the Parliament, whereby he meant to be 
Maſter of the Elections.“ Thus far Mr. Rapin. 
This Cask of Sir Francis Goodwin was printed, 
by Order of the Houſe of Commons, Anno 1704, 
under the Direction of Robert Harley, Eſq; (after- 
wards Earl of Oxford) then Speaker, on Occafion 
of the famous Debate, at that Time, upon the 
Ayleſbury Election. Several Paſſages therein 
were diſtinguiſhed by being printed in a different 
Character: As ſuch Piſtin&tion ſeems to point — 


I. 
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An. 1. James I. the Senſe of the then Houſe of Commons, upon 


1603 this Matter, the ſame Method is followed here. 
Tle CASE between Sir F RANCIs GooDwin and 
Sir Joan FoRTEsCUe, &c. (0). 
IHE firſt Motion was made on the 22d 
Debate on ol Re- of March, by Sir William Fleetwood, one of 


the Knights returned for the County of Bucks, on 


— — the Behalf of Sir Francis Goodwin, Kt. who, upon 


the firſt Writ of Summons directed to the Sheriff 
of | Bucks, was elected the firſt Knight for that 
Shire: But the Return of his Election being made, 
it was refuſed by the Clerk of the Crown, guia ut- 
lagatys : 2 And becauſe Sir Jan Forteſcue, upon 
a Second Writ, was elected, and entered in that 
Place, his Deſire was, That this Return might be 
examined, and Sir Francis Goodwin receiv'd as a 
Member of the Houſe. The Houſe gave Way to 
the Motion ; and for a more deliberate and judicial 
Proceeding in a Caſe of Privilege ſo important to 
the Houſe, 

Ordered, That the Serjeant (the proper Officer 
the Houſe) ſhould give Warning to the Clerk of t 
Crown to appear at the Bar at Erght &Clock the 
next Morning, and to bring with him all the Writs 
of Summons, Indentures, and Returns of Eleftions 
for the County of Bucks, made and returned for this 
Parliament; and to give Warning als to Sir Fran- 
cis Goodwin, to attend in Perſon, whom their Plea- 
fare was to hear, Ore tenus, to deliver the State 4 
his own Cauſe, and the Manner and Reaſons of t 
Proceeding in the Election of the Knights of the Shire 
for that County. 

March 23d, Sir George Coppin, Kt. Clerk of the 
Crown, appeared at the Bar accordingly, and pro- 
duced all the Writs of Summons, Indentures, and 
Returns made of the Knights for Buckinghamhire 
for this Parliament ; which were ſeverally read by 
the Clerk of the Houſe, and then the Clerk of the 
Crown commanded to retire to the Door: And 


after 
(0) Journ, Dam. Com. An. 1. James I, : 7 
(p) In the King's Proclamation for calling this Parliament a 


Caution is given againſt Electing outlaw'd Perſons, Se: before, p. 7. 
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after, Sir Francis Goodwin himſelf attending to A. 


know the Pleaſure of the Houſe, was called in, to 
deliver the State of his own Cauſe, Ore tenus ; 
wherein he was heard at large, and commanded again 
to retire until the Houſe had determined what todo. 

In this mean Time the whole Caſe was at large 
opened, and argued pro & contra, by ſundry learned 
and grave Members of the Houſe ; and after much 
Diſpute, the Queſtion was agreed upon and made. 

Whether Sir Francis Goodwin were lawfully 
Elected and Returned one of the Knights for Bucks, 
and ought to be Admitted and Received as a Mem- 
ber of this Houſe ? 

pon this Queſtion, it was 

Refolved in the Affirmative, That he was law- 
fully Elected and Returned, and (de Jure) ought 
to be Received. 

Hereupon the Clerk of the Crown was com- 
manded to file the firſt Indenture of Return: And 
Order was given, That Sir Francs ſhould preſently 
take the Oath of Supremacy as uſual, and his Place 
in the Houſe ; which be did accordingly. 
March 27th, Sir Francis Bacon, in reporting a 
Conference with the Lords, touching Wardſhip 
and other Things, reported, That a Lord touched 
the Caſe of Sir Francis Goodwin as a' Thing he had 
heard at large, but did not underſtand it ; and 
therefore deſired to know it more particularly from 
this Houſe. To which Anſwer was made, T hat 
they had no Warrant from the Houſe to ſpeak of it. 

Sir Edward Coke, his Majeſty's Attorney-Ge- 
neral, and Mr. Doctor Hone, bring a Meſſage 
from the Lords, expreſſing with what Acceptation 
their Lordſhips entertained their Motion Yeſterday, 
not only for the Matter, being of very great 
Weight and Conſequence, but eſpecially for the 
Manner; namely, That, touching Wardſhip, 
they would not petition for Eaſe in it as a Matter 
of Wrong, but of Grief ; and pray to be relieved 
by Grace, and not by Juſtice: And their Lord- 
ſhips for Anſwer were deſitous, and moved at that 
Time to couple in the ſame Petition the Matter of 

| Grieyance, 
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e James I. Grievance, of Reſpite of Homage; which his Ma- 
1603, feſty, out of his — Favour and Love to his 
People, Had himſelf taken Knowledge of. And as 
they tonteive it to be likely, that the Conference may 
continur between the Ttuo Houſes, touching the ſaid 
Matters; as they are very zealous of the Furtherance 
of their Purpoſe, fo-art they jealous of any Impediment 
that may breed Lett or Hindrance therein: Therefore 
they defire, for à more clear Proceeding and Remov- 
ing of all Stumbling-Blocks, that the former Commut- 
tees may, in 4 ſecond Conference io te had, have 
Authority to treat touching the Caſe 45 Sir Francis 
Goodwin, the Knight for Buckinghamſhire, fir/f of all, | 
| before any other Matter were farther proteeded in. | 
| The Anſwer to this Meſſage was (as uſual) That | 
they would return Anſtuer by Meſſengers of their own. 

Upon this Meſſage it was argued by ſome, That 
| in to fort they fhould give Account to the Lords of 
q their Proceedings in the Houſe ; but that Mr. Spraker 

| /hould from the Houſe be a Suitor ts his Majeſty, to 
have Acceſt, and as their common Mouth give his 
. Highneſs Satisfuftion by Direction from tht Houſe : 
That now the Fudgment of Sir Francis Goodwin's 
Caſe having paſſed the Houſe, it could not, nor ought 
not, to be reverſed by them. A Precedent, Anno 
27 Eliz. cited; where a Bill brought down from the 
Lords, upon the Firſt Reading was rejected; the 
Lords ſent Meſſthgers to demand a Reaſon of their 
Judgment: It was denied to yield any Reaſon. N 

This Argument brought forth this Queſtion, i 
which Mr. Speaker was ordered by the Houſe pre- 
ſently to make, vix. 

Whether they ſhould Confer with the Lords, touch- 
ing the Cafe of Sir Francis Goodwin the Knight for 
Buckinghamſhire? And R2ſolv'd, That they ſhould 
not 


It was then conſidered as fit to return ſome An- 
ſwer to the Meſſage from the Lords; and Mr. Se- 
cretary Herbert, with ſome other of the Commit- 
tees, were appointed to deliver to their Lordſhips, 
from the Houſe, That they did conceive it did * 
not ſtand in Honour and Order of the Houſe, to ö 
| | give 
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give Account of any their Proceedings or Doings: An. 


ut if their Lordſhips have any Purpoſe to conter 
for the Reſidue, that then they will be ready at 
ſuch Time: and Place, and with ſuch Number as 
their Lordſhips ſhall think meet. 

Upon the laft Meſſage to the Lords, the Meſſen- 
ers return, That their Lordſhips would preſently 
end Anſwer by Meſſengers of their own. 

Sir Edvard Coke, his Majeſty's Attorney-Gene- 
ral, Dr. Carew, Dr. Hane, and Mr. Tyndall, dell- 
vered from the Lords, That their Lordſhips taking 
Notice in particular of the Return of the Sheriff of 
Bucts; and acquainting his Majeſty: with it, his 
Highneſs conceived himſelf engaged and touched in 
Honour that there might be ſome Conference of it be- 
tween the Two Houſes; and to that End, fignified 
his Pleaſure unto them, and: by them to this Houſe, 

Upon this Meſſage, ſo Extraordinary and Unex- 
pected, the Houſe entered into ſome Confideration 
what were fit to be done; and it was Reſolved, 
That his Majeſty might be moved for Acceſs the 
next Day. And afterwards they underſtood. his 
Pleafure to be, That they ſhould attend at Mhite- 
ball at Eight the next Morning. But, becauſe the 
Time was then ſomewhat. far ſpent, they Ordered, 
That the Houſe, with Mr. Speaker, ſhould. meet 
at Six the next Morning in the Houſe. Yet afore 
their Riſing, they thought fit to name a Commit- 
tee of twenty-nine Members, to ſet down the 
Effect of that which Mr. Speaker was to deliver 
from the Houſe to the King, who were to meet 
at Four that Afternoon at the Parliament-Cham- 
ber in the Middia- Temple. | 


. - 


- Accordingly on the 28th, Mr. Speaker, with a 


great Number of the Houſe, aſſembled at Six in 
the Morning, with a Purpoſe to treat and reſolve 
* What ſhould be delivered to his Majeſty, (being ap- 
pointed to attend him the ſame Morning at Eight) 
touching the Reaſons of their Proceeding in Sir 
Francis Gouodwin's Caſe: But becauſe the Houſe was 
not then thought full enough for a Matter of that 
Conſequence, they proceeded to the Reading * 

pon 


1. James J. 
1603. 


1603. 
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An, 1. Janest, Upon Motion touching Mr. Speaker's Atten- 


.dance on the King, a Committee. was named to 
accompany him, conſiſting of All the Privy-Council, 
being Members of the Houſe, and ſiæty-ſeuen more. (g) 

Mr. Speaker, together with theſe Committees, 
were this Day, at Eight in the Morning, appointed 
to attend his Majeſty, and to relate the. Reaſons of 
the Proceeding of the Houſe in Sir Fraucis Good- 
win's Caſe; where, upon Anſwer. or Reply, - ſuch 
Lawyers as be of the Committee are to give their 
Aſſiſtance. +» 1 3&8 [ 263.177 

The next Day Mr. Speaker related what he bad 


delivered to the King by Warrant from the Houſe, 


touching their proceeding in Sir Francis Goodwin's 
Caſe, and his Majeſty's Anſwer; whereof, becauſe 
Part was afterwards penned by Select Committees, 
read in the Houſe, and offered in Writing to the 
King, he had but'touched the Heads; omitting ma- 
ny Circumſtances. He ſaid, he Firſt. delivered, 
1. The Manner and Matter. 2. Then ſuch Pre- 
cedents as had been vouched and ſtood upon. 
3. He opened the Body of the Law for Election. 

The Firſt Writ of Summons, dated Ultimo Ja- 
nuarii before the Parliament: The Writ iſſued 
duly: The Liberty was free, by that Writ, to 
chooſe in Pleno Commitatu The Election was 
made according to that Writ, and the Indenture 
duly returned; and therefore adjudged by the Houſe, 
That this Firſt Election being good, the Second 


was conſequently void. 


For the Matter of Utlawry againſt Sir Francis 
Goodwin, there was one proſecuted againſt him at 
the Suit of Johnſon, 31 Eliz. for 60 “. and was 
laid and proceeded in the ings, London. 
Another, at the Suit of one ter, for 16/. 
39 Eliz. That Sir Francis had ſince been choſen, 
admitted, and ſerved as a Member of this Houſe, 
in the. feveral Parliaments holden 39 and 43 Elix. 
That the Utlawry remained in the Huftings, fo as 
the Law could not take Notice of it; neither was 


77 2 are in the Journals; But, for Brevity's Sake, 


it 


N 
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it pleadable. 1 Eliz. One Smith was found Ut- An. 1, James 1. 
lawed, and Privileged by the Houſe. 23 Eliz, 1603. 
One Vaughan Utlawed, and, upon the Queſtion 
and Diviſion of the Houſe, Privileged, being car- 
ried with the Difference of ſix Voices. 35 Eliz. 
Three Precedents vouched. 39 H. 6. (r) Fitz- Her- 
bert: The Caſe not judged; but Opinions deli- 
vered. Mr. Fobn Rillegree having 52 Utlawries 
returned againſt him, was admitted to Serve in the 
Houſe. Sir William Harecourt was found Eigh- 
teen Times Utlawed, and yet was admitted to 
Serve. The Manner of the Election is limited 
by the Statute. The ſuppoſed Utlawry, 31 Eliz. 
againſt Sir Francis, was no Utlawry at all; for 
whereſoever a Man is ſued, the Proclamation ought 
to go into the County where the Party dwelleth ; 
or elſe the Utlawry is not good. 39 & 43 Eliz. 
The general Pardon is good for Utlawries, againſt 
all, ſaving the Party at whoſe Suit. 31 Els. It 
was Franciſcus Goodwin, Gen. 39 Eliz. Franci/- 
cus Goodwin, Armig. The Sheriff is no Fudge of 
the Utlawry, neither could take Notice it was the 
ſame Man; and therefore could not properly return 
him Utlawed. 

That his _— anſwered, He was loath he 
ſhould be forced to alter his Tune ; and that he 
ſhould now change it into Matter of Grief, by way 

| of Conteſtation, He did ſample it to the Murmur 
bl and Contradiction of the People of /Fae?. He did 
1 not attribute the Cauſe of bis Grief to any Purpoſe 
in the Houſe to offend him; but only to a miſtak- 
ing of the Law. For Matters of Fa, he an- 
ſwered them all particularly, That for his Part he 
was indifferent which of them was choſen, Sir 
Jobn or Sir Francis That they could ſuſpect no 
ſpecial Affection in him, becauſe this was a Coun- 
ſellor not brought in by himſelf. That he had no 
Purpoſe to impeach their Privilege; but ſince they 
derived 
(r) The Accurate Editor of the printed Journals makes this 
Remark, The Words ( 39 H 6.) ſeem to be inaproperly inſerted 
© here, and are, in the of Notes, placed before the Citation 
* of Smyrh's Caſe, 1 Fliz. and in the Margin of the Journal itſelf . 
aAgainſt theſs Words is written, Quere,” 


— 


5 
N 
| 
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derived all Matters of Privilege rum him, and by 
his Grant, he expected they ſhould not be turned 
againſt him. That there was no Precedent did 
ſute this Caſe fully : Precedents in the Times of 
Minors,' of Tyrants, of Wamen, ofs Simple Kings, 
nat to be credited; becauſe for ſome private Ends. 
By the Law this Houſe ought not to meddle with 
Returns, being all made into the Chancery, and are 
to be corrected or re formed by that Court only, 
into which they are returned. An. 35 H. 6. It was 
the Reſolution, of all the Judges, That Matter of 
Utlawry was a ſufficient Cauſe of Diſmiſſion of any 
Member out of the Houſe. That the Judges have 
now Reſolved, That Sir Francis Goodwin ſtandeth 
Utlawed according to the: Laws of this Land. 

 InConclufion, it was his Majeſty's ſpecial Charge 


unto. us, 
That, Firſt, the Courſe N taken ſhould be 
truly Repprted. 2. That we ſhould. debate the 
Matter, and Reſolve amongſt ourſelves. 3. T hat 
we ſhould admit of Conference with the Judges. 
4 That we ſhould make Report of all the Proceed- 
ogy unto the Council. 
his Relation being made, the Houſe did not 
enter into any further Conſideration of the Matter 
at that Time; but; Re/alved; and Ordered, That it 
ſhould be the Firſt Matter mov'd the next Morning. 
March zoth, it was moved and urged by a Mem- 
ber, tquching the Difference no on Foat between 
the King and the Houſe,, That there is juſt. Fear 
of ſome great Abuſe in the late Election. That in 
his Conſcience the King hatk been much mifin- 
formed; and that he had too many Mifinformers, 
which he prayed God might be removed or leſſened 
in their Number. That now the Cale of Sir Jahn 
Forteſcue and Sir Francis Goodwin was become the 
Caſe of the whale Kingdom. That Old Lawyers 


farget, and commonly interpret the Law according. 


to the Time: That by this Courſe the Free Elec- 
tion of the Country is taken away, and none ſhall 
be choſen, but ſuch as ſhal! pleaſe the King and 
Council. Let us therefore, with Fortitude, < 

er- 
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derſtanding and Sincerity, Jeet to maintain our Pri- Aw 2, Jane: 


vilege; Which cannot be taken or conſtrued any 
Contempt in us, but meerly a Maintenance of our 
Common Right, which our Anceſtors have left us, 
and is juſt and fit for us to transfer to our Poſterity. 
Another; For a Law to be made, That never 
any Man, Outlawed, ſhould ſhew his Face here 
again. The Difference,, he obſerved, was ſome 
unreſpective Carriage towards his. Majeſty in this 
Matter : And therefore let aur Proceeding be duti- 
ful and careful towards him, in. adviſing of ſome 
ſp&edy Courſe to give his Majeſty Satisfaction; that 
is (as he conceived) according to the King's Project, 
Firſt, to adviſe amongſt ourſelves, and then to 
confer with the Judges, not as Parliament - Men; 
but as Counſellors ; not as though they were to re- 
verſe our Errors, but that we might be better in- 
formed ; not now the Caſe of Sir Jahn and Sir 
Francis, but a Caſe of great Difference between the 
King and us, wherein we are deeply to confider 
the Conſequence. if this Pique be bruited in the 
Country, abroad or beyond the Seas. It is fit we 
let the King ſee how much we take to Heart this 
Matter, ſythence, our Affections have ſo much ap- 
peared in the paſſing and preſent Expediting of the 
Act of Recognition, &c. Concl. That we ſhould 
tender our humble Petition to his Majeſty, for 
Leave to make a Law for the Baniſhing of all 
Outlaws hereafter from the Parliament, and pray, 
That we may hold all our Privileges entire. 
A Third, That we ought not to conteſt with 
the King; that it is fit to have a Conference: 
That by it we ſhall loſe no Privilege, but rather 
gain; for the Matters of the Conference will be 
Two, Satisfaction of the King, and putting in 
Certainty, our Privilege. All is not yet ſaid that 
may be ſaid; we are not to diſpute with one that 
is Governor of Thirty Legions. Confitendum «ff 
ne fruſlra interrogaſſet. Let us deal plainly and 
freely with the Lords, and let them know all the 
Reaſons. They are jealous of the Honour of 4 
Privy-Counſellor, we of the Freedom of Elettion. It 
Vot. V. E . 3 is 


An. 1. James 
1604. 
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is fit great Men maintain their Prerogative; ſo is 


it fit that we maintain our Privileges. This is 4 
Court of Record, therefore ought we by all Means 
ſeek to preſerve the Honour and Dignity of it. If 
a Burgeſs be choſen for Two Places, the Burgeſs 
makes his Choice for which he will ſerye, and a 
Warrant ſhall be directed from Mr. Speaker, in 
the Name of the Houſe, to the Clerk of the 
Crown to ſend forth a Writ for a new Election 
for the other Place left; which is a direct Proof 
that it is a Court of Power and of Record. We 
have a Clerk and a Regiſter ; all Matters that paſs 
here are entered of Record, and preſerved. As 
they ſtand for the Honour of a Counſellor, ſo we 
for our Privileges. It is to be wiſhed, That we 
had a Law to declare our Privileges, that we have 
a Court of Record and a Regiſter. Obj. Ve (t 
fay) are but half of the Body, and the Lords are t 
Parts neareſt the Head, Anſ. Nothing aſcends to 
the Head but by the Breaſts, &c. Concl. That 


we may pray it may be explained by a Law what 


our Privi are; and that no Man Outlawed (s) 
may hereafter be admitted. 

There muſt be a Judge of the Return before we 
fit ; and this is now Judged according to the poſi- 
tive Laws of the Realm by the King, which in- 
fringeth not our Liberty, fince we judge after the 
Court is ſet, according to Diſcretion. No Prece- 


dent, That any Man was put out of the Houſe for 


Utlawry ; therefore it had been fit we ſhould have 
defired to inform the King that he was mifinformed. 
——- Let us now leave this particular Caſe to the 
King, and Conſider and Reſolve of the Material 
Queſtions that will fall out in the Debate of ir. 
1. Whether this Court hath Power to take Notice 
of Returns made before we fit here? 2. Whether 
Men Utlawed may be of the Houſe ? 3. Whether 


a Man pardoned, having not ſued forth a Writ of 


Scire facias, may be called in Queſtion ? 4. Whe- 

ther the Writ were returned the 19th of February 

or no, upon Oath of the Sheriff ? | 
Some 


(s) Sometimes Uelatory and Utlawed, ſometimes Outlawry and 
Outlawed, in the Originell. 


Some others were ſtrong in Opinion, That we 
ought not to confer nor to commit, ſaying, That 
Majeſty had conferred with Juſtice; yet | 


An. 1. James 1. 
1606. 


had left the Stopping of the Wound to us. We 


ſhould taint ourſelves with Three great Blemiſhes, 
if we ſhould alter our Judgment, Levity, Cruelty 
and Cowardice. There be three Degrees of upright 
Judgment, Motion, Examination, Judgment : 
All theſe have paſſed us. No Court can reform their 
own Judgment. Every Day a Term here. Every 
Act that paſſeth this Houſe, is an Act of Parlia- 
ment. Shall Juſtice float up and down ? Shall he 
be a Member To-day, and ſhall we tear him off 
- To-morrow? If the Member be ſound it is Vio- 

lence : If the Hand tear thereſt it is Cruelty. No 
Part torn, but it may bleed to the Ruin of the 
whole. Let Sir Francis Goodwin ſtand as he is: 
Duty and Courage may ſtand together; let not 
the Houſe be inveigled by Suggeſtions. This may 
be called a Quo Warrants to ſeize our Liberties. 

There hath been Three Main ObjeCtions. 

1. The King's Exception. We could few n 
Precedent in this Kind. Anſw. The King «ould 
Heu no futh Writ before. Our Hands were never 
fought to be cliſed before, nor we prevented. It opens 
a Gap to thruſt us all into the Petty- Bag. A Chan- 
cellor may call a Parliament of what hy he will 
by this Courſe. Any Suggeſtion, by any Perſon, may 
be Cauſe of ſending a new Writ. 

2. Otjection by the Lord Chief Juſtice. By 
the Law we had nothing to do to examine Returns. 
Anſw. Judges cannot take Notice of 2 Cuſtoms 


or Privileges: But we have a Privilege * rage 
wth the Law. The judges informed the King of 


the Law, but not of the Caſe of Privilege. It is 


true, 35 H. 6. all the Judges reſolved, That no 


Outlawed Man ought to be admitted; but that 

was Controlled by Parliament. It is the ſame Opi- 

nion now; let us Controll it as then; we have done 

no Offence to the State: Let us thereſore be 

conſtant in our own J — 
2 


3. 03. 
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3. Otjeftian.*.* * * * Another ; The King's Pla- 


fares That we ſhould deliver the Reaſons of that we 


have done to be ju. If we clear our Contempt, 
we have diſcharged ourſelves. The King's- Bench 
cannot reverſe their Judgment the fame Term 
therefore not the Parliament. Let vs ſend a Meſ-_ 
ſage to the Lords, That we are ready fo to do, as 
we do not undo this Houſe. _ <7 v7 
Others ; Non Coronabitur qui non legitime tertaue- 
it. Not to be termed a Difference between his Ma- 
jeſty and the Commons. Rogamus Auguſie, non pug- 
namus. The Queſtion is not of Matter of Privilege, 
but of Judgment. Let us attend them as Lords of- 
the Council, and not as Lords of Parliament. 
We do no ways Conteſt or Contend with his Ma- 
jeſty. ' The Kipg is no way bound in Honour. 
If Writs go forth unduly, they may be Controlled. 
without Impeachment to the King's Honour. It 
is the Act of his Inferior Officers. It is now come 
to this Queſtion, Whether the Chancery or Parlia- 
nent ought to have Authority? Queſt. IPhether we 
o ght to ſatisfy the King in his Commandment ? 
The King's Meſl2ge was, That we ſhould-Con- 
ſider within ourſelves, and Reſolve of. ourſelves ; 
then no Need to confer with the Judges: If we 
cannot, then it is fit to he Reſolved by the Judges. 
—-The Judges have judged, and we have judged ; 
What Need then of Conference? Let there be no 
Spark of that Grace taken from us, which we have 
had already from his Majeſty. Let our Reaſons 
be put ig Articles, and delivered in all Humble- 
neſs unto him. 
Upon the Concluſion of this Debate in this Man- 
ner, the Houſe proceeded to Queſtion ; and the 
firſt was 1. Q. bel her the Houſe was Refolved 
„n the Hater? 
And the Queſtion was Anſwered by general 
Voice, That the whole Houſe was Reſolved. _— 
2, Q IVhether the Reaſons of their Proceeding all 
be jet down in IVriting And it was Rzſolved, 
That they ſhall, and Ordered further, That a 
Committee ſhould be named for that Purpoſe, and 
appoint- 
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| appointed firſt to ſet them down in Writing, and An. . Pa xa 


to bring them to the Houſe, there to be publiſhed, 
and to receive their Allowance. - 

A Committee was inſtantly named. conſiſting of 
Mr Recorder of Londen, Mr Sollicitor, Mr At- 
torney of the Wards, All: the Serjeants at Law, 
and 'thirty-ſeven Members more. To meet this 
„„ at Two, in the Exchequer- Chamber. 

The Authority given unto them by the Hauſe, 
was this T he Houſe being refolved, upon tbe 
Queſtion; That the Reaſons "of their precedent 
Reſolution, touching the Retun. Admittance d 
Netainivg of Sir Francis Goodwin as. a Member of 
this Houſe, ſhould be ſet down in Writing; theſe 
Committees were ſpecially appointed to pertortn 
that Service, and -have Warram: from the 'Houſe 
to ſend for any Officer, to View and Scarch any 
Record, or other Thing of that Kind, which may 
help their Knowledge or Memory in this particular 
Service: And having deliberat-ly by general Con- 
ſent ſet down all ſuch Reaſons, they are to bring 
them in Writing into the Houſe, there to be Read 
and Approved, as ſhall. be thought fit. | 

April 2, it was moved, Fhat Committees might 
be named to take the Examination of the Sheriff 
of. Baekingham/hire, who was by former Order 
ſent for and now come. And a Committee were 
aa. and appointed to take. his Examination pre» 

nt] 

Sis Oboe i Cormoalli moved in Excuſe of Sir 
Francis Grrdwin's Abſence from the Houſe, and 
prayeth, That they would as well in their own 
ſudgment-pardon it, as witneſs and affirm his Care 
and Modeſty, upon all Or-cafions, to the King, in 
that he hath forborn, during; all the Time of this 
(Queſtion, to come into the Houſe, . | 

The Examination of the Sheriff having been 
preſently taken by the Committees, was returned 
in this Form. Interr 1. hy he removed the 
County from Aylesbury to Brickhill ? 

He faith, It was by Reaſon of the Plague being 
at Ay! Ebner, the County being the 25th of Jan- 

E 3 gary, 


| r 
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wary, at which Time three were dead of the 
Plague there, This was the only Motive of re- 
moving his County. ; 

Interr. 2. Whether be were preſent at the firſtElec- 


tion f He was preſent, and was as faithful to wifh 


this ſecond Place to Sir Francis Goodwin, as the firſt 
to Sir Jahn Forteſcue; ſent Sir Francis Grodwin word, 
before the Election, he ſhould not need to bring 
any Frecholders, fot the Election he thought 
would be without Scruple for them both; firſt to 
Sir Jahn, ſecond to Sir Francis. About Eight o 
Clock he came to Brickhill ; was then told by Sir 
George Throckmorton, and others, That the firſt 
Voice would be given for Sir Francis ; he anſwered, 
He hoped it would not be fo, and defired every 
Gentleman to deal with his Freeholders. After 
Eight went tothe EleQion, a great Number there be- 
ing Children, never at the County. After the Writ read, 
he firſt intimated the Points of the Proclamation ; 
then jointly propounded Sir John Forteſcus and Sir 
Francis Goodwin. The Freeholders cried firſt, 4 
Goodwin, A Goodwin :; Every * uſtice of Peace on 
the Bench ſaid, A Furteſcue, A Forteſcue ; and came 
down from the Bench before they named any for a 
ſecond Place, and deſired the Freeholders ta natne 
Sir Jabm Forteſcus for the firſt. Sir Francis Goodwin 
being in a Chamber near, was ſent for by the Sheri 
and Juſtices ; and he came down and earneſtly per- 
ſwaded with the Freeholders, ſaying, Sir John was 
his good Friend, had been his Father's, and that they 
would not do Sir John that Injury: Notwithſtanding 
the Freeholders would not defiſt, but all cried, 4 
Goodwin, A Goodwin ; ſome crying, A Forteſcue, 
to the Number of 60 or thereabouts, the other for 
Sir Francis Goodwin, being about 200 or 300; and 
Sir Francis Goodwin, to his thinking, dealt very 
plainly and earneſtly in this Matter for Sir Jahn 
Forteſcue ; for that Sir Francis Gaodwin did fo ear - 
neſtly proteſt it unto him. 

 Interr. 3. Ibo laboured him to make the Return 


fo long before the Day of the Parliament? —— He 


being here in London, Mr. „ 
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the zd of March, at his Chamber in the Inner- An. x. James l. 
1604. 


Temple, delivered him two Cap. Utlagat. againſt 
Sir Francis Goodwin ; and before he made his Re- 
turn, he went and adviſed with Mr. Attorney a- 
bout his Return, who pen'd it, and ſo it was done 
by his Direction: And the Return being written, 
upon Friday after the King's Coming through 
Londen, near about my Lord Chancellor's Gate, 


in the Preſence of Sir John Forteſcue, he deliver d 


the Writ, to Sir George Coppin: And at this Time 
(it being about Four in the Afternoon) and before 
they parted, Sir John Forteſcue delivered him the 
. ſecond Writ ſealed ; Sir John Forteſcue, Sir George 
Coppin, and himſelf, being not above an Hour to · 
gether ar that Time, and never had but this new 
Writ of Parliament to him delivered. | 


Subſcribed, Francis Chone. 


This was returned by the Committee to the Handy 
of the Clerk, but not at all read in the Houſe. 
Mr. Speaker remembreth the Matter of Confe- 


rence with the Judges, and offereth to repeat and 


put again the Queſtions that were formerly made ; 
being before uncertainly and unperfectly left (as 
he faid) in the Caſe of Buckinghamhire, viz. 
1. Whether the Houſe were reſold in the 
Matter q | 645.4 
2. Whetber they ſhould confer with the Fudges ? 
And at length induced the Houſe to entertain 
the latter potion ; and, being made, was carried 
by gy oice in the Negative, No Conference. 
pon this Paſſage, it was urged for a Rule, 
That a Queſtion being once made, and carried in 
the Affirmative or Negative, cannot be queſtioned 


again; but muſt ſtand as a Judgement of the 
Houle. 


It was thought fit that Mr. Speaker ſhould at- 
tend the Committee for penning the Reaſons in 
dir Francs Goodwin's Caſe, not by Command- 
ment, but Voluntary of himſelf. 

The next Day the Reaſons of the Proceeding 
of the Houſe in Sir Francis Gredrwin's Cale, pen- 


ned 


. 
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An. Te James I. ned dy the Committee; were, according to former 
© 359 Order, brought in by Mr Francis Moore, and read 
by the Clerk, ditected in Form of a Petition. 


* 


Iq the KIN G's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
Tie ble Anfwer of the Commons Houſe of 
Parliament to. His Majeſty s Objecbions in Sir 
Francis Goodwin's Caſs, | 
| O8 T Gracious, our Dear and Dread 
VI. Sovereign, Relation being made to Us 
by Sort Speaker, of Your Majeſty's Royal Cle- 
ngyiang Patience in bearing us, and of Your 
Princely Prudence in diſcerning; ſbewing af - 
fectionate Debye rather to receive Satisfaction to 
clear us, than Cauſe to pardon us: We do in 
all Humbleneſ render our moſt bounden Thanks 
for the, ſame ; proteſting, by the Bond of our 
Allegiance, That we fever had Thought to of- 
fend Your: Majeſty ; at whoſe Feet we ſhall 
eyer lie proſtrate, with Loyal Hearts, to ſacrifice 
our ſelves and all we have for Your: Majeſty's 
Service: And in this Particular, we could find 
no Quiet in our Minds, that would ſuffer us aq 
entertain other Thoughts, until We had addreſſed 
our Anſwer to Your Moſt Excellent Majeſty; 
for which, nevertheleſs, we bave prefumed! of 
the longer Time, in reſpect we have prepared 
ſome Precedents, requiring Sedich, to yield. Your 
Majeſty bettet Satisfaction. 
There were objected aginſt us by Your Ma jeſty 
and Vour Revetend Judges, Four Things, to im- 
ach our Hrocredings, in receiving Francis Good- 
win, Knight, into our Houſe. 2 1.6 
Obdjection 1. The Firſt, That tur aſſume to our 
ves Power of Examining of the Elections 
and Returns of Knights and Burgeſſes, which 
 belongeth to Hur Majeſty's Chancery, and not 
to us: For that all Return f Writs were 
. examinable in the Courts wherein they are 
" returnable ; and the Parliament Writs being re- 
turnable into the Chancery, the Returns of them 
zuſt needs be there examin'd and not with us, 


Our 


Our Humble Anfwer is, That, until the 7th An. x. james, 
1604, 


Year' of King Henry IV. all Parliament Writs 
wete'returnable'into the Parliament; as appeareth 
by many Precedents of Record ready to be ſhewed, 
and conſequently the Returns there examinable: 
In which Year a Statute was made, That thence- 
forth every Parliament Writ, containing the Day 
and Place where the Parliament ſhall be holden, 
ſhould have this Clauſe, viz. Et Elefttonem tham in 
pleno Comitatu fatlam diſtintte & aperte ſub Sigills 
tuo & Sigillis eorum, qui Eleclioni illi interfuerint, 
nobis in Cancellariam neftram ad Diem & Locum 
in Bret content 'certifices indilate (t. 
By this, although the Form of the Writ be 
ſome what altered, yet the Power of the Parliament 
to examine and determine of Elections, remaineth ; 
for ſd the Statute hath been always expounded 
ever fithence, by Uſe to this Day: And for that 
Purpoſe,; both the Clerk of the Crown bath al- 
ways uſèed to [ attend ] all the Parliament Time, 
upon the Commons Houſe, with the Writs and 
Returns ; and alſo the Commons in the Beginning 
of every Parliament, have ever uſed to appoint 
ſpecial Committees, all the Parliament Time, for 
examining Controverſies concerning Elections and 
Returns of Knights and Burgeſſes: During which 
Time, the Writs and Indentures remain with the 
Clerk f the Crown; and after the Parliament 
ended, und hot before; are delivered to the Clerk 
of the Petty - Bag in Chancery, to be kept there; 
which is warranted by Reaſon and Precedents : 
Rea ſon;; for that it is fit that the Returns ſhould 
be in that Place examined, where the Appearance 
and Service of the Writ is appointed. The Ap- 
pearance and Service is in Parliament, therefore 
the Return èxaminable in Parliament. 069 
Precedents: One in the 29th Year of the Reign 
of ths late Qgeen Elizabeth, where, after one Writ 
awarded into Norfolk for the Choice of Knights, 
and EleQion made and returned, a ſecond was, be- 
fore the Parliament- Day, awarded by the Ld. Chan- 
cellor, and-thereupon another Election and Return 
made 
% See Vol, II. p. 205, 128 
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1. made; and the Commons being attended with 
| both Writs and Returns by the Clerk of the Crown, 
examined the Cauſe, allowed the Firſt, and rejec- 
ted the Second. So Anno 23 Elizabethe Regine, 
a Burgeſs was returned dead, and a new, Choſeny 
and returned by a new Writ : The Parry returned 
dead appeared; the Commons, notwithſtanding the 
Sheriff's Return, admitted the Firſt choſen, and 
rejected the Second. Alſo, the faid zd Year, a 
Burgeſs choſen for Hull was returned Lonatick, 
and a new choſen upon a Second Writ; The Firſt 
claimed his Place; the Commons examined the 
Cauſe, and finding the Return of Lunacy to be 
true, they refuſed. him but if it had been falſe, 
would have received him. Anno 43 El:2a- 
4, the Sheriff of Rutlandibire returned himſelf 
elected; the Commons finding that he was not 
eligible by Law, ſent a Warrant to the Chancery 
for a new Writ to chuſe anew. Anno 43 Eliz. { 
alſo a Burgeſs was choſen Burgeſs for two Bo- 
roughs ; the Commons, after he had made Electi- 
on which he would ſerve for, ſent Warrant to the 
Chancery for a Writ to chuſe a new for the other 
Borough : Of which kind of Precedents there are 
many other, wherewith we ſpare to trouble your 
Majeſty. All which together, wiz. Uſe, Reaſon 
and Precedents, do concur to prove the Chancery 
to be a Place appointed to receive the Returns, as 
to keep them for the Parliament, but not to judge 
of them; and the Inconvenience might be great, 
if the Chancery might, upon Suggeſtions or Sheriffs 
Returns, ſend Writs for new Elections, and thoſe 
not ſubject to Examination in Parliament: For fo, 
when fit Men were choſen by the Counties and 
Boroughs, the Lord r, or the Sheriffs, 
might diſplace them, and ſend out new Writs, un- 
til ſome were choſen to their Liking; a Thing dan- 
gerous in Precedents for the Time to come, how- 
ſoever we reſt ſecurely from it at this preſent by 
the now Lord Chancellor's Integrity. 
Object. 2. That we dealt in the Cauſe with tas much 
recipitatian, not ſeenily far a Council of Gra- | 
| vity, 
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vity, and without Refpef to your moſt excellent An. foul 


Majeſty, our Sovereign, who had directad the 
Writ to be made; and being but half a Body, 
and no Court of Record alone, 42 Confe- 
rence _— the Sas — other half, notwith- 
anding they prayed it of us. 
of mo. fed Anſwer is, to the Precipita- 
tion, That we entred into this Cauſe, as in other 
Parliaments of like Caſes hath been accuſtomed ; 
calling to us the Clerk of the Crown, and viewing 
both the Writs, and both the Returns; which in 
Caſes of „ #* * ® ® and Motions, though 
not of Bills (requiring three Readings,) hath 
been Warrant by continual Uſage amongſt us: And 
thereupon, well finding that the latter Writ was 
awarded and ſealed before the Chancery was repoſ- 
ſeſſed of the former, which the Clerk of the Crown, 
and the Sheriff of the County, did both teſtify, and 
well held to be a clear Fault in Law, proceeded to 
Sentence with the leſs Reſpect of the latter Electi- 
on. For our Lack of Reſpect to your Majeſty, 
we confeſs, with Grief of our Hearts, we are right 
ſorry it ſhall be ſo conceived ; proteſting, That it 
was no way made known unto us before that 
Time; that your Majeſty had taken to yourſelf 
any ſpecial Notice, or directed any Courſe in that 
Cauſe, other than the ordinary awarding Writs by 
our Highneſs's Officers in that Behalf: But if we 
d known as much (as ſome will have) by your 
Majeſty's royal Mouth, we would not, without 
our Majeſty's Privity, have proceeded in that 
nner. And further, it may pleaſe your Majeſ- 
ty to give us Leave to inform you, That in the 
xamination of the Cauſe, the Sheriff avouched 
unto us, That Goodwin agreed to yield the Firſt 
Place of the Two Knights to Sir Jabn — 
and in his own Perſon, at the Time of Election, 
with extraordinary Earneſtneſs, entreated the Elec- 
tors it might ſo be, and cauſed the Indentures to 
de made up to that Purpoſe ; but the Electors ut- 
terly refuted to ſeal them. Concerning our reſu- 
fipg Conference with the Lords, there was none 
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to lay open to your Majeſty, our good and graci- 
ous 


s bs Abe sey Higtory 


we thought, That in a Matter private to our own 
Hotſe, which, by Rules of Order, might not be 
dy us revoked, we might, without any Imputation, 
refuſe to confer. Vet underſtanding by their Lord- 
ſhips, That your Majeſty had been informed againſt 
us, We made haſte (as in all Duty we were bound) 


reign,” the whole Manner of our Proceed- 


ing: 10 douBting,” though we were but Part of a 


Body, as to mate new Laws, yet for any Matter of 
(Privileges of our Hoi/c, we art and ever have been 
a Court bun ſelren, of Jufficient Power to"diſcern 
anũ determine without their Lordſ ps, as thetr Lord- 
Hip butt fed aluays to di for therrs toithout us. 
 Obje&? 1 That we' have, by var Sentence of Fe- 


ram Goodwin, dmitted, That Outlaws may 


b Malers of  Laws';, which is contrary to ull 
| Tad. =” F 7+ TH 11 1 9 7 
Our wmumble Anſwer is, That notwithſtanding 
the *Precedetits which we truly delivered; of ad- 
mitting and retaining Outlaws in Perſonal Actions 
in the Commons Houſe, and none remitted: for 
that Cauſe; yet we received ſo great Satisfaction, 
delivered from your royal Majeſty's own Mouth, 
with ſuch excellent Strength and Light of Reaſon, 
more than before, in that Point, we heard or did 
conceive, as we forthwith prepared an Act to paſs 
our Houſe, That all Outlaws henceforth ſhallſtand 
difabled to'ferve in Parliament: But as concerning 
Goodwin's Particular, it could not appear unto us, 
having thraughly examined all Parts of the Pro- 
eeedings againſt him, That he ſtood an Outla , 


dy the Laws of England, at the Time of the Elec- 


tion made of him by the County; and that for two 
Cauſes: The Firſt is, That where the Party Out- 
lawed ought to he five Times proclaimed to appear 
in the Sheriff's County Court; and then not ap- 
pearing, ' ought to be adjudged Outhwed by the 
Judgment of the Coroners of the County; there 
appeareth no Record made in the Hu/tings of Lou- 
en, that Goodwin was five Times proclaimed, or 

tat 
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that the Coroners gave Judgment of Outlawry An. 1. 2 


againſt him: But a Clerk lately come to that Of- 
fice, hath now, many Years after the Time, and 
fince this Election, made Entries, interlined with 
a new Hand, that he was Outlawed: To which 
new Entries we could give no Credit, for that the 
Parties, at whoſe Suit Goodwin was ſued, have teſ- 
tified in their Writings of Releaſe, That they ne- 
ver proceeded further than to take out the Writ of 
Exigent for an Outlatvry; and being then paid 
their Money, defiſted there: By which we: find, 
That Godwin was not five Times proclaimed, nor 
adjudzed Outlawed, being a Thing uſual in London 
to ſpare that Proclamation, and Judgment; if the 
Party call not upon it; and no Record being made 
for many Yeats together that either of them was 
done. 

The Second Cauſe was, for that the Writ of- 
Exigent, by which the Sheriff was commanded to 
proclaim him five Times, was never lawfully re- 
turned, nor certified by Cert/orari ; without which 
we take it, that Goodtvin ſtood not diſabled as an 
Outlaw. 

To this, adding the two general Pardons by 
Parliament, which had cleared the Outlawry in 
Truth and Subſtance (if any were;) and that God- 
win could not apply the Pardons by Scire fa. for 
that no Record nor Return was extant of the Out- 
lawry, whereupon he might ground a Scire fa. 
we were of Opinion, and ſo your Majeſty's moſt 
Reverend Judges would have been if they had 
known thus much; That Gaadtoin ſtood not diſ- 
abled by Outlawry to be Elected or Serve in Par- 
liament : But when we conſidered further, That 
the Courſe taken againſt Goodtwin for drawing him 
into this Outlawry of Purpoſe to diſable him to 
ſerve in this Place, whereto the County had freely 
elected him, was unuſual ; we could not with the 
Reputation of our Places, ſerving as a Council of 
Gravity, in Allowance or Continuance of that 


Courſe, cenſure him to be rejected as an Outlaw: 


The Particulars of which were theſe, vis. 
Two 


An. r. James J. Two | 
1604. 
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igents awarded, „ the 
other ſeven Years paſt to the Hu/tings in London : 
No Entry made of five Proclamations ; nor of any 
Judgment of the Coroners ; nor any Return of the 
Exigents made or endorſed ; the Party Plaintiff 
fatished, the pretended Outlawries being but upon 
meane Proceſs : And as to your Majeſty's Duties 
and Contempts pardoned now ſince Goodwin was 
elected Knight, the Exigent now ſought out ſince 
the Election to be returned in the Name 
of the Sheriffs that then were, and are long ſince 
dead, and new Entry made of the five Proclama- 
tions and Coroner's Judgment; and now a Return 
made of that old Exigent, which could be of no 
Uſe, but only for a Purpoſe to diſable him for that 
Place. Upon all which we could do no leſs, in true 
Diſcretion, than certify the Election made Secundum 
equum et bonum. 
Odject. 4. That we proceeded to examine the 
Truth of the Fact of Outlawry, and gave aur 
Sentence upon that; whereas we ought to have 
been bound by the Sheriffs Return of the Out- 
lawry from further Examining, Whether the 
Party were Outlatued or not ? 
Our humble Anſwer is, That the Precedents 
Cited before, in our Anſwer to the firſt Objection, 
do prove the Uſe of the Commons Houſe to Exa- 
mine Veritatem fafi, in Elections and Returns, 
and have not been tied peremptorily to allow the 
Return; as if a Knight or Burgeſs be unttuly 
returned Dead, or Lunatick, yet when he appear 
eth to the Houſe to be Living and Sound, they 


have, contrary to the Return, received him into 


the Houſe, preferring the Truth manifeſt before 
the Return. By which diſcreet Proceeding there 
is avoĩded that great [nconvenience abovemention'd 
of giving Liberty to Sheriffs, by untrue Returns, 
to make and remove whom they liſt, to and from 
the Parliament Service, how meet ſoevet the Par- 
ties be in the Judgment of the County or Borough 
that eleCted them. 

n 4 6 Thus 
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Thus in all Humility we have prefented to An. 1. James L. 
your moſt Excellent Majeſty the Grounds and * 
Reaſons of our late Action, led with no Aﬀec- 
tions, but guided by Truth, warranted in our 
Conſciences, imitating Precedents, maintaining 
our antient Privileges, honouring your Excellent 
Majeſty in all your Services; to which in all 
Loyalty and Devotion we bind us, and ours for 
ever, praying daily on the Knees of our Hearts, 
to the Majeſty of the Almighty, that your Ma- 
jeſty and your Poſterity may in all Felicity reign 
over us and ours to the End of the World. 

Theſe Reaſons ſet down and publiſhed to the 
Houſe, Mr. Secretary Herbert was ſent with Meſ- 
fage to the Lords, that the Houſe had reſolved of 
their Anſwer to his Majeſty, in Sir Francis Good- 
tvin's Caſe, and had ſet it down in Writing, and 
that it ſhould be ſent to their Lordſhips before 
Four in the Afternoon; who immediately return'd 
their Lordſhips Anſwer, That they would be 

at that Time in the Council Chamber at 
Whuthall, with Thirty of the Lords, to receive 
| what then ſhould be delivered. Then were nam'd 
T hreeſcore to attend the Delivery of the faid Rea- 

ſons at the Time and Place aforeſaid. 

+ The fame Day in the Afternoon, the Houſe 
entering ſeriouſly into Conſultation what Courſe 
was to be held with the Lords; as alſo falling into 
more Length of Diſputation, touching the Bill of 
Merchants, than were expected, ſent five Mem- 
ders as Meſſengers to the Lords to excuſe their 
long tarrying. And about Five o'Clock, the Com- 
mittee appointed did attend to deliver the Reaſons 
aforeſaid, at the Council Chamber, according to 
Appointment and Order of both Houſes; and they 
were delivered by Sir Francis Bacon, one of the 
Committees, with deſire, That their. Lordſhips 
would be Mediators in Behalf of the Houſe, for his 
Majeſty's Satisfaction. 

April 4, Sir Francis Bacon having the Day be- 
fore delivered to the Lords in the Council-Chamber 
at Whitehall, according to the Direction * — 

e 
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I. 1. Pes i, Houſe, the Reaſons in Writing penn'd by the 
Anh hobo Committee: touching Sir Francis twins — 
made Report of what paſſed at the Time of the 
ſaid Delivery. „/ IAN, 
Firſt, That though the Committees employed 
were a "Number ' ſpecially deputed and ſelected; 
that the Lords admitted all Burgeſſes without 
iſtinEtion ; that they offered it with Teſtimony 
of their on Speed and Care in the Buſineſs, fo as 
# they ſaid no one Thing had Precedency, but only 
the Bill of Recognition ; that they had ſuch Reſpect 
to the Weight of it, as they had not committed it 
to any Frailty of Memory, or verbal Relation, but 
put it into Writing for more permanent Memory 
of their Duty and Reſpect to his Majeſty's Grace 
and Favour: That in Conclufion they prayed thei 
Lordſbips, fithence they had nearer” Huceſs, they would 
co-operate with them for the Ning, Satis/dfinn ;' 
and fo delivered the Writing to the Hands of the 
Lord Chancellor, who receiving it, demanded, 
Whether they ſhould ſend it to the King, or firſt 
peruſe it? To which was anſwer'd; That finee it 
was the King's Pleaſure they ſhould coneur, they” 
defired their Lordſhips would firſt peruſe it. The 
Lord Cecil demanded, Whether they had Warrabt 
to Amplity, Explain, or Debate any Doubt or 
Queſtion made upon the Reading? To which it” „ 
was ſaid, They had no Warrant. And fo the j 
Writing was read, and no more done at that Time. | 
April 5th, Mr. Speaker, by a private Command- 
ment, attended the King this Morning at Eight, and | 
there ſtaid till Ten — Mr Speaker excuſed his Abſence, 
by reaſon he was commanded to attend his Majeſty; 
and brought Meſſage from his Majeſty to this Effect. 
That the King had received a Parchment from the 
Houſe. Whether it were an abſolute Refolution, 
or Reaſon to give him Satisfaction, he knew not: 
He thought it-was rather intended for his Satisſuc- 
tion. His Majeſty proteſted, by that Love he bare / 
to the Houſe as his Loving and Loyal Subjects, and 
dy the Faith he did ever owe to God, he had as 
great a Deſire to maintain their Privileges, as ever 
.li | any 
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any Prince had, or as themſelves. He had ſeen An. 2. James J. 
and conſidered of the Manner and the Matter: He 9% 
had heard his Judges and his Council; and that he 
was now diſtracted in Judgment. Therefore, for 
his further Satisfaction, he defired, and command- 
ed, as an Abſolute King, that there might be a Con- 
ference between the Houſe and the Judges ; and 
that for that Purpoſe there might be a Select Com- 
mittee of Grave and Learned Perſons out of the 
Houſe : That bis Council might be preſent, not as 
Umpires to determine, but to Report indifferently on 
both Sides. | 

Upon this Unexpected Meſſage there grew ſome 
Amazement and Silence. But at laſt One ſtood up 
and ſaid, The Prince's Command is like a Thun- 
der- Bolt ; his Command upon our Allegiance like 

the Roaring of a Lion. To his Command there 
is no Contradiction; but how, or in what Man- 
ner we ſhould now proceed to perform Obedience, 
that will be the Queſtion. 

Another anſwered, Let us petition to his Ma- 
jeſty, that he will be pleaſed to be preſent, to hear, 
moderate, and judge the Caſe himſelf, Where- 
upon Mr. Speaker proceeded to this Queſtion. 
Q: Whether #: Confer with the Fudges in the Pre- 
ſence of the King and Council? Which was reſolved 
in the Affirmative. And a ſelect Committee pre- 
ſently named for the Conference, conſiſting of 
twenty-one Lawyers, and ſixteen other Members. 

Theſe Committees were ſelected and appointed 
to Confer with the Judges of the Law, touching the 

| Reaſons of proceeding in Sir Frand's Godwin's Caſe 

ſet down in Writing, and deliver'd to his Majeſty 
in the Preſence of the Lords of his Majeſty's Coun- 
cil, according to his Highneis's Pleaſure fignihed. 
by Mr. Speaker this Day to the Houſe. 

It was further Reſolved and Ordered by the 
Houſe, upon the Motion to that End by Mr. 
Laurence Hyde, (u) That the aforeſaid Committees 
ſhould inſiſt upon the Fortification, and Explain- 
ing of the Reaſons and Anſwers delivered unto his 


Vor. V. F Ma- 
(«) This Member diſtinguiſh'd himſelf greatly in the Affair of 
Monopolies, An. 43 Eliz, See Vol. IVV. p. 452, Ce. 
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Majeſty ; and not proceed to any other Argument 
or Anſwer, what Occaſion ſoever moved in the 
Time of that Debate. | 

April 11th, the Houſe being met according to 
3 Sir Francis Bacon was expected, and 
called, to make a Report of the late Conference 
with the Judges in the Preſence of his Majeſty and 
the Lords of the Council: But he made Excuſe, 
ſaying, he was not Warranted to make any Report; 
and tantum permiſſum quantum commiſſum : Never- 
theleſs, upon a Queſtion, he was over - ruled to 
make a Report; and a Motion thereupon made, 
That the Committees might firſt aſſemble in the 
Court of Wards, and confer amongſt themſelves, 
and then the Report to be made. 

Sir Francis Bacon, after the Meeting of the 
Commitrees in the Court of Wards, reported what 
had paſſed in Conference in the Preſence of his 
Majeſty and his Council. The King ſaid, he would 
be Preſident himſelf. — This Attendance renewed 
the Remembrance of the laſt, when we departed 
with ſuch Admiration. It was the Voice of God 
in Man : The good Spirit of God in the Mouth 
of Man. I do not fay, the Voice of God, and 
not of Man. I am not one of Herad's Flatterers. 
A Curſe fell upon him that faid it. A Curſe on 
him that ſuffered it. We might ſay as was ſaid to 
S:l»mon, We ate glad, O King, that we give Ac- 
count to you, becauſe you diſcern what is ſpoken. 
We let paſs no Moment of Time, until we had 
reſolved and ſet down an Anſwer in Writing, 
which we now had ready.—— That fithence we 
received a Meſſage from his Majeſty by Mr. Spea- 


ker, of Two Parts. 1. The one Paternal. 2. The 


other Royal. 1. That we were as dear unto him 
as the Safety of his Perſon, or the Preſervation of 
his Poſterity. 2. Royal, That we ſhould Confer 
with his Judges, and that in the Preſence of him- 
ſelf and his Council. That we did more now to 
King James than ever was done ſince the Congueſt, 
in giving Account of dur Fudgments. That we had 
no Intent in all our Proceedings, to 8 
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Majeſty, or to impeach his Honour or Prerogative. An. 2. James J. 
—=This was ſpoken by way of Preamble by him *** 


ou employed. — How to Report his Majeſty's 
peeches he knew [not] The Eloquence of a King 
was unimitable. : 

The King addreſs'd himſelf to him as deputed 
by the Houle, and ſaid he would make three Parts 
of what he had to ſay. The Cauſe of the Meeting 
was to draw to an End the Difference in Sir Francts 
Geodwin's Caſe. If they required his Abſence, he 
was ready ; becauſe he feared he might be thought 
intereſted, and ſo breed an Inequality on their Part. 
He ſaid, That he would not hold his Prerogative 
or Honour, or receive any Thing of any or all his 
Subjects. This was his Magnanimity. That he 
would confirm and ratify all juſt Privileges. This 
his Bounty and Amity. As a King Royally: As 
King James, ſweetly and kindly out of his good 
Nature. 

One Point was, Whether we were a Court of 
Record, and had Power to judge of Returns. As 
our Court had Power, ſo had the Chancery; and 
that the Court that firſt had paſſed their Judgment 
ſhould not be controuled. Upon a Surmiſe, and 
upon the Sheriffs Return, there grew a Difference. 
That there be Two Powers. One Permanent: 
The other, Tranfitory. That the Chancery was 
a Confidenciary Court to the Uſe of the Parliament 
during the Time. Whatſoever the Sheriff inſerts 
beyond the Authority of his Mandate, a Nugation. 
The Parliaments of England not to be bound by a 
Sheriff's Return. | 

That our Privileges were not in Queſtion. That 
it was private Jealouſies without any Kernel or 
Subſtance. He granted it was a Court of Record, 
and a Fudge of Returns, He moved, That neither 
Sir John Forteſeue, nor Sir Francis Goodwin might 
have Place. Sir John loſing Place, his Majeſty 
did meet us half Way. That when there did ariſe 
a Schiſm in the Church betwen a Pope and an 
Anti-Pope, there could be no End of the Diffe- 
rence until they were 7 put down. 

| A 


Upon 
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 Tames 1. Upon this Report a Motion was made, That it 
= — i Might be done by way of Warrant; and therein 
to be inſerted, That it was done at the Requeſt of 
the King: And was further faid, (as anciently it 
hath been ſaid) That we loſe more at a Parliament 
man we gain at a Battle. That the Authority of 
the Committee was only to fortify what was agreed 
on by the Houſe for Anſwer, and that they had 
no Authority to conſent. 
It was further moved, by another, That we 
ſhould proceed to take-away our Difſention, and 
to preſerve our Liberties ; and faid, That in this 
we had exceeded our Commiſſion ; and that we 
had drawn upon us a Note of Inconſtancy and 
Levity. —- But the Acclamation of the Houſe, 
was, That it was a Teſtimony of our Duty, and 
no Levity, | 
So as the Queſtion was preſently made : | 
2. Whether Sir John Forteſiue and Sir Francis 
Grodwin ſhall both be ſecluded, and a Warrant for 
a new Writ directed. And upon the Queſtion, | 
Reſolved, That a Writ ſhould iſſue for a new | 
Choice, and a Warrant directed accordingly. _ | 
A Motion made, That Thanks ſhould be pre- | 
fented by Mr. Speaker to his Majeſty, for his Pre- |; 
ſence and Direction in this Matter; and thereupon | 
ordered, That his Majeſty's Pleaſure ſhould. be 
known by Sir Roger Afton for their Attendance 
accordingly. E > 
Becauſe. it had been conceived by ſome, that 
Sir Frants Goodwin being the Member ſpecially 
intereſled, it were fit he ſhould give Teſtimony of 
his Liking and Obedience in this Courſe; being dealt 
90957 to hat 5 Dh ky his Letter 9 Mr. 25 
which, befere this Queſtian made, for better Satifac- 
tion of th Due, d read in 15 Words : Fs 
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7 Am heartily orry is habe been the leaſt Occaſion | 
either of Dueſtion between his Majeſty and that 


Honourable Wuſe, or of Interruption to thoſe worthy 

and weighty Cauſes, rwhich by this Time, in all Likes 

lihoog, had been in very good Furtherance : 8 2 
) r Ander 
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underflanding very credibly, that it pleaſed his Ma- 
Jeſs when the Committees Igſi attended him, to take 
Courſe with them for 4 Third Writ and Eleftion for 
the Knigh(/bip of the County of Buckingham; 1 am 
fo far from giving. any Impedinient thereunto, that 
contrarimiſe, I humbly deſire his Maje/ly's Direction 
in thet Behalf to be accompliſhed and performed, So 
praying you, according to 2 Opportunity as will 
be miniſtræd, ts give Furtherance thereunto, I tale 
my Leave, and reſt 


Weſt. this 11th of Yours, Moſt aſſured 
April, 1604. 


Directed, To the Right Mor- to be Commanded, 
fipful Sir Edward Phelips, 


Knt, Speaker of the Honour - 
able os of Parliament. F Ta. Good Wyn. 


April 12th, a Motion was made, That Mr. 
Speaker, in Behalf of the Houſe, ſhould Pray Ac- 
ceſs to his Majeſty, and Preſent their Humble 
Thanks for his gracious Preſence and Direction, 
upon the Hearing of Sir Francis Gooawin's Cauſe z 
which was afſented unto : And Sir Roger Alen a 
Servant of his Majeſty's Bed- Chamher, and one of 
the Members of the Houſe, was preſently appointed 
to know his Majeſty's Pleafure ; which he did ac- 
cordingly ; and returned, That his Majeſty was 
willing to give them Acceſs in the Gallery at 
Whitehall, at Two in the Afternoon, the ſame 
Day. Thereupon a Committee was Named to 
attend Mr, Speaker to the King, with a General 
Warrant to all Others that ſhould be pleaſed to 
Accompany them. 

The Committee, Specially Named, were, All 
the Privy Council of the Houſe, and Thirty-eight 
Members more. 

| Accordingly, the next Day, Mr. Speaker re- 
turned to the Houſe the Effect of his Meſſage of 
Thanks, Delivered in the Name of the Houſe to 
the King; as alſo of his Majeſty's Anſwer, vis. 

That he related to his Highneſs the Humble and 
Dutiful Acceptation of what his Majeſty had done, 
together with the humble Thanks of the Houſe 

TY for 
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for his Zealous and Paternal Delivery of his Grace 
unto Us, by his own Mouth: What Wonder 
they conceived in his Judgment, what Joy in his 
Grace, what Comfort they had in his Juſtice, 
what Approbation they made of his Prudence, and 
what Obedience they yielded to his Power and 
Pleaſure. 

That his Direction gave all Men Satisfaction. 
That they were determined to purſue the Courſe he 
had preſcribed. That now they were become Suitors, 
he would be pleaſed to receive a Repreſentation of 
the humble Thanks and Service of the Houſe. 

His Majeſty anſwered, That upon this Second 
Acceſs, he was forced to reiterate what he had ſaid 
before. That this Queſtion was unhappily caſt 
upon him, for he carried as great a Reſpe& to Our 
Privileges as ever any Prince did; he was no 
Ground- Searcher ; he was of the Mind that our 
Privileges was his Strength: That he thought the 
Ground of our Proceeding, was our not under- 
ſtanding that he had intermeddled before We had 
decided : That he thought alſo We had no Wilful 
Purpoſe to derogate any thing from him, for Our 
Anſwer was a grave, dutiful, and obedient Anſwer. 

But as the Devil had 9 caſt this Queſtion 
between them, ſo he ſaw God had turned it to 
two good Ends and Purpoſes. 1. One, That he 


knew and had approved our Loyalty. 2.Another, 


That he had ſo good an Occaſion to make Teſti- 
mony of his Bounty and Grace, 

That as we came to give him Thanks, ſo did he 
redouble his Thanks to Us. That he had rather 
be a King of ſuch Subjects, than to be a King of 
many Kingdoms. 

The Second Part of his Speech directed to the 
Lords and Us. —— T hat this Parliament was not 
like to be long. That we would treat of ſuch Mat- 
ters, as moſt concerned the Common-Wealth ; and 
the laſt, of any thing that concerned himſelf. — Three 
main Buſineſſes in our Hands: 1. The Union. 2. 
Sundry Publick and Commonwealth-Bills. 3. Mat- 
ter of Religion, and Reformation of Eccleſiaſtical Dif- 

ter 
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cipline. For the Union, that it might be now An. 8 
1 


prepared, and proſecuted the next Seſſion. That 
Union, which with the Loſs of much Blood could 
never be brought to paſs, as now it is. That the 
better to bring it to paſs, We ſhould be in Aﬀec- 
tions united. 
That We ſhould firſt with all Care proceed in 
ſuch Laws as might concern the general Good. 
That all Hereſies and Schiſms might be rooted 
out, and Care taken to plant and ſettle God's true 
Religion and Diſcipline in the Church. That 
his Wiſh above all Things, was at his Death to 
leave, 1. One Worſhip to God. One Kingdom 
entirely Governed. One Uniformity in Laws. 
Laſtly, That his Occafions were Infinite, and 
much beyond thoſe of his Predeceſſors; and there- 
fore that in this firſt Parliament We would not 
take from him that which We bad yielded to 
Others. — hat in his Affections he was no 
oy, pr to others, nor in his Defire to eaſe Us. 
hen the Warrant fora New Election of a Knight 
for Bucks, was Read and Allowed in this Form: 
Whereas the Right Honourable Sir John For- 
teſcue, Knight, Chancellor of his Majeſty's Dutchy 
of Lancaſter, and Sir Francis Goodwyn, Knight, 
ave been ſeveraily Elected and Returned Knights f 
the Shire for the County of Bucks, to ſerve in this 
preſent Parliament: Upan deliberate Conſultation, 
and for ſome Special Cauſes moving the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament : It is this Day Ordered and 
Required by the ſaid Houſe, That a Writ be forth- 
with Awarded for a New Elettion of another Knight 


Hor the ſaid Shire; Aud this ſpall be your Warrant.(z), 


Directed, To my very Loving Friend, , 
Sir George Coppin, Knight, Clerk of the Caozon in His Majeſty's 
Higb Court of Chancery, 


To go on with the Proceedings of the Lords in 
this Parliament: According to the Credulity of 
thoſe Times, a very ſevere Bill was framed and 

brought 
(z) Notwithſtanding Sir Francis Goodzvin was thus remov'd out 
of the Houſe z he was ſoon after elected for the Town of Bucbing- 
ham, on the Deceaſc of Sir Edward Terrel, Knt. 
Willis's Neritia Parliamegtaria. 


$8 TAs HisToxy 
An. 2. James I, brought into that Houſe, Againſt Conjuration, 
160 PFitchcraft, and Dealing with evil Spirits. On the 
ſecond Reading, the Bill was referred to a large Com- 
mittee,in which were included twelye Biſhops. This 
Bill paſſed into a Law; and by it was enacted, (a) 
An Act againſt * That if any Perſons ſhall uſe, praCtiſe, or exerciſe 
Witchcraft. any Invocation or Conjuration of any wicked or evil 
Spirit; or ſhall conſult, covenant with, entertain, em- 
ploy, or feed, any ſuch Spirit, &:c. the firſt Offence 
to be Impriſonment for a Year, and ſtanding in the 
Pillory once a Quarter; the next to be Death.” 
This Law continued in Force to our Days, when 
it was wholly abrogated by a late Act of Parlia- 
ment: The Great-Grandſons of theſe ſuperſti- 
tious Men, not having ſo great Faith in the 

Works of the Devil, as their Anceſtors (6). 
Another well-meaning Bill did not meet with 
the — —— 5 the _ re- 
| preſſing the deteſtable Crime of Adultery. This Bill 
— — — but when the Report came 
to be made, the Earl of Hertford ſaid, That they 
found the Bill did rather concern ſome particular 
Perſons than the public Good; and therefore they 
returned it as they received it. On which the Bill 
was drop'd, and we are left at x Loſs to know what 
AR relating to Puniſhment was to be aſſigned to this heinous and 
Ale-Houſes, too common Offence. But a Bill againſt Drunkards 
| and common Haunters of Ale-Houſes and Taverns 
paſſed into a Law; the Penalty was ten Shillings 
on every Publican offending; and if he ſold the 
beſt Beer for more than one Penny a Quart, and 
ſmall Beer two Quarts for the ſame, he forfeited 
twenty Shillings, Sc. (c) By the 21ſt of Fac. I, 

Cap. VII. it was made perpetual. 


On the 14th of April came on an Affair of 
much greater Moment; for, on that Day, the 
Lord Chancellor made a Motion, That as in the 
King's Speech, both in the Beginning of the Par- 

liament, 

(a) An 1. Jac. I. Cap. XII. Statutes at large. 


b) In the Reign of King George II. 
C/ An. 1. Jac. I. Cap. IX. g 
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1liament, and fince upon Reſort of divers Lords Au- a. James I, 


and Commons to him at Court, his Majeſty had 
recommended it to them to proceed in ſuch Mat- 
ters, in this his firſt Parliament, as are of greateſt 
Importance to the State; and eſpecially in that 
Particular of an Union between the Kingdoms of 
England and Sctland. His Lordſhip moved that 


ſome Propofitiotis might be made to the Lower A Conference 
Houſe, for a Conference about this Affair. This Propoſed relating 


to an Union be- 


Propofal was agreed to by both Houſes, and a very tween England 
large Committee of Lords were appointed, who and Scotland. 


were to meet the Committee of the Commons, 
that Afternoon. 4 Re 
What was done at this firſt Conference is not 
enter'd in the Journals. But, we are told that on 
the 16th, a Meſſage was ſent to the Lords, and de- 
livered by Mr. Secretary Herbert and others of the 
Commons, * That the Committee of that Houſe 
had reported to the reſt the Propoſition made to 
them by the Lords, as from his Majeſty, about the 
Affair of an Union, That the whole Houſe judg- 
ing this Matter to be a Cauſe of very great Impor- 
tance and Conſequence ; it ought to be proceeded in 
with great Caution and Deliberation. They there- 
fore thought it — to proceed in the 
Conference, till every Man of their Houſe had 
conſidered of and delivered his Opinion about it. 
And, they had appointed a Day to enter upon that 
Debate, till which Time they deſired their Lord- 
{hips to hold them excuſed for farther Conference.” 


On the 21ſt of April the Lords fell again upon 
this Buſineſs of Union ; when the Lord Cecil pro- 
duced a Paper containing a Draught, or Form, de- 
viſed by the King himſelf, for the Accompliſh- 
ment of this great Work. The Paper was read to 
the Houſe, but not offered as a Bill, only as a ſhort 
Draught or Memorial, on which a Bill might be 
afterwards agreed on. We are not told what the 
Subſtance of this Propoſal from the King was; nor 
do we meet With any more about this Matter in 
the Lords Journal, till the laſt Day of this * 

| t 
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At which Time the Lords ſent to deſire another 
Conference with the Lower Houſe, and promiſed 
them that they would inform themſelves, by the 
Opinion of the Judges, concerning the Name and 
lation of GREAT BRITAIN; and acquaint 
their Committees there with: That Afternoon being 
pointed by both Houſes for the Conference, in 
= outward Chamber of the Parliament's Preſence, 


the Lords began again to deliberate on what Points 


were neceſſary to propoſe at the Meeting. When 
the Lord Chancellor ſtarted the following Particu- 
lars, which were agreed to by the whole Houſe. 

1. To acquaint the Commons that the Judges 


had given it as their Opinions, that the Name 


cannot be altered now, without Prejudice to the 
State. Therefore, Rebus fic tantibus, that Point 
* was at an End. 

2. That the Lords did defire to have mutual 
Conference with them, on the other Point; 
© which was, concerning the Commiſſion, accor- 
ding to his Majeſty's Propoſal. 

3. To be moved unto them for the Nomina- 
tion of Commiſſioners this Parliament to treat of 
© thoſe Matters. 

4. The ſame Committes of both Houſes may 
© be ſelected and appointed for the framing of a 
Bill touching this great Affair. 

There is no Account in the Lords Journals re- 
lating to any farther Proceedings about this Matter, 
except, that a Bill was brought in and paſſed into a 
Law, for appointing Eugliſ Commiſſioners to treat 
with a ſelect Number of Scotch on this grand Con- 
cern between the two Nations. But the Jaurnals 
of the Commons are much more copious about it ; 
in which Houſe, the Affair was argued, pro & con, 
for ſeveral Days together. The Clerks have taken 
Hints of the Arguments on both Sides, for and a- 
gainſt this Lian; which are entered in the Pro- 
ceedings of that Houſe. Several of theſe are fo 
ſhort as not to be underſtood ; and the whole Diſ- 
pute, fince it ended in little or nothing, is too pro- 
lix and tedious for our Purpoſe. We {hall content 

our- 
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ourſelves with giving the King's own Syſtem for the 
Union, not inſerted in the Lords Journals; and a 
Copy of the King's Original Letter to this Houſe, 
on this Affair, in its own peculiar Orthography ; 
which ſhews that he ſpelt his Exgliſb according to 
the Scoteh Pronunciation of it at that Time. 


The King's PRoPosALs for an UNION. 


HIS Propoſition, which now I make con- 
cerning the Union, ſo far as now I cra- 


© yed to be aſſented unto at this Parliament, is no 


further but a particular Explanation of a Part of 


my Speech I uſed to the whole Parliament, about 


a & «a a a as 
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the Matter of the Union; which being twice re- 
peated by me in the Parliament-Houſe, and then 
after printed, and publickly ſet out to the View 
of all the World, was (as I am informed) ſo well 
accepted and applauded by all, as I made the leſs 
Doubt to make this particular Propoſition in * * 
own Time thereafter. 
© The Subſtance. of the Thing, which now I 
crave to be done, conſiſteth only in two Points: 
* Firſt, That by a Bill, or Act, framed in this 
Parliament, it may be infuſed in all the People's 
Hearts, that, as it is already ſet down in the Re- 
cognition of [My] juſt Poſſeſſion of the Crowns 
of both the famous, antient, and honourable Na- 
tions of England and Scotland, dwelling within 
Lone] Iſle, and only compaſſed by the Ocean, are 
now, by the great Bleſſing of God, and to the 
perpetual Weal of both the Nations, [united] 
under one Allegiance, and loyal Subjection, in 
me and in my Perſon, to my Perſon and my 
Poſterity for ever : And that thereby, that which 
accreaſeth to me and mine, and to the Weal and 
Strength of the Subjects of both Countries, may 
* htly conceived, and [clearly] underſtood, by 
all Men. 
© The ſecond Point is, That although it be not 
my Meaning, neither at [this] Time, nor never 
hereafter, to alter or innovate the fundamental 
| Laws, 
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Laws, Privileges; and good Cuſtöms of this 
© Kingdom; whereby only the King's ipfincely. Au- 
<thority is conſerved, and the People's (both. in 
© general and particular) Security of - their Lands, 
© Living; and Privileges, is maintained unto them; 
yet, that it is fit and convenient. for the nouriſh- 
ing and increafing of the mutual Uſe among 
© [the] Members, and Two Halfs, as it Were, of 
the Body, that all Sorts, particular, temporal, 
Sor indifferent, Manners, or Statutes and [Cuſ- 
© toms] may be agreed upon. and welled in one, 
Das they are all one Body, under fone] Head: 
And therefore, that Commiſſioners may be ap- 
pointed by the Parliament, authorized to confer 
and conſult with ſuch Scottiſh Commiſſioners; as 
© ſhall be ſelected to meet with them, for the ma- 
© king of the Frame to this Effect, to be propoun- 
©. ded to the next two Parliaments of ' England and 
Scotland; that thereby, and by the happy Con - 
* clufion in the two next Parliaments, not only all 
Queſtions, and unhappy Rubs, which may here- 
after, at any Time, be unluckily caſt in, may 
then be decided,' and put to a quiet End; but all 
other Means may alſo then be uſed, for increaſing 
the mutual Love, quenching all Sparks of old 
Debates, and conforming them among themſelves 
to that Uniformity of Manners and Cuſtoms, 
which God, by his Providence, in apparent Sight 
of all the World, hath begun, and by the finiſh- 
ing whereof, the true Meaning of that Acknow- 
ledgment in my Recognition may be performed 
and accompliſhed. * e! 
As for the Bill, which to this Effect I did 
frame, it would never have proceeded of me, to 
have fo far overweened myſelf of the Laws and 
Cuſtoms here, as to have ſtraightly thereby pre- 
ſcribed to the Parliament, what Words they 
ſhould preciſely uſe in that Purpoſe ; but being 
humbly requeſted by Francis Bacon (then Mouth 
of that Part of the Houſe, which came to me) 
that, for the Supply of his Memory, I would 
+ ſhortly ſet down the Subſtance of that Part of 
* | my 
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my Speech, then publickly uttered to the Lower An, 2. James I. 
Houſe, I was contented to indict it to him as it 1604. 
bath been often read in your open Audience: 
But I am ſo far from being wedded to any 
Opinions of mine, in the Form thereof, as 
whatſoever Words may be found, by the Parlia- 
ment, -by their Committees, or the Judges: of 
the Land (wboſe Opinions I will ever reverence 
and honour in their own Elements) which are 
contained within my laſt Project, which may be 
found to be contrary or derogatory to the Provi- 
ſoes or Explanations of my Meaning therein ſet 
down, I am heartily well contented, that, by 
the Advice of 'the ſame Judges, they may be 
cleared, guarded by Cautions, changed, innovat- 
ed, or utterly ſcraped out, as may beſt agree with 
the Subſtance of my Meaning, and eſchew any 
inherent Contradiction, which may be leaſt lurk- 
ing within the ſaid Bill, or Act of Parliament to 
be made: And eſpecially, becauſe I hear greateſt 
Doubts and Queſtions of Law made, that the 
aſſuming the Word and Title of Zretany, by Act 
of Parliament, before the Accompliſhment of 
theſe Particulars, may imply any ſecret or [tacit] 
Derogation to the reſt of the particular Conditi- 
ons included in [the] ſame Bill; although my in- 
ſerting of the particular Name now, ,was only 
for the better. Furtherance of the Grounds, 
which are before rehearſed ; yet am I fo far from 
allowing or permitting any tacit Contradiction, 
or Obſcurity, in that Matter, which I by [all] 
Means preſs to have fo clear and evident, as L 
will not only, [f] the Truth be upon that Side, 
be content of the Omiſlion of [the] Name, for 
this Time, but think, and ever eſteem, that I 
have great Cauſe to thank and account well of 
the learned Judges, and other wiſe Men whoſo- 
ever, that by theſe Means will preſerve me from 
© being the Cauſe for making an implicit Contra- 
© diction to mine own Meaning to be contained 
« within M“ own Law; which could not be wil- 1 
© lingly done by me, without Spot to my Honour, 
* m pre- 
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An. 8. James I. pretending one thing, and purpoſing another; 

160% and to the great Harm of the Subjects of both 
the Realms: But this to be ſo underſtood, that 
«© if, on the other Side, [there] be but Doubts, caſt 
in by the curious Carping of ſome, wreſting and 
«© miſinterpreting the Law againſt the true Meaning 
© ſthereof ]; that then, and in that Caſe, as I am 
© bound in Honour to my formerly ſet-down 
© Words, ſo all my good and loyal Subjects, of 
© both the Houſes, will concur in aſſiſting me, 
© ſnot] to be over-ruled by Wilfulneſs, w I 
© cannot be convinced by Reaſon.” 


A Letter from his Majeſty to the Houſe, in the 
Matter of the Union, written with his own 
Hand, delivered by .Sir Roger Afton to Mr. 
Speaker, read publickly at the Board by Sir Tho. 
Lake, ſtanding by the Clerk, as one beſt ac- 
quainted with the King's Hand and Phraſe. 

The Letter followeth in theſe Words (d): 


T E fee, uith guhat Cleernes and Sinceritie I have 
# behaved myſelf in this Earande, even throuch 
all the Progreſſe thairef, tboch, I will not ſaye, too 
littel regairdit by you, but I may juſtlie ſaye, not ſo 
uillinglie embraced by you, as the Uprthines of the Mait- 
ter doth uell deſerve. I proteſte to God, the Fruiftes 
thairof uill chieflie tende to youre owen Lell, Proſpe- 
ritie, and Increaſe of Strenth and Greatnes Re- 
thing can flaye you from harkening unto it, but Ja- 
lauſie and Diſtruſte, ather of me the Propounder, or 
th Ma tler by me proprunditt: If of me, then 
dee ye both me and youre ſelſis an infimte Uronge, my 
Conſcience bearing me Recorde, that I ever deſerved 
the contrarie ar youre Handis ; but if youre Diſtruſte 
be of the Maitter itſelf, then diſtruſte ye nothing but 
yo:rre owin Uiſdomes or Honeſties: For as I have ge- 
vin over urangling upon Urdis uith you, ſo crave I 
no Concluſion to be talen at this Tyme heirin, but on- 


4) The original Letter is here inſerted, in the King's Hand, 
but without his Sign Manual; and is thus endorſed : ** Rex, His 
«© Majeſty's Letter to the Commons Houſe of Parliament, touch- 
* ing the Matter of Union, 1* Mal, 1604," 
| ' eNotet in the printed Journals, 
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ly a Commiſſion, that it maye be diſputid, _—_— 3 1 1. 
2 I 


upon, and reportid unto you; and then ui 
youre owin Cooles, to dreſſe it as ye lifle : So that (as 
1 have allreaddie ſaid) ſince the Concluſion thairg 
can never be uithout youre owin Aſſeintts ; if ye 
treto to youre ſelfis, no Man can deceaye you in it. 
Let not youre ſelfis thairfore be tranſported with the 
Curioſitie of a' few giddie Headis ; far it is in you 
nou to make the Choice, ather, by yielding to the Pro. 
vidence of God, and embracing that, gubiche he hath 
caſtin in youre Mauthis, to procure the Proſperitie 
and Increaſe of Greatnes to me and myne, you and 
youres; and, ty the auaye-taking of that Partition- 
uall, guhiche allreaddie, by Goddis Providence, in my 
Bloode is rent aſunder, to eſtabliſhe my Throne, and 
youre Boddie politite, in a perpetuall and flooriſhing 
Peace; or ellis, contemning Goda's Benefites, 5 Free- 
ly ofred unto us, to ſpitte and blaſpheme in his Face, 
by praeferring Uarre to Peace, Trouble to Duyetnes, 
Hatred to Love, Uzaknes to Greatnes, and Diviſion 
to Union; to ſowe the Seidis of Diſcorde to all oure 
Poſterities ; to diſhonoure youre King; to make both 
me and you a Proverbe of Reproche in the Mouthis of 
all Straingeris, and all Ennemies to this Nation, 
and Emnvyars of my Greatnes; and oure next La- 
boure to be, to take up new Guariſons for the Bor- 
douris, and to make new Fortifications thaire. Sed 
meliora ſpero. I hoape, that God, in this Choice, 
and free Uill of youris, uill not Jffer you, with olde 
Adame, to chooſe the worſle, and fo to procure the 
defacing of this earthlie Paradiſe ; but, by the contra- 
rie, that he Mall inſpyre you ſo, as, uith the ſeconde 
Adame, ye /hall produce Peace; and ſo beutifie this 
oure earthlie Kingdome heereuith, as it may repreſente, 
and be an Arles-pennie unto us, of that eternal 
Peace in that ſpiritual! Kingdome, quhiche is præ- 
pared. for the perpetuall Reſidence of all his choſen 
Children. | 
Notwithſtanding theſe Remonſtrances from the 
King, this Affair went on but heavily in both Hou- 
ſes ; nor was there any ſeeming Likelihood of an 


Union between the two Kingdoms to be — 
this 
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T1ames 1, his Seſſion. They had been almoſt, at a continued 
* — War together, ever ſince the Time that the Romans 
invaded and took Poſſeſſion of the Southern Part of 
this Iſland. It was carried on by Intervals, after 
the $4x0ns came, and our Hiſtories are too full ſince 
the Norman Conqueſt, of many dixeful deſtructive 
Battles fought between theſe evil Neighbours. Now 
was the Time to put a final End to theſe inteſtine 
Wars; and, by being one Nation, with an undi- 
yided. Intereſt, to be a Match for all the World 
beſide. But though this Parliament, at the King's 
Deſire, went upon the Affair and brought it to 
ſome Fotwardneſs, yet it is eaſy to fee that the 
Matter was treated very cooly throughout this Seſ- 
fron ; and, in the End, it was left to Commiſhon- 
ers, to manage it by themſelves. . q 
The Act for appointing theſe Commiſſioners is 
Englim Commiſ- not printed in the public Statutes ; and we are 
Goners »ppoinied obliged to Mr. Wiſſan, the Author of this King's 
— Life, for the Eugliſß Commiſſionets Names, and 
the Union of the ſome Account. of their Power in concluding the 
two Kingdoms. Buſineſs. The Commiſſioners for England were 
the Lord Chancellor Elleſmere, the Earls of Dor ſet, 
Nottingham, Southampton, Pembroke and Nor- 
thampton; the Biſhops of London, Durham and 
St. David's; the Lords Cecil, Zouch, Monteagle, 
Eure and Sheffield, of the Higher Houſe, For the 
Commons were Thomas Lord Clixton, Robert Lord 
Buckburſt, Sir Francis Haſtings, Sir Fohn Stanhope, 
Sir Jahn Herbert, Sir George Carew, Sir Thomas 
Strickland, Sir Edward Stafford, Sir Henry Nevite 
of - Berkſhire, Sir Richard: Buckley, Sir Henry Bil- 
lingfley, Sir Daniel Dun, Sir Edward Hobby, Sir 
Jebn Savile, Sir Robert Wroth, Sir Thomas Cha- 
| loner, Sir Robert Maunſel, Sir Thomas Ridgeway, 
Sir Thomas Helcraft, Sir Thomas Heſteth, Sir Francis 
Bacon, Sir Lawrence Tanfield, Sir Henry Hobart, 
Sir Henry Withingtin, Sir Ralph Gray, Sir Thomas 
Late, Knights; Jobs Bennet, L. L. D. Robert 
 Aſtwwith, Thomas James and Henry Chapman, 
Citizens and Merchants. Theſe, or any eight of 
the ſaid Lords, and twenty of the ſaid Commons, 
ſhall 
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ſhall ' have Power to aſſemble, meet, treat and A. 2. Jams 1. 
conſult, with certain ſelect Commiſſioners, to be 
named and authoriſed by the Parliament of Scat- 
land, concerning ſuch Matters, Cauſes and Things, 
as they, in their Wiſdoms, ſhall deem convenient 
and neceſſary for the Honour of the King, and 
common Good of both Kingdoms. 
Notwithſtanding this grand Apparatus was made 
to pleaſe the King at this Time, yet it all came to 
Nothing. The Commiſſioners on both Sides no 
ſooner met, than they found the Matter impracti- 
cable. The Scotch, tho we had taken their King, 
t abſolutely refuſed to be governed by any of our 
aws; and, tho” there were ſome more Attempts 
made for this Union, in this and ſucceeding Reigns, 
yet they all proved abortive ; till this grand Affair 
was, at laſt, compleated in our own Times: But 
whether to the general Satisfaction of both Nations, 
is a Queſtion of another Stamp. 
There was an Attempt made alſo, this Seſſion, 
for another Union, of a different Nature, at Home ; 
and that was to bring about a Reconciliation, in 
Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, between thoſe of the Efa- 
| liſhed Church and the Proteſtant Diſſenters. It 
3 may be obſerved that many Attempts were made, 

throughout the whole Courſe of the laſt Reign, 
| for a farther Reformation in Church Matters; and, 
had not the Queen ſtood firmly by her Biſhops, 
their Hierarchy, would then have been in all Proba- 
bility, overthrown. In this Reign, the King en- 
deavoured to put Things on a better Footing be- 
tween them; the Lords Journal take Notice that 
April 18th, Mr. Secretary Herbert brought a Meſ- 
ſage to the Lords, from the Lower Houſe, to this 
Effect : 

That whereas their Speaker had ſignified to 
the whole Houſe his Majeſty's Pleaſure that a 
Conference ſhould be had, with certain of the 
Lords the Biſhops, concerning a Reformation of 
certain Matters and Rights of the Church, of 
which ſome Complaints had been made; and for 
a better Correipondence to be held betwixt the 
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An. a. James I. Clergy and Laity for the future: The Commons 
16 ½ were willing to have ſuch a Conference with ſome 
| ſelect Number of the Biſhops; but. ſo, to confer 
.with them as Lords of the Higher Houſe of Par- 
liament, and not in ſuch Conditjon and Quality as 
they are of the Convocation Houſe.” To which 
Meſſage the Lords ſaid they wculd return an An- 
ſwer, the next Day, or, as ſoon as they conve- 
niently might. ö 7 
4 The next Day an Anſwer was returned by the 
appointed for Re- Lords, that they approved of a Conference, and 
formation of Ec- had nominated Thirty, or thereabouts, of their 
cleſiaſtical Mat- Houſe, a Committee for that Purpoſe, This 
: Committee conſiſted of all the great Miniſters of 
State, ſeven Earls, eleven Barons, and fourteen 
Biſhops. The Commans appointed Sixty of their 
Houle to attend the Lords; but the King rightly 
Judging that this great Number from both Houſes, 
would rather perplex than conciliate the Confe- 
rence, ſent a Meſſage to deſire them to conſtitute 
Sub- Committees to treat about theſe Church Af- 
fairs. On which the Lords named only Nine of 
the former Number, and the Commons Twenty ; 
which were to meet, on the 21ſt of May, in the 
Council Chamber of the Court, to ſettle this 
Buſineſs. | 
The Lords Fournals leave us ſhort as to what 
was done, or agreed on, at this Conference between 
the two Houſes ; but thoſe of the Commons give 
us certain Articles or Inſtructions, on which their 
Committee was to treat with that of the other 
Houſe. The Articles were as follow : 


The Articles hy I. Inprimis. HAT the Articles only Con- 
be debated on. cerning the Doctrine of Faith, 
and of the Sacraments, whereunto the Miniſters 
ought to ſubſcribe, by the Statute of the 13th 
Year of the Reign of the late Queen Elizabeth, 
may be explained, perfected, and eſtabliſhed by 
Parliament; and that no contrary Doctrine may 
© be taught within this Realm ; and that all Maſ- 

* ters 
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ters of Houſhold may be compelled to ſubſcribe An. 2. James I, 
© unto the fame Articles, as well as the Miniſters. 1604. 
2. * Item, /T hat from henceforth none other be 
admitted fo be Miniſters of the Word and Sa- 
© craments, than ſuch as are, at the Time of their 
* Admittance, Bachlers of Art, or of an higher 
Degree in Schools; having Teſtimony from the 
* Univerſity, or College, whereof he was, of his 
Ability to preach, apd of his good Life; or elſe 
© ſuch, as are approved, and allowed to be ſuffi- 
* cient to preach, and inſtruct the People, and to 
© be of good Life, by ſome Teſtimonial of Six 
Preachers of the County, where the Party dwel- 
© leth, 
3. * Item, That from henceforth no Diſpenſa- 
* tion or Toleration ſhall be allowed to any, to 
have or retain Two, or more Benefices, with 
Cure of Souls, or to be non-reſident ; and that 
ſuch as now have double Benefices, or be non- 
reſident, ſhall give ſufficient Allowance yearly to 
maintain a Preacher in their Abſence ; and that, 
for this Purpoſe, the Incumbent ſhall be allotted 
to make his Reſidency in one of his Parſonages, 
to the Intent, that in the other Church a cer- 
tain and conſtant Miniſter may be maintained 
and kept, 
4. Alſo it is thought meet, where the Living 
of the Vicar, or Curate, is under Twenty 
Pounds by the Year, that, for the better Main- 
tenance of the Vicar, or Curate (being a Preach- 
er) there may be ſome Increaſe made of his 
© Living, as ſhall be thought convenient. 
5. Alſo it is humbly defired, that the Lords 
* would confer with us, touching a Petition to be 
preferred to the King's Majeſty, that, by his gra- 
cCious Favour, ſuch Order be taken, that no Mi- 
© niſter be forced to ſubſcribe, otherwiſe than to 
* the Articles concerning only the Doctrine of 
© Faith and Sacraments, whereunto by the faid 
* Statute, made in the 13th Year of the Reign of 
© the late Queen Elizabeth, they are appointed to 
* ſubſcribe, 
G 2 6. Al- 
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An. 2. James I. 
1604. 
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6. © Alſo to confer with the Lords, that ſuch 
c faithful Miniſters, as dutifully carry themſelves 
in their Functions and Callings, teaching the 
* Peo le diligently, may not be deprived, ſuſpend- 
© ed, _ or impriſoned, for not uſing of the 
« Croſs in Baptiſm, or the Surplice, which turn- 


eth to the Puniſhment of the People. 


- © Touching Eccleſiaſtical Courts, there is a Bill 
© drawn by the Committees, ready to be preferred 
to the Houſe.” 


In the Commons Journals, we find, That June 
1 3th, Sir Francis Haſtings made a Report to the Houſe, 
of what their Sub- Committee had done, who were 
appointed to ſearch Precedents, touching inter- 
meddling with Eccleſiaſtical Matters. Several Pre- 
cedents and Laws were produced: As, alſo, the 
Form of a Petition for a Diſpenſation, with ſome 
Miniſters, in Matters indifferent, c. which Peti- 
tion follows in theſe Words: 


To the King's moſt excellent Majeſty. 


A Petition for Moſt dread Sovereign: 
Diſpenſing with F ASMUCH as your Majeſty, out of your 


Miniſters in Mat- ; 


ters indifferent. 


princely Favour, hath vouchſafed to ſig- 
nify your gracious Pleaſure, that we ſhould enter 
into Conſultation of Things that concern the 
Eſtabliſhment of true Religion in this Land, 
thereby, as by many other ways, making evident 
Demonſtration of your Majeſty's moſt religious 
Affection and princely Wiſdom in the Direction 
of theſe Cauſes; we have thought it expedient, 
rather, by this our humble Petition, to recom- 
mend to your Majeſty's godly Confideration cer- 
tain Matters of Grievance, reſting in your roy- 
al Power and, princely Zeal either to abrogate 
or moderate, than to take the public diſcuſſing of 
the ſame unto ourſelves; to the End (if it ſo ſeem 
good to your Highneſs) we may, from the ſacred 
Fountain of your Majeſty's moſt royal and reli- 
gious Heart, wholly and only derive ſuch con- 
© venient 
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© yenient Remedy and Relief therein, as to your fin. gp I, 
* princely Wiſdom ſhall ſeem moſt meet. * 
* The Matters of Grievance (that we be not 
troubleſome to your Majeſty) are theſe: The 
preſſing the Uſe of certain Rites and Ceremonies 
in this Church; as the Croſs in Baptiſm, the 
wearing of the Surplice in ordinary Pariſh Church- 
es, and the Subſcription required of the Mini- 
ſters, further than is commanded by the Laws of 
the Realm ; T hings, which, by long Experience, 
have been found to be the Occaſions of ſuch Dif- 
ference, Trouble, and Contention in this Church, 
as 1 **. divers profitable and painful Miniſters, 
not in Contempt of Authority, or Deſire of 
Novelty, as they fincerely profeſs, and we are 
verily perſuaded, but, upon Conſcience towards 
God, refuſing the ſame, ſome of good Deſert 
have been deprived, others of good Expectation 
with-held from entering into the Miniſtry, and 
Way given to the ignorant, and unable Men, to 
the great Prejudice of the free Courſe and fruitſul 
Succeſs of the Goſpel, to the dangerous Advan- 
tage of the common Adverſaries of true Religi- 
on, and to the great Grief and Diſcomfort of 
many of your Majeſty's moſt faithful and loyal 
Subjects. In tender Compaſſion whereof, may 
it pleaſe your excellent Majeſty, of your Zeal 
towards the Goſpel, to vouchſafe ſome gracious, 
rincely, and favourable Confideration of the 
Burden of theſe Grievances, under which this 
Church hath of long Time groaned; in doing 
whereof, we are verily perſuaded, your Majeſty 
ſhall much more eafily accompliſh your religious 
Intendments; the one of ſettling the Peace of 
this Church, the other of planting a learned and 
faithful Miniſtry through this Realm ; alſo your 
Majeſty ſhall greatly comfort the Hearts of many 
grave and leai ned Miniſters, give much Content- 
ment to your Highneſs's moſt loving Subjecls, 
purchaſe to your royal Perſon great Increaſe of 
Honour, and gain to Almighty God his moſt 
due and deſerved Glory: Who ever keep your 
(2 3 * facree 
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1. ſacred Majeſty under the Wings of his moſt migh- 
*r. and bleſſed Protection. 
ercurit, 13˙ Funii, 1604. 


| This Petition was much oppoſed by ſeveral 
- Members, and defended by others; but, in the 
| End, it was drop'd, as we ſuppoſe, for we hear no 
more of it. What the Reſult of all theſe Con- 
ferences produced, is uncertain ; but it is probable 
they laid the Ground-work of four Acts which 
paſſed this Seſſion; the Titles of which are given 
in the Catalogue of the Acts in the Lords Four- 
nals, but are none of them, except the firſt, men- 
tioned in the printed Statutes, The Titles will 
conclude all we ſhall fay of this Matter. 

I. An Act for avoiding Multiplicity of Leaſes, 
made by Archbiſhops and B:ſhops, of ſuch Lands 
and Poſſeſſions as belong to their ſeveral Sees (e). 
ads relating to By this Act the Crown itſelf was diſabled from re- 
the Clergy, ceiving any Conveyances of Archbiſhops and Bi- 

ſhops Eſtates. Thus, ſays an Author, thoſe of 
the Clergy, who wanted either Honeſty or Cou- 
rage, were diſabled from impoveriſhing the Church, 

And thus, the King ſtop'd the Iſſue of Sacrilege, 
and delivered himſelf from the Importunity of the 


Courtiers (/). 
2. An Act againſt ſcandalous and unworthy Mi- 


niſters. 
3. An Act for disburthening of Clergymen of 
all ſuch Affairs, as may hinder them in their divine 


Callings and Cures. 
4. An Act for the better Diſcovery and Sup- 
preſſing of Simony, and other corrupt Procuring 
55 Eccleſiaſtical Dignities, Titles, Juriſdictions, 


Offices, Places, and Promotions, 


May 29th, Sir Edwin Sandys and others were 
ſent from the Lower Houſe to the Lords, and de- 
livered a Meſſige from the Commons to this Ef- 
fect: That whereas a Motion had been made by 

that 


(e) Statutes at large, 1. Jac. > Cap. III. but the Title ig 


fomewhat diff rent 
(f) Collier's Eccl. Hift, Vol, II. p. 686, 
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that Houſe, in the Beginning of this Parliament, 
for a Conference with their Lordſhips about the 
Buſineſs of Wards; which receiv'd ſome Impedi- 
ment in the Proceeding, at that Time, by reaſon 
of other Buſineſs: They were now deſirous to 


An. 2 james I. 
1604. 


make Petition to the King, in which they defired conference about 


their Lordſhips Concurrence, that he will be plea- 
ſed to give them Audience concerning that Matter: 
and to make ſome Propoſal to his Majeſty of an 
Offer in Lieu of the ſaid Wardſhips. And, where- 
as at the ſame Time, their Lordſhips moved to 
have Conference concerning Re/pite of Homage, 
which they thought proceeded from the Lords out 
of Favour, and good Reſpect towards them; they 
deſired alſo, to addreſs the King to give them 
a Hearing, not only of this Matter, but of the 
other Branches growing from the ame Root; 
ſuch as Tenures in Capite, Licence of Alienation, 
Premier Seizins, and ſuch like; concerning all 
which Particulars they did hope to make it appear 
to his Majeſty, by the Courſe they meant to pro- 
pound to him, that he ſhould not receive Loſs or 
Prejudice, but rather Convenience and Advantage.” 
To which Meſſage the Lords took Time to return 
an Anſwer to the 21ſt. On which Day, 

On a Motion of the Lord Chancellor, an An- 
ſwer was returned to the Commons, That their 
Lordſhips had made Choice of Thirty of their 
Houſe, for a Conference; and that they defire the 
Commons to appoint a competent Number of their 
Body to meet them. Alſo, that their Committee 
ſhould come ſufficiently prepared and authorized to 
deliver and make known to them the Grounds and 
Reaſons, which they defign to propoſe to his Ma- 
jeſty concerning theſe Particulars.” 

What was done or faid at this Conference, is 
not handed down to us; but, a remarkable Entry 
is made in the Journal of the Lords for that Day, 
in theſe Words: 

26 Maii pradif. 

© Report made by the Lord Chancellor of that 

+ which paſſed in the Conference with the Lower 
« Houſe, 


War's, Reſpite 
of Homge. Le- 
nures in Capite, 
&c. 
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5 Houſe, concerning 
9 — of Ho and a Repetition thereof, 


Act for Tonnage 
and Poundage, 


6 alſo, by the Lord Ceril. The Concluſion where- 
© of was, That the Lords did, by Way of Ad- 
6 yice, move and wiſh them to forbear any further 
Dealing therein, or to offer any further Petition 
for it to the King; both, for divers Conſidera- 
© tions, in the Matter itſelf; and in reſpect of this 
© Time of his Majeſty's firſt Parliament, which 
© they thought to be inconvenient and unſeaſo- 
© nable for it. 

Thus this Buſineſs drop'd for this Time. And 
we have been more particular in the Recital of 
the Proceedings in it from the Journal:; becauſe 
it is the firſt Stroke that we find made by the Com- 
mons at theſe antient Prerogatives of the Crown. 


On the x4th of June, was ſent up by the Com- 
mons a Bill for a Subſidy of Tonnage and Poundage. 
It was read a ſecond Time in the Houſe of Lords, 
on the 18th, when the Lord Treaſurer ſtood up 
and acquainted the Lords, That having peruſed 
and confidered of the ſaid Bill, he found ſome O- 
miſſion, or ImperfeQion in the ſame, proper to be 
reformed for his Majeſty's Benefit and Service. 
He therefore moved that a Conference might be 
had with the other Houſe about it.” This was 
unanimouſly agreed to; and, a Meſſage ſent to 
the Commons, wherein the Lords expreſſed them- 
ſelves, * That they would not have the Lower 
Houſe think it proceeded from any Coldneſs in Af- 
fection or Duty, on their Parts, to deſire a Con- 
ference with them on the Amendment of the ſaid 
Bill.“ Anſwer was returned that the Commons 
agreed to a Conference; on which two Com- 
mittees were appointed for that Purpoſe. And, on 
another Motion, the Lords agreed that in the 
Conference, the Committee for the Commons 
might be defired to propound to that Houſe their 
Lorcſhips earneſt Requeſt and Expectation, that 
ſome Means might be by them conſidered of, 15 

Re. 
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2 Relief or Subſidy to be farther granted to his Ma- An. 


ieſty, to ſupply his preſent Neceſſities. 

. 4 Letter from the King, wrote 
with his own Hand, but correRed as to the Spel- 
ling, was ſent to the Commons, Tune 26th; the 
Intent of which was to fignify his Pleaſure, in re- 
lation to a farther Grant of a Subſidy, The Let- 


ter followeth : (g) 


H AVING been informed, that within the 
Space of theſe Eight or Ten Days paſt, there 


— 


The King's Let - 
ter declining any 


hath been divers Times Speeches made in the Lower farther Subſidy at 
Houſe of our Commons, for a Subſidy to be at this this Time. 


Time granted unto us; we have thought it conveni- 
ent, that ye ſhould, in our Name, acquaint the 
Houſe with the ſincere Truth of our Meaning in 
that Matter ; to the end that they, being at a Point 
in that Bueſtion, may, with the greater Expedition, 
conclude ſuch ſpecial Things, as are neceſſary to be 
on before the ending of this longſome Seſſion of Par- 
ament. 

It is true, that ever befire, and a certain Space 
after the fitting dnwn of this Parliament, we were 
confiantly reſolved, neither to think, nor, in caſe it 
had been offered unto us, any ways to have accepted 
a Subſidy at this Time; for as in our firſt Speech to 
this whole Parliament we declared, how unwilling we 
ſhould ever be tobe @ Burden to our People; fo thought 
woe it an unfit Time, at our firſt Parliament, after 
our ſo happy and peaceable Entry into this Kingdom, 
with jo great and general an Applauſe, for having 
4 Subſidy raiſed upon them, notwithſtanding of our 
preſent great Neceſſity ; and that thorough the Occa: 
fion of divers great Expences, whereunto we were 
driven at our firſt Entry here : But after the afſem- 
bling of this Parliament, we were ſ often dealt with 
and informed by divers Members of that Houſe, 
that were otherwiſe Strangers to our Affairs, that it 
was @ thing both honourable and reaſonable, that a 
Subſidy ſhould be granted unto us; that both our Ne- 

CER ceſſity 


(g) In th. Morgin is written, Quære the Original, A printed 


Copy tacxeot ts were interted in the ] urnal. 
Nees in the printed Journals, 
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An, 2. James I. ceſſity required it, and the People in their Love were 
18604. ready to offer it unto us; that it was ever the Form 
of all Kings of England, to have a Subjidy given 
them at the very firſl aſſembling 4 their firſt Par- 
liament ; that as it was honourable for us to receive 
it (being an Earneſt- penny of the People's Love to- 
ward us) ſo would it be a thing nothing prejudicial 
nur hurtful for them to yield unto; and that there 
was enow in that Flouſe, that were firiving among/? 
vhemſebves, who ſhould be the firſt Propounder there 
of ; as at the laſt we were moved to be contented, 
that ſome ſhould prove the Houſe's Mind in it; on- 
ly in this Point were we careful, that, in caſe it 
were propounded, and put to a Queſtion, it ſhould 
receive no publ.ck Refuſal; which could not but be 
diſhonourable unto us. eſpec:ally in the Sight of all the 
Strangers that are now here. But having now, with 
Time, more narrowly examined both the Cu/lom in 
the like Caſes, at the ſir Parliaments of our Prede- 
ceſſors here, as likewiſe, that the laſt Terms Payment 
of the old great Subſidy is not yet come, ſo as a dou- 
ble Burden ſhall appear to be laid upon the People, 
and yet our Commodity never a Hair the nearer ; 
we have hereupon concluded with curſelf, to reſort to 
our former Determination: And therefore is it our 
expreſs IV ill, that ye ſball, in our Name, ſignify to 
our ſaid Houſe of Commons, that we deſire them, 
at this Time, not to meddie any further with that 
Queſtion; aſſuring them, in the Mord of a King, 
that we will te ſo far from taking it unkindly, their 
not offering it unto us at this firf} Seſſion of this our 
firſt Parliament, as by the contrary we will only in- 
terpret it to proceed from the Care they have, that 
our People ſhould not have any Occaſion of Diftaſte 
of us offered unto them at this Time, for the Reaſons 
above-mentioned ; aſſuring ourſelf, that the ſaid 
Houje will, in their own Time, be careful to ſee our 
State ſupplied, by fuch Means, as may be moſt con- 
venient for our Meal, and leaft hurtful to our Sub- 
jets; wherein we remit ourſelf to their difcreet Con- 
ſideratiom, in the due Time. | | 
; JAMES RX. 
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After the Reading of this Letter, a Motion was An. 2. James I. 
made, That the King's Letter ſhould be record- 4604. 
ed in their Houſe, for an everlaſting Memory of 
© his Majeſty's Grace. That all the Knights 
© of Shires may take a Copy of it, and publiſh it in 
© their Countries. — And, that Mr, Speaker, at 
© the End of this Seſſion, ſhould preſent Thanks 
© to his Majeſty, in the Name of the whole Houſe, 
© for his Grace expreſſed in that Letter.” 

This Letter was, probably, the Occafion of 
ſending up another Bill from the Commons, inti- 
tled, An A for the ofſigning certain Sums of Mo- ; 
ney, for the Deſraying 7 the Charges of the King's e Chaser 
moſt honourable Houſbold. This Bill ſoon paſſed into the Houſhold. 
a Law; as did alſo the former, for a Grant of 
Tonnage and Poundage, without any Amendments; 
becauſe the Lord Treaſurer, the firſt of the Lords 
Committee, informed the Houſe that the Judges 
being aſk'd their Opinions, about his Points of Ex- 
ception to the ſaid Bill, they had reſolved, that, 
notwithſtanding thoſe Exceptions, the Bill might 

is, as it then ſtood, without Inconvenience or 

rejudice to his Majeſty. T he Tonnage granted 
this Seſſion was 3s. on every Tun of Wine im- 
ported; but on a Tun of ſweet Wines 6s. and 1s. 
on every Awm of Rheniſh. The Poundage was 
Is. on every T wenty-Shillings- worth of Goods 
or Merchandiſe, imported and exported, excepting 
Woollen Manufactures ; and Tin and Pewter were 
to pay 28. A Deniſen was to pay for every Sack 
of Wool 33s. and 4d. and for every 240 Wool- 
fells the ſame; and for every Laſt of Hides and 

Backs 31. 6s. and 8d. (i) 
Thbeſe were all the Supplies that were granted to 
the King this Seſſion of Parliament, and all that 
were aſked by the Miniſtry at this Time. Whe- 
ther the King tound the Treaſury full at his Com- 
ing to the Crown, or, that he had no Mind to 
lay a Burchen on his Subjects ſo near his Acceſh- 
on, is uncertain. But, as this Complaiſance was 
unuſual, the Neceſſity of the State ſoon called for 
a lar- 


(i) Statutes at large, Cap. 33. 
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a larger Supply, and even in the enſuing Seffion of 
this very Parliament. It is true, there was another 


ill brought in, and paſſed the Lords, at this 
ime, intitled, An Ae proceeding from the King's 


Majeſty's princely Wiſdom and Care of bis Royal 


Progeny, for the perpetual and indiſſoluble Annexin 

of wo his e Paſſeſſions, 3 4 
him or his Royal Poſterity, Kings and Queens of 
England. But being ſent down to the Lower 
Houſe, they returned a Meſſage by Mr. Secretary 
Herbert, &c. importing, that they had given the 


- aforeſaid Bill two Readings in one Day and com- 


The Commons 
complain of a 
Book wrote in 
Fs vour of the 
Union. 


mitted it; but found ſo many Doubts in ſome Par- 
ticulars, that may be prejudicial to divers Subjects 
of this Realm, that BY, defired a Conference with 
the Lords about it. This was granted; and the 
Committees on both Sides met; where, it may be 
ſuppoſed, the Commons gave ſuch Reaſons againſt 
the Bill, that it was drop'd, for there is no farther 
Notice taken of it. 

Some other Occurrences happened this Seffion, 
which, though of leſs Moment, yet deſerve a Me- 
morial ; fince neither of them are mentioned in 
the particular Writer of this Reign, nor in any 
other general Hiſtorian. 

The firſt was a Complaint made, by a Meſſa 
delivered by Sir Edward Hobby and others from t 
Lower Houſe, concerning a certain Book, which 
of late, as they ſaid, fell into their Hands, intitled, 
„„ „„ „„ „ „ „ „By the publiſhing of 
which Bock, tending to make Diviſion and Strife, 
they conceive Wrong and Diſhonour done both 
to the Lower Houſe and the Lords themſelves. 
That the Secrets of that Houſe ſhould be diſco- 
vered touching ſuch Matters as had been by them 
debated, beard and allowed by the Lords, approv- 
ed by the Judges of the Realm, and aſſented to by 
his Majeſty : Which Fault, they ſaid, if any one 
of their Houſe had committed, they proteſted they 
would have inflifted exemplary Puniſhment upon 
him. But, becauſe they ſuppoled that it was the 
Works of ſome in the Upper Houſe, they _— 

* 
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Conference with the Lords, to conſider what Courſe An. 2- 


may be taken in it. The Lords refurned for An- 
ſwer, that when they had peruſed the Book, which, 
as yet, moſt of them had not done, and had con- 
ſidered how it may touch the Honour of either 
Houſe, they will ſhew themſelves as tender and 

ſenſible of it as the Commons; and will let them 
ſoon know their Opinion concerning it.“ 

The Title of this Book is left blank in the Lords 
Fournals, but whether by Deſign or Negligence is 
uncertain ; nor are we the better helped, in this, by 
thoſe of the Commons. However, the Sequel 
will inform us, both who the Author of it was, 
and the Nature of the Subject which gave the Of- 
fence, Two Stationers called Field and Cherd, 
concerned in the printing and publiſhing the Book, 
were ſent for, and brought before the Houſe of 
Lords by the Serjeant at Arms. Theſe Men con- 
feſled the Publication, c. ard that the Biſhop 
of Briſtol was the Author of it. (4) This put the 
Houſe to a Stand, what Puniſhment to inflit upon 
the Stationers; when ſo great a Man, and one of 
their own Body, was the principal Agreflor. 
They were ordered to attend the Houſe, however, 
in Die ad Diem, for ſome Time; in the mean 
while the Commons, in a Conference, puſhed the 
Thing warmly againſt the Biſhop; and the Lords, 
after ſome Deliberation amongſt themſelves, what 
Satisfaction to give to the other Houſe about this 
Matter, did all agree in Opinion that it might 
beſt be done, if the ſaid Biſhop would voluntarily 
acknowledge himſelf to have committed an Error, 


and that he was ſorry for the fame. We are told _— 
that the Biſhop, at laſt, conſented to make this thor, aſks Pardon 
Acknowledgment, which he read in the Houſe in for it. 


Form, as follows : 


1. I confeſs I bave erred in preſuming to deliver 
a private Sentence, in a Matter fo dealt in by the 

High Court of Parliament. 
2. 1 


(A) This Biſhop of Brifo! was John Thornberough, tranſlated 
to this See from Limerick E „ Anno 1603. Aſterwards in 
the Year 16.6, he was tranſlated to M orceſer. 


Le Neve's Faſti Ecc, Ang. 


8 


of 


u- 


7604 


Which is record- 
ed in the Com- 
mons Journals. 


Lord Montague 
oppoſes the Bill 
againſi ſeſuits, &c. 
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2. I am forry for it. 

3. if it was to do again I would not dd it. 

4. 1 proteſt it was done out of Ignorance, and not 
out of Malice, towards either of the Houſes of Par- 
lament, or any particular Member of the ſame ; 
but only to declare my Affection to the intended Union, 
which I doubt not but all your Lora/hips do alin of. 

By this laſt Section it appears what the Subject 
of the Book was, which gave the Offence; and that 
there were ſome Spirits in the Lower Houſe fo 
much ſet againſt the Union, that they could not 
bear that ſuch a Remonſtrance, in its Favour, 
ſhould. be publiſhed about it. Some Days after, 
the Commons ſent a Meſſage to the Lords, where- 
in they acknowledged their Lordſhips honourable 
Proceeding in this Matter ; but, at the ſame Time, 
for their better Satisfaction, they deſired that a Co- 
py of the Biſhop's Declaration of his Error, &c. 
might be given them; that it might be recorded, 
alſo, in the Fournals of that Houſe: And that 
the Book might be ſuppreſſed. The Lords took 
Time to conſider of this Meſſage; and after- 
wards in another Conference, about this and other 
Matters, the Commons had the SatisfaCtion they 
deſired, and fo the Affair was ended. 

Another remarkable Occurrence happen'd, of 
ſtill greater Moment. There had been a Bill 
brought into the Houſe of Lords this Seſſion, in- 
titled, An Ad for the tue Execution of the Statutes 
againſt Jeſuits, Seminary Prieſis, Recuſants, &c. 
On the third Reading of which Bill, the Lord 
Viſcount Montague ſtood up, and made a bold 
Speech againſt it. In which he declared, T hat 
* he did not only diſſent from the Bill, but, by 
way of Apology for all Sorts of Recuſants, un- 
dertook the Defence ot their Religion; and in- 
veighed againſt the whole State of that Religion 
now eſtabliſhed in this Realm. He endeavoured .. 
to prove the great Antiquity of theirs. and the 
Novelty of this; ſaying, that we had been miſ- 
led to forſake the Religion of our Fathers, and 


to follow ſome light Perſons of late Times 
* ſprung 


a WW _ OY 
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© ſprung up, that were of unſound Doctrine, c. An, 2. * 9 I, 


« eyil Life, or to that Effect: He thereupon made 
* moſtearneſt Requeſt and Entreaty to the Lords, 
* that they would have a favourable Confideration 
of the ſaid Recuſants, whom the Bill did con- 
* cern, and not give it Paſlage againſt them. (n) 
The Fournals proceed to tell us that, when ſome 

of the Biſhops had anſwered to the ſeveral Points 
of this Speech, relating to the eſtabliſhed Reli- 
gion, the Lord Chancellor interpoſed: by 'making a 
Motion, declaring to the Lords, That he doubted 
* whether it might ſtand with the good Order of 
that Houſe and with his Duty, that ſuch a Speech 
© ſhould be ſuffered in the Houſe, as the Lord 
Montague had made. In preſuming, under Pre- 
© tence of ſpeaking to a Bill, to inveigh and ſpeak 
* generally againſt the whole State of Religion 
* then eſtabliſhed: By ſpeaking directly to and 
maintaining the Tenets of the Popiſb Religion, 
© ſo much derogating as it doth from the King's Ma- 
* jeſty's ſupreme Authority and Government. He 
© therefore defired the Houſe to, conſider, whether 
the Suffering of ſuch a Speech would ſtand with the 
* Duty of Allegiance they owed to his Majeſty.” 
On this a Debate aroſe ; but all the Lords that 
ſpoke, agreed in Opinion that it was a very offen- 
five Speech, and not to be ſuffered to paſs without 
ſome Cenſure, Animadverſion or Puniſhment; 
except the Lord Burleigh, who faid, He thought 
© the beſt and fitteſt Puniſhment would be to let 
© him paſs unregarded and unpuniſhed. Becauſe, 
© he ſuppoſed that the Lord Montague did affect a 
* Glory in it; and would be glad to get the more 
Reputation amongſt the Papiſts, both at Home 
© and Abroad, if he ſhould be cenſured or puniſh- 
ed in any Sort for their Cauſe.” In Concluſion, 
it was thought meet that ſome Order ſhould be 
taken for the Cenſuring the ſaid Lord for his pre- 
ſump- 

(m) This Lord Viſcount Montague was Grandſon to the Lord of 
that Name, who ſpoke ſo boldly tor the Remiſþ Religion in the Be- 


ginning of the laſt Reign, Dug, Bar, Vol, 2. See alſo p. 35. 
in our third Volume, "_ _ 
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T:me: l. ſumptuous Speech; but, the Determination there - 
_ of was deferred until their next Sitting. After 
which, the Bill being put to the Queſtion, it was 
paſſed by a great Majority. | 
The next Day this Affair was again renewed ; 
and a Recital of the Lord Montaguz's preſumptu- 
ous Speech made; on which, it was ordered by all 
For which he is the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, that the ſaid 
— to the Lord ſhould be committed Priſoner to the Fleet, 
: and the Warden of that Priſon was immediately 
ſent for to take him into Cuſtody. But, he did 
not continue long a Priſoner ; for, three or four 
Days after his Commitment, the Lords being in- 
form'd that the ſaid Lord Montague was ſorry for 
his Offence, and that he had given Cauſe for their 
Diſpleaſure; begging to be releaſed from his Con- 
finement and take his Place in the Houſe: It was 
ordered that he ſhould be diſcharged from the Fleet, 
and return to his own Houſe, there to remain till 
Adomday next, when he was to repair to the Houſe 
of Lords, and by his own Mouth declare his Diſ- 
like of his Speech, and give Satisfaction to the 
Lords for the fame. Accordingly, the next Day 
he was brought to the Bar, and there he told the 
Houſe, * How far it was, and ever ſhould be, from 
© him to do any thing out of any il! Diſpoſition or 
©, Meaning to offend them; rendring- unto their 
Lordſhips moſt humble Thanks, for their no leſs 
© favourable Conſtruction of his Intention, than 
for their moſt honourable and preſent Releaſe- 
© ment of him; with Proteſtation of his moſt 
© humble and dutiful Zeal towards his Majeſty, 
© and, alſo, of his moſt loving and devoted Af- 

* fetion towards all their Lordſhips,” 


Petition relating There is a Jong Entry made in the Lords Jour- 
to the Barony of galt of this Seſſion, relating to two Petitions, pre- 
Bergavenny- fented to the Houſe, each of them chiming the 
antient Barony of Bergavenry. The one was 
from Edward Newle, Eſq; who proved himſelf to 
be the Heir Male, and the other from the Lady 


Fane, or Vane, and ther Heirs, who were proved 
to 
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to be the Heirs General. The Proceedings on this An. 2. James 1, 
Affair were very long; at length it was determi- *? 

ned by the Lords, that Nevile ſhould have the Ba- 

rony of Bergavenny, and the Lady the Barony of 

Le Deſpencer, which was alſo in the Family. 

And this Award being confirmed by the King, 

the two Baronies were made Hereditary in both 

Families (u). 

In the Journal of the Commons, is a remark- | 

able Affair, relating to the Impriſonment of r 
of their own Members. Sir Thomas Shirley, Mem- a Member in the 
ber for Steyning, had been committed Priſoner Fleet. 
to the Fleet, ſoon after his Return, and before the 
Parliament met, on an Execution. The Houſe 
ſent their Serjeant at Arms to demand the Priſon- 
er; which was refuſed by the Warden. On this, 
he was ſent for himſelf to the Houſe, where he 
ſtill perſiſted in denying to releaſe the Priſoner ; 
and was committed to the Tawer for the Contempt. 
On the 9th of May, a ſtrong Debate aroſe in the 
Houſe, what they ſhould do to releaſe their Bro- 
ther, ſome arguing that the Houſe could not, by 
Law, ſecure the Warden from an Eſcape of his 
Priſoner. But the Recorder of London ſaid, * That 
© this was riot a Time to treat about Matters of 
© Law; but how to deliver Sir Thomas Shirley. 
© He moved that fix of the Houſe might be ſelec- 
ted and ſent to the Fleet, with the Serjeant and 
his Mace to attend them; there to require the 
© Delivery of Sir Thomas Shirley: And, if it was 
© denied, to preſs to his Chamber, and, providing 
© for the Safety of the Priſon and Priſoners, to 
free him by Force and bring him away with 
them to the Houſe.” 

This Motion was put to the Queſtion, and, the 
Houſe dividing, there were 176 for it, and 153 
againſt the Motion; on which it was reſolved to 
fend, with Direction and Authority, as beſore. 

Vol. V. H But, 


(=) The Barony of Ber gavenny is at this Day in the Nevile Fa- 
mily, and the Parony of Le Deſpenſer in the Family of Fane, now 
Earl of 4 eftmarland, 


An. 1 I. 
1 
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But, the Speaker putting the Houſe in Mind that 
all thoſe, ſo ſent to enter the Priſon in that Man- 
ner, were by Law, ſubject to an Action upon the 
Caſe; it was thought meet to ſtop this Proceeding. 
Many Projects were formed in the Houſe for 
ſeveral Days together, for the Delivery of the 
Priſoner, but to no Purpoſe; when the Warden 
was again ordered to be brought before them; and 
being told of the Greatneſs of his Contempt, and 


terrified with further Puniſhment if he would not 


yield, he ſtill refuſed to deliver his Priſoner to them. 
On this, another Debate aroſe, and, having come 
to a Reſolution, the Warden was called in again, 
when he, ſtil! perſiſting in his Obſtinacy, was told 
by the Speaker, That, as he did increaſe his Con- 
* tempt, ſo the Houſe thought fit to increaſe his 
* Puniſhment; and that their Judgment was, now, 
© he ſhould be committed to the Priſon, called 
« Little- Eaſe, within the Tower.” 

The next Day, the Lieutenant of the Tower 


| ſent a Letter to the Speaker, importing, That he 


had talked with the Warden, his Priſoner; and that 
he now ſeemed to have ſome Feeling of his Error 
and Obſtinacy; and that if the Houſe would ſend 
two of their Members, which he named, to ſatis- 
fy him in the Point of his Security, he would be 
content to deliver up his Priſoner to their Serjeant, 
when they would pleaſe to ſend tor him. But the 
Houſe would not conſent to this; and after many 
more Arguments and Debates, the Day after they 
came to a Reſolution, to ſend another Warrant of 
Habeas Corpus to releaſe their Member; and that 
the Warden ſhould be brought from the Tower to 
the Door of the Fleet, and there to have it ſerved 
upon him by the Serjeant, and then to be returned 
to his Dungeon of r again. The Form 
of all theſe Warrants are in the Journals; but there 
is a Memerandum added to this laſt, That Mr. 
* Vice-Chamberlain was, privately, inſtructed to 
go to the King, and humbly deſire that he would 


"4h : pleaſed to command the Warden, on his Al- 


„to deliver up Sir Thomas; not as peti- 


6 lept 
x | © tioned 
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© tioned for by the Houſe, but as if himſelf thought An. G_ U. 


© it fit out of his own. gracious Judgment. 

It is likely this laſt Method prevailed ; for we find 
that Sir Thomas was delivered up, by a Petition 
ſent to the Houſe from the Warden, in his ſtrait 
Durance, and praying to be releaſed from it. 
However, the Houſe thought fit to continue him, 
in the ſane diſmal Hole, ſome Time longer; 
when, at laſt, being ordered to be brought to the 
Bar, on his Knees, * He confeſſed his Error and 
© Preſumption, and profeſſed that he was unfeign- 
© edly ſorry that he had ſo offended that dum. 
© Houſe.” On which, the Speaker, by Direction 
of the Houſe, pronounced his Pardon and diſchar- 
ged him, paying the ordinary Fees. 


We have now gone through the moſt remark- 
able Proceedings of either Houſe in this Seſſion of 
Parliament, which began on the 19th Day of 
March 1603, and ended on the 7th of Fuly in 
the Year 1604; as long a Seſſion as we have yet 
met with. There was a great Deal of Bufineſs 
done at it; our Statute- Books enumerating no leſs 
than 33 Acts paſſed, but the Catalogue in the 
Lords Journal mount them to 120. Many of 
| theſe were private Acts, particularly, for Natura- 
lifing ſeveral Scotchmen and Families come over 
with the new King; ſome other Bills which paſ- 
ſed both Houſes were rejected. 

On Saturday, July 7th, the King came to the 
Houſe of Lords, about Two in the Afternoon; 
and, being ſeated on the Throne, the Commons 
and their Speaker were ſent for; who, on preſent- 
ing the Bills, made the following Speech to his 
Majeſty. 


© ſure of Times paſt, the Light of Truth, the 
© Memory of Life, the Guide and Image of Man's 
© preſent Eſtate, Pattern of the Things to come, 
and the true Work-miſtreſs of Experience, the 

H 2 ' © Mother 


vereign, is truly approved to be the Trea- Speech at the 


6 ISTORY, moſt high and mighty So- The Speak 
H ole of the Seſ⸗ 
on. 


An, 2, James I. 
1604. 
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Mother of Knowledge; for therein, as in a 
Cryſtal, there is not only preſented unto our 
Views the Virtues, but the Vices ; the Perfec- 
tions, but the Defects; the Good, but the Evil; 
the Lives, but the Death, of all precedent Go- 
vernors and Government, which held the Reins 
of this Imperial Regiment: Where, although 
the ſame hath ever been managed with one Idea, 
or Form of Government ; namely, by the Laws 
Direction, by Kings Rule, by Senates Advice, 
and by Magiſtrates Diſcipline ; yet hath the 
ſame budded Fruits of ſeveral Kinds of Senſe, 
moving from the Uſe or Abuſe of Laws Direc- 
tion, from the Virtue or Error of Kings Rule, 
from the Good or Evil of Senates Advice, or 
from the Joes or Injuſtice of Magiſtrates Diſ- 
Cipline: For as good Government is the Guide- 
Miſtreſs of human Happineſs, and Tutreſs of 
publick Commodity; ſo is ill Government the 
devouring Tyrant of Subjects Bliſs, and the ve- 
nomous Poiſoner of Commonwealth well doing. 
The Laws. 
© The Laws, whereby the Ark of this Govern- 
ment hath been ever ſteered, are of three Kinds ; 
the firſt, the Common Law, grounded or drawn 
from the Law of God, the Law of Reaſon, and 
the Law of Nature, not mutable ; the ſecond, 
the poſitive Law, founded, changed, and alte- 
red by and through the Occaſions and Policies of 


Times; the third, Cuſtoms and Uſages, prac- 


tiſed and allowed with Time's Approbation, 
without known Beginnings : Wherein although 


we differ from the Laws of other States Govern- 


ment, yet have the Authors thereof imitated the 
approved Excellency of Plato and Ariſtotle, fram- 
ing their Laws according to the Capacity, Na- 
ture, Diſpoſition, and Humour of the Place and 
People; by the Level of whoſe Line this State 
hath been commanded, governed, ſupported, and 
maintained theſe *® * Years, not inferior, but 
in equal Balance with any confining Regiment 
whatſoever; and have, by the Touchſtone of 
true 


true Experience, approved to be to the King his An. 2. James 1. 
1604. 
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Scepter, to the Senate the Oracle of Counſel, to 
the Judge the Rule of Juſtice, to the Magiſtrate 
the Guide of Diſcipline, to the Subject the 
School- miſtreſs of Obedience, to the Multitude 
the Preventer of Ignorance, the Standard- bearer 
of Sedition, and, generally to all, the Bond, 
that tieth Men to civil and orderly Courſe of 


Life. Finally, Laws are only Dials of true 


Direction; Direction the Weapons of Govern- 


ment; Government the Armour of Peace; and 


Peace, the true Perfection of all worldly Happi- 
neſs : But contrarywiſe, no Laws, no Direc- 
tion; no Direction, no Government; no Go- 
vernment, no Peace; no Peace, utter Deſtruc- 
tion; for, fine Imperio, neither Houſe, neither 
City, neither Nation, neither Mankind, nor 
the Nature of T hings, nec ip/e Mundus ſtare pote/?. 
And yet the Good or Ill, both of Laws, and of 
each worldly Thing, confiſteth in the Uſe or 
Abuſe of the ſame ; as, if well uſed, it yieldeth 
the Sweet of his true Property; but, if abuſed, 
that Sweet is turned to Sour; or, if not uſed, 
loſeth his Virtue: As, amongſt earthly Things, 
Food hath his Precedency ; for, being well uied, 
it maintaineth and ſupporteth the Life and Na- 


.ture of Man ; but abuſedly taken, by Surfeit 


deſtroyeth the Body; or if not uſed, remaineth 
fruitleſs ; ſo the Laws, if well diſpoſed, are the 
Stern, that wieldeth the Ark of Civil Govern- 
ment; but perverted, become the Inſtruments 
of Deſtruction; or not executed, become Corpus 


© ſine Anima; and therefore are to receive eitherLife, 
or Death, by the Good or Ill of the King's Rule, 


> 
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the Senates Advice, and the Magiſtrates Diſcipline. 
* As concerning the Bliſs or Bane of Kings Go- 
vernment, which in itſelf, and of itſelf, repre- 
ſenteth a Divine Majeſty, it confiſteth in two 
general Parts; the one, Example, the other, 
Command : For as, from below, we receive 


either Light or Darkneſs from above, ſo doth 


the Subject from the Prince's Example receive 
H 3 either 
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An, a. James I. (either his Virtue, or his Vice; and Experience 

160% approveth, that the Eſtate of Commonwealths 

5 cha with the Alteration of Princes Prece- 

© dent. And therefore the Errors of Princes are 

© not hurtful in themſelves, as are their erroneous 

Examples; whereby their People become infected : 

For it hath, and ever will be approved true, that 

Subjects, by Imitation of their Princes Example, 

for the moſt Part become like unto themſelves ; 

< for the excellent Splendor of the Kings Virtue 

© doth not only incite all Subjects to behold them, 

© but exce:ding Admiration and Imitation to 

© love them, and, by loving, to obſerve them. 

© And therefore the Virtue of Yeſpafanus Ex- 

s ample wrought more effectual Good amongſt 

© his People, than his Laws: For Ob/ſequium in 

© Principes et æmulandi Amar, are, all other, 

moſt excellent Tractives to the Good or Ill of 

Subjects Courſe of Life; and therefore the more 

curiouſly and reſpective ought they to be in their 

Acts and Actions, as the leading Stars of the 
People's Direction. The other reſteth in his 

abſolute Power of Command: For although the 

Law may direct, the Senate adviſe, and the 

Magiſtrate execute; yet to determine and com- 

mand is proper to the King himſelf: And there- 

fore his Commands ought to be religious, for he 

therein becometh the Preſident of many Millions 

of Souls; they ought to be juſt, for he ſitteth 

in the Judgment Seat of the abſolute King of 

Juſtice ; they ought to be tempered with Mercy, 

for he repreſenteth the divine Image of Mercy ; 

they ought to be mild, for he is the Father and 

the Subjects his Children; they ought to be pre- 

ſervative, and not devouring, for he is the Shep- 

herd, and they the Flock ; they ought rather to 

prevent the Cauſe of Offence, than puniſh the Of- 

fender, for one is much more honourable than the 

other; they ought to be warranted by Law, for 

both by Office and Oath he is hound to his Law; 

they ought to proceed from Reaſon, for thereby 

© he is reverenced as a God amongſt Men; they 

* ought 
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ought to be prudent, for that makes him deified 
with Fame and Renown. Lycurgus never com- 
manded ought to be done, that himſelf would 
not doz which made him honoured, reverenced, 
and obeyed ; but Syila commanding Sobriety, 
Temperance, and Frugality, himſelf practiſing 
the contrary, was both contemned and icorned : 
And therefore the King ought to patronize his 
Command by his Actions. Themiftocles demand- 
ed, whether he were a good Poet, that in ſing- 
ing would tranſgreſs the true Rules of Muſick ? 
Being anſwered, No; replied, no more is 
that King, that commands without his Law, 
Theopompus being aſked, why Lacedemon did ſo 
flouriſh ; anſwered, becauſe their King knew 
how to command; and Commandments, juſtly 
commanded, exact Pertormance ; but Things, 
unduly required, do breed Miſlike, and ſome- 
times enforce Refuſal, Claudian therefore con- 
cludeth, Peraget tranguilla Poteſtas, quod violenta 
neguit; Mandatague fortius urget imperioſa Quits : 
And more gracious is the Name of Piety, than 
of Power. To conclude, Princes, by the Per- 
fection of their Examples, and by the Virtue of 
their juſt Commands, become to God accept- 
able, to the World renowned, to their People 
beloved, to all Men with Reverence admired, 
and in the End with Glory immortalized ; but 
if their Commands be unjuſt, unmerciful, cruel, 


An, 2 ]-mes I, 
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devouring, lawleſs, unreaſonable, and impru- - 


dent, he loſeth the glorious Title of a good King, 
and becometh eternized with the deathleſs Fame 
of an helliſh Tyrant; which all good Kings 
ought toeſchew, as the devouring Devil of their 
Fame, Renown and Eternity. 

The third Place in the Commonwealth hath 
the Senate: For no King can, with his Dili- 
gence and only Wiſdom, equally govern the 
whole Eſtate ; for it is rather the Virtue of God, 
than Man, effeCtually to know all Things ap- 


| pertaining to Government: And therefore, as 


it is neceſſary for a Prince to ſee with his own 
e Eyes, 


a 
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© Eyes, to hear with his own Ears, and to direct 
+ by the Dial of his own Judgment; ſo is it re- 
s quifite for a Prince to have many Eyes, many 
: 3 many Tongues, many Hands, many 
Feet, and many Wits, to ſee, to hear, to dil- 
© patch, to inform, and adviſe, for, in, and con- 
© cerning the publick State, as Preparatives to his 
* commandipg Judgment, and Preſervatives againſt 
© the common Evil. Romulus therefore refuſed 
* to undergo the Burden of Government alone, 
but choſe unto himſelf a hundred Senators. Tra- 
© janus called his Senate his Father; for as the 
© Father doth foretel his Son of the Good or III 
* that may befall him, ſo ought the Senate to ad- 
© moniſh the King of Things profitable, and unpro- 
? fitable, to him and the State. The Senate there- 
* fore ought to know the Law, the Liberties, the 
Cuſtoms, the Uſe, and Diſcipline, wherewith 
© the State is governed; they ought not only to 
know the Means, whereby the State may be 
* beautified, amplified, and preſerved, but alſo 
© how the ſame may be weakened, impeached, or 
* ſubverted ; they ought alſo to know, what is 
< the Majeſty, Prerogative, Greatneſs, and Juriſ- 
«< diction of a King, and what is the due Right 
and Liberty of Subjects; for they are the Mean, 
© and Judges between Force and Fear, Liberty 
© and Servitude, the King and his People. A 
< Counſellor ought therefore to be temperate, not 
c paſſionate in his Affections; moderate, not 
* tranſported with Appetites ; mortified by Years, 
© not inveigled by Youth; grave in his Behaviour, 
© not light in his Condition; juſtly wiſe in his Ad- 
vice, not crafty in his Counſel ; virtuous in his 
* Converſation, not vicious in his Diſpoſition : A 
* Counſellor thus complete, is to the King a 
© watchful Tower, to the Law a graceful Orna- 
© ment, to Government an abſolute Guide, and 
© to the People a beloved Oracle ; but if he be 
* paſhonate in his Aﬀect.ons, tranſported in his 
| Appetitcz, inveigled by his Youth, light in his 
| Condition, crafty in his Counſel, and vicious in 

| | his 
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© his Diſpoſition ; then becometh he to the King An. 2. James 1. 
© a regardleſs and watchleſs Tower, to the Law a 1604. 
* diſgraceful Blemiſh, to the Government a blind 
« diflolute Guide, and to the People a contemned 
fabulous Deceiver. | 
* The next and immediate ſubſequent Place in 
© the Commonwealth hath the Magiſtrate ; for in 
© vain is the Laws Direction, the King's Com- 
* mand, and the Senate's Advice, if not by the 
< Magpiſtrate's Diſcipline executed: For Laws, 
Command, and Advice receive not their Autho- 
© rity, when they are enacted, given, or adviſed, 
but when they are executed; not when they are 
© enacted, but when they are obſerved ; and there- 
fore the Commonwealth doth put upon the Ma- 
© piſtrate the Perſon of Severity, to execute the 
Las Direction, Prince's Command, and the 
© Senate's Advice. The Roman Magiſtrate there- 
© fore ſaid, my Mother hath brought me into the 
World of mild and gentle Diſpoſition, Sed Re/- 
publica me ſeverum fecit: For Laws are delivered 
© to the Magiſtrate, as a Sword, to cut off the 
© Reins of licentious Liberty; but if the Magiſtrate 
© keep it ſheathed or ruſty, is there any that will dread 
the Correction of ſo ſheathed or ruſty a Weapon? 
* Secondly, Laws are ordained as Rules or Lines of 
« Mens Lives ; but if the Magiſtrate, through Fear 
© or Pity, ſhall bend them to and fro, is there any 
© Man that will regard ſo leaden a Rule? Thirdly, 
£ Laws are eſtabliſhed as Walls, or Forts, or De- 
© fence againſt Diſorder; but if the Magiſtrate 
© ſhall ſuffer them to melt with Favour, or rend 
© aſunder with Corruption, will not all Men con- 
© temn ſuch Walls ot Wax, or Forts of Cobwebs? 
The Memory of Nerva his Example approveth 
© it ; who, through too tender a Conceit of Pity, 
* was noted over ſparing in Puniſhment of the 
People's Inſolencies ; but in the End, his City 
© thereby grew into ſuch Contempt, both of his 
£ Perſon and Government, that of him it was 
© ſaid, That better it were for all good Men to 
N live under the Government of Dimitian, under 
* whom 
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An. = 1. whom nothing 


was lawful, than under Nerva, 


© where all Things were lawful. And therefore 


9 
c 
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the Magiſtrate qught to be ſciens, juſtus, et fortis: 
Firſt, to know. what he is to execute; ſecondly, 
to be juſt in his Execution; and thirdly, not to 
fear the. Face of- any, in that he ought to exe- 
cute ; for he is the Ling Law, and the Law of 
the dumb Magiſtrate: And nothing is more per- 
nicious in the Commonwealth, than an ignorant, 
unjuſt, and timorous Magiſtrate. To conclude, 
as the End of the Sailor's Endeavour is good 
Paſſage, the Phyſician's Travel, Health, the 
Captain's Labour, Victory; ſo the well Diſci- 
plining of the People ought to be the Magiſtrate's 
true Endeavour; which if he 4 per- 
form, then becometh he a good Pilot, a provi- 
dent Phyfician, à vitorious Captain, and a juſt 
well-deſerying Magiſtrate ; but if he be ignorant, 
remiſs, timorous, poyuſt, or corrupt; then is 
he to the Life of the Law a deathful Murtherer, 
to the Soul of the King's Juſtice a betraying 
Teacher, to the Virtue of Senates Advice a de- 
ceiving Evil, and to the Body of the Common- 


A People, by the Direction of ſuch Laws, 


by the Grace, Wiſdom, and Juſtice of ſuch a 


ng, by the Advice of ſuch a Senate, and by 
the Diſcipline of ſuch Magiſtrates, governed, if 
not then loyal and obedient, are rather the 
Whelps.of Wolves, than Sons of Men; rather 
Monſters of Nature, than Creatures of Reaſon ; 
nay, more Devils in Condition, than Profeſſors 
of Religion: From the Corruption of which 
Error your Majeſty ſhall ever approve us to be 
as free, as Virtue is from Vice. And though, 
during the Time of theſe our Parliament .Coun- 
ſels, we have, through the Warrant of our long 
continued Privilege, your gracious Approbation 
thereof, your Patience in hearing, your Wiſdom 
in diſcerning, - your Juſtice in adjudging, and 


your Clemency in relieving, preſumed of you, 


as of our King, but more of you, as of our 
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good King, nay moſt of all of you, as a moſt 4. 2. 
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abſolute good „ to propound, diſpute, aſſent, 
and diſaſſent, freely; to implore your-royal Pro- 
tection of our long- continued Liberties, your 
gracious relieving of our Burdens (not by Autho- 
rity impoſed, but by the Corruption of baſe Of- 
ficers extorted) and your diſcerning Conſideration 
of our feared Dangers; wherein although we 
have proceeded without Flattery or Cowardice 
(the one never being a true Counſellor, nor the 
other a good Subject) yet hath the ſame been 
without Hearts or Minds Thought, either to 
diſtaſte your gracious Pleaſure, or to detract 
ought, that in Right, Honour, or Prerogative, 
yourſelf in your great Wiſdom ſhould affect as 
good: For your Glory is, and muſt be, our Ho- 
nour, your Greatneſs our Protection, your A- 
bundance our Riches, your Safety our Security, 
your Content our Joy; otherwiſe were we wor- 
thily unworthy of the Bleſſings of the Religion, 
of the Peace, of the Safety, of the Grace, and, 
generally, of all the Fruits of Happineſs, which 
by you, from you, and under you, we do, and 
hope ever to poſſeſs. And as out of your prince- 
ly Grace you pleaſed (to our exceeding Hearts 

mfort) to ſay, that you more joyed to be 
King of ſuch Subjects, than to be King over 
many Kingdoms; ſo do we, with true Zeal and 
Faith, proteſt more to joy in being the Subjects 
of ſuch a King, than in the Freedom of any 
Liberty, which we ſhall ever with our Hearts 
Life Blood endeavour to approve againſt all Op- 
poſers and Oppoſition : And as God let him en- 
dure the Torment of ever dying Death, that 


otherwiſe ſhall in Mind conceit, or in Heart 


conſent; ſo let him live hatefully to God and 
Man, that ſhall endeavour, or occaſion in the 


leaſt, to impeach and violate ſo royal and loyal a 
Conjunction between a Head ſo abſolutely peer- 


leſs, and a Body ſo faithtully loyal And altho” 
our Majeſty, more ſeeking to enrich your 
Treaſure with the Hearts and Minds of us your 
© Sub» 


2 
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„ Subjects, than'with the Money and Treaſure of 

our Purſes, have lately, out of your abundant 
Grace, prevented our concluding to preſent you 
© with'a Subſidy of Crowns and Coin, being but 
A Bloſſom of the fruitful ever-bearing Tree of 
© our abundant Love, Loyalty, and Duty (which 
© we ſooner ſhalt leave to live, than leave unper- 
© formed) yet give us leave (of all 6ther moſt wor- 
© thy to be beloved Sovereign) not only to preſent 
you with our humble and dutiful Thanks, but 
alſo to preſent you' with five Subſidies, of far 
more precious Price and Worth: 1. The firſt 
confiſting of many Millions of affectionated 
Hearts to love you: 2. Of Number of loyal 
Minds to obey you: 3. Of as many zealous 
Spirits to pray for you: 4. Of as equal propor- 
tioned Hands to fight for you: 5. And with the 
. Treaſure of the whole Kingdom to ſupply you; 
"which the World ſhall both feel 'and know, 
when, where, and againſt whom whatſoever, 
your Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed to diſpoſe and com- 
mand us. his we profeſs, proteſt, and preſent, 
neither out of ſervile Fear, nor baſe Flattery, 
both hateful to a King ſo abſolute, wiſe, mag- 
nanimous, and gracious; but out of our endleſs 
Loves, Duties, and Loyalties, whereunto Death 
only, and nought elſe but Death, ſhall be of 
Force to give End.“ | 
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There is no Speech of the King's, or the Lord 

4 Chancellor, entered, for this Time, in either 

Journal; and no more is ſaid, in the Lords, than, 

that the Lord Chancellor by the King's Com- 
mand, prorogued this Parliament to the 7th Day 

of February, next enſuing. 5 

Notwithſtanding the great Affair of the Union 

was ſtill obſtructed, though the King laboured hard 

to bring it about; yet, by the Advice of his Coun- 

The Royal Style cil, he was this Year proclaimed King of Great 

8 be, Britain, France and Ireland, that the Names of 
King of Great England and Scotland might from henceforth be 
Britain, xc. extinct. Scottiſh Coins were made Current, _ the 
* ms 
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Arms of both Kingdoms quartered, on all Stand- An. 2. James 1. 
ards, Military and Civil, throughout both the Na- 164... 
tions. Peace was alſo proclaim'd here between 

England and Spain, on the 5th of Auguſt, 1604 (o). pe EY 


The Parliament met the 7th of February, accord- Ane Rega . 
ing to Prorogation, and were prorogued by Com- _ _- 
miſſion,” to the 3d of Odlober. At which Time At Weſtminſter, 
they were again prorogued, in the ſame Manner, 
to the 5th of November following; and on that 
Day, to the'gth of the ſaid Month. | 
During which laſt mentioned Periods, was diſ- 
covered the deepeſt and blackeſt Plot that ever was 
laid againſt King and Kingdom: So vile and exe- 
crable in its Nature, that no Religion could tole- 
rate, nor no Cauſe whatſoever give a Sanction to 
it. The Reader will preſently comprehend that 
the infamous Gun-Powder-Plot is here meant; the 1 Gunpouder 
Account of which is ſo gnply given by all our plot — 
Engliſh Hiſtorians. It has been pretended indeed 
by ſome, that this was a ſham Plot from the Be- 
ginning, and it has been called Cecil's Plot; by 
others, that the King and Miniſtry were well in- 
formed of the whole Contrivance of it from the 
firſt, and only waited to ſee how many would 
_ in the Deviliſh Scheme. But, as the 

uſineſs of theſe Enquiries, is only to give the 
Senſe of an Eugliſb Parliament, on this formidable 
Affair, we ſhall leave any further Animadverſions 
upon it; and go on with the Proceedings of this 
ſecond Seſſion of the firſt Parliament in this Reign. 

In the Jau: nals of the Commons, November 5 th, 
we find this Entry. This laſt Night the Upper 
Houſe of Parliament was ſearched by Sir Thomas 

© Knevett; and one Fohn/ton, Servant to Mr. Do- 
© mas Percye, was there apprehended; who had 
< placed thirty-ſix Barrels of Gun-Powder in the 
© Vault under the Houſe, with a Purpole to blow 
up the King and the whole Company when they 
© ſhould there aſſemble. — Afterwards, divers o- 
© ther Gentlemen were diſcovered to be of the 3 A 

he 
(s) Wilſon's Life of King James I, and Camden's Annals. 
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The Lords Journals tell us, That on the gth of 
November, the Houſe being met, and the K ing 
ſeated on the Throne, the Lord Chancellor opened 
the Seſſion, with giving ſome Account of what had 
paſſed between the Commiſſioners of England and 
Scotland, at their late Meeting, according to an Act 
made for that Purpoſe laſt Seſſion of Parliament. 
Afterwards, he preſented to his Majeſty and the 
Houſe two Copies of the T ripartite Writings agreed 
on (p), one of which was delivered openly to the 
Clerk of Parliament, to be kept in his Cuſtody till a 
farther Proceeding in that Buſineſs. He then made 
a Relation of the moſt wicked and horrible Treaſon 
ever heard of ; intended againſt his Majeſty and the 
whole State; which was purpoſed to have been 
put in Execution on Tue/day, the 5th Inſtant, the 
firſt Day of this Seſſion, holden by Prorogation. 

The Lord Chancellor having ended, the King 
began to tell the Houſes that he came there, at this 
Time, (contrary to the Cuſtom of any of his Pre- 
deceſſors, at the Beginning of any Seſſion of Par- 
lia ment, holden by Prorogation) on Purpoſe to re- 
ceive the Writing which had juſt then been delivered 
in; that no Stop might be put to that Proceeding. 
Afterwards his Majeſty made an ample Declaration 


to both Houſes, of the late moſt horrible Treaſon, 


in the following Speech from the Throne. (g) 

(P) 2. For the King: 2. The Parliament of England: 3. The 
Parliament of Scotland. 

(g) This Speech is taken from a Book entitled, A Diſcourſe 
of the Manner of the Diſ, of this late intended Treaſon, join- 
ed with the Examination of ſome of the Priſoners. (Imprinted at 
London, by Robert Barker, Printer to the King's Moſt Excellent 
Majeſty, Anno 1605.) And is compar'd by the Lords Journal. 

The Embaſſ.dors of Spain and the Archduke of Auſtria were 
preſent in the Houſe at this Speech; according to Edmund Horwes, 


the Continuator of Jobn Stewe's Chronicle. 


Oſborne tells us, That after this happy Diſcovery, his Catholic 
* Majeſty ſent an Agent on purpoſe to Congratulate King James his 
© great Preſervation. A Flattery ſo palpable, as the Pope could 
not refrain Laughing in the Face of Cardinal D'O/ar when he 
© firſt told it him; nor he forbear to inform his King of it, as 
may be found in his printed Letters: It being notorious, that at 
King James his fir Aſſumption to the Throne of England, none 
* ſought his Deſtruction more cordially than the Spaniard.” 

Ofborne's Memorials of King Jaume, Z vo, p. 437+ 
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My Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Yau the 
Knights and Burgeſſes of this Parliament; 


this Subject ſhould have been miniſtred unto me, 
whereupon I am now to ſpeak. But now it ſo 
falleth out, That whereas in the preceding Seſ- 
fion of this Parliament, the principal Occaſion of 
my Speech was, to thank and congratulate all you 
of this Houſe, and in you, all the whole Com- 
mon-wealth (as being the repreſentative Body of 
the State) for your ſo willing, and loving receiv- 
ing, and embracing of me in that Place, which 
God and Nature, by Deſcent of Blood, had in 
his own Time provided for me : So now my 
Subject is, to ſpeak of a far greater Thankigiving 
than before I gave to you, being to a far greater 
Perſon, which is to God, for the great and mi- 
raculous Delivery he hath at this Time granted 
to me, and to. you all, and conſequently to the 
whole Body of this Eſtate.” 

© I muſt therefore begin with this old and moſt 
approved Sentence in Divinity, Miſericordia Dei 
* ſupra omnia Opera jus. For Almighty God did 
© not furniſh ſo great Matter to his Glory, by the 
Creation of this great World, as he did by the 
© Redemption of the ſame. Neither did his Gene- 
© ration of the little World, in our old and firſt 
Adam, ſo much ſet forth the Praiſes of God in 
© his Juſtice and Mercy, as did our Regeneration 
< in the laſt and ſecond Adam.“ 

And now I muſt crave a little Pardon of you, 
© (That fince Kings are in the Word of God it- 
© ſelf called Gods, as being his Lieutenants and 
© Vicegerents on Earth, and fo adorned and fur- 
' © niſhed with ſome Sparkles of the Divinity ;) to 
© compare ſome of the Works of God the Great 
© King, towards the whole and general World, to 
© ſome of his Works towards me, and this little 
World of my Dominions, compaſſed and ſevered 
© by the Sea from the Reſt of the Earth. For 

as 
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T was far from my Thoughts, till very late- The King's © 
ly before my Coming to this Place, that Speech upon that 


Occaſion, 
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as God, for the juſt Puniſhment of the firſt 
great Sins in the original World, when the 
Sons of God went in unto the Daughters of Men, 
and the Cup of their Iniquities of all Sorts was 


filled, and heaped up to the full, did by a general 


Deluge and Overflowing of Waters, baptize 
the World to a general Deſtruction, but not 
to general Purgation: (only excepted Noah and 
his Family, who did repent and believe the 
Threatenings of God's Judgment): So now, 
when the World ſhall wax old as a Garment, 
and that all the Impieties and Sins that can be 
deviſed againſt both the firſt and ſecond Table, 
have, and ſhall be committed to the full Meaſure; 
God is to puniſh the World the ſecond Time 
by Fire, to the general Deſtruction and not Pur- 
gation thereof. And, as it was done in the 
former to Noah and his Family by the Waters; 
ſo ſhall all we that believe be likewiſe purged, 
and not deſtroyed by the Fire. In the like Sort, 
I ſay, I may juſtly compare theſe two great and 
fearful Dooms-Days, wherewith God threatened 
to deſtroy me, and all you of this little World 
that have Intereſt in me. For although I con- 
feſs, as all Mankind, ſo chiefly Kings, as being 
in the higher Places like the high Trees, or ſtay- 
eſt Mountains, and ſteepeſt Rocks, are moſt ſub- 


ject to the daily Tempeſts of innumerable Dan- 


gers; and I amoneſt all other Kings, have ever 
been ſubject unto them, not only ever ſince my 
Birth, but even as I may juſtly ſay, before my 
Birth, and while 1 was yet in my Mother's Bel- 
ly: Yet have I been expoſed to two more ſpecial 
and greater Dangers than all the reſt.” 

Ihe firſt of them, in the Kingdom where I 
was born, and paſſed the firſt Part of my Life: 
And the laſt of them here, which is the greateſt. 
In the former, I ſhould have been baptized in 
Blood, and in my Deſtruction, not only the 


1 Kingdom, wherein I then was, but ye alſo by 


| Pour future Intereſt, ſhould have taſted of my 


uine. Yet it pleaſed God to deliver me, as it 
* werey 


o 
o 
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Point of the Dagger, and ſo purge me by my 
thankful Acknowledgment of ſo great a Benefit. 
But in this which did ſo lately fall out, and 
which Deſtruction was prepared not for me alone, 
but for you all that are here preſent, and where- 
in no Rank, Age, or Sex ſhould have been ſpa- 
red : This was not a crying Sin of Blood as the 
former ; but it may well be called a roaring, nay, 
a thundering Sin of Fire and Brimſtone, from the 
which God hath ſo miraculouſly delivered us all. 
What can I ſpeak of this, I know not : Nay 
rather, what can I not ſpeak of it? And there- 
fore I muſt for Horror ſay with the Poet; Vox 
Faucibus heret.” 

In this great and horrible Attempt, whereof 


* the like was never either heard or read ; I obſerve 


* 
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three wonderful, or rather miraculous Events,” 

«* Firſt, in the Cruelty of the Plot itſelf ; where- 
in cannot be enough admired the horrible and 
fearful Cruelty of their Device, which was not 
only for the Deſtruction of my Perſon, nor of 
my Wife and Poſterity only, but of the whole 
Body of the State in general; wherein ſhould 
neither have been ſpared, or Diſtinction made of 
Young nor of Old, of Great nor of Small, of 
Man nor of Woman : The whole Nobility ; 
the whole Reverend Clergy, Biſhops, and moſt 
Part of the good Preachers; the moſt Part of 
the Knights and Gentry ; yea, and if that an 

in this Society were Favourers of their Profeſ- 
fion, they ſhould all have gone one Way: The 
whole Judges of the Land, with moſt of the 
Lawyers and the whole -Clerks : And as the 
Wretch himſelf that is in the Tower, doth con- 
feſs, it was purpoſely deviſed by them, and con- 
cluded to be done in this Houſe : That where 
the cruel! Laws (as they ſay) were made againſt 
their Religion, both Place and Perſons ſhould all 
be deſtroyed and blown up at once. And then 
conſider therewithal the cruel Sort of that Prac- 
Vor. V. I * tices 


ry Brink of Death, from the An. 3: 


* 
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An. 3. James I. tice: For by three different Sorts, in general, may 
1605. Mankind be put to Death. | 
The Firſt, by other Men, and reaſonable Crea- 
© tures, which is leaſt cruel ; for then both De- 
© fence of Men againſt Men may be expected, and 
© likewiſe who knoweth what Pity God may ſtir 
up in the Hearts of the Actors at the very In- 
© ſtant? Beſides the many Ways and Means, 
1 aww Men may eſcape in ſuch a preſent 
© Fury.” 
And the ſecond Way more cruel than that, is 
by Animal and unreaſonable Creatures: For as 
They have leſs Pity than Men, ſo it is a greater 
orror, and more unnatural for Men to deal 
with them: But yet with them both Reſiſtance 
may avail, and alſo ſome Pity may be had; as 
was in the Lions, in whoſe Den Daniel was 
thrown; or that thankful Lion, that had the 
Roman Slave in his Mercy. 
© But the Third, the moſt cruel and unmer- 
ciful of all, is the Deſtruction by inſenfible and 
inanimate Things; and amongſt them all, the 
moſt cruel are the two Elements of Water and 
Fire; and of thoſe two the Fire moſt raging and 
mercileſs.” | 
* Secondly, How wonderful it is when you ſhall 
think upon the ſmall, or rather no Ground, 
whereupon the Practiſers were enticed to invent 
this Tragedy. For if theſe Conſpirators had 
only been Feakrupe Perſons, or Diſcontented 
upon Occaſion of any Diigrace-done unto them; 
this might have ſeemed to have been but a Work 
of Revenge. But for my own Part, as I ſcarce- 
ly ever knew any of them; ſo cannot they 
alledge ſo much as a pretended Cauſe of Grief : 
And the Wretch himfelf, in Bands, doth confeſs, 
That there was no Cauſe moving him or them, 
but meerly and only Religion. And ſpecially, 
that Chriſtian Men, at leaſt ſo called, Englifþ- 
men, born within the Country, (r and one of 
* the 
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honourable. Place, ſhould practice the Deſtruc- 
tion of their King, his Poſterity, their Country 
and all; wherein their following Obſtinacy is 
ſo joined to their former Malice, as the Fellow 
himſelf that is. in Hand, cannot be moved to 
diſcover any Signs or Notes of Repentance; ex- 
cept this, that he doth yet ſtand to avow, that 


he repents only for not being able to perform 


his Intent. 
© Thirdly, The Diſcovery hereof is not a little 


wonderful, which would be thought the more 
miraculous by you all, if you were as well ac- 
quainted with my natural Diſpoſition, as thoſe 
are who be near about me. For as I ever did 
hold Suſpicion to be the Sickneſs of a Tyrant ; 
ſo was I ſo far upon the other Extremity, as 
I rather contemned all Advertiſements, or Ap- 
prehenſions of Practices. And yet now, at this 
Time, was I ſo far contrary to myſelf, as 
when the Letter was ſhewed to me by my 
Secretary, wherein a general, obſcure Advertiſe- 
ment was geen of ſome dangerous Blow at 
this Time; I did upon the Inſtant interpret and 
apprehend ſome dark Phraſes therein, contrary 
to the ordinary Grammar- Conſtruction of them, 
(and in another Sort than I am ſure any Divine, 
or Lawyer in any Univerſity would have ta- 
ken them) to be meant by this horrible Form 
of Blowing us up all by Powder ; and there- 
upon ordered that Search to be made, where- 
by the Matter was diſcovered, and the Man ap- 
prehended : Whereas if I had apprehended of 


interpreted it to any other Sort of Danger, no 


worldly Proviſion or Prevention could have 
made us eſcape our utter DeſtruCtion !? 

And in that Caſe, there was a wonderful 
Providence of God, that when the Party him- 
ſelf was taken, he was but new come out of his 
Houſe from Working, having his Fire-work for 
kindling ready in his Pocket; wherewith, as he 
confeſſeth, if he had 5 taken but W 
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© the Specials of them, my ſworn Servant in an An. 3. James 1. 


1605. 
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© before, When be was in ihe Houſe, be was reſol- 
ved to have blown up himſelf with his Takers.” 

One Thing, for my own Part have I Cauſe 
to thank God in; That if God, for our Sins, 


had ſaffered their wicked Intenis to have prevail - 


ed, it ſhould never have been ſpoken nor written 
* in Ages ſucceeding, that I had died mglorioufly 
uin an Ale-houſe, a Stews, or ſuch vile Place; 
© btit mine End ſhould have been with the moſt 
© Honourable. and beſt Company, and in that 
* moſt Honourable and fitteſt Place for a King to 
be in, for doing the Turns moſt proper to his 
* Office: And the more have We all Cauſe to 
thank and magnify God for this his merciful De- 
© livery. And ſpecially 1 for my Part, that he 
© hath given me yet once Leave, whatſoever ſhould 
come of me hereafter, to aſſemble you in this 
* Honourable Place; and here in this Place, where 
* our general Deſtruction ſhould have been, to 
* magnify and praiſe him for our general Delivery, 
that I may juſtly now ſay of mine Enemies and 
* yours, as David doth often ſay in the P/alms, In- 
* ciderunt in Fueam, quam fecerunt. And fince 
« Scipio an Ethnich, led by the Light of Nature, 
that Day when he was accuſed by the Tribunes 
of the People of Rome, for miſpending and 
"waſting in his Punick Wars the City's Treaſure, 
even upon the ſudden brake out with that Diver- 
ſion of them from that Matter, calling them to 
Remembrance how that Day was the Day of 
the Year, wherein God hath given them fo 
great a Victory againſt Hannibal; and therefore 
it was fitter ſor them all, leaving other Matters 
to run to the Temple to praile God for that ſo 
great Delivery, which the People did all follow 
with one Applauſe: How much more Cauſe 
have we. that are Chriſtians, to beſtow this Time 
in this Place for T hankſgiving to God for bis 
great Mercy, tho' we had had no other Erran 
of Aſſembling here at this Time; wherein if 1 
* have ſpoken more like a Divine, than would ſeem 
to belong to this Place, the Matter it ſelf muſt 
| © plead 
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© plead for mine Excuſe : For being here come to an, 3. James 1, 


* thank God for a Divine Work of his Mercy; 
* how can I ſpeak of this Deliverance of us from 
* fo helliſh a Practice, fo well, as in Language of 
Divinity, which is the direct oppoſite to ſo dam- 
* nable an Intention? And therefore may I juſtly 
end this Purpoſe, as I did begin it with this Sen- 

© tence, The Merey of God is above all bis Works.” 
It refteth now, that 1 ſhould inform you 
what is to be done hereafter, upon the Occaſion 
of this horrible and ſtrange Accident. Asfor your 
Part, that are my faithful and loving Subjects 
of all Degrees, I know that your Hearts are ſo 
burnt up with Zeal in this Errand, and your 
Tongues ſo ready to utter your dutiful Affec- 
tions, and your Hands and Feet ſo bent to con- 
cur in the Execution thereof, (for which as I 
need not to ſpur you, ſo can I not but praiſe 
ou for the ſame) As it may very well be poſ- 
le, that the Zeal of your Hearts ſhall make 
ſome of you in your Speeches, raſhly to blame 
ſuch as may be innocent of this Attempt. But 
upon the other Part I wiſh you to conſider, that 
I would be ſorry that any being innocent of 
this Practice, either domeſtical or foreign, ſhould 
receive Blame or Harm for the fame. For al- 
though it cannot be denied, That it was the 
only blind Superſtition of their Errors in Religion, 
that led them to this deſperate Device; yet doth 
it not follow, That all profeſſing that Romiſb 
Religion were guilty of the ſame. For as it is 
true, That no other Se& of Hereticks, not ex- 
cepting Turk, Few, nor Pagan, no not even 
thoſe of Calicute who adore the Devil, did ever 
maintain by the Grounds of their Religion, 
That it was lawful, or rather meritorious (as 
the Romiſb Catholicks call it) to murder Princes 
or People for Quarrel of Religion. And al- 
though particular Men of all Profeſhons of Re- 
lizion have been ſome Thieves, ſome Murtherers, 
ſome Traitors; yet ever when they came to 
« their End and juſt Puniſhment, tbey confeſſed 
> 1 3 their 
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© their Fault to be in their Nature, and not in 
? their Profeſſion : (theſe Romj/b Catholicks only 
* excepted ) Yet it is true on the other Side, That 
many honeſt Men blinded, peradventure, with 
© ſome Opinions of Popery, as if they be not 
*: found in the Queſtions of the Real Preſence, or 
in the Number of the Sacraments, or ſome ſuch 
* School Queſtion ; yet do they either not know, 
* or at leaſt, not believe all the true Grounds of 
* Popery, which is indeed, The Myſtery of Iniquity. 
* And therefore do we juſtly confeſs, that many 
* Papiſts, eſpecially our Fore-fathers, laying their 
© only Truſt upon Chrif and his Merits at their 
< laſt Breath, may be, and often- times are ſaved ; 
£ deteſting in that Point, and thinking the Cruelty 
* of Puritans worthy of Fire, that will admit no 
* Salyation to any Pap'/t, I therefore thus do 
conclude this Point; That as upon the one Part 
many honeſt Men, ſeduced with ſome Errors of 


jects : So upon the other Part, none of thoſe 
that truly know and believe the whole Grounds, 
and School Concluſions of their Doctrine, can 


6 
6 

_ © Popery, may yet remain good and faithful Sub- 
o 
c 
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ever prove either good Chriſtians, or faithful Sub- 
5 jets. And for the Part of foreign Princes and 
States, I may ſo much the more acquit them 
* and their Miniſters, of their Knowledge and 
© Conſent to any ſuch Villany ; as I may juſtly 
* ſay, that in that Point I better know all Chriſtian 
Kings by my ſelf, that no King nor Prince of 
Honour will ever abaſe himtelt ſo much, as to 
* think a good Thought of ſo baſe and diſhonour- 
able a Treachery : Wiſhing you therefore, that 
* as God hath given me an happy Peace and Ami- 
© ty, with all other Chriſtian Princes my Neigh- 
t bours; (as was even now very gravely told you 
* by my Lord Chancellor) that ſo you will re- 
? verently judge and fpeak of them in this Caſe. 
And for my Part I would with with thoſe an- 
tient Philoſophers, . that there were a Chryſtal 
F Window in my Breaſt, wherein all my People 
might lee the ſecteteſt Thoughts of my Heart; 
| ; & for 
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© for then might 
* 
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two Points. The Firſt, Caution and Warineſs 
in Government, to diſcover and ſearch out the 
Myſteries of this W ickedneſs as far as may be: 
The other, after due Trial, Severity of Puniſh- 
ment upon thoſe that may be found guilty of 
ſo deteſtable and unheard-of Villany. And now 
in this Matter, if I bave troubled your Ears 


with an abrupt Speech, undigeſted in any good 
Method or Order; you have to conſider that an 


abrupt, and unadviſed Speech doth beſt become 
the Relation of ſo abrupt and unorderly an 
Accident. 

And although I have ordained Proroguing of 
this Parliament until after Chriſtmas, upon two 
neceſſary Reſpects: Whereof the firſt is, That 
neither I nor my Council can have Leiſure, at 
this Time, both to take Order, for the Apprehenſi- 
on and Trial of theſe Conſpirators, and alſo to 
wait upon the daily Affairs of the Parliament, 
as the Council muſt do: And the other Rea- 


ſon is, the Neceſſity, at this Time, of divers of 
your Preſences in your Shires thag have Charges 


or Commandments there, For as theſe Wretches 
thought to have blown up in a Manner the 
whole World of this Iſland ; every Man being 
now come up here, either for publick Cauſes 
of Parliament, or elſe for their own private 
Cauſes in Law, or otherwiſe :, So theſe Rebels 
that now wander through the Country, could 
never have gotten ſo fit a Time of Safety in 
their Paſſage, or whatſoever unlawful Actions, 
as now When the Country by the foreſaid Oc- 
caſion is in a Manner left deſolate, and waſte 
unto them. Beſides that, It _ be that I 
ſhall deſire you at your next Seſſion, to take 
upon you the Judgment of this Crime : For 
as ſo extraordinary a Fact deſerves extraordi- 
nary Judgment ; ſo can there not I think (fol- 


lowing even their own Rule) be a fitter Judg- 


ment for them, than they ſhould be meaſured 
| * with 


ou all ſee no Alteration in my An. 3. 
Mind for this Accident, further than in thoſe * 
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© with the fame Meaſure Where with they thought 
© to meaſure us; and that the fame Place and 
« Perſoris, whom they thought to deſtroy, ſhould 
© be the juſt Avengers of their fo unnatural a 
© Parricide : Yet not knowing that I will have 
* Occaſion to meet with you, myſelf, in this 
Place, at the Beginning of the next Seſſion of 
© this Parliament; (becauſe if it had not been 
© for delivering of the Articles agreed upon by 
© the Commilſhoners of the Union, which was 
* thought moſt convenient to be done in my 
Preſence, where both Head and Members of 
the Parliament were met together, my Preſence 
had not otherwiſe been requiſite here at this 
Time) I have therefore thought good for Con- 
clufion of this Meeting, to diſcourſe to you 
ſomewhat anent the true Nature and Definition 
of a Parliament; which I will remit to your 
Memories, till your next Sitting down, that 
you may then make uſe of it as Occaſion ſhall 

miniſtred.” | 
For albeit, it be true, that at the firſt Seſ- 
fion of my firſt Parliament, which was not 
long after mine Entry into this Kingdom; it 

uld riot become me to inform you of any 

hing belonging to Law or State here ; (for all 
Knowledge muſt either be infuſed or acquired, 
* and ſeeing the former Sort thereof is now, with 
* Prophefie, ceaſed in the World; it could not 
be poſſible for me, at my firſt Entry here, before 
+ Experience had taught it me, to be able to 
+ underſtand the particular Myſteries of this State) 
yet now that I have reigned almoſt three Years 
* amongſt you, and have been careful to obſerve 
* thoſe Things that belong to the Office of a 
6 
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King; albeit, that Time be but a ſhort Time 
for Experience in others; yet in a King may 
it be thought a reaſonable long Time, eſpecially 
in me, who, although I be but in a Manner 
a new King here, yet have been long acquainted 
with the Office of a King in ſuch another King- 


* dom, as doth neareſt of all others agree with 
* the 
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the Laws and Cuſtoms of this State. Remit- An. 3 


ting to your Conſideration, to judge of that 
which hath been concluded by the Commiſſioners 
of the Union, wherein I am at this Time to 
ſignify unto you, That as I can bear Witneſs to 
the foreſaid Commiſſioners, that they have not 
agreed nor concluded therein any Thing, where- 
in they have not foreſeen as well the Weal and 
Commodity of the one Country, as of the other ; 
ſo can they all bear me Record, that I was fo 
far from. preſſing them to agree to any Thing, 
which might bring with it any Prejudice to this 
People; as by the Contrary 1 did ever ad- 
moniſh them, never to conclude upon any ſuch 
Union, as might carry Hurt or Grudge with 
it to either of the ſaid Nations: For the Leav- 
ing of any ſuch Thing, could not but be the 
greateſt Hindrance that might be to ſuch an 
Action, which God by the Laws of Nature 
had provided to be in his own Time, and hath 
now in Effect perfected in my Perſon; to 
which Purpoſe my Lord Chancellor hath better 
ſpoken, than I am able to relate. 
And as to the Nature of this High Court of 
Parliament, it is nothing elſe but the King's 
great Council; which the King doth aſſemble 
either upon occaſion of interpreting, or abrogat- 
ing old Laws, or making of new, according as 
ill Manners ſhall deſerve, or for the publick 
Puniſhment of notorious Evil-doers, or the Praiſe 
and Reward of the Virtuous and Well-deſervers; 
wherein theſe four Things are to be conſidered. 
* Firſt, whereof this Court is compoſed 
* Secondly, what Matters are proper for it. 
© Thirdly, to what End it is ordained. 
© And Fourthly, what are the Means and 
c 59 whereby this End ſhould be brought to 
© paſs. X 

© As for the Thing itſelf, it is compoſed of a 
© Head and a Body: The Head. is the King, the 
© Body are the Members of the Parliament. This 
Body again is ſubdivided into two Parts; the 

Upper 


e 
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An. 3. 2 I. Upper and Lower Houſe : The Upper com- 
1905 © pounded partly of Nobility, - Temporal Men, 
© who are heretable Counſellors to the High Court 
of Parliament, by the Honour of their Creation 
and Lands : And partly of. Biſhops, Spiritual 
Men, who are likewiſe by the Virtue of their 
Place and Dignity Counſellors, Life-Renters, or 
Ad Vitam of this Court. The other Houſe is 
compoſed of Knights of the Shire ; and Gentry, 
and Burgeſſes for the Towns. But becauſe the 
Number would be infinite for all the Gentlemen 
and Burgeſſes to be preſent at every Parliament, 
therefore a certain Number is ſelected and cho- 
ſen out of that great Body, ſerving only for 
that Parliament, where their Perſons are the 
Repreſentation of that Body. 
* Now the Matters whereof they are to treat. 
ought therefore to be general, and rather of ſuch 
Matters as cannot well be performed without the 
aſſembling of that general Body ; and no more of 
theſe Generals neither, than Neceſſity ſhall re- 
quire: For as In corruptiſſima Republica ſunt 
plurime Leges : So doth the Life and Strength. 
of the Law conſiſt not in heaping up infinite and 
confuſed Numbers of Laws, but in the right 
Interpretation and good Execution of good and 
wholſome Laws. If this be ſo then, neither is 
this a Place on the one Side, for every raſh and 
harebrain'd Fellow to propone new Laws. of his 
own Invention: Nay rather could I wiſh theſe. 
buſy Hea1s to remember that Law of the Lace- 
demonians, That whoſoever came to ptopone a 
new Law to the People, behoved publickly to 
preſent himſelf with a Rope about his Neck, 
that in caſe the Law were not allowed, be 
ſhould be hanged therewith, So wary ſhould 
Men be of proponing Novelties, but moſt of all 
© not to propone any bitter or feditious Laws, . 
* which can produce nothing but Grudges and 
* Diſcontentment between the Prince and his 
People: Nor yet is it on the other Side, a con- 
* venicnt Place for private Men under tle Colour. 
of N 
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of general 8 to propone nothing but their An. 3. 1.me: L. 


own particular Gain, either to the Hurt of their 
rivate Neighbours, or to the Hurt of the whole 
State in general ; which many Times, under fair 
and pleaſing Titles, are ſmoothly paſſed over, 
and ſo by Stealth procured, without Conſideration 
that the private Meaning of them tendeth to no- 
thing but either to the Wreck of a particular 
Party, or elſe under Colour of publick Benefit 
to pill the poor People, and ſerve as it were for 
a general Impoſt upon them for filling the Pur- 
ſes of ſome private Perſons. 
© And ſo the End for which the Parliament is 
ordained, being only for the Advancement of 
God's Glory, and the Eſtabliſhment and Wealth 
of the King and his People : It is no Place then 
for particular Men to utter there their private 
Conceits, nor for Satisfaction of their Curio- 
fities, and leaſt of all to make Shew of their Elo- 
quence by tyning the Time with long ſtudied 
and eloquent Orations. No, the Reverence of 
God, their King, and their Country being well 
ſettled in their Hearts, will make them aſhamed 
of ſuch Toys; and remember that they are there 
as ſworn Countellors to their King, to give their 
beſt Advice for the Furtherance of his Service, 
and the flouriſhing Weal of his Eſtate, 
Amd laſtly, if you will rightly conſider the 
Means and Ways how to bring all your Labours 
to a good End; you muſt remember, that you 
are here aſſembled by your lawful King to give 
him your beſt Advices, in the Matters propoſed 
by him unto you, being of that Nature, which 
I have already told, wherein you are gravely to 
deliberate, and, upon your Conſciences, plainly 
to determine how far thoſe Things propounded 
do agree with the Weal, both of your King and 
of your Country, whoſe Weals cannot be ſepa- 
rated. And as for myſelf, the World ſhall ever 
bear me Witneſs, that I never ſhall propone any 


Thing unto you, which ſhall not as well tend 
© tio 


16085. 
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An, 3. James 1, © 40 the Weal Publick, as to any Benefit for me: 
1655, © Soſhalll ever 1 myſelf to that, which may 
© not tend to the Good of the Common- Wealth, 
© for the which I am ordained, as I have often 
© ſaid. And as you are to give your Advice in 
© ſuch Things as ſhall by your King be propoſed : 
«© So is it on your Part your Duties to propone any 
* Thing that you can, after mature Deliberation, 
© judge to be needſul, either for thoſe Ends already 
© ſpoken of, or otherwiſe for the Diſcovery of any 
© latent Evil in the Kingdom, which peradven- 
ture may not have come to the King's Ear. 
If this then ought $0 be your grave Manner of 
© proceeding in this Place, Men ſhould be aſhamed 
© ta make Shew of the Quickneſs of their Wits 
here, either in taunting, ſcoffing, or detracting 
the Prince or State in any Point, or yet in break- 
ing Jeſts upon their Fellows, for which the Or- 
dinaries or Alehouſes are fitter Places, than this 
Honourable and, High Court of Parliament. 
In Concluſion then, fince you are to break 
up, for the Reaſons I have already told you, I 
with ſuch of you as have any Charges in your 
Countries, to haſten you Home for the Repreſ- 
fing of the Inſolencies of theſe Rebels, and Ap- 
prehenſion of their Perſons; wherein as I heartily 
pray to the Almighty for your proſperous Suc- 
ceſs, ſo do I not doubt, but we ſhall ſhortly 
hear the good News of the ſame ; and that you 
ſhall have an happy Return, and Meeting here 
to all our Comforts. 


Here the Lord Chancellor ſpake touching the 
proroguing of the Parliament. And having 
done, his Majeſty roſe again, and faid, 


© Since it pleaſed God to grant me two ſuch 
notable Deliveries upon one Nay of the Week, 
which was Tueſday, and likewiſe one Day of 
the Month, which was the Fifth ; thereby to 
teach me, That as it was the ſame Devil that 
« ſtill perſecuted me; fo it was the ſame God 
« that till mightily delivered me: I thought it 


* there- 


0. Q. M M & 
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q . not ns vg 2 one and 2 
4 of Fanuary, which falls to be upon Tue/day, 
0 — be the Day of Meeting of this — 
ſion of Parliament, hoping and aſſuring myſelf, 
that the ſame God, who hath now granted me 
and you all ſo gtacious and notable a Delivery, 
© ſhall proſper all our Affairs at that next Seſſion, 
and bring them to an happy Concluſion. And 
now I conſider God hath well provided it that 
© the Ending of this Parliament hath been ſo long 
continued; For as for my own Part, I never 
had any other Intention, but only to ſeek ſo far 
* my Weal and Proſperity, as might conjunctly 
„ ſtand with the flouriſhing State of the whole 
© Common-Wealth, as I have often told you: 
© So on the other Part I confeſs, if I had been in 
* your'Places at the Beginning of this Parliament, 
6 .— was ſo ſoon after mine Entry into this 
Kingdom, wherein ye could not poſſibly have 
* ſo perfect a Knowledge of mine Inclination, as 
Experience ſince hath taught you) I could not 
© but have ſuſpected, and miſ-iaterpreted divers 
* Things; in the trying whereof, now I hope, 
© by your Experience of my Behaviour and Form 
* of Goverament, you are well enough cleared, 


© and reſolved. 


It ſeems as if the Parliament met, at this Time, 
only to have the foregoing Declarations made to 
them, by the King and the Lord Chancellor; for 
they were inſtantly prorogued to the zd of Janua- 
ry, following; and from thence to the 21ſt of the 
ſame' Month. | 

On which laſt mentioned Day, the Lords being 
met, a Motion was made by the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury (s), That a Committee * be ap- 
pointed to conſider the Laws already in Force, that 


tend to the Preſervation of Religion, his Majeſty, 
the State and Common-Wealth. What Defects 
are in the Execution of them, or what new Laws 
may be thought needful.” This Motion being ſe- 
conded 

(+) Richard Bancreft. Le Neve's Faſti Ece, Ang, 


An. 3. James I. 
1605. 


The Parliament 
prorogued. 


They meet again 
and conſider of 


the Laws againſt 
Recuſ. 


ants. 


142 The Parliamentary Hisroxr 


An. 3. James I. conded by the Biſhop of London (t), followed by 

1605. Cecil Earl of Salisbury, a Committee was imme- 

diately appointed for that Purpoſe. 

The Lord Chancellor gave Direction to the 

Clerk of Parliament, to take ſpecial Notice of the 

Names of ſuch Lords as ſhould fail in their Ap- 

pearance this Seſſion of Parliament; having no Li- 

cenſe from his Majeſty for their Abſence. This 

was done, no doubt, becauſe ſome of the Peers 

were then ſufpected to be concerned in the late 

Plot; and ſome were taken up for it afterwards, as 

will appear in the Sequel. _— A Bill was alſo read 

a a' firſt Time, For preſerving and reſtoring to the 

Crown the true and antient Royalties appertaining 

to the ſame. In the Commons, we find, that 

| the Bufineſs of the Popiſb Plot was the firſt thing, 

| alſo, that they went upon. Tar. 21ſt, Sir George 

Moore made a Motion, out of a deep Senſe of the 

late Conſpiracy; the like whereof, he ſaid, never 

came upon the Stage of the World. Other 

broken Hints of this Speech are thus entered. 

No Hour too ſoon for ſuch a Motion. Encou- 

ragement to Papiſis, Impunity and Delay. —— 

Homines qui ex Fraude, Fallacta, Mendaciis, con- 

fiftere videbantur. —— Tantumne Religio potuit ſua- 

dere Malorum? To enter into Conſideration, 

what Courſe may be fitreſt to ſettle the Safety of 

the King, and prevent the Danger of Papiſtical 
Practices. | | 

This Speech was ſeconded by Sir Francis Haft- 

ings; he ſpoke of three Duties. To God, and 

the King, to God and ourſelves.— Offered four 

others to Conſideration: —— The Plot, the Car- 

riage of the Plot, the D ſcovery, and the Deli- 

verance. Plot, popiſh, dangerous, and deſperate, 

Afterwards, the Sollicitor General faid, That a 

Word, in Time, was like Apples of Gold furniſh-. 

ed with Pictures of Silver. — That theſe State- 

Monks had got a new Divinitv. — It was lawful 

for them to lie, to diſſemble before a Magiſtrate, 


to kill an Heretic. 
The 


(. Richard Vaughan, Le News Faſti Ecc, Ang. 
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The Reſult of all was, That a large Commit- 
tee was appointed to confider of ſome Courſe, 
for the timely and ſevere Proceeding againſt Je- 
ſuits, Seminaries, and all other popiſb Agents and 
Practiſers; and for the preventing and ſuppreſſing 
all their Plots and Practices. 

To go through each Days Proceedings in both 
Journal, would be too tedious,— We ſhall only 
cull out of them the moſt remarkable Inſtances, and 
which are hiſtorical enough for our Purpoſe. The 
Popiſh Plot was the thing moſt at Heart; and this 
Parliament laboured to fx ſome indelible Mark of 
their Reſentment on ſuch an infamous Intencion. 
Several Conſpirators had now been taken, ſome 
others were killed in endeavouring to make their 
Eſcape; and we are told by the Writer of this 
Reign, (though it is not mentioned in the Fournals) 
that the Earl of Northumberland, Henry Lord 
Mordaunt, and Edward Lord Stourton, three Popiſh 
Lords, being ſuſpected to have Knowledge of this 
Conſpiracy, were all committed to the Totwer. 
One great Cauſe of the Suſpicion, was, their not 
coming to Parliament according to Summons z 
but, nothing more being prov'd againſt them, af- 
ter ſome Impriſonment, the two Barons were re- 
deemed, by Fine in the Star-Chamber; but the 
Earl continued a Priſoner there for many Years 
after (u). 

Theſewere all the Noblemen that were ſuſpected; 
as for the inferior Sort, they were tried and con- 
demned at Common Law: But before their Exe- 
cution was awarded, the Parliament thinking the 
ordinary Puniſhment too light for the Offence, the 
Lords appointed a Committee to conſider what 
Puniſhments extraordinary were fit to be ordained 
for theſe Offenders. They had made ſome Pro- 
greſs in this Matter, when the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, the firſt of the ſaid Committee, though it 
was an Affair of Blood, reported to the Houſe, 
© That having aſked the Opinion of the Lord 
Chief Juſtice of Eng/and in that Matter ; and 

being 


u Wilſon in Kennet, p. 676. 


An. 98 


Several Peers ap- 
pre hended on Ac- 
count of the Plot. 


* 


Debate on the 
Manner of pu- 
niſhing the Plot - 
ters, 


An. 3. James I. 
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being informed by him that the Execution of the 
ſaid 'Traitors might not conveniently be deferred, 
the Committee had forborn any further Pro- 
ceeding therein.” ; 

The Houſe. of Commons were no leſs anxious: 
For on the 25th of January, Sir Thomas Holcraft 
put the Houſe in Mind, That Richard II. built a 
wooden Houſe, and there the King and Parliament 
ſat when Offenders were judged. This tended to 
have the Miners, in the late Plot, tried in the ſame 
Manner; which, he ſaid, was not without Prece- 
dent; and therefore deſired that the King might be 
petitioned about it. dir Robert Wingfield moved 
for a Form of Puniſhment equal to the Greatneſs 
of the Fact. He ſaid, the Scripture had Examples 
of extraordinary Puniſhments for extraordinary Of- 
fences. And moved, That a ſhort Act might be 
made for ie Puniſhment of the Miners; and ſome 
extraordinary Puniſhment ſet down in it. But no 
Petition to the King about it, for he was ſo com- 
pounded of Mercy and Pity, that be will deny 
it. — Sir Robert Higham argued againſt theſe 
| Motions; and ſaid, That the Common Law ſhould 

have its Proceeding firſt, and then this Court might 
add -a-Confirmation of it. Mr. Fuller, on the 
ſame Side, moved, That all the Houſe might be 
preſent and hear the Arraignment; and that, af- 
terwards, a Law might be made for the Puniſh- 
ment, the Judgment. being reſpited. —-- The Speak- 
er {aid, That thoſe who were already dead were to 
be .attainted by the Houſe, and Evidence againſt 
them given at the Bar; ſor the reſt a Confirmation 
of the Attainders was ſufficient. Mr. Miſeman 
moved, That the Houſe might be preſent at the 
Trials and Places provided for them; and that 
Judgment ſhould be reſpited; afterwards, they 
might think of a; Judgment in the Houſe, their 
Conſciences being informed by the Hearing. 
Mr. Sollicitor was againſt petitioning for Stay of 
Judgment; and obſerved, That there was no Pre- 
cedent when one Commiſſion and Court had heard 
Allegations, that another ſhould interpoſe them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves to ſtop Judgment. ——Laſtly, Sir Robert An. 3. James I, 
Litton told the Houſe, That the Intereſt the Par- #1605. 
. liament had in this Aﬀair, made them no compe- 
tent Judges of it. Upon the whole, the 
Queſtion was put, Whether to petition the King 
that Judgment might be ſtayed after Trial? It was 
reſolved in the Negative. 
However, to do ſomething in the Matter, the 
Commons framed, read and paſled a Bill, and ſent 
it up to the Houſe of Lords, on the 25th of Ja- 
nuaty, intitled, An AR for appointing a Thankſgiy- Act for an an- 
ing to Almighty God, every Year, on the 5th of 
November. Ihe Meſſengers which brought this — , 
Bill up to the Lords told them, That the whole 
* Body of the Commons, having entered into Con- 
ſideration of the great Bleſſing of God, in the 
happy Preſervation of his Majeſty and the State, 
from the late moſt dangerous Treaſon, intended 
to have been attempted, by the Inftigation of 
Teſuits, Seminaries, and Romiſb Prieſts; had fra- 
med and paſſed the ſaid Bill, in their Houſe, as 
the Firſt- Fruits of their Labours, in this Seſſion 
* of Parliament ; which they did, very earneſtly, 
recommend to their Lordſhips.* The Lords re- 
turned the Compliment, by reading and paſſing the 
Bill in three Days, without ever going into a Com- 
mittee about it. And this Act ſtands the firſt in F 
the printed Statutes of this Seſſion of Parliament. 
Both Houſes paſſed another Bill for the Attain- For attainting 
der of the Offenders in the late Treaſon, whoſe the Plotters ; 
Names are too inconſiderable for this Hiſtory, and 
may be ſeen in the Act itſelf ; The Lords next pro- 
ceeded to conſider the Motion made by the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, on the fitſt Day of this 
Seſſion, concerning the Laws already in Force 
againſt Papiſis, &c. And accordingly, we find 
that February 1ſt, he made a Report to the Houſe 
of what had been done in that Committeez and 
then preſented a ſhort Note, containing the Heads 
of the faid Laws now in Being. 
The next Day, the Lords being informed that 
the Commons were upon a Bill to the ſame Pur- 
Vor. V. K poſe, 


* 


146 The Parliamentary Hisrokr 


An. 3. James J. poſe, and that they were ready to bring it up to 

160% their Houſe; they ſent a Meſſage to them, to de- 

fire a Conference. This Propoſal was accepted of; 

and ſeveral Meetings of the Committees of both 

Houſes were had about it; the Reſult of all was, 

And another a- the paſſing two new Acts, one intitled, An Act for 

zainſt Popiſh Re- diſcovering and repreſſing of Popiſh Recuſants ; and 

* the other called, An A to prevent and avoid Dan- 

gers which may grow by Popiſh Recuſants. Theſe 

Statutes, which are yet in Force, are io well known, 
that they need no farther Explanation (x). 

We have ſome Notice given us in the Journals 
of the Upper Houſe, of a Supply to be granted 
this Seſſion ; by a Meſſage ſent from the Commons 
to the Lords, on the 12th of February ; import- 
ing, That they had received Signification, with 
much Joy, by their Speaker, of his Majeſty's 

cious Acceptation of their humble Offer, in 
A Bill from the Matter of Subſidies; and withall that his Majeſty is 
Commons, rela- well pleaſed that Conſide ration may be had of the 
ang to Furve - Grievances ariſing by Purveyance. They therefore 

g propoſed a Conference, by Committees of both 
Houſes, to conſider of theſe two „ - Paraggarl 

T his Requeſt was aſſented to by the Lords, and 
a Time appointed for the Conference: But, we 
hear no more of the Supply till near the End of 
this Seſſion. The other Buſineſs concerning the 
King's Purveyors, was an antient Branch of the 
Royal Prerogative ; and therefore was to be tender- 
ly dealt with: Many Conſerences were held about 
it, between the two Houſes; at laſt a Bill was paſ- 
fed by the Commons, and ſent up, intitled, An Ae 
for the better Execution of ſundry Statutes touching 
Purveyers and Cart-Takers. On the ſecond Read- 
ing of which by the Lords, it was committed ; but, 
on a Motion of the Lord Treaſurer, it was agreed, 
by that Houſe, * That the Judges and the King's 
learned Council, who were ordered to attend the 
Committee, ſhould conſider before-hand of the 
faid Bill of Purveyors, for the better Information 


of their Lordſhips at the Meeting of the Com- 
mittee,” 


(] Statutes at large, An, 3. Jar, I, Cap. IV, v. 


-. 
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mittee.” April the 10th, the Archbiſhop of Can- an, 3. fanes 1, 


terbury reported from thence, thatthe Attotney Ge- 
neral had made it appear to the Committee; that the 
Bill was very defective and inconvenient; where- 
upon it was agreed to proceed no farther therein. 
But, we find that the Commons were not wil- 


1605. 


ling to let the Matter drop ſo eaſily; for before this — _ 


p'd by the 


Seſſion was ended, they had prepared a new Bill to Lords, they ſend 


another to the 


the ſame Purpoſe as the former, which paſſed their fine Purpott. 


Houſe and was ſent up to the Lords. Upon this, 
along Debate enſued, and the Queſtion being put, 


Whether the ſaid ſecond Bill might, by Order of 


the Houſe, be admitted, the former having been re- 
jected? It was carried in the Negative; and a Me- 
morandum was entered by Order of the Lords, as 
a general Direction, for the future, 


The Buſineſs of a Supply was moved for in the proceedings on 
Houſe of Commons February roth, by Sir Thomas the Supply. 


Ridgeway ; the broken Hints of whoſe Speech, in 
their Journals, may be thus connected. He 
much exaggerated the Bleſſings they enjoyed un- 
der the preſent Governments and yet the King 
had been at great Charge to ſuſtain it. For though, 
ſays he, we have Pacem externam & internam ; 
yet, the Funeral of. the late Queen, the Entrance 
of his preſent Majeſty into this Kingdom, with 
that of the Queen and Prince, all at different 
Times; the Entertainment of foreign Embaſla- 
dors; the Maſs of Treaſure which had been 
exhauſted in Ireland; her Majeſty's Lying - in; the 
great Charge of the Houſhoid ; with the Largeſſes, 
or Rewards, which had been beſtowed on particu- 
lar Perſons, of both Nations, had much impove- 
riſhed the King's Treaſury (). The Common- 
Wealth was obliged to lighten this Burden; as 


Meſes ſaid, How can he alone bear their Strifes and 


K 2 In- 


(y) The different Sums of theſe Expences are thus given us, in 
— Fournals, wiz. 8 
The late Queen's Debts, — —— 400, ocol. 
The King, Queen, and Prince's Entrance, — 10, oool. 
The late Queen's Funeral, , ——- -——— 20,000, 
Coronation of the King and Queen, — 20,0001, 
Gifts to Embaſſadors, &.? — 40,oc00l; 


Expences in Ireland for wn i — 450,0001, 


An. 3. James I. 
1605. 
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Intumbrances, &c.. Laſtly, he added, That what- 
ever the Offer was from his Subjects, the King 
would ſay fufficit to it; and therefore moved that 
a Committee might be immediately appointed to 
draw up a Bill for a Supply.“ 

This Motion was ſeconded by Sir Maurice 


Berkley ; and, afterwards by Sir Edward Montague, 


* 


who begun with urging two Duties: Fear God 
and honour the King. That we owe him Love, 
Reverence, Obedience, and T hankfulneſs for his 
Truth and Juſtice. That the Freedom of the 
Gift ovght to be equal to the Greatneſs of the 
Givers; and that it ſhould be ſpeedy and chearful. 
Laſtly, his Motion was for two Sw#/idies and four 
Fifteenths; two of which were to be paid at Eaſter, 
and a Subſidy at Michaelmas. Mr. Bond began 
with enumerating the many Benefits they reaped 
by his Majeſty's Reign. That of a weak, feeble 
and breathleſs State, it was become the moſt opu- 
lent, rich and mighty Empire of any in Chriften- 
dom. "That we owed Animam Dev, Corpus Regi, 
who was non Subſedium tantum fed Prefidium, in 
Time of Peace. That they ought to fill the 
King's Coffers firſt, and make him Fidus Depoſi- 
torius. — Sir William Strowd, Sir Henry Poole, 
and Sir Nathaniel Bacon, ſpoke for a Supply; the 
laſt urged that ſome Conſiderations ought to be 
had in the Fifteenths; fewer of theſe and more 
Subſidies granted, becauſe Subſidies were leſs in 
Value than formerly. — Sir Francis Haſtings ſaid, 
T hat they ought to offer Love for Love. There- 
fore he was for two Sub/idies and four Fifteenths. 
Amer Civium Regi inexpugnabile Munimentum. 
That Peace was not hereditary ; and we ougkt to 
provide before-hand. The Strength of the King's 
Hands was the Hearts of his People. Ad omnem 
Eventum, to give; and that Qui cito dat, bis dat. 
There are more ſhort Hints of Arguments uſed 
for granting a Supply, by ſeveral other Members ; 
in which there were only two, Sir George Moore, 
and Sir Edwin Sandys, that were for moderating 
the firſt Propoſal, The former ſaid, That citra 
, 1 
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et ultra, there were Bounds in all Things: Malus An. 3. James I. 


Miles gui Imperatorem ſuum gemens ſequitur The 
other, urged this Adage, Largire de te, Fili; give 
. of your own, Son ; the Poverty of the Land ought 
to be conſidered, and as much eaſed as may be. — 
Upon the whole a grand Committee was reſolved 
on, and appointed to conſider of a Pill for a Sup- 
ply, and whether it ſhuuld be for two Sub/idies and 
four Fifteenths, or not. 

The next Day, February 11th, the Speaker 
informed the Houſe, < That he had been ſent for 
© to the King, who told him that he had been 


made acquainted with the Proceeding of the 


* Houſe in regard to the Supply; and takes more 
Joy in the — than if the Value of ten 
* Times as much had fallen unto him by any other 
© Accident. That the King had three Cauſes for 
© his Acceptance of it. 1. Becauſe it is done out 
© of Love, and without Demand. 2. For the 
Concurrence in Speech, and Votes amongſt them; 
© in eodem Senſu ; alike Thanks for both. A Diſ- 
* may to the Oppoſites. 3. For, that it was 
* done in a more ſpeedy Manner than ever hereto- 
* fore. That he would charge and change the 
Property of his own Eſtate; and would expoſe 
© his Perſon to Danger for their Good. That no 
Man was more ſenſible of it, either in that Houſe 
or in the Common- Wealth ; and, laſtly, defired 
that a Committee might he named to make De- 
* mands and Propoſitions.” But more of this in 
the Sequel. 


Some Eccleſiaſtical Affairs happened in this Seſ- The King's Me 


ſion worth our Notice, April the Firſt, the Arch- ſage relating to 
Abuſes in Ex- 


communication. 


biſhop of Canterbury acquainted the Lords, That 
his Majeſty had given him Direction to let them 
underſtand he was informed of great Abuſes con- 
cerning Excommunication, granted by Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Officers, very often upon trivial Matters. And 
tho* Contempts generally, of great or leſs Quality, 
be puniſhable by the Laws of the Realm, accord- 
ing to their ſeveral Natures ; yet, conſidering Ex- 
communication is the greateſt Cenſure that can be 

K 3 given 


1605. 


The 
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| An. 3. James I. given, his Majeſty holds the fame unfit to be uſed 


5 - but in great Matters. Therefore, altho' his Majeſty 
doth deſire that. the ſaid Juriſdiftion Ecclefiaſtical 
may be maintained and upholden, in all Reſpects, 
as is fit: yet, to rerhedy this Inconvenience, it 
was his Majeſty's Defire that a Bill might be framed 
for that Purpoſe.” The Houſe immediately order'd 
that ſome of the Judges, and learned Civilians, 
ſhould attend the Archbiſhop, to conſider of a Pro- 
ject for drawing a Bill concerning the ſaid Matter 
of Excommunication. 

It is not unlikely but the Archbiſhop was in- 
form'd, that the Houſe of Commons, who were 
always ready to clip the Wings of the Church, 
were, at the ſame Time, upon the like Project; 
and therefore was not willing that the Honour of 
this Reformation ſhould reſt upon that Houſe. 
For we find, that April the 5th, a Meſſage was 
ſent by that Body, to the Lords, to deſire a Con- 
ference with them touching Matters Eccleſiaſtical. 
The Anſwer was, © That altho' the Lords were 

won willing to grant their Requeſt, yet, for that their 


Reformation in Propoſition was very general, they deſired to know 
Eccleſiaſtical the Particulars of it, that they might be the better 
Matters, prepared for the Conference. On which the Com- 


mons returned Anſwer, That the Cauſes whereon 
they defired Conference were four, viz. 
1. The Silencing of Miniſters. 

2. The Multiplicity of Ecclefiaſtical Com- 

_ miſſions. 

3. The Manner of Citations. And 

4. The Point of Excommunication.” 

Hereupon, a great Debate ariſing, whether they 

ſhould agree to ſuch a Conference, or not? The 
farther Reſolution therein was deferred till the 
next Day. 
The old Topic of Prerogative Royal, which 
this King was as zealous to maintain as any of his 
Predeceſſors, was ſurely the Reaſon why this Buſi- 
neſs moved ſo ſlowly in the Houſe of Lords. The 
Commons, who were ever jealous of the Ecclehaſ- 
tics, therefore preſſed this Conference ſtrongly. At 


aſt, 
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laſt, on the 8th of April, an Anſwer was ſent to an, 3. James !. 


the Commons, importing, That the Lords, hav- 
ing deliberately confidered of the Commons Meſ- 
ſage about a Conference on the four Eccleſiaſtical 
Points they ſent them, had agreed to the ſame and 
appointed a Committee accordingly.” Anſwer was 
immediately returned from the Lower Houſe, 
That they gave moſt hearty Thanks to their 
Lordſhips, for having, with ſuch Alacrity, figni- 
fied their Conſent for this Conference; and that 
they would moſt readily join with them, and im- 
part the Grievances occurring in theſe Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Matters. But that they cannot give a Meeting, 
either of this Day or the next; becauſe they had 
appointed other ſpecial Bufineſs on thoſe Days, for 
his Majeſty's Service, which was to go upon the Bill 
"of Sutfidy, and a Call of their Houſe. Whereupon 
the 14th of April was appointed forahat Purpole.” 

The ſame Day that the former Reſolution was 
taken, the Lord Chancellor delivered a Meſſage 
from the King to this Effect; That his Majeſty 
© having received Knowledge of the diſcreet and 
© reſpectful Proceedings of their Lordſhips, con- 
cerning the Conference required by the other 
Houſe, touching Matters E cclefiaſticg!, had com- 
manded him to ſignify to them his moſt gracious 


Acknowledgment of his Love and good Will, 
to all the Lords in general, for their Regard to 
his Prerogative. And therein, as well thoſe 
who were willing to yield to the Conference, as 
thoſe that were againſt it. For that his Majeſty 
did obſerve on either Part, Arguments of equal 
Love and Duty towards him, for the Preſerva- 
tion of the ſaid Prerogative ; of which he would 
ever retain a grateful Remembrance.” 

The Buſineſs of the Conference between both 
Houſes was now proceeded in. Accordingly, on 
the 17th of April, the Archbiſhop acquainted the 
Houſe that ſeveral Biſhops had been choſen to ma- 
nage that Conference; of whom, 1. Touching 
the Silencing of Miniſters, was to be {poken to by 
him-· 


a a a m a>. ͥ%0ͥůi d 0. 6... 


Acceptance of the ſame. With Thanks and 


7 


1608. 


* 


An. 3. James I. 
1605. 
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himſelf. 2. Concerning the Multiplicity of Commiſ- 
ſions, by the Biſhops of / incheſter (⁊) and Exeter ſ(a) 
3. Touching Citations, by the Biſhops of Bath 
and Wells, (b) Carliſie, (c) and EH. (d) 4. And Ex- 
communication, by the Biſhops of St. David's, (e) 
and Hereford. (/ Liberty was allo reſerved for the 
Archbiſhop to ſpeak to any Points as he thought 
fit, as well as to that allotted to him. Where- 
upon, the Houſe came to a Reſolution that ſome 
Anſwer ſhould be made to the Commons as that 
Day, but it was not intended or expected that they 
ſhould be informed whether the Lords would join 
or not join in a Petition with the Lower Houſe ; 
but only that the Biſhops ſhould ſpeak to the four 
Points, and leave the other, of Petition, to be 
determined by the whole Houſe, with Reſerve, 
ſtill of Reply to any of the Points aforeſaid. 

This cautious Proceedirg of the Lords ſhews 
plainly how unwilling they were to touch upon 
the Royal Preregative, in Eccleſiaſtical Matters; 
which the late Queen always guarded with her 
utmoſt Care and Circumſpection. We are left 
in the Dark az to what was done or faid at 
theſe Conferences, which were ſeveral ; only, 
that the Biſh who were Managers, made their 
Report to the Houſe, that they had debated the 
tour Points; and the whole Retult was, that a Bill 
was brought in and paſſed into a Law, touching a 
Reitraint of Excommunications in Ecclefiaſtical 
Courts. — This bad been propos'd by the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury to the Lords, at the King's 
Deſice, as before taken Notice of: But as to the 
other three Points of Reformation, on which the 
Commons had delir'd a Conterence, Nothing was 
done about thei. , 

Tho' the Matter of Sahiidies hath been once or 
twic: mentioned already, in the Proceedings of this 
Selllon, i: was not till the 15th of Hay, that a 


Bill 
(S) Thomas Briton, (4) Martin Heton, 
(a) William Cotton. (e) Anthony Rudd. 
(5) Jobs Still. (f) Robert Bennet, 


(5) Henry Rebinſon, Le Neve, 
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Bill was ſent up from the Commons for a Grant An. 3. James I. 
of three entire Subſidies and fix Fifteenths from the 1665. 
Temporalty; at the ſame Time was returned as 
paſſed, another Bill for a Confirmation of four Subſ- 
dies of four Shillings in the Pound from the Clergy. 
The former Bill paſſed the Lords in two Days ; but 
mov'd very heavily through the Commons; part! 
owing to the Diſappointment they had met wit 
from the Lords in the Matter of Conference ; and 

attly, as may be ſuppos'd, on account of the | 
Weizht of the Grant, The Reader may call to | 
Mind, the firſt Propoſal was only for two Subſidies 
and four Fifteenths ; but, on the 25th of March, 
the Speaker (after delivering a Meſſage from the 
King to the Houſe, how kindly he took that Offer, 
looking upon it as a great Argument of their Love 
to him,) made a Motion, Whether any more ſhould 
be given? And it was reſolved in the Affirmative. 
The Speaker told the Houſe, * That his Majeſty 
bid them call to Mind, that in the late Queen's 
Time many great Aids were given; and that 
ſhe was never driven to break her Word but once. 
That he had lately ſeveral Loans freely made 
him, for which he ſtands engaged; and there- 
fore defired that the Money might be paid in ſuch 
Time that his Promiſe may be kept.” 

On this, a long Debate enſued in the Houſe. pete on the 

The Courtiers argued that the King's Debts were to $ubgey. 
the Value of 500, oool. a preſſing Debt; and that 
the whole Sum of their former Gift amounted to no 
more than 400,000/, That the firſt Payments of 
the Subſidies ought to be quick, in order to anſwer 
the Neceſſities of the State. Necgſarium Benęſicium, 
lente datum, fimile eff Pam Lapideſo. Not to 
loſe the Thanks of their Gift by the Difference of 
a few Months in the Payment. That three or 
four hundred Horſe coſt maintaining as much as 


three or four Subſidies come to; reckoning each 
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Horſe 30 l. and each Horſeman 405. With more 
to the ſame Purpoſe. 


The Arguments uſed againſt granting ſo much 
were but tew ; one ſaid, 1 here was never an Ex- 
ample 
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An. 3. James], ample of two Sub/idies in Time of Peace. To 
1605, which it was anſwered, That theſe were Subſidies of 
War, for the late Queen's Debts were for War; 
therefore what was granted now was for War. 
Upon the whole, the Houſe divided on the Times 
of Payment, and it was carried by 121 againſt 113, 
for the firſt three Payments to be made in two 
Years. 
April the 12th, a Bill for granting of three entire 
Subſidies and fix Fifteenths, was read a firſt Time 
by the Commons. It laid a good while after this; 
and, in the mean Time, all Manner of Grievances 
was diligently ſought for to be firſt redreſſed; inſo- 
much that the King faid, They had ſent an Oyes 
thro' the Nation to "are them. On the third Read- 
ing, May gth, a Debate aroſe, begun by Sir An- 
thony Cope, Whether the Liſt of Grievances ought 
not to be firſt read? And a Capitulation with the 
King about them. A ſpecial Order was alſo en- 
tered, That the Subſidy-Bill ſhould not go up till the 
Grievances were ready to be preſented to the King. 
Much Diſpute, ſay the Fournals, was, whether a 
Queſtion ſhould be made for the Reading of the 
Subſidy-Bill; but thought to be without Precedent 
and a very tender Queſtion ; therefore forborn ; 
and, the Houſe being at laſt ſati-fied in reſpect to 
the prior Order, the Bill was read a third Time and 
paſſed. On the 15th, it was ſent up to the Lords 
by Mr. Secretary Herbert, attended by every Mem- 
ber of the Houſe, not one Man left but the Speaker, 
Clerk and Serjeant.— A Thing, adds the Jour- 
nal, never ſeen before. The Bill was quickly diſ- 
patched in the Houſe of Lords, being paſſed there, 
as is before mentioned, in two Days. 
The Buſineſs of the Union betwixt the two 
The Union re- Kingdoms was again reſum'd in this Seſſion of 
ſum' d. Parliament. The Houſe of Lords, by their Com- 
| mittee, had ſeveral Conferences with the other Houſe 
about it. It was firſt of all debated whether it 
ſhould be deferred till next Seſſion; ſo little Sto- 
mach had an Eugliſb Parliament to this Affair. At 
laſt, a Bill was framed aud brought in, entituled, 


Ar 
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made in the firſt Seſſion of this Parliament, called, 
An Ad for certain Commiſſioners of the Realm of 
England to treat with the Commiſſioners of Scotland, 
for the Weal of both Kingdoms ; which paſſed both 
Houſes, but to as little Purpoſe as the former. 
This Seſſion of Parliament laſted to the 27th 
Day of May, and a Multiplicity of Buſineſs was 
done in it. There were above one hundred Bills 
brought into both Houſes; as appears by a Cata- 
e of them, in the Lords Fournals, at the End 
of this Seſſion. Many of them alſo paſſed into 
Laws, tho' there are but twenty-ſeven publiſhed 
in the printed Statutes. The moſt remarkable 
Acts we have already ſpoke of; and, on the Day 
abovementioned, the King came to the Houſe of 
Lords, in the Afternoon, when the Speaker of the 
Commons, attended by that whole Houſe, came 
up to the Bar. And, on preſenting the Money- 
Bills, he made a Speech to the King to this Effect 3 
for there are only theſe ſhort Items of it to be found 
in the Fournals. | 
Firſt, * He beſtowed great Praiſes and Commen- 
« dations on his Majeſty, with Thanks to God for 
* the Happineſs the State enjoyed by giving them 
* ſo gracious a King. He alſo returned Thanks 
to his Majeſty for all his gracious Benefits, and 
particularly, for his laſt Act for a free and gene- 
ral Pardon. Withall making his humble Requeſt 


* to the King, that he would be pleaſed to give rue 
© his Royal Aſſent to the Acts ready for that Pur- Speech, and 
* poſe. Alſo, that he would pardon them, and King's Anſwer, 


1605, 


Acts paſs'd. 


er's 


* himſelf, in any thing they had unwillingly and 7? preſenting 


* unwittingly offended.” The King made Anſwer 
himſelf, by ſome ſhort Compliments on their Pro- 
ceedings in this Seſſion; and ſaid, He had no Ex- 
ceptions to any of the Bills but one. And, as a 
ſpecial Mark of Grace and Favour would paſs 
them all, though it was a Matter, in former Times, 
very unuſual to do it. (a) Only he gave them 

Admo- 


) The late refuſed the Aſſ 8 Bills paſs'd 
rr 


the Subfidy Bill, 


An, 3. Jimes I. 
1605. 


| The Parliament 
prorogued, 


The Powder 
Plotcrs executed. 


* 
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Admonition about one Act, for a Reſtitution in 
Blood of one Rowland Merrick ; that they never 
ſhould proceed in Parliament with any ſuch like 
AR of Reſtitution, till the ſame was firſt ſigned 
by the King, and that then it ought to begin in 
the Higher Houſe; of which his Majeſty Jefired 
them to make a Memorial. After this, the Lord 
Chancellor, by Command, in another ſhort Speech, 
prorogued this Parliament to the 18th Day of No- 
vember following. (b) | 
Thus this Seſſion, which began in the great- 
eſt Terror and Conſternation, ended in perfect 
Peace and Tranquillity. Though during the fit- 
ting of it, another Rumour had been ſpread, that 
the King had been ſtabb'd with a poiſoned Knife, 
as he was hunting near Windſor. The Continuator 
of Stoss Chronicle tells us, (c) © That when this 
terrible Rumour was brought to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, the Members of it were in the utmoſt Con- 
ſternation. T he firſt Reports were various; ſome 
ſaid the King was ſtabb'd, others ſmothered in his 
Bed, or ſhot with a Piſtol as he was riding. At 
the Hearing of which ſad News, the whole Houſe 
began ſeriouſly to debate what was beſt to be done, 
Some were for riſing immediately, for Fear of a 
Surprize upon themſelves, ſome one Way ſome an- 
other; till, at laſt, it was agreed they ſhould 
fir ſtill, in their accuſtomed Manner; leſt their 
ſudden Riſing ſhould add more Terror both to 
Court, City, and Country : Continually ſending 
out Meflengers to the Lords of the Council for 
News. After two Hours waiting, in this dreadful 
Situation, poſitive Advice came that the King was 
in perſect Health and Safety, and that he would be 
at M hiteball in the Aiternoon. Thus this Affair 
blew over, and the Fallacy of it had no other Ef- 
fect than to haſten the Executions of the Perſons 
taken 


(6) In this laſt Seſſion of Parliament, an Act was firft piſſed for 
carrying a Stream of freſh Water to the Nurth Parts of the City of 
London, now called the New-River. Water. 

(c) Stowws's Chronicle, p. 882. 
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taken and condemned for the Pocoder-Plot. For An. 3. James J. 
the Diſcovery of which, the King beſtowed on 1663. 
the Lord Monteagle, zool. per Annum, in Fee- 

Farm- Rents, to him and his Heirs for ever; and 

500l. Annuity, for his Life, as a Reward for that 

good Service. (d) 


* 8 

The Parliament met again, exactly, on the 

Day appointed by the laſt Prorogation; nothing 

material happening to the State in the Interval. 

This Seſſion was opened by a Speech from the 

King, which is preſerved in the Fournzals of the 
Commons, being thus introduced 


After ſome Speech uſed by the Lord Chancellor, 
touching the King's Preſence, at that Time, being 
not uſual: — The Manner of the Loan expected 
to be repaid :—- The Matter of Grievances pre- 
ſented by the Commons in the preceding Seſſion 
of Parliament : — His Highneſs began to ſpeak 
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to this Effect: 
g FOVE Principium : About this Time twelve- The King's 
c month were we, that be now here aflembled, SP**<Þ at open- 


* aſſembled alſo in this Place, to give Thanks r 


* God for the great Deliverance, not of myſelf, but 1606. 
© of you all, and of all the Body of the State, from At Weſtminſter, 
© that Treaſon, which was moſt terribly intended 
© againſt us all; for which we are bound for ever to 
de thankful to God. 

And then proceeded, and ſaid : 

That all Propoſitions, made in Parliament, were 
© made in two Sorts ; either by the King to his Sub- 
© jects, or by the Subjects to the King. That in the 
© laſt Seſſions were Propoſitions of both Sorts ; both 
* concerning Matters of Government of the Com- 
* monwealth, proceeding from the King, and Mat- 
© ters of Grievance of the Commonwealth, which 
* proceeded from the Subjects: And that himſelf 
* would not be accounted one of thoſe Kings, that 
* would prefer any Propoſitions of his own * 

2 


(d) Wilſon in Kennet, p. 676 ,—m—This Lord Menteagie 
was a Fapiſ. | 
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An. . James I. * the Peoples juſt Complaints; not one of thoſes 
1606. 


© that would not reform any ancient Grievances, 
© before he would propoſe any new Conſultations. 
© For the Grievances themſelves, he faid, they were 
© collefted with more Induſtry, than lawful or duti- 
© ful Diligence ; yet the Form, wherein they were 
© penned, and wherewith they were preſented, was 
© ſo full of Diſcretion and Moderation, that he was 
*loth_his Anſwer . ſhould ſmell of the Spirit of 
© Roboam.” | 

© But for the Matters of Grievance, they were 
© ſuch, as, if they were unlawful, ought to be re- 
© formed ; or, if they were lawful, and yet unlaw- 
© fully uſed, and abuſed in Execution, the Abuſe 
© was to be reformed ; or, if they were doubtful in 
© Law, were fit to be referred to Trial and Judg- 
© ment : Which Order and Diſtinction he had ob- 
© ſerved in all his Anſwers and Reſolutions to every 
© one of the ſeveral Grievances. Whereupon he 
© obſerved, that it was not convenient for a Parlia- 
© ment to preſent any, but apparent, publick, and 
© juſt Cauſes of Grief ; though his own Nature and 
Mind were ever prepared to relieve any private 
« Complaint of any private Man, that might appear 
©to be juſt.” 

But there is in Parliament (as there is in all 
© Multitudes) Diverſities of Spirits, as there was a- 
© mongſt the very Apoſtles themſelves ; and that 
© ſome of them were more popular, than profitable, 
b either for that Council, or for the Commonwealth; 

© and that there were ſome Tribunes of the People, 
© whoſe Mouths could not be ſtopped, either from 
the Matters of the Puritans, or of the Purvey- 
* ance. But for himſelf, he would never make a 
© Separation of the Peoples Will, and the Will of 
* the King ; and as for them, that would make any 
« Sciſſure or Rupture, either of the Church, or of 
£ the Commonwealth, and therein were fuch Schiſ- 
© maticks. he ever efteemed Schiſmaticks and Here- 
© ticks ſubject to the ſame Curſe.” 

© But for his Part, he wondered, how the Griev- 
*ance of the Purveyance ſhould extend ſo 9 bs 
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© Borders; and profeſſed, that all his Stud and An, 4. James I, 


1606. 


Care had continually been, to aboliſh this Griev- 
dance of Purveyance. Then he faid, he would 
make one Admonition unto the Lower- Houſe of 
Parliament; viz. That they ought to enter into a 
© double Confideration of themſelves : One, as they 
were Subjects in general; another, as they were 
* ſpecially called to be Counſellors of the Kingdom; 
© and that the Thought of the one muſt not make 
them forget the Conſideration of the other. That 
* © the Parliament was not ſo perpetual, but that they, 
© being Subjects, were ſubject to an Account, as 
© Kings themſelves were; who, though they be 
© exempt from any Cenſure, or Correction, upon 
© the Earth, yet, aſter the Expiration of their Reigns 
© and their Lives, muſt yield an Account to the 
© eternal King: And therefore admoniſhed them, 
© to beware, that they were not like Carus, the Son 
© of Daedalus; that ſoared ſo near the Sun with his 
Wings of Wax, that his Wax melted, and his 
Wings failed, and down he fell : And therefore he 
© would conclude, with Neptune in Virgil, Sed 
© Motos præſtat componere Fluttus ; and wiſhed, that 
© they would know him, and obſerve him ; and if 
« that any ſuch Plebeian Tribunes ſhould incur any 
« Offence, or commit any ſuch Error, they would 
© correct them for it; and judge themſelves (as St. 
© Paul ſaith) that they be not judged ; and that the 
© whole Body receive not a Wound by one ill Mem- 
© ber thereof.” 
© But the greateſt and weightieſt Matter of all is 
this Matter of the Union; wherein (he faid) the 
© Goodneſs of the Matter muſt ſupply his Want of 
© Premeditation 3 for that, which he ſhould fay, 
© muſt proceed out of ſome Inſpiration, becauſe he 
© had ſo ſmall a Time of Reſpiration to confider 
© it; but that Gold did not need to be guilded, 
© nor precious Stones any Ornament. He purpoſed 
© no more, but to repreſent an Idea of the Incep- 
« tion and Perfection of all he required in this Matter 
© of Union ; wherein he would firſt anſwer all 
« Objections, that, by Men of humorous or * 
6 inds 
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Minds, were oppoſed againſt this Union: Secondly, 
1 2 1 he would ſhew the Motive of his Deſire: Thirdly: 
© the principal Heads of his Defire : And laſtly, 
© the End and Effect, the Fruit and Benefit of 
© this Union.” | 
* The firſt Objection is, that there is no Neceſſity 
© of an Union; and that therefore it is but ſuperfluous: 
© Whereunto be anſwered, and confeſſed, there is 
© no Neceſlity to make an Union, for it is already 
© made ; but to knit and bind it, that it do not 
: © break into Flaws and into Cracks, as a Contract 
N © is neceſſary unto Marriage: And that this Union 
as neceſlary, not ad e//e, but ad bene eſſe; not 
© to the very Effence, but to the firm Continuance 
© of this Union and Marriage of both theſe King» 
© doms; whereof the Creation or Conſtitution was 
not now required, but rather a Declaration and 
Confirmation. | 
The ſecond Object ion is a ſcornful Objection; 
© that it is not ſo rich, or ſo wealthy, or ſo potent 
© a Kingdom; but that the People are more impo- 
* tent, and more poor: Whereunto (though it were 
© ſuch an Objection, as were more fit to be an- 
* ſwered * Fuftbus quam Rationibus) he would an- 
* {wer them, that it was not his Purpoſe to de- 
* prive England of it's Laws, nor of Goods, nor of 
Lands; but to lay Scotland ſubject to the Laws; 
© and that, if they were determined, that the poor 
; People of England, or the poor or barren Countries 
: © of England, ſhould be no Part of England; then 
© perhaps there were ſome Cauſe he ſhould be better 
content, that Scotland ſhou'd ſtand ſtill divided and 
| © diſtinguiſhed from England : But if Wales were 
a © admitted to be Parcel of England ; if the Borders, 
© which are now naturally the middle Part of the 
Land; if all the barren Parts of England were 
received as Parcels thereof; he knew no Cauſe, 
* why Scotland, which was not ſo barren or poor, as 
* ſome Parts of them, ſhould not as well be admit- 
© ted to an Union with England: And if the Great- 
© neſs of England be ſo great, what Decreaſe can it 
« ſuſtain by ſuch a Participation? Or if Scotland be 


poor, 
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© poor, what other Cauſe is there thereof, but the 
Want of this Union and Participation with Eng- 
«© land? And when was there ever any King, or 
Kingdom, to whom this Principle of amplianda 
« Dominia was not acceptable and honourable ?? 
But ſome (ſaid he) are ſo ſuſpicious, that they 
dare not truſt the preſent Times, nor the preſent 
King, with this Union; that this King is a partial 
King; he had his Birth there; his Education 
« there; all his Acquaintance, Familiarity, and Con- 
« verſation, during the firſt Part of his Age, hath 
« been there; and therefore it cannot be, but there 
« muſt be Partiality in this King: Wherein (he ſaid) 
© he would pardon them the double Wrong they 
« did both to him and themſelves. For himſelf, he 
« did profeſs, that ſo miraculous an Applauſe, as he 
© received by the general Voice of all this Nation, 


An, 4+ James I 
1606. : 


« at his firſt Entrance, had prevailed as much, and 


had as great a Part of his Heart, as the Place of 
< his Birth; and that, as Education was altera Na- 
« fura, ſo his Refidence and Continuance here was 
« altera Educatio ; and that there was no Reaſon to 
« ſuſpect, that either any Erection of that Nation, 
or any Suppteſſion of this, ſhould be endanger'd by 
« this Union: Therefore, qui habet Aures, audiat ; 
© Jet them that have Ears, hear, and know, that 
« there can no Servitude nor Diminution, but Aug- 
« mentation and Freedom, be brought by this Unio 
« to this Nation.“ 
For the Motive of his Deſire, he acknowledged 
« his Affection to Scotland, wherein he had his Birth 
and Education; and wherein he led the firſt Part of 
his Age; and if he ſhould be unthankful to that 
Kingdom, wherein he had ſpent the firſt Part, 
what might they expect of him in this Kingdom, 
wherein he ſhould ſpend the ſecond and laſt Part 
of his Age: And that therefore he did fo equally 
c eſteem theſe two Kingdoms, betwixt which he 
was ſo equally divided, as two Brothers, and as if 
they had equal Parts of his AﬀeCtions ; and did 
c defire, they ſhould be united and ſubjected both 


to one Rule and to one Law. His ſecond Motive 


Vol. V. L © Was, 


An. 4. James 1. 
1606, : 
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© was, that he knew himſelf to be mortal, as other 
Men are; and that after him there could never be 
any fo equally and ſo amply affected to them both. 
His third Motive was this, that if this Propoſi- 
tion ſhould be diſappointed of it's due Succeſs, 
* being known, as it was, ſo publickly to fo many 
Nations, and the Eye of all the World in Expec- 
tation of the Event; if it fail'd, it would be im- 
© puted either to his Folly, to propoſe it, or to the 
© Obſtinacy of his People, not to approve it. For 
the three Heads of his Defire, he proteſted, he 
< wiſhed himſelf no longer alive, but dead, if his 
© Deſires were not directed to the common Wealth 
* of both Kingdoms; which might appear to all 


© ſuch, as did kindly and naturally examine and try 


© the Reaſons of his Deſire, and did not prefer the 
Fear of future Apprehenſions before preſent Truths: 
And his Defire was no more, but of the ſame Ef- 
* fe, which of himſelf he had Power to accom- 
© pliſh, without the Parliament; not that they 
* ſhould perform it, but that they ſhould concur 
* with him to the Perfection of it.“ | 
For the three Heads, they were but theſe: The 


* firſt every Man would acknowledge, that there 


was now no Cauſe of Hoſtility or War; and 
© therefore no Cauſe but that all Laws and Ordin- 
© ances of Hoſtility might be extinguiſhed. The 
« '{econd was that which every Man muſt acknow- 
edge to be commodious, and that which all Na- 
tions in Amity and Peace, though foreign, and 
« ſubject to ſeveral Dominions, did admit and em- 
« brace, Freedom of Commerce and T raftick. The 
third is but that his Subjects may be adjudged to 
be his Subjects; and that thoſe, that were born 
© his Subjects, beſore he was King of England, may 
© have this Benefit, to be eſteemed his Subjects, now 


© he is King: And fince there is no Cauſe to ac- 


« count them Aliens, but becauſe they were born - 
under his Dominions, before he was King here; 
now that he is King, may be privileged, as thoſe 
that are born under him, being their King. As 
for Scotland itſelf (whereof was once _— an 

Ob- 
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Odjection) it is content to embrace this Union. 
And therefore now let that, which hath been 
* ſought ſo much, and ſo long, and ſo often, by 
Blood, and Fire, and by the Sword, now it is 
brought and wrought by the Hand of God, be 
embraced and received with an Hallelujah ; and 
let it be as Wales was, and as all the Heptarchy 
was, united to England, as the Principal ; and let 


Kingdom. And fince the Crown, and the 
Scepter, Juſtice, and Law, and all, is reſident 
and repoſed here; there can be no Fear to 
this Nation, but that they ſhall for ever continue 
continual Friends, and ſhall ever acknowledge 
one Church, and one King ; and be joined in a 
perpetual Marriage, for the Peace and Proſperity 
— both Nations, and for the Honour of theit 
ing.” 

And fo concluded, that ſithence Union was 
the very Eſſence of Divinity, and the Staff of all 
States; was the Bond of Marriage, the Strength 
of Families, the Increaſe of Kingdoms, and the 
Kiſs of Enemies; let us all embrace it, that we 
may all enjoy it. And as the laſt Seſſion made 
Proviſion for the State, and the Regiment, and 
the Policy of this Kingdom; let this, though 
the Labour be faſchious and troubleſome, pro- 
vide for the Amplitude and the Union of both 
Kingdoms, to the Glory of God, and the 
Honour of the King.“ 


%% ._ a > aA Es. 


* 


The Affair of the Union being thus warmly 
preſſed by the King; it was purſued with great Vi- 
gour in both Houſes, throughout the whole Courſe 
of this Seſſion. The Houſe of Lords began with 
it on the ſecond Day of their Meeting; when, an 
Inſtrument for the Union, ready drawn up, by the 
Commiſſioners of both Kingdoms, was produced 

the Lord Chancellor, and read; who, alſo, 
moved that the ſaid Inſtrument might be ſent down 
to the other Houſe : Which was done accordingly ; 
with this Meſſage, * _— the ſaid Inſtrument had 
2 been 


ey 


all at laſt be compounded and united into one 


lings on 
the Union, in 
Purſuance of the 


King's Speech. 


An. «mes 1. 
g +1 s 


The Inſtrument 
of the Union 
read in the Houſe 
of Commons. 


Proceedings 
thereupon. 


— 
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been read in their Houſe ; but, becauſe it concer- 
ned both Houſes, it was fent down to be read 
there, in like Manner; to the End that they might 
be well informed of the Contents before any fur- 
ther Proceedings were made.” 

The -Commons did not return an Anſwer till 
three Days after ; when they acquainted their Lord- 
ſhips, © That the Inſtrument for the Union had 
been read, alſo, in their Houſe, and ſeveral Copies 
taken of it ; and that they now returned it back to 
the Lords, for ſuch further Proceedings as they 
ſhould think fit.” On this the Lords ſent arother 
Meſſage to them, importing, ſome Commenda- 
tions for the Commons peruſing and taking Copies 
of the ſaid Inſtrument; and defiring that another 
Conference might be held by the Commiſſioners of 
both Houſes. The Commons having returned a 
ſatisfactory Anſwer to this laſt Meflage, the Lords 
choſe forty of their Body for a Committee, who 
were appointed to meet with eighty of the other 
Houſe, on the 25th of November, to treat about 
this grand Affair. 

The Inſtrument for the Union was read in the 
Houle of Commons November 21ſt, and is enter- 
ed, at length, in their Jaurnals; but is too tedious 
to be recited. And, we the rather omit it, becauſe 
the Springs and Motions of this grand Machine 
are more ſuccinctly deſcribed in the Lords Journals; 
which, for Brevity's ſake, we ſhall, chiefly follow, 
in the Proceedings of this Seſſion now before us. 

Two Days after the firſt Conference, the Com- 
mons ſent a Meſſage to the Lords, Commending 


the honourable Uſage which the Lords Commiſ- 


ſioners had given to their Committee at the Confe- 
rence. That the Propofition had been conſidered 
of by their Houſe; and ſince they held this Mat- 
ter to be very great and weighty, ſo much, as to 
concern the Conjunction of two Kingdoms, which 
had been long, heretofore, in Enmity ; they in- 
tended to ſettle the Diſpute in four Points, which 
they took to be the Subſtance of the Inſtrument 
for the Union,” Theſe Points wete, 

1, Hoſtile. 
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1. Hoſtile Laws. 


2. Border Laws. 
3. Naturalization. 
4. Commerce. 
© The firſt two, hay ſaid, were Matters beſt fit- 


ting their Lordſhips Knowledge, and properer tor 
the Higher Houſe to diſcuſs; being Affairs. more 
eſpecially, of Policy and State. The other two 
they will take upon themſelves to manage, as 
Things appertaining to the whole Body of the 
Realm, and therefore, fitter for the Lower Houſe 
of Parliament. 

The Anſwer returned by the Lords to this laſt 
Mieſſage of the Commons, on the Day after, was 
to this Effect ; * That their Lordſhips, having con- 
fidered of their Meſſage, did fignify to that Houſe, 
that they thought the Beginning and End of their 
joint Committees, in this Union-Afﬀiir, was to 
inculcate and perfect an Uniformity in Conſulta- 
tion and Debate at their Conferences about it, and 
which occafioned their Lordſhips to defire a Meet- 
ing. But, as yet, they found it had produced no- 
thing but a Meſſage; in which, as their Lordſhips 

tions were not anſwered, confidering with 

what Plainneſs and Freedom they had proceeded, 
ſo they think it improper to receive any Propoſi- 
tions from them, before ſuch Points were jointly 
' ſettled between them by whom they were to be 
handled. For firſt, they ſaid, every Member had 
an Equality of Intereſt, in ing Sb x na rightly 
conſidered. Secondly, Their Lordſhips conceived 
it a kind of Diminution in Capacity of the Low- 
er Houſe, to think that any Thing is too great for 
them, or too little for the Lords: Eſpecially, in 
what concerns every Member of either Houſe, in 
his Perſon, in his Blood and Fortune. Neverthe- 
leſs, although the Lords fill remain diſpoſed as be- 
fore, both for Love and Order, to defire that mu- 
tual Satisſaction which Conferences commonly 
work in Minds well affected; yet, if the Com- 
mons, upon ſecond Thoughts, do ſtill miſlike of 
Conference, their Lordſhips, to loſe no Time, are 
L 3 reſalved 
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An. 4. "uy I. reſolyed to proceed in their own Way without 


them, and leave the Commons to follow their 
Courſe by themſelves.” | 
It is eaſy to ſee, by the Purport of this laſt Meſ- 

ſage, where the Remora was that hindered the Pro- 
greſs of this intended Union, ſo much defired by 
the King. The Lords, as they generally were, 
ſeemed ready to compliment the Court; but the 
Commons were not to be induced, ſo eaſily, to 
conſent to this Innovation. However, they re- 
turned a civil Anſwer to the laſt Meſſage of 
the Lords; importing, That they were ſorry 
their Lordſhips had miſtaken their Meaning, and 
imagined they had refuſed Conference, or had a 
Purpoſe or Meaning to preſcribe and limit the Pro- 
ceedings of that Houſe. They deſired their Lord- 
ſhips to know, that they had no ſuch Intention 6f 
either diminiſhing the Liberty or Capacity of their 
own Houſe, or what is more, the Dignity of the 
Houſe of Lords, But that their Meaning was 
only, to offer that Motion of digeſting and order- 
ing of the four principal Points, as they conceived, 
in the Inſtrument of the Lian; that their Lord- 
ſhips might, if they pleaſed, undertake two of 
them. But now, that they underſtood their Lord- 
ſhips Mind, by the laſt Meſſage, they deſire to let 
them know, that they are willing to enter into 
Conſideration of the whole Body of the Inſtru- 
meat, and debate the ſeveral Matters therein con- 
tained amongſt themſelves, that they may be bet- 
ter prepared for a Conference, which they will 
then be ready to attend; and defire their Lordſhips 
Concurrence with them.“ Anſwer was immedi- 
. ately returned, that the Lords are well ſatisfied 

with the Courſe the Commons had now preſcribed, 
and defire they would proceed in it, as they them- 
ſelves intended, with Expedition. 

The Lords went next upon regulating their own 
Committee as to their Manner of ſpeaking, in the 
Debate, at the Conference. They relaxed ſome 
Rules and Orders uſed in the Houſe; as the Order 


for ſpeaking but once to a Bill, at one * 
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Reading, &c. and left it open to any Lord to ſpeak An. 4. 


and deliver his Mind, upon any Point, as often as 
he ſaw Occaſion. It was allo agreed, tha! all 
the Judges, or ſuch of them as are daily preient in 
the Houſe, ſhall attend the Lords at their Conte- 
rence, from Time to Time; to give their Opi- 
nions in any Point of Law. 


Theſe Preliminaries being ſettled, the Conference 


between the Committees of both Houuſes, on the 
Matter of Union, began; but no clear Account of 
it can be met with in the Journals of either Houſe. 


However, we find it continued till Decemter the 


18th, when the Lords ſent a Meſlzge to the Com- 
mons ſignify ing, That it was his Majeſty** Plea- 
ſure, that both Houſes ſhould adjourn themſelves 
to the 10th Day of February enſuing.” The Lord 
Chancellor made a ſhort Speech to the Lords, 
* That it was his Majeſty's expreſs Command to 
all the Lords, to appear and attend duly at the next 
Meeting. And, whereas ſeveral of them had been 
abſent this Seſſion, by Licence trom his Majeſty, 
either on account of Sickneſs or Buſineſs, his 
Meaning was, that they ſhould give their Atten- 
dance as ſoon as ever their Buſineſs was diſpatched, 
or their Health recovered.” 

The Journal! of the Commons ends this ſhort 
Seſſion, if it may be called one, in this Manner; 


Die Jovis 18? Decembris 1606, 


James L 
1606. 


© Sir John Crook and Mr. Dr. Hone bring this a 
Meſlage from the Lords, That his Majeſty conſi- _ m_ 


dering the great Travel of the Knights, Citizens, 
and Burgeſſes, Committees employed in Matter of 
the Union; and that the ſolemn Feaſt of Chriſten- 
maſs approaching, it were fit that the Gentlemen 
repaired into their ſeveral Countries, to ſolace them- 
ſelves, comfort their Neighbours, and perform other 
Duties in their ſeveral Places: Therefore, his 
Highneſs hath fignified his Pleaſure to be, that this 
Seſhon ſhould be adjourned. And becauſe this Buſi- 
neſs might be no Hindrance to the common Juſtice 
of the Realm, in the Term-Time, his Majeſty's 

Plea- 


An. 4 James I. 
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They meetagain, 
and reſume the 
Confideration of 
the Union, 
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Pleaſure was to adjourn it until the Toth of HF- 
bruary following, being within three Days of the 
End of the Term.“ ; | 

Upon this Meſſage Mr. Speaker adjourned the 
Court according to his Majeſty's ſaid Pleaſure.” 

Note: A Seffion adjourned, upon a Meſſage 
from the Lords fignifying his Majeſty's Pleaſure.” 

Note: The Intermiſſion of Adjournment (ſtill 
continued one and the ſame Seſſion) was one whole 
Month and twenty three Days.“ 


The 10th of February being come, the Parlia- 
ment met again, and the ſame Admonition for 
ſtrit Attendance was given to the Lords, by the 
Chancellor, as he had it in Command from the 


Sire, On the 14th the Lords ſent a Meflage to 
the 


mmons to acquaint them, That they had 
entered into Conſideration of thoſe Things, which 
Had already paſſed in Conference, concerning the 
Union. That the two Points, relating to Hoſlile 
Laws and Commerce, have been handled but not 
perfeted. That the third Point, touching Natu- 
ralixation, remained wholly to be treated of; 
which, being done, both Houſes might better con- 
fider what further Courſe may be taken for framing 
and proceeding in Bills, fit for the Purpoſe. And 
therefore the Lords defire a new Conference on this 
Occafion.* Anſwer was immediately returned by 
the Commons, that they agreed thereto; but, as 
the Point of . Naturalization was not yet touched 


upon, they were not ready to treat about it; and 


therefore defire the Lords to give them farther 
Time. On the 22d of February, the Lords re- 
ceived another Meſſage from them, importing, 
That they were ready to ſpeak to one Part of 


the Point of Naturalization, which was, of fuch 


of the Seth Nation as had been born ſince his 
Majeſty came to the Crown. Accordingly, Fe- 
bruary the 24th was appointed, by the Lords, to 
begin the Conference, and all the Judges ordered 


to attend it. 
| What 
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What we find this Union chiefly ſtuck upon, by 
the Fournals, was the laſt mentioned Point of Na- 
turalization. And, on the very firſt Day of this 
| ſecond Conference, the Judges being required to 
give their Opinion concerning that Particular, ele- 
ven out of twelve of them declared, That ſuch 
of the Scotch, as have been or ſhall be born in Scot- 
land, fince his Majeſty's coming to the Crown, 
were not Aliens; but, are inheritable in this Realm 
by the Law, as it now ſtands in Force, as Native 


Several Reports were made in the Houſe of 
Lords, concerning this Conference, and divers 
Meſſages ſent between the two Houſes about it; 
but none of them of any great Signification until 


An, ames I. 
100. 


the 3d of March. When, a Meſſage was ſent, beten 


from the Commons, in Writing, in Anſwer to 
one the Lords had ſent the Day before, in the ſame 
Manner, to prevent Miſtakes. Importing, That, 
whereas the Meſſage from their Lordſhips was for 
2 further Conference on Naturalization in general ; 
the Commons underſtanding it to mean Naturali- 
zation of the Ante-Nati and Poſt-Nati, and of the 
Conveniency of it, with ſuch Limitations and 
Reſtraints as might be fit for both; they will enter 
into Conſideration of it in ſuch Senſe as they con- 
ceive it, and will prepare themſel ves for Conference 
as ſoon as poſſible.” 

To this the Lords inſtantly replied, © That their 
Meſſage to the Commons was to confer on Natu- 
ralization in general; of which, what Expoſition 
or Interpretation they ſhall make, the Lords do 
leave to their own Judgment and Conceits. That 
their Lordſhips are ready now to confer with them 
on the general Point; and withal, the Lords do 
move them and expect that the Commons will be 
expeditious in the Matter.” 

Affairs now began to grow a little warm between 
the two Houſes, about the Buſineſs of the Union 
which ſhewed the King very plainly, that his 
hopeful Project was in a fair Way of being entire- 
ly quaſhed. The Commons ſent another Meſlage 

tO 


the two Houſes 
concerning the 
Naturalization 


of the Scotch, 
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An. 4- Jmes I. to the Lords, the Day after the laſt mentioned, 
1606. to this Effect; That they had entred into Con- 
ſideration of the Lords Reply to their laſt Anſwer; 
and do perceive that the Conſtruction and Under- 
ſtanding of the Meffage is left to their own Judg- 
ments. Wherein, if their Lordſhips are to treat 
again of the Po- Nati, in what Sort they ſtand in 
Law, the Meſſenger [Sir Edward Hobby] ſaid, he 
was commanded to tell them, that they all knew 
the Commons Opinion and Inclination in that 
Point ; and, fince that Time, they had not ſeen, 
heard, nor underſtood any thing, to the contrary, 
that might ſeem to make them alter their Opinion. 
If, of the Ante-Nati and Conveniency of Natura- 
lization, they hold it to be a Matter of State; and 
ſo it is fitter to have a Beginning in the Upper 
Houſe, who are better acquainted with theſe Af- 
fairs. Yet, notwithſtanding, if the Lords were 
diſpoſed to deal freely with them, give Light and 
lay open themſelves, and make known in what Sort 
they mean to proceed, they will be ready to attend 
the Service. tb 
The Commons Meſſengers were ordered to with- 
draw ; and ſhortly after the Lords returned an An- 
ſwer, by Meſſengers of their own, to this Import. 
* That as the Strength of both Houſes confiſted in 
nothing more, than the Prefervation of the Right 
and Privilege juſtly and properly belonging to 
either; ſo, in that Reſpect, the Lords are very ten- 
der in ſuffering any thing to paſs unanſwered where» 
of there may ariſe the leaſt Miſunderſtanding. 
Therefore, although ſome Words, delivered by 
the Gentleman appointed to ſpeak for the Lower 
Houſe, gave ſome Offence, yet, all their Lordſhips 
did conceive they were only a Lapſus Linguz in 
his own Perſon, to which any Man may be ſub- 
ject: But, being ſpoken at that Time, and by a 
Perſon qualified as their Mouth, the Lords did not 
think it ſafe for them to conceal it from the Com- 
mons; for if it had been otherwiſe taken than the 
Gentleman's private Action, they muſt have uſed 


that Freedom which is neceflary from one Friend 
- to 
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to another, in telling them that they will never Au. 4. 


acknowledge any Man, that fitteth in the Lower 
Houſe, to have the Right arid Title of a Baron of 
Parliament. Though ſome private Gentlemen, that 
ſit as Burgeſſes for Cinque-Ports, may have ſuch an 
Appellation where they reſide: No more could 


they admit the Term of the Commons Court of 


Parliament ; becauſe their whole Houſe, without 
the Lords, can make no Court of Judicature. 
But now, as to the Matter itſelf, having ſaid 
enough of the Miſtake, the Lords added they 
were very ſorry to find ſo much Reſervation to- 
wards thoſe that meant to uſe ſo much Freedom ; 
their Lordſhips being ſo well perſuaded of the Com- 
mons good Affections to the general Cauſe as they 
were; and are willing ſtill tb offer Conference, in 
general Terms, even on that particular Title of 
Naturalization. Therefore, they thought fit for 
the preſent, once again to declare thus much unto 
them, That they have not had amongſt themſelves 
any particular Deliberation, either in Point of Law 
or Conveniency, about this naturalixing Affair; 
becauſe they did intend to meet the Commons, free 
from any Obligation by any Voice or Opinion, 
upon any ſingle Branch of it, before they had in 
ſome Meaſure conferred of the whole ; according 
to the firſt Inſtitution of the Conference, as being 
the only Way to come to a good and ſpeedy End. 
And, as their Meflenger uſed a Phraſe of their Re- 
ſolution to attend the Service, the Lords declared 
unto them, that they underſtand that Expreſſion, 
as a Promiſe to conier as well as to hear what may 
de faid of the Matter; leſt, when the Lords ex- 
pect a Conference, an Audience only may be offered. 
In which Conterence there can be no Difficulty, 
ſeeing they come to debate and argue without Con- 
cluſion; and no Man's Thought can be fo great a 
Stranger as not to debate the Matter, in ſome 
Degree or other. To which Intent, their Lord- 
ſhips would be readv to meet the Commons, if 
they ſo like it, at th utual Place, on the 7th of 

Marth, at two in the Altiernoon.“ | 


It 


* 
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It may be ſuppoſed the Commons ſent a more 
comply ing Anſwer to this laſt Meſlage of the Lords, 
(tho* there is nothing entered in the Journals of 
March the 5th but this, viz. Meſſage from the 
Lower Houſe by Mr. Martin and others.) For the 


| Conference did begin, on the 7th, as the Lords de- 


fired. - It was agreed at this Meeting, by the whole, 
that, to prevent Confufion, the Number of the 
Committee of each Houſe ſhould be leſſened from 
forty Lords to twenty, and from eighty Com- 
moners to forty. Accordingly, we find that the 
Lords reduced theirs to the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury and ſix other Biſhops; the Lord Chancel- 
lor and Lord Treaiurer, five Earls and fix Barons. 
Theſe Sub-Committees, it was ſuppoſed, were like- 
ly to bring Matters ſo6ner to a Concluſion than the 


larger; but, it did not anſwer the Intention. For, 


though they had ſeveral Meetings, on many diffe- 
rent Days, yet nothing.was done that tended any 
Way towards an Agreement. On the contrary, 
we find that, on the 27th of March, the Lords 
ſent another complaining Meſſage to the Com- 
mons, importing, * That their Committee had 
ſtrangely prevaricated with them; for that tho” 
their Lordſhips came with full Power and Pur- 
poſe to deliver their Opinions openly, yet the 
Unexpected Reſervation of the Commons in 
hearing and hot ſpeaking to the Matter, had taken 
away the Life of the intended Conference: Eſ- 
pecially conſidering that, inſtead of a free and open 
Debate between them, their Lordſhips had met 
with ſuch a Diſtinction, as did, in Effect, cloſe 
up all and croſs directly the Purpoſe for which 
they were ſent. And yet, out of their Defire 
that the Work may not ſuffer Interruption, by 
any Miſtakings or too exact Formalities ; the 
whole Houle, upon the Report of their Com- 
mittee to them, have reſolved to make this far- 
ther Propoſition: That if the Commons would 
ſend a Committee, authoriſed both to hear their 
Propofitions and Reaſons for ſome Difference 


between the Pe- nati and the Ante-nati, in Point 
* of 
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of Conveniency only, without Regard to any An 4. "an a 
Thing that hath or may be ſaid in Point of Law; * hl 
and to debate thereupon, by Way of Argument ts 
only, as their Deputies ſhould find Occaſion, att 
without - concluding them or binding the Com- «| 
mons by any Thing ſpoken at that Time: Why 1 


then, the Lords ſaid, to requite ſuch free and 6 
ingenuous Manner of Conference, which they had \ 
ever defired, they were ready to meet the other { 
Committee again; and open themſelves, by | 
way of Propofition and Argument, in all thoſe 
Points left untreated of.“ Anſwer, That the 
Commons would ſend one, by ſome of their own 
Houſe, as ſoon as conveniently they may. 

But no direct Anſwer was ever ſent from the 
Commons to the Lords, on this laſt Meſſage, that 
we can find; nor did the Committees meet again 
to confer on this Matter. However, the Com- 
mons did not wholly ſlight this grand Affair; but, 
in order to give ſome Satisfaction to the King in 
his Expectations, a Bill was brought in and paſſed 
that Houſe, entituled, An A# for the utter Aboli- 
tion of all Memory of Hoflility, and the Dependants 
thereof between —＋ and Scotland, and for the 


| An Act paſs d for 
repreſſing the Occaſion of Diſcords and Diſorders for — D- 


me to come. ds between 
This Bill was ſent up the Lords, on the 6th of Engl 


and 

June; it was read in that Houſe a ſecond Time, Scotland. 
and committed an the 8th; the next Day the 
ſaid Committee reported, 'I hat they had gone 
thro? the Bill; but, finding ſome Cauſes of Doubt 
in it which they deſired to be cleared, they moved, 
that another Conference might be had, by Com- 
mittees of both Houſes that Afternoon.“ Anſwer 
returned, That the Commons will attend their 
Lordſhips to the Number of one hundred of their 
Houſe.” ; 

This ſecond Conference produced ſome better . 
Effect than the former. Some Additions and A- 
mendments were added, by Conſent of both 
Houſes, to the Bill: June the zoth it was paſſed 


by 


* — 
4 Te, * — - — 
8 : 
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by the Lords; and this Act ſtands the firſt, in our 
Statute Books, amongſt the printed Statutes of this 
Year. 

We have now gone thro' the Proceedings of 
the Parliament, on this Affair of the Union, in 
what the Journals of the Lords will inſtruct us 
about it. But the Fournals of the Commons are 
much more circumſtantial in the Debates of their 
Members on this grand Article ; which we ſhall 
draw out as conciſely as the Nature of the Thing, 
to make it intelligible, will bear. 

Beſides inſerting the Inſtrument, at full Length, 
agreed on, figned and ſealed by thirty-nine Engli/b- 
and wu Scotti/h Commiſſioners; certain 
Notes or Memorandums, were read, containing 
the Ground-Work of their Proceedings in this 
Affait in the laſt Seſſion. We ſhall omit all theſe, 
and content ourſelves, and we hope our Readers, 
with giving the Subſtance of each particular Mem- 
ber's Arguments for and againſt this great Que- 
ſtion, Which, with what has gone before, may 
well make up the whole Sum of the Buſineſs. 

February 14th, Mr. Fuller firſt began the Diſ- 

te againſt a General Naturalization ; he argued 
© That God had made People fit for every Coun- 
Debate in the try; ſome for a cold ſome for a hot Climate; and 
— rene thoſe ſeveral Countries he hath adapted to their 
bin., ſeveral Natures and Qualities. As all Grounds 

are not fit for one Kind of Grain; but ſome for 

Oats, ſome for Wheat, c. Suppoſe one Man 

is Owner of two Paſtures, with one Hedge to 

divide them ; *the one Paſture bare, the other fer- 

tile and good. A wiſe Owner will not quite pull 

down the Hedge, but mak: Gates to let the Cattle 

in and out at Pleaſure ; otherwiſe they will ruſh 

in in Multitudes, and much againſt their Will re- 

turn. That the Union was no more than as two 

Arms of one Body. But before they be admitted, 

it is proper to conſider what Place and Room we 
have for them. Look into the Univerſities, there 
you will find many of our own, very worthy 


en, not preferred. Ia London, fee what . 
| ill 
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Bill of Inmates doth provide for; and remember An. 


what was opened to the Houſe on the Reading of 
that Bill. Amongſt the Merchants, though they 
labour, toil and provide all they can; yet they 
have had no Fruits, no Succeſs theſe three Years. 
Our Engliſh Merchants adventure; they go to Sea 
with great Veſſels, freighted at a great Charge; the 
other with little Veſſels at a ſmall Charge. The 
Scoteh carry their Wares in other Countries up and 
down in Packs ; and, by theſe Means, have taken 
away all the Trade from Diep already. Our 
Traders are too many already ; and there are Im- 
poſitions upon the Engl/b from which the Scotch 
are diſcharged. - The Navy of Scotland is ſo weak 
as to be in Miſericordiam to every mean Force. —— 
He added, that the Care of a Sovereign Prince, is, 
that his Subjects live under him, honeſte, tute, paci- 
fice et jucund?, That Country is miſerable, where 
the great Men are exceeding rich, the poor Men 
exceeding poor ; and no Mean, no Proportion, 
between both. Tenants of two Manors ; whereof 
the one hath Woods, Fiſheries, Liberties, Com- 
mon of Eſtovers, &c. The other a bare Common, 
wihout Profit ; only a little Turf, or the like. 
The Owner maketh a Grant, that the Tenants of 
this ſhall be Participants of the Profits, Qc. of the 
former. This beareth ſome Shew of Equity; but 
is plain Wrong and the Grant void. The King 
cannot make a fingle Village in one, to be Parcel 
of another County. He cannot make a Parcel of 
one Kingdom Parcel of another, being diſtinct 
Kingdoms. Law is the Happineſs 6f our Go- 
vernment. Commiſſions are of abſolute Power, 
and occaſion abſolute Wrong. The King can do 
what he may do by his Legal Power. In the 13th 
of Henry IV. an Office of meaſuring Cloth was 
granted, with a Fee impoſed ; but it was found 
unjuſt and adjudged void. So it was in Sir Edward 
Darcey's Caſe for ſealing of Cards. The King's 
Oath, by Magna Charta, is not to act againſt 
Law. A Protection granted by the King for three 


Years was not good ; for one he may, If King 
— * Phiaß 


"A 
1 


Ci 
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Philip of Spain had had a Son by Queen Mary, he 
would have been King of Spain, Sicily, Sc. was 
it proper to naturaize thoſe Subjects? It cannot 
be good to mingle two Swarms of Bees under one 
Hive, on the ſudden. When the Jews were in 
Captivity, and were moved to Mitth and fing 
Songs, they could not forget Feruſalem; Let their 
Right Hand forget their „Oc. And when. 
Abraham and Lot were Brethren ;- Abraham ſaid, 
Go thou to the Right Hand and I will go to the 
Left, &c. 80 they divided, and either took that 
Part which was fitteſt for him. 

This Speech was followed by Mr. Hentworth 
and Mr. More; the main Points of whoſe Argu- 
ments were, T hat England and Scotland were una 


et alia Republica; Scotland, atena Republica. 


They acknowledge no Crown, no King, no So- 
vereignty but Scotland; we none but that of Eng- 
land. No Alteration being made by the King's 
coming hither. —— Remembered, . that the King 
faid in a Speech, reported from him to the Houſe, 
this Seſſion, * I would be loath to live to ſee the 
King of Scotland do Wrong to the King of Eng- 
land.” The King is ſeized, in Jure Corone, 
Scotiz ; et in Jure Corone, Angliz. If there be 
two Regalities, how one Kingſhip? Jreland was 
ſubdued by Conqueſt, by Hemy II. and they have 
ever fince been natural born Subjects. If we think 
the Law to be one Way, not to declare it another. 
Laſtly, if we naturahze them, it is neceſſary to 
have many Cautions ; Cautions for Eccleſiaſtical 
Promotions ; Cautions for our Lands and for our 
Trades. All theſe to be well confidered of by a 
Committee. | 

On the other Side, Sir Francis Bacon, Solicitor- 
General, ſpoke; and began with a Requeſt, Ut 
cum Calculis Suffragiorum ſumant Magnanimitatem 
Reipublice; and not think, altogether on their 
own private States and Conditions. Put off pri- 
vate Confiderations, and raiſe their Thoughts to the 
publick State. That there were ſeveral es of 
Good and of Evil; Wiſdom to avoid CENT 

© 0 
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main ObjeCtions againſt the Union urged were, Ne 
forte fufficiat Vobis et Nobis. That Abraham and 
Lot, when their Families grew great, divided. 
This had been been better not quoted, if we take 
with it the Miſchiefs which enſued by the Diviſion. 
For the Argument of two Paſtures, &c. there is 
great Difference between Men and Beaſts. Cattle 
preſently feed; take their Bite preſently; but Men 
muſt have Stock, Means, Acquaintance, Time of 
Settling, Cc. In this Spring- Time of the King's 
coming, how many Families planted? It is faid 
they are poor; Men will ſhew their Poverty at 
Home rather than in a foreign Country. There 
is no evident Token of Surcharge of People in this 
Kingdom; there are many great Waſtes, ſurroun- 
ded Grounds, Fiſheries, &c. unoccupied. But, 
if we be pent up cloſe in England, there is Room 
enough Abroad; witneſs Ireland, Virginia, and 
other foreign Plantations. | 
Take away, adds our Orator, this Note, or 
Mark, of Foreigners, and our Laws will come 
upon them unawares. It is not a Conqueſt, but 
like Water into our Wine, a Commixture; and 
ſhall we not now be ſenſible that we have it by a 
cheaper Mean? He urged the Example of 
ſeveral foreign Kingdoms and States; but the Notes 
are ſo ſhort, in the Journals, as to be unintelli- 
— * — concluded with ſaying, That the 
cottiſh Subject was bound to defend us, fight for us 
if there was an Invaſion; or, if at War, with any 
Nation. That England and Scotland united, Ire- 
land reduced, the Lot - Countries contracted, and 
our Shipping maintained, Shipping a voluble Mo- 
narchy, we ſhall be the greateſt Empire that hath 
been heard on in many Ages. We ſhall purchaſe 
Surety, Glory, Greatneſs, though not Wealth. 
But, if there be no further Union, by Naturaliza- 
tion, the Nature of Things doth bear that theſe 
Kingdoms muſt break. Therefore, let us not ſtand 
a_ Pittances and Reckonings, but come to the 
oint.” 


WY. 'V. M Theſe 


„ James I, 
606. 


"_ 


Pigot reflects on 
the Scots. 


/ 


178 The Parliamentary His rokr 


Theſe were all, or moſt of the Arguments, uſed 
on both Sides, in this Day's Debate; and we ſhall 
take Notice of no-more, being ſufficient to ſhew 
the Temper of both Court and Country Party, in 
the Houſe, on the Subject of the Union, We can- 
not, however, avoid giving the Caſe of one Mem- 
ber who was puniſhed, by his Brethren, for letting 
his Tongue run too far in Invectives againſt the 
Scottiſb Nation, in one of the Days of Debate. 
This was Sir Cbriſtapher Pigat, Kt. one of the 
Knights for the County of Bucks, (e) who when 
ſome Memorandums about the Union were offered 
to be read, and a Diſpute aroſe, whether all at once 
or ſeparately, this Knight, with a loud Voice, and 
not ſtanding up with his Hat off, as the Order is, 
preſſed to. have them read generally, concurring 
in this with the Opinion of ſeveral others. But the 
Houſe obſerving his Manner of ſitting and calling, 
for Order's ſake, urged him to ſtand up and ſpeak, 
if he was deſirous to make known his Opinion. 
Upon which he aroſe, and pretending, at firſt, to 
deliver ſome Reaſons why he preſſed the Reading 


of the Remembrances, generally; he, afterwards, 


entered into a Bye-Matter of Invectives againſt the 
Scots and Scottiſh Nation; uſing many Words of 
Scandal and Obloquy, ill-beſeeming ſuch an Au- 
dience, and not pertinent to the Matter in Hand. 
* As, Let us not join Murderers, Thieves, and 
the rogviſh Scots with the well-defſerving Scots. 
As much Difference between them as between a 
Judge and. a Thief, He would ſpeak his Con- 


. ſcience without Flattery of any Creature what- 


ſoe ver. They have not ſuffered above two Kings 
to die in their Beds, theſe two hundred V ears. 
Our King hath hardly eſcaped them; they have 
attempted him. Now he is come from amongſt 
them, let us free him from ſuch Attempts here - 
after, &c." (f) The Houſe, we are informed, were 


ſo amazed at this Speech that they ſtood ſtaring at 
| one 


(e)] He was elected upon the Vacancy occaſioned by Sir Francia 


Ovodtoin's Refignation———See before, p. 84. 


Willis“: Netitia Parliamentaris, 
(#) Diarium Dom, Com, F 
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one another, and took no Notice of it for that An. 4 I mes I. 


Time, but let it paſs without Tax or Cenſure. 
It was not till three Days afterwards, that the 


Houſe bethought themſelves of this inſolent Speech; 


when the Words of Offence contained in it, were 
particularly recited. But this ſeems to have been 
ſpurred up by a Meſlage from the King, who ſaid, 
He did much miſlike and tax the Neglect of the 


1606. 


Which the King 
complains of to 


< Houſe; in that the Speech was not interrupted in the Houſe, 


the Inſtant, and the Party committed before it be- 
© came public, and to his Highneſs's Ear.“ In Ex- 
cuſe of this, it was anſwered, * That Leves lo- 
guuntur Cure, ingentes ſiupunt ; and that it ſeemed 
to fall within that Caſe, wherein Solomon's Coun- 
fel was, Not to give an Anſwer ; but that the Diſ- 
like appeared, evidentiy, by the m@/tum Silentium, 


which then was found in the Houſe.“ It was 


moved, That Sir Chriſtapher might be ſent for, 
which was immediately done by the Serjeant, with 

his Mace. | 
It ſeems pretty plain, that the Commons Reſent- 
ment of their Brother's il] Language was occaſion- 
ed by this Meſſage from the King; but, after all, 
they knew not which Way to cenſure him for it: 
Freedom of Speech, in their Houſe, was ever a 
darling Privilege ; and, after the Serjeant was gone 
for the Offender, many Motions and Queſtions en- 
ſued upon it. The Priſoner being ſet to the Bar, 
laboured to explain the Words uttered by him; 
and to clear himſelf from Malice and Diſloyalty. 
Which the Houſe did not much regard; but, being 
commanded out, they debated what Puniſhment 
they ſhould fix upon him. The Tower was firſt 
named, and, alſo, a Diſmiſſion from his Place in 
the Houſe. Much Diſpute aroſe about this laſt 
Affair; at length being agreed, the Offender was 
called in again, and kneeling, the Speaker pronoun- 
ced this Judgment upon him, viz. * That ſince 
his Offence was ſo apparently heinous, the Houle 
did not hold it fit that any Particulars ſhould be 
named, or to give a Reaſon for their Judgment; 
but their Order was, 1 7 he ſhould be carried — 
ge he 
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An. 4 James 1, the Priſon of the Tower, there to remain during 
4 


606, 


Whereupon he is 


committed to 
the Tower, and 
expell'd, 


the Pleaſure of the Houſe : That he ſhould be 
diſmiſſed from his Place of Knight of the Shire for 
Bucks; and a Writ iſſued out for a new Choice.” 
Accordingly his Warrant for Committment, and a 
new Writ, were made out, the Form of both which 
are entered in the Fournals. 

After the Priſoner had remained ſome Time in 
the Tower ; he ſent a Letter to a Relation of his, 
a Member of the ſame Houſe, complaining of his 
ill State of Health, occaſioned by his Confine- 
ment; and beg'd of him to interceed with the Com- 
mons for his Releaſe. Much Diſpute aroſe, about 
the Manner of his Enlargement, and whether they 
ought to acquaint the King with it; much Fear 
was had about their Privileges, becauſe he was 
committed by an expreſs Order of the Houſe. At 
laſt, the Speaker undertook this Matter with the 
King; and the next Day reported this Meflage 
from his Majeſty about it. 

That he had taken Notice of the Motion and 
Petition, made in the Houſe, for the Releaſement of 
Sir Chriſtopher Pigott, and ſaid, That out of an 
© jll Cauſe there might grow a good Effect. That 
© the Speech was very raſh and unadviſed at. the 
« firſt, and that the Silence of the Houſe might 
have bred ſome ill Conceit ; but his Majeſty is far 
from Opinion, that it received Allowance from 
any Member in the Houle, interpreting, always, 
that the Cauſe of their Forbearance was, left it 
might be any Interruption to the Buſineſs in 
Hand. 

But fince, he is more abſolutely ſatisfied with 
© their Carriage: 1. In that they have not charged 


© him with Particulats, but have put the Words in 


Oblivion. 2. That they have proceeded. a- 
* gainſt him to the Height of Juſtice. 3. That 
© they have not been willing to proceed with his 
Enlargement, until he might take Notice of it. 
That, as in the laſt Seſſion, he had taken true 
* Heart's Content, in the Manner of granting the 
: Subſidy, and for that did think them well-deſer- 

© vying 
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© ving his Thanke; ſo, in this unhappy Buſineſs, An. 5. James I, 


© it pleaſeth him ſo well, that he again returns 


© them Thanks for it. 
For the Motion, as at the firſt, he conceived, 


© they proceeded to his Puniſhment with great - 


* Judgment; fo, will he not now aſſume to him- 
© ſelf any Power, but leave it to the ſame Judg- 
ment for Mercy; and, if they think good, with- 
© eth he may be freed from the Priſon, and diipoſe 
© himſelf in ſome fitter Place for his Health.” 

After this was heard, a Motion enſued, That 
Sir Chriflopher might be reſtored to his Place in the 
Houſe again; which was not aſſented to; but, it 
was preſently ordered that he ſhould be enlarged, 
and a Warrant was directed to the Lieutenant of 
the Tower for that Purpoſe. 

During theſe Conteſts in the Lower Houſe, the 
King took all poſhble Pains, by Meſſages, &c. to 
keep them together and make them unitorm, 
Many of the Members had flip'd into the Country, 
or neglected the Service, as diſliking the buſineſs 
they were upon. A Call of the Houſe was there- 
fore ordered; but before that happened, the Ki 
called both Houſes before him, to Wh:iteball, Mare 
31, in order to reconcile their Differences, and 
ſpoke to them as follows : 


My Lords of the Higher Houſe, and you Knights 
and Burgeſſes of the Lower Houſe : 


LL Men, at the Beginning of a Feaſt, 
bring forth good Wine firſt, and after 
worſe: This was the Saying of the Governor 
of the Feaſt at Cana in Galile, where Chrift 
wrought his firſt Miracle, by changing Water 
into Wine; but in this Caſe now, whereof I 
am to ſpeak unto you, I muſt follow that Go- 
vernor's Rule, and not Chris Example, in gi- 
ving you the worſt and ſoureſt Wine laſt. For 
a the Time of this long Seſſion of the Parlia- 
ment, you have been fo fed and cloyed (ſpecially 
you of the Lower Houſe) with ſuch Banquets, 


and Choice of — Speeches, and your Ears 
3 © a 
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ſo ſeaſoned with the Sweetneſs of long precogi- 


2007- tate Orations, as this my Speech, now in the 


. 
8 


breaking · up of this Aſſembly, cannot but appear 
unto your Taſte, as the worſt Wine, propoſed 
in the End of the Banquet; fince I am only to 
deliver now unto you Matter, without curious 
Form; Subſtance, without Ceremony; Truth, 
in all Sincerity. Vet, conſidering the Perſon, 
that ſpeaketh; the Parties, to whom I ſpeak ; 
the Matter, whereof I mean to ſpeak ; it fits 
better to utter Matter, rather than Words ; in 
regard of the Greatneſs of my Place, who am 
to ſpeak to you; the Gravity of you the Au- 
ditory. which is the High Court of Parliament; 
the Weight of the Matter, which concerns the 
Security and Eſtabliſhment of this whole Empire, 
and little World. Studied Orations, and much 
Eloquence upon little Matter, is fit for the Uni- 
verſities ; where not the Subject, that isſpoken of, 
but the Trial of his Wit, that ſpeaketh, is moſt 
commendable : But, on the contrary, in all great 


Councils of Parliaments, feweſt Words, with moſt 


Matter, do become beſt ; where the Diſpatch of 
the great Errands in Hand, and not the Praiſe (g) 


of the Perſon, is moſt to be looked unto ; like the 


Garment of a chaſte Woman, who is only ſet 
forth by her natural Beauty, which is properly 


her own; other Deckings are but Enſigns of an 


Harlot, that flies with. borrowed Feathers. And 
beſides the Conveniency,l am forced hereunto by 
Neceſſity, my Place calling me to Action, and 
not leaving me to the Liberty of Contemplation ; 
having always my Thoughts buſied with the 
publick Care of you all ; where every one of 
you, having but himſelf, and his own private 
to think of, are at more Leiſure to make ſtudi 
Speeches. And therefore the Matter, which I 
deliver you confuſedly, as in a Sack, I leave it 
to vou, when you are in ya Chambers, and 
have better Leiſure, than I can have, to rank 
them in Order, every one in their own Place. 
Thus, 


6 Pray, is the Original 
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© Thus much by way of Preface : But I pro*,, 0 ry, 

c to the Matter: Whereof I might ſay, with _ 1 a 
St. Paul, I could ſpeak in as many Tongues, as 
© you all; but I had rather ſpeak three Words to 
© Edification, than talk a Day without Under- 
© ſtanding In vain (faith the Pſalmiſt) doth the - 
© Builder build the Houſe, or the Watchman watch 
© the City, unleſs the Lord give his Bleſſing there- 
© unto: And, in the New Teſtament, St. Paul 
« faith, that he may plant, Apollos may water; 
© but it is God only that muſt give the Increaſe, 
This I ſpeak, beauſe of the long Time, which 
* hath been ſpent about the Treaty of the Union. 
For myſelf, I proteſt unto you all, when I firſt 
* propounded the Union, I then thought there 
© could have been no more Queſtion of it, than 
© of your Declaration and Acknowledgment of 
* my Right unto this Crown; and that, as two 
* Twins, they would have grown up together. 
The Error was my Miſtaking : I knew mine on 
End, but not others Fears. But now (Y) finding 
many Croſſes, long Diſputations, ſtrange Queſ- 
© tions, and nothing done; I muſt needs think it 
© proceeds, either of Miſtaking of the Errand, or 
* elſe from ſome Jealouſy of me the Propounder, 
* that you ſo add Delay unto Delay; ſearching out, 
zs it were, the very Bowels oſ Curioſity, and con- 
clude nothing. Neither can I condemn you, for 
being yet in ſome Jealouſy of my Intention in this 
Matter; having not yet had ſo great Experience of 
* my Behaviour and Inclination, idtheſe few Years 
* paſt, as you may peradventure have in a longer 
Time hereafter ; and not having Occaſion to 
* conſult daily with myſelf, and hear mine own O- 
* pinion in all thoſe Particulars, which are debated 
among you. But here, I pray you now, miſtake 
© me not at the firſt, when as I ſeem to find fault 
* with your Delays and Curioſity, as if I would 
© have you to reſolve, in an Hour's Time, that, 
« which will take a Month's Adviſement: For you 
all know, that Rex e Lex loguens ; and you have 

«© oft 
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An. 5. James I. oft heard me ſay, that the King's Will and In- 
3607, tention, being the ſpeaking Law, ought to be 
Luce clarius : And I hope you of the Lower 
Houſe have the Proof of this my Clearneſs, by 
a Bill ſtent you down from the Upper Houſe 
within theſe few Days, or rather few Hours ; 
wherein may very well appear unto you the 
Care I have, to put my Subjects in a good Se- 
curity of their Poſſeſſions for all Poſterities to 
come. And therefore, that you may clearly 
underſtand my Meaning in that Point, I do free- 
ly confeſs, you had Reaſon to adviſe at Leiſure 
upon fo great a Cauſe ; for great Matters do ever 
require great Deliberation, before they be well 
concluded: Deliberandum ęſi diu, quod ſtatuen- 
dum eſi ſemel. Conſultations muſt proceed lente 
Pede; but the Execution of a Sentence, upon 
the Reſolution, would be ſpeedy. If you will 
go on, it matters not, though you go with 
leaden Feet, ſo you make ſtill ſome Progreſs, 
and that there be no Lett, nor needleſs Delay ; 
and do not Nedum in Scirpo guærere. I am ever 
for the Medium in every Thing. Between 
fooliſh Raſhneſs, and extreme Length, there 
is a middle Way. Search all that is reaſonable; 
but omit that, which is idle, curious, and un- 
neceſſary; otherwiſe there can never be a Rev 
ſolution or End in any good Work. 

And now from the General I will deſcend to 
the Particulats ; and will, only for the Eaſe of 
your Memories, divide the Matter, that I am 
to ſpeak of, into four Heads ; by opening unto 
you, Firſt, what I crave : Secondly, in what 
Manner I deſire it: Thirdly, what Commo- 
dities will enſue to both the Kingdoms by it: 
Fourthly, what the ſuppoſed Inconveniency 

may be, that gives Impediments thereunto. 
For the firſt, what I crave; I ptoteſt before 
God, who. knows my Heart, and to you my 
People, before whom it were a Shame to lye, 
that I claim nothing, but with Acknow ledg- 
ment of my Bond to you; that, as ye owe to 
| : ” 
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me SubjeCtion and Obedience, ſo my Sovereign- ag, g. James I. 
* ty obligeth me to yield, to your Love, Go- 1600). 
vernment and Protection: Neither did I ever 
* wiſh any Happineſs to myſelf, which was not 
* conjoined with the Happineſs of my People. 
© I defire a perfect Union of Laws and Perſons, 
* and ſuch a Naturalizing, as may make one Bo- 
© dy of both Kingdoms, under me your King ; 
© that I, and my Poſterity (if it fo pleaſe God) 
* may rule over you to the World's End ; ſuch 
© an Union, as was of the Scots and Pitts in Scot- 
land, and of the Heptarchy here in England. 
And for Scotland, I avow ſuch an Union, as if 
* you had got it by Conqueſt ; but ſuch a Con- 
c _ as may be cemented by Love, the only 
© ſare Bond of Subjection or Friendſhip ; That 
as there is over both but unus Rex; ſo there may 
* be in both but unus Grex, et una Lex For no 
* more poſlible is it for one King to govern two 
Countries contiguous, the one a greater, the 
other a leſs; a richer, and a poorer ; the greater 
* drawing, like an Adamant, the leſſer to the 
Commodities thereof; than for one Head to go- 
« yern two Bodies, or one Man to be Huſband 
of two Wives; whereof Chriſt himſelf faid, 
« Ab Initio non fuit ſic. ; 
* But in the general Union you muſt obſerve 
* two Things: For I will diſcover my Thoughts 
* plainly unto you: I ſtudy Clearneſs, not Elo- 
5 quence ; and therefore, with the old Philoſo- 
* pher, I would heartily wiſh, my Breaſt were 
© a tranſparent- Glaſs, for you all to ſee through, 
* that you might look into my Heart, and then 
s would you be fati-fied of my Meaning. For 
© when I ſpeak of a ;erfect Union, I mean not 
* Confuſion of all Things: You muſt not take 
from Scotland thoſe particular Privileges, that 
may ſtand as well with this Union, as in EAg- 
© land many particular Cuſtoms, in particular 
* Shires (as the Cuſtoms ot Kent, and the Royal- 
+ ties of the County Palatine of Chefter) do with 
© the Common-Law of th. K.nguum : For every 
bv paricular 
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1.© particular Shire almoſt, and much more every 
Country, hive ſome particular Cuſtoms; that 
© afe, as it were, naturally moſt fit for that Peo- 
„pe: But I mean of fuch a general Union of 
Laws, as may reduce the whole Iſland ; that, 
© as'they live already under one Monarch, ſo they 
may all be governed by one Law : For I muſt 
needs 'confeſs, by that little Experience I have 
© had fince my Coming hither, and I think I am 
« able to prove it, that the Grounds of the Com- 
mon Law of Prnglant are the beſt of any Law in 
© the World, either Civil or Municipal, and the 
* fitteſt for this People. But as every Law would 
be clear, and full; fo the Obſcurity in ſome 
© Points of this our Written L,, and Want of 
© Fulnefs in others, the Variation of Caſes, and 
Mens Curioſity, breeding every Day new Q; eſ- 
tions, hath enforced the Judges to judge, in 
© many Caſes here, by Caſes and Precedents; 
© wherein, I hope, Lawyers themfelves will not 
© deny, but that there muſt be a great Uncer- 
6 _ and I am ſure all the reſt of you, that 
are Gentlemen of other Profeſſions, were long 
< ago weary of it, it you could have had it a- 
© mended : For where there is Variety, and Un- 
< certainty, although a juſt Judge may do rightly, 
© yet an ill Judge may take Advantage to do 
© Wrong ; and then are all honeſt Men, that ſuc- 
*.ceed him, 'tied, in a Manner, to his unjuſt and 
© partial Concluhons. Wherefore leave not the 
Law to the Pleaſure of the Judge, but let your 
© Laws be looked into: For I deſire not the abo- 
 * lifhing of the Laws, but only the clearing and 
the ſweeping of the Ruſt of them; and that 
by Parliament our Laws might be cleared, and 
made known to all the Subjects. Yea rather, 
it were lefs Hurt, that all the approved Caſes 
were ſet down, and allowed by Paaliament, for 
ſtanding Laws in all Time to come: For al- 
though ſome of them, peradventure, may be 
unjuſt, as ſet down by corrupt Judges; yet 
© better it is to have a certain Law, with ſome 
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« Spots in it, nor live under ſuch an uncertain and 
« arbitrary Law; fince, as the Proverb is, E is 46% 
Harm to ſuffer an Inconvenience, than a Miſchief. 
And now may you have fair Occafionsof amend- 
ing and poliſhing your Laws, when Scot/and is to 
© be united with you under them :' For who can 
© blame Scotland, to ſay, If you will take away our 
* own Laws, I pray you give us a better and clearer 
© in Place thereof. But this is not poſſible to be 
done, without a fit Preparation. He that buil- 
* deth a Ship, muſt firſt provide the Timber; and, 
* asChriſt himſelf ſaid, No Man will build an Houle, 
* but he will firſt provide the Materials; nor a wiſe 
King will not make War againſt another, with- 
out he firſt make Proviſion of Money : And 
all great Works muſt have their Preparation ; 
and that was my End, in caufing the Inſtru- 
ment of the Union to be made. Union is a 
Marriage : Would he not be thought abſurd, 
that, furthering of a Marriage between two 
Friends of his, would make his firſt Motion to 
have the two Parties be laid in Bed together, and 
perform the other Turns of Marriage? Muſt 
there not precede (#) the mutual Sight and Ac- 
uaintaince of the Parties one with another; the 
Conditions of the Contract, and Jointure, to 
© be talked of, and agreed upon, by their Friends; 
and ſuch other Things, as in Order ought to go 
© before the Ending of ſuch a Work? The Un- 
ion is an eternal Agreement and Reconciliation 
of many long, bloody Wars, that have been 
© between theſe. two ancient Kingdoms. It is 
© the readieſt Way to agree a private Quarrel 
* between two, to bring them, at the firſt, to 
* ſhake Hands, and, as it were, kiſs other, and 
© lie under one Roof, or rather in one Bed, to- 
* gether, before that firſt the Ground of their 
* Quarrel be communed upon, their Minds miti- 
* gated, their Affections prepared, and all other 
« Circumſtances firſt uſed, that ought to be uſed, 
to proceed to ſuch a final Agreement. Ever 
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1. honeſt Man defireth a perfect Union; but they 
that they ſay fo, and admit no Preparation there- 
© to, have Mel in Ore, Fel in Corde. If after 
6 7 ſo long Talk of Union, in all this long 
Seſſion of Parliament, ye riſe, without agree- 
ing upon any Particular ; what will the Neigh- 
© bour, Princes judge, whoſe Eyes are all fixed 
upon the Concluſion of this Action, but that 
© the King is refuſed in his Deſire ; whereby the 
Nation ſhould be taxed, and the King diſgraced ? 
And what an ill Preparation is it for the Minds 
Sof Kcatlond toward the Union, when they ſhall 
* hear, that Ill is ſpoken of their whole Nation; 
* but nothing is done nor advanced in the Matter 
of the Union itfelf ? But this, I am glad, was 
* but the Fault of one; and one is no Number: 
Vet have your Neighbours of Scaland this Ad- 
vantage of you, thai none of them hath ſpoken 
* ill of you (nor ſhall, as long as I am King) in 
Parliament, or any ſuch publick Place of Judi- 
* cature. Confider therefore well, if the Minds 
£ of Scctland had not need to be well prepared, to 
* perſuade their mutual Content, ſeeing you here 
© have all the great Advantage by the Union : Is 
not here the perfonal Reſidence of the King; 
* his whole Court, and Family? Is not here the 
Seat of Juſtice, and the Fountain of Govern- 
ment? Muſt they not be ſubjected to the Laws 
* of England, and ſo, with Time, become but 
© as Cumberland, and Northumberland, and thoſe 
© other remote and Northern Shires ? You are 
© to be the Huſband, they the Wife; you Con- 
c 2 they as conquered ; though not by the 
« Sword, but by the ſweet and fure Bond of Love: 
« Beſides that they, as other Northern Countries, 
« will be feldom ſeen and faluted by their King; 
© and that, as it were, but in a poſting or hunt- 
ing Journey.” | 
Hou little Cauſe then they may have of ſach 
« a Change of fo ancient a Monarchy into the 
« Cafe of private Shires, judge rightly herein ; 
and, that you may be the more upright Judges, 
« ſuppoſe 
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© ſuppoſe yourſelves the Patients, of whom ſuch An 


Sentence ſhould be given. But what Prepara- 
© tion is it which I crave? Only ſuch, as, by 
© the Entrance, may ſhew ſomething is done, 
yet more is intended.” 


© There is a Conceit entertained, and a double 


© Jealouſy poſſeſſeth many wherein I am miſ- 
© judged ; firſt, that this Union will be the Criſis 
to the Overthrow of England, and Setting upof 
Scotland: England will be then overwhelmed 
* by the ſwarming” of the Scots, who, if the 
< Union were affected, would reign, and rule 
all. The ſecond is my profuſe Liberality to the 
© Scottiſhmen, more than the Engl ; and that, 
with this Union, all Things ſhall be given to 
them, and you turned out of all: To you ſhall 
© be left the Sweat, and Labour; to them ſhall 
© be given the Fruit, and Sweet: And that my 
* Forbearance is but till this Union may be 
© gained.” 

* How agreeable this is to the Truth, judge 
© you ; and that, not by my Word, but by my 
Actions. Dol crave the Union, without Ex- 
* ceptions ? Do I not offer to bind myſelf, and 
© to reſerve to you, as in the Inſtrument, all 
Places of Judicature ? Do I intend any Thing, 
which ſtandeth not with the equal Good of 
© both Nations? I could then have done it, and 
© not ſpoken of it ; for all Men of Underſtand- 
© ing muſt agree, that I might diſpoſe, without 
Aſſent of Parliament, Offices of Judicature, 
and others, both Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal : 
© But herein I did voluntarily offer, by my Letters 
* from Royſilon to the Commiſhoners, to bind 
my Prerogative.” | 

Some think, that I will draw the Scotti/h Na- 
© tion hither ; talking idlely of tranſporting of 
© Trees out of a barren Ground into a better; 
and of lean Cattle out of bad Paſture into a more 
© fertile Soil. Can any Man diſplant you, un- 
© leſs you will? Or can any Man think, that 
Scotland is ſo ſtrong, to pull you out of your 
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© Houſes? Or do you not think, I know Eng- 
land hath more People; Scotland more waſte 
© Gfound ; ſo that there is Roumth in Scotland, 
© rather to plant your idle People, that ſwarm 
in London Streets, and other Towns, and diſ- 
© burthen you of them, than to bring more un- 
© to you? And in Cafes of Juſtice, if I be 
partial to either Side, let my own Mouth con- 
* demn me, as unworthy to be your King 

I appeal to yourſelves, if in Favour or Juſ- 
© tice I have been partial : Nay, my Intention 
© was ever, you ſhould then have moſt Cauſe to 
< praiſe my. Diſcretion, when you ſaw I had 
* moſt Power. If hitherto I have done nothing 
© to. your Prejudice, much leſs mean I hereafter. 
© If when I might have done it, without any 
© Breach of Promiſe ; think ſo of me, that 
© much leſs I will do it, when a Law is to 
© reſtrain me. I owe no more to the Scottiſb- 
* men than to the Englih : I was born there, 
© and ſworn here; and now reign over both. 
© Such particular Perſons of the Scottiſb Nation, 
* as might claim any extraordinary Merit at 
my Hands, I have already reaſonably rewarded ; 
© and I can aſſure you, that there is none left, 
for whom I mean extraordinary to ſtrain my- 


© ſelf, further than in ſuch ordinary Benefit, as 


© I may equally beſtow, without mine own 
great Hurt, upon any Subject, or either Na- 
tion; in which Caſe, no King's Hands can ever 
© be fully cloſed. To both Iowe Juſtice, and Pro- 
© teftion ; which, with God's Grace, I ſhall ever 
* equally balance. For my Liberality, I have told 
© you of it heretofore : My three firſt Years were 
to [them] (1) as a Chr:ftmas : I could not then be 
© miſerable. Should I have been over-ſparing to 
* them, they might have thought, Foſeph had for- 
* gotten his Brethren ;'or that the King had been 
* drunk with his new Kingdom. But Suits go not 
* ſo cheap, as they were wont; neither are there 
* ſo many Fees taken in the Hamper — 1 


(1) Deeft in Orig. 
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= 
© if I did reſpect the Eugliſß, when I came firſt, 
o 

© as in a hunting Journey ; What might the 
© Scottiſh have juſtly faid, if I had not, in ſome 
© Meaſure, dealt bountifully with them, that fo 
© long had ferved me, ſo far adventured them- 

© ſelves with me, and been ſo faithful to me? I. 
© have given you now four: Years Proof, fince 
* my ming; and what I might have done 
© mote, to have raiſed the Scotiiſb Nation, you 

© all know; and the longer I live, the leis 
© Cauſe have I to be acquainted, with them, and 

© ſo the leſs Hope of extraordinary Favaur to- 
* wards them: For, fince my Coming from them, 
© I do not already know the one half of them 
by Face; moſt, of the Youth being now riſen 
© up to be Men, who were but Children, when 
© I was there, and more are born ſince my Com- 

ing thence. Now, for my Lands, and Re- 
< venues. of my Crown, which you may think 
© I have diminiſhed; they are not yet fo far 

* diminiſhed, but that I think no Prince in Chriſſeu- 

© dom hath fairer Poſſeſſions to his Crown, than 
yet I have; and, in Token of my Care to 

© preſerve the ſame to my Poſterity for ever, 
© the Entail of my Lands to the Crown hath been 
© long ago offered unto you ; and that it is not 
8 90 done, is not my Fault, as you know. 
o 


y Treaſurer here knoweth my Care, and hath. 
already, in Part, declared it; and if I did not. 


hape to treble my Revenue more than I have. 
© impaired it, I ſhould never reſt quietly in my 
© Bed. But, notwithſtanding my coming to the 


© Crown with that extraordinary Applauſe, which, 


© you all know, and that I had two Nations to be 
© the Objects of my Liberality, which never any 
© Prince had here before; will you compare my 
Gifts, out of mine Inheritance, with ſome 
© Princes. here, that had only this Nation to re- 
© (pet; and, whoſe whole Time of Reign was 
© little longer than mine hath been already; it will 
© be found, that their Gifts haye far ſurpaſſed 

: * mine, 
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An, 1.“ mine, albeit, as I have already faid, they had no- 

* A thing ſo great Cauſe of uſing their Liberality. | 

- Secondly, for the Manner of the Union, pre- 

© ſently defired, it ſtandeth in three Parts: The 

« firſt, taking away of hoſtile Laws: For fince 

© there can be no Wars betwixt you, is it not 

© Reaſon, hoſtile Laws ſhould ceaſe? For, 2 

© ente Cauſa, deficit Efectul. The King of Eng- 

* land now cannot have Wars with the King of 

© Scotland; therefore this fails of itſelf, The ſe- 

© cond is, Community of Commerce. I am no 

© Stranger unto you; for you all know, I came 

© from the Loins of your ancient Kings, They 

© of Scotland be my Subjects as you are; but how 

© can I be natural liege Lord to you both, and 

© you Strangers one to the other? Shall they, 

© which be of one Allegiance with you, be no 

better reſpected of you, nor freer amongſt you, 

than Frenchmen and Spaniards? Since I am So- 

vereign over you both, as Subjects to one King, 

it muſt needs follow, that you converſe and have 

Commerce together. There is a Rumour of 

ſome ill Dealings, that ſhould be uſed by the 

Commiſſioners, Merchants of Scotland. They 

be here in England, and ſhall remain till your 

next Meeting, and abide Trial, to prove them- 
ſelves, either honeſt Men, or Knaves. 

© Thirdly, for the third Point, of Naturaliza- 

tion; all you agree, that they are no Aliens, and 

yet will not allow them to be natural. What 

Kind of Prerogative will you make? But for the 

Poſfi-Nati, your own Lawyers and Judges, at 

my firſt coming to this Crown, informed me, 

there was a Difference between the Ante and the 

Pofl-Nati of each Kingdom; which cauſed me 

to publiſh a Proclamation, that the Poft- Nati 

were naturalized (if/o facto) by the Acceſſion to 

this Crown. I do not deny, but Judges may err, 

© as Men; and therefore 1 do not preſs you here to 

© ſwear to all their Reaſons: I only u at this 


Time, the Conveniency for both Kingdoms ; | 


© neither preſſing you to judge, nor to be Judged - 
| « But 
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© But remember alſo, it is as poſſible, and likely, An. 5. Jae 


our own Lawyers may err, as the Judges. 
herefore, as I wiſh you to proceed here in ſo 
far as may tend to the Weal of both Nations ; 
ſo would I have you, on the other Part, to be- 
ware to diſgrace, either my Proclamation, or 
the Judges; who, when the Parliament is done, 
have Power to try your Lands and Lives ; for 
ſo you may diſgrace both your King and your 
Laws: For the doing of any Act, that may pro- 
cure leſs Reverence to the Judges, cannot but 
breed a Looſeneſs in the Government, and a 
Diſgrace to the whole Nation. The Reaſon, 
that moſt moyes me, for ought I have yet heard, 
that there cannot but be a Difference between 
the Ante-nati and the Poſt-nati, and that in the 
Favour of the laſt, is, that they muſt be nearer 
unto you, being born under the preſent Govern- 


ment, and common Allegiance. But in Point of 


Conveniency, there is no Queſtion, but the Po- 
nati are more to be reſpeCted ; for if you would 
have a perfect and perpetual Union, that can- 
not be in the Arte-nati, who are but few in 
Compariſon of thoſe, that ſhall be in all Ages 
ſucceeding, and cannot live long ; but in the 
Poſt-nati ſhall the Union be continued, and live 
ever, Age after Age; which, wanting a Dif- 
ference, cannot but leave a perpetual Mark of 
Separation in the Work of the Union : As alſo 
that Argument of Jealouſy will be fo far remo- 
ved in the Caſe of the Poſi- nati, which are to 
reap the Benefit in all ſucceeding Ages, as, by 
the contrary, there will then ariſe Pharaobs, 
which never knew Joſeph; the Kings, my Suc- 
ceſſors, who, being born and bred here, can ne- 
yer have more Occaſion of Acquaintance with 
the Scottiſb Nation in general, than any other 
Engliſh King, that was before my Time. Be 
not therefore abuſed with the flattering Speeches 
of ſuch, as would have the Ante-nart preferred; 
alledging their Merit in my Service, and ſuch 
other Reaſons, which indeed eare but Sophiſms : 
Vor. V. N « F OF 
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As. 5. James I. For my Rewarding, out of my Liberality, of any 
' 47657, particular Men, hath nothing adoe with the gene- 
© ral ACtof the Union which muſt not regard the 
© Deſerts of private Perſons, but the general Weal 
© and Conjoining of the Nations. Beſides that, 
© the actual Naturalizing, which is the only Point, 
© that is in your Hands, is already granted to by 
6 CY to the moſt Part of ſuch particular 
© Perſons, as can have any Uſe of it here; and if 
© any other well-deſerving Men were to ſue for it 
© hereafter, I doubt not, but there would never be 
© Queſtion moved among you, for the granting of 
© it. And therefore it is moſt evident, that ſuch 
* Diſcourſers have Mel in Ore, Fel in Corde, as I 
* ſaid before; carrying an outward Appearance of 
© Love to the Union, but indeed a contrary Reſo- 
© lution in their Hearts. And as for Limitations, 
and ReſpeQations, ſuch as ſhall by me be agreed 
© upon to be reaſonable and neceſſary, after you 
have fully debated upon them; you may aſſure 
* yourſelves, I will with Indifferency grant what 
is requiſite, without partial Reſpect of Scotland. 
©] am, as I have often ſaid, born, and ſworn, 
King over both Kingdoms: Only thus far let 
© me intreat you, in debating the Point at your 
© next Meeting, that ye be as ready to reſolve 
© Doubts, as to move them, and to be ſatisfied, 
* when Doubts are cleared.” 

And as for Commodities, that come by the 
© Union of thefe Kingdoms, they are great 
and evident; Peace, Plenty, Love, free Inter- 
* courſe, and common Society of two great Na- 
tions. All foreign Kings, that have ſent their 
* Ambaſſadors to congratulate with me, ſince my 

: Coming, have ſaluted me, as Monarch of the 
hole Iſle, and with much more Reſpect of my 
| « Greatneſs, than if I were King alone of one of 
1 © theſe Realms: And with what Comfort do your- 
_ © ſelves behold 7rifh, Scttiſh, Welch, and Engliſh, 
divers in Nation, yet all walking as Subjects and 
* Servants within my Court, and all living under 
the Allegiance of your King; befides the Hon- 
N g * our 
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in the Court, of divers Nations, carries in the 
Eyes of all Strangers, that repair hither ? Thoſe 
confining Places, which [were] the Borders of the 
two Kingdoms ; where heretofore much Blood 
was ſhed, and many of your Anceſtors loſt their 
Lives; yea, that lay waſte and deſolate, and 
were Habitations but for Runagates ; are now 
become the Navel or Umbilick of both King- 
doms, planted and peopled with Civility and 
Riches : Their Churches begin to be planted 
their Doors ſtand now open ; they fear neither 
robbing nor ſpoiling; and where there was no- 
thing before heard, nor ſeen, in thofe Parts, but 
Bloodſhed, Oppreſſions, Complaints, and Out- 
cries, they now live every Man peaceably under 
his own Fig-tree ; and all their former Cries and 
Complaints turned only into Prayers to God for 
their King, under whom they enjoy ſuch Eaſe 
and happy Quietneſs. The Marches, beyond 
and on this Side Tweed, are as fruitful, and as 
peaceable as moſt Parts of England. It, after 
all this, there ſhall be a Sciſſure, what Inconven- 
ience will follow, judge you.“ 

* And as for the Inconveniences, that are feared 
on England's Part, it is alledged, that the Scots 
are a populous Nation; they ſhall be harboured 
in our Neſt ; they ſhall be planted and flouriſh 
in our good Soil ; they ſhall eat our Commons 
bare, and make us lean. Theſe are fooliſh and 
idle Surmiſes. That, which you poſſeſs, they 
are not to enjoy; by Law they cannot, nor by 
my Partiality they ſhall not: For, ſet apart 
Conſcience and Honour (which if I ſhould ſet 
apart indeed, I had rather wiſh myſelf to be ſet 
apart, and out of all Being) can any Man con- 
clude, eirher out of common Reaſon, or good 
© Policy, that I will prefer thoſe, which perhaps 
I ſhall never ſee, or but by Poſt, for a Month, 
© before thoſe, with whom 1 muſt always dwell ? 
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© Can they conquer or overcome you with Swarms 
* of People, as the Gothes and the Vandals did 
N 2 * tay? 
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Hah ? Surely the World knows, they are no- 
thing ſo populous as you are; and although they 
have had the Honour, and good Fortune, never 
to be conquered; yet were they ever but upon 
the defenfive Part, and may, in a Part, thank 
their Hills and inacceſſible Paſſages, that preſer- 
ved them from an utter Overthrow, at the 
Hands of all, that pretended to conquer them. 
Or are they ſo very poor and miſerable in their 
own Habitations, that Neceſſity ſhould force 
them all to make Incurſions among you ? And 
for my Part, when I have two Nations under 
my Government, can you imagine, I will re- 
ſpect the lefler, and neglect the greater? Would 
I not think it a leſs Evil and Hazard to me, that 
the Plague were at Northampton, or Berwick, 
than at London, ſo near Weſtminſter, the Seat of 
my Habitation, and of my Wife and Children ? 
Will not a Man be more careful to quench the 


Fire taken in his neareſt Neighbour's Houſe, 
than if a whole Town were a- fite far from him? 


You know, that I am careful to preſerve the 


Woods, and Game, through all England, nay, 


through all the Iſle; yet none of you doubts, 
but that I would be more offended with any 
Diforder in the Foreſt of Valibam, for ſtealing 
of a Stag there, which lieth, as it were, under 
my Nofe-' and in a Manner joineth with my 
Garden, than with cutting of Timber, or ſtea]- 
ing of 'a Deer, in any Foreſt of the North Parts 
of Yorkſhire, or the Bifboprick. Think you, 
that -1 will prefer them, that be abſent, leſs 
powerful, and farther off to do me Good, or 
Hurt, before you, with whom my Security and 
Living muſt be, and where 1 deſire to mu my 
Poſterity ? If I might, by any ſuch Favours, 
raiſe myſelf to a Greatneſs, it might be probable : 
All I .cannot draw ; and to loſe a whole State 
here, to pleaſe a few there, were Madneſs. I 
need ſpeak no more of this with Proteſtations : 
Speak but of a Wit, it is not likely ; and to 

* doubt 


doubt of my Intention in this, were more than An. 5, James I. 
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For mine own Part, I offer more, than I re- 
ceive ; and Conveniency I prefer before Law, 
in this Point. For three Parts, wherein I might 
hurt this Nation, by Partiality to the Scots, you 
know, do abſolutely lie in my Hands and Power: 


For either in Diſpoſition of Rents, or whatſo- 


ever Benefit, or in the Preferring of them to 
any Dignity or Office, civil or eccleſiaſtical, or 
in calling them to the Parliament; it doth all 
fully and only lie within the Compaſs of my 
Prerogative; which are the Parts, wherein the 
Scott iſhmen can receive either Benefit, or Prefer- 
ment, by the Union; and wherein, for the 
Care I have of this People, 1 am content to 
bind myſelf with ſome reaſonable Reſtrictions.” 

* As for the fourth Part, the Naturalizing, 
which only lieth in your Hands ; it is the Point, 
wherein they receive leaſt Benefit of any : For 
in that they can obtain nothing, but what they 
buy. by their Purſe, or acquire by the ſelf-ſame 


Means, that you do. And as for the Point of 


Naturalizing, which is the Point thought ſo fit, 
and fo preciſely belonging to Parliament; not 
to ſpeak of the Common Law, wherein as yet, 
I can profeſs no great Knowledge, but in ihe 
Civil Law, wherein I am a little better verſcd, 
and which, in the Point of Conjunction of Na- 
tions, ſhould bear a great Sway, it being the Law 
of Nations; I will maintain two Principles in it, 
which no learned and grave Civilian will deny ; 
as being clearly to be proved, both out of the 
Text itſelf, in many Places, and alſo out of the 
beſt approved Doctors and Interpreters of that 
Law : The one, that it is a ſpecial Point of the 
King's own Prerogative, to make Aliens Citi- 
zens, and donare Civitate + The other, that in 
any Caſe, wherein the Law is thought not to 
be cleared (as ſome of yourſelves do doubt, that, 
in this Caſe of the Poft-nati, the Law of Eng- 
land doth not clearly determine) then in ſuch a 
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Queſtion, wherein no poſitive Law is reſolute, 
Rex et Fudex ; for he is Lex loquens, and is to 
_ fupply the Law, where the Law wants : And if 
* many famous Hiſtories be to be believed, they 
ive the Example, for maintaining of this Law, 
in the Perſons of the Kings of England and 
France eſpecially, whoſe ſpecial Prerogative they 
alledge it to be. But this I ſpeak only, as know- 
ing what belongeth to a King ; although in this 
Caſe I preſs no further, than that, which may 
agree with your Loves, and ſtand with the Weal 
and Conveniency of both Nations.” 
And whereas ſome may think, this Union 
will bring Prejudice to ſome Towns and Cor- 
porations within England ; it may be, a Mer- 
chant or two of Bri/tel, or Yarmouth, may have 
an hundred Pounds leſs in his Pack; but if the 
Empire gain, and become the greater, it is no 
Matter. You ſee one Corporation is ever againſt 
another; and no private Company can be ſet up, 
but with ſome Loſs to another. 
* Fourth : For the ſuppoſed Inconveniences ri- 
fing from Scotland, they are three: Firſt, that 
there is an evil Affection in the Scottiſh Nation 
to the Union: Next, the Union is incompatible 
between two ſuch Nations: Thirdly, that the 
Gain is ſmall, or none: If this be ſo, to what 
End do we talk of an Union?* - 
For Proof of the firſt Point, there is alledged 
an Averſnels in the S:ottiſh Nation, expreſſed in 
the Inſtrument, both in the Preface and Body of 
their Act: In the Preface, where they declare, 
that they will remain an abſolute and free Mon- 
archy ; and in the Body of the Act, where 
they make an Exception of the ancient funda- 
mental Laws of that Kingdom.“ 
And firſt, for the General, of their Averſ- 
nefs. All the main Current in your Lower 
Houſe ran this whole Sefhon of Parliament with 
that Opinion, that Scotland was fo greedy of this 
Union, and apprehended, that they ſhould re- 
ceive ſo much Benefit by it, as they cared not 


© for 
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for the Strictneſs of any Conditions, ſo they An. f. james I, 
© might attain to the Subſtance z and yet you now 1607. 
* ſay, they are backwards, and averſe from the 
© Union. This is a direct Contradiction in ad- 
* jefto: For how can they both be Beggars and 
© backwards, in one and the ſelf-ſame Thing, at 
the ſame Time:? 
But, for Anſwer to the Particulars, it is an 
old School Point, Ejus e explicare, cujus eff 
condere : You cannot interpret their Laws, nor 
they yours: I, that made them, with their Ai- 
ſent, can beſt expound them.“ 
And firſt, I confeſs, that the Engi/o Parlia- 
ments are ſo long, and the Scattifh ſo ſhort, that 
a Mean between them would do well : For the 
Shortneſs of their continuing together was the 
Cauſe of their haſty Miſtaking, by ſetting theſe 
Words, of Exception of fundamental Laws, in 
the Body of the Act; which they only did, in 
reſſing to imitate, Word by Word, the Enga/b 
nſtrument, wherein the ſame Words be con- 
tained in your Preface. And as'to their Mean- 
ing and Interpretation of that Word; I will not 
only deliver it unto you, out of mine own Con- 
ceit, but as it was delivered unto me by the 
Lawyers of Scotland, both Counſellors, and o- 
ther Lawyers, who were at the making thereof 
in Scotland, and were Commiſhoners here for 
Performance of the ſame.” | 
* Their Meaning in the Word, of fundamental 
Laws, you ſhall perceive more fully hereafter, 
when I handle the Objection of the Difference 
of Laws; for they intend thereby only thoſe 
Laws, whereby Confuſion is avoided, and their 
Kings Deſcent maintained, and the Heritage of 
the Succeſſion and Monarchy, which hath been 
a Kingdom, to which I am deſcent, three hundred 
Years before Chrit; not meaning it, as you do, 
of their Common Law ; for they have none, 
but that, which is called Jus Regis : And their 
Defire of continuing a free Monarchy, was only 
meant, that all ſuch particular Priviledges (where- 
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of I ſpake before) ſhould not be ſo confounded, 
as, for want either of Magiſtrate, Law, or Or- 
der, they might fall into ſuch a Confuſion, as to 
become like a naked Province, without Law or 
Liberty, under this Kingdom. I hope you mean 
not, I ſhould ſet Garriſons over them, as the 
Spaniards do over Sicily and Naples ; or govern 
them by Commiſſioners, which are ſeldom ſound 
ſucceedingly all wiſe and honeſt Men. This I 
muſt ſay for Scotland, and I may truly vaunt it; 
here I fit, and govern it with my Pen ; I write, 
and it is done ; and by a Clerk of the Council I 
govern Scotland now, which others could not do 
by the Sword. And for their Averſneſs in their 

eart againſt the Union; it is true indeed, I 
proteſt, they did never crave this Union of me, 
nor ſought it, either in private, or the State by 
Letters, nor ever once did any. of that Nation 
preſs me forward, or wiſh me to accelerate that 
Bufineſs ; but on the other Part, they offered al- 
ways to obey me, when it ſhould come to them ; 
and all honeſt Men, that defire my Greatneſs, 
have been thus minded, for the perſonal Reve- 
rence and Regard they bear unto my Perſon, and 
any of my reaſonable and juſt Deſires. I know 
there are many Bigotts amongſt them, I mean 
a Number of ſeditious and diſcontented particular 


| Perſons, as muſt be in all Commonwealths, that 


where they dare, may peradventure talk lewely 
enough; but no Scotiiſbman ever ſpake diſhon- 
ourable of England in Parliament. For here 
muſt 1 note unto you the Difference of the two 
Parliaments in theſe two Kingdoms: For there 
they muſt not ſpeak, without the Chancellor's 
Leave; and if any Man do propound or utter 
any ſeditious or uncomely Speeches, he is ſtraight 
interrupted and filenced by the Chancellor's Au- 
thority ; whereas here, the Liberty for any Man 
to ſpeak what he liſt, and as long as he liſt, was 
the only Cauſe he was not interrupted.” 
It hath been objected, that there is an Anti- 
pathy of the Laws and Cuſtoms of * N. 
; Nav 


.. 
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Nations. It - is much miſtaken ; for Scotlend au, 


© hath no Common Law, as here; but the Law 
they have, is of three Sorts: 
All the Law of Scotland for Tenures, Wards 
and Liveries, Signiories, and Lands, are drawn 
out of the Chancery of England and for Mat- 
ters of Equity, and in many Things elſe, differs 
from you, but in certain Terms. James the 
« firſt, bred here in England, brought the Laws 
© thither, in a written Hand. 

© The Second is Statute Laws, whieh be their 
Acts of Parliament; wherein they have Power, 
© as you, to make and alter Laws; and thoſe may 
© be looked into by you; for I hope you ſhall be 
© no more Strangers to that Nation: And the 
< principal Work of this Union will be to reconcile 
* the Statute Laws of both Kingdoms.“ 

* The Third is the Civil Law. James the 
« fifth brought it out of France, by eſtabliſhing 
© the Seſlions there, according to tbe Form of the 
Court of Parliament of France, which he had 
© ſeen in the Time of his being there; who 
* occupy there the Place of Civil Judges, in all 
+ Matters of Plea or Controverſy ; yet not to go- 
© vern abſolutely by the Civil Law, as in France. 
For if a Man plead, that the Law of the Na- 
tion is otherwiſe, it is a Bar to the Civil; and 
© a good Chancellor, or Prefident, will often-times 
5 repel, and put to Silence, an Argument, that 
© the Lawyers bring out of the Civil Law, where 
© they have a clear Solution in their own Law: 
© So as the Civil Law, in Scotland, is admitted in 
© no other Caſes, but to ſupply ſuch Caſes, where- 
in the Municipal Law is defective. Then may 


« you fee, it is not ſo hard a Matter, as is thought, 


© to reduce, that Country to be united with you 
under this Law; nor yet have any old Common 
Law of their own, but ſuch as, in Effect, is 
+ borrowed from yours. And for their Statute 
Las in Parliament ; you may alter and change 


* them, as oft as Occaſion ſhall require, as you 


© dp here.“ «1 
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Aa. 5. James I. It hath likewiſe been objected, as another Im- 
1607. © pediment, that, in the Parliament of Scotland, 
© the King hath not a Negative Voice, but muſt 
6: paſs all the Laws agreed on by the Lords and 
Commons. | 
Of this I can beſt reſolve you; for I am the 
© eldeſt Parliament- Man in Scotland, and have fat 
in more Parliaments, than any of my Prede- 
© ceſſors. I can affure you, that the Form of Par- 
liament there is nothing inclined to Popularity. 
About a twenty Days, or ſuch a Time, before 
© the Parliament, Proclamation is made through- 
© out. the Kingdom, to deliver in to the King's 
© Clerk of Regiſter (whom you here call the Maſ- 
© ter. of the Rolls) all Bills to be exhibited that 
Seſſion, before a certain Day. Then are they 
© brought unto the King, and peruſed. and con- 
© {idered by him; and only ſuch, as I allow of, are 
put into the Chancelior's Hands, to be propoun- 
< ded to the Parliament, and none others: And if 
© any Man in Parliament ſpeak of any other Mat- 
© ter, than is in this Form firſt allowed by me ; 
the Chancellor tells him, there is no ſuch Bill al- 
N lowed by the King.“ 
© Beſides, when they have paſſed them for Laws, 
they are preſented unto me, and, with my Scep- 
ter put into my Hand by the Chancellor, I muſt . 
ſay, I ratify and approve all I bings done in this 
preſent Parliament : And if there be any Thing, 
© that I diſlike, they raſe it out before. If this 
may be called a Negative Voice, then I have one, 
© 1 am ſure, in that Parliament.” 
- © The laſt Impediment is the French Liberties ; 
© which are thought ſo great, as, except the Scots 
* forſake France, Engiand cannot be united to 
* them.” | 
If the Scottiſb Nation would be ſo unwilling 
to leave them, as is ſaid, it would not lie in their 
Hands ; for the League was never made between 
the People, as is miſtaken, but betwixt the Prin- 
ces only, and their Crowns, The Beginning | 
was by a Meſſage from a King of Francs 
| | * (Charles 
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(Charlemagne, 1 take it; but I cannot certainly Al 5; James I. 
« I 0 


remember) unto a King of Scotland, for a League 
Defenſive and Offenſive, between us and them, 
againſt England ; France being at that Time in 
ars with England, The like, at that Time, 
was then defired by England againſt France ; 
who alſo ſent their Ambaſſadors to Scotland. — 
At the firſt, the Diſputation was long maintain- 
ed in Favour of England; that they being our 
neareſt Neighbours, joined in one Continent, 
and a ſtrong and powerful Nation, it was more 
fit, for the Weal and Security of the State of 
Scotland, to be in League and Amity with them, 
than with a Country, though never ſo ſtrong, 
"= divided by Sea from us ; eſpecially England 
ing betwixt us and them, where we might be 
ure of a ſudden Miſchief, but behooved to abide 
the Hazard of Wind and Weather, and other 
Accidents, that might hinder our Relief. But 
after, when the contrary Part of the Argument 
was maintained ; wherein Allegation was made, 
that Eng/and ever ſought to conquer Scotland, 
and therefore, in regard of their pretended Intereſt 
in the Kingdom, would never keep any ſound 
Amity with them, longer than they ſaw their 
Advantage; whereas France, lying more re- 
mote, and claiming no Intereſt in the Kingdom, 
would therefore be tound a more conſtant Friend ; 
it was unhappily concluded in Favour of the laſt 
Party; through which Occafion, Scotland got 
many Miſchiefs after. And it is, by the very 
Tenor thereot, ordered to be renewed and con- 
firmed, from King to King, ſucceſhyely ; 
which accordingly wasever perform'd by the Me- 
diation of their Ambaſfadors, and therefore mere- 
ly perſonal; and 10 was it renewed in the Queen 
my Mother's Time, only between the two 
Kings, and not by Afent of Parliament, or 
Convention of three Eftates, which it could 
never have wanted, if it had been a League be- 
tween the People. And in my Time, when it 


came to be ratified, becauſe it appeared to be in 


s odjum 


, 


& An. LL ames I. 
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© odium tertii, it was by me left unrenewed or 


'© confirmed, as a Thing 1 tible to my Per- 


© ſon, in Conſideration of my Title to this Crown. 
© Some Priviledges indeed, in the Merchants Fa- 
* your, for Point of Commerce, were renewed 
© and confirmed in my Time; wherein, for my 
© Part of it, there was ſcarce three Counſellors 
© more than my Secretary, to whoſe Place it be- 
© longed, that medled in that Matter. It is true, 
© that it behooved to be enterined (as they call it) 
in the Court of Parliament of Paris; but that only 
« ſexyes for Publication, and not to give it Authori- 
ty; that Parliament, as you know, being but a 
© judicial Seat of ſudges and Lawyers, and nothing 
© agreeing with the Definition or Office of our 
© Parliaments in this Iſle. And therefore, that 
© any Fruits or Privileges, poſſeſſed by the League 
© with France, is able now to remain in Scotland, 
© is impoſſible; for ye may be ſure, that the 
« French King ſtays only upon the Sight of the 
© Ending of this Union, to cut it off himſelf : 
© Otherwiſe, when this great Work were at an 
End, I would be forced, for the general Care 1 
© owe to all my Subjects, to crave of France like 
© Privileges to them all, as Scotland already en- 
«© joys ; ſecing the perſonal Friendſhip remains as 


great between us, as between our Progenitors, 


and all my Subjects mult be alike dear unto me; 
© which either he will never grant, and ſo all will 
fall to the Ground; or elle it will turn to the 
6 2 * the whole Iſland: And fo — 
« tiſþ Privileges cannot hold longer, t 
© League with France laſteth.” Ns rod 
© And for another Argument, to prove, that 
this League is only between the Kings, and not 
between the People; they, which have Pen- 
« ſions, or are privy Intelligence - givers in France, 
* without my Leave, are in no better Caſe by the 
© Law of Scotland, than tho' Penſioners to Spain.” 
As for the Scottiſb Guard in France, the Be- 
« ginning thereof was, when an Earl of Baghan (b) 
% Sic Orig. Quere Buchans 
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was ſent in Aid of the French, with ten thouſand An. 


Men; and there being made Conſtable, and ha- 
ving obtained a Victory, was murthered, with 
the moſt of the Scatti/h Army. In Recompence 
whereof, and for a future Security to the Scar- 
tiþ Nation, the Scottiſʒ Guard was ordained to 


have the Privilege. and Prerogative, before all 


other Guards, in guarding the King's Perſon,” 
And as for the laſt Point of this Subdiviſion, 
concerning the Gain, that England may make 
by this Union; I think no wiſe,” nor honeſt Man 
will aſk any ſuch Queſtion, For who is ſo ig- 
norant, that doth not know, the Gain will be 
great? Do you not gain by the Union of Wales? 
And is not Scotland greater than Hales? Shall 
not your Dominions de increaſed, or Lands, 
Seas, and Perſons, added to your Greatneſs ? 
And are not your Lands and Seas adjoining ? 
For who can ſet down the Limits of the Borders, 
but as a mathematical Line. or Idea ? Then will 
that Back-door be ſhut, and thoſe Ports of Janus 
be for ever. Cloſed : You ſhall have thoſe, that 
were your Enemies to moleſt you, a ſure Back 
to defend you; their Bodies ſhall be your Aids, 
and they muſt be Partners in all your Quarrels. 
Two Snow-balls put together, make one the 
greater; two Houſes join'd, make one the larger ; 
two Caſtle-walls, made in one, makes one as 
thick and ſtrong as both. And do you not ſee, 
in the Low Countries, hew available the Engi/b 
and the Scortiſh are, being joined together? This 
is a Point ſo plain, as no Man, that hath Wit 
or Honeſty, but muſt acknowledge it feelingly.” 


And where it is objected, that the Scottiſbmen 


are not tied to the Service of the King in the Wars, 
above forty Days; it is an ignorant Miſtaking : 
For the Truth is, that, in reſpect the Kings of 
Scotland did not ſo abound in Treaſure and Mo- 
ney, to take up an Army under Pay, as the Kings 
of England did; therefore was the Scottiſh Army 
wont to be raiſed only by Proclamation, upon 
the Penalty of their Breach of Allegiance ; fo 

« * 8 
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An. g. James I. as they were all. forced to come to the War, 
1607 like Snails, who carry their Houſe about with 
| © them ; every Nobleman and Gentleman bring- 

© ing with them their Tents, Money, Proviſion 

© for their Houſe, Victuals of all Sorts, and all 

© other Neceſſaries, the King ſupplying them of 
nothing: Neceſſity thereupon enforcing a Warn- 

© ing to be given, by the Proclamation, of the 

© Space of their Attendance, without which, they 
could not make their Proviſion accordingly ; 

© eſpecially as long as they were within the Bounds 

© of Scotland, where it was not lawful for them to 

* helpthemſelves by theSpoil or Waſting the Coun- 
© try. But neither is there any Law, preſcribing 

«* preciſely ſuch a certain Number of Days; 
© nor yet is it without the Limits of the King's 
© Power, to keep them together as many more 

© Days as he liſt; to renew his Proclamations, 

© from Time to Time, ſome reaſonable Number 

*® © of Days before the Expiring of the former; they 
© being ever bound to ſerve and wait upon him, 

© though it were an hundreth Year, if need 

© were.” | | 

Now, to conclude ; I am glad of this Oc- 

© cafion, that I might Liberare Animam meam. 

© Youare now to recede: When you meet again, 

© remember, I pray you, the Truth and Sincerity 

© of my Meaning; which, in ſeeking Union, is 

© only to advance the Greatneſs of your Empire 

« ſeated here in England; and yet with ſuch Cau- 
tion I wiſh it, as may ſtand with the Weal of 

© both States. What is now defired, hath oft be- 
fore been ſought; when it could not be obtained; 

© to refuſe it now then, were double Iniquity. 

© Strengthen your own Felicity. London muſt be 

_ © the Seat of your King, and Scotland joined to 
this Kingdom by a golden Conqueſt, but cemen- 

© ted with Love, as I faid before ; which, within, 

© will make you'ftrong againſt all civil and inteſ-- 

* © tine Rebellion; as, without, we will be com- 
paſled and guarded with our Walls of Braſs. 

Judge me charitably, ſince in this I ſeck your 
| 1 © equal 
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© equal Good; that ſo both of you might be Anu. 5. James I. 
© made fearful to your Enemies, powerful in your- 1607. 

© ſelves, and available to your Friends. Study 

© therefore, hereafter, to make a good Concluſion ; 

avoid all Delays; cut off all vain Queſtions 

* that your King may have his lawful Deſire, 

© and be not diſgraced in his juſt Ends; and, for ij 
your Security in ſuch reaſonable Points of Re- 0 
« ſtrictions, whereupon I am to agree, ye need 
never doubt of my Inclination: For I will not i! 
* fay any Thing, which I will not promiſe ; nor \ 


* promiſe any Thing, which I will not ſwear ; j 

what I ſwear, I will fign ; and what I ſign, I 't 

* ſhall, with God's Grace, ever perform.” | 
When the Commons were returned to their The Parliament 4 


Houſe, the Speaker fignified his Majeſty's Pleaſure *99urn'd. f 
that they ſhould adjourn to the zoth of April, on . | 
account of the Eafter-Holidays. — | | 
During this Intermiſſion, the King's laſt Speech They meet a- ] 
had been miſrepreſented by ſome of the Hearers, Pin 3 and the | 
which obliged him to ſend for both the Houſes fine plain. [1 
again, on the 2d of May, to clear up thoſe Points his former il 
to them which admitted of a double Meaning, eech. Mi 
Accordingly, the King delivered himſelf in theſe | 
\ 


Words: 


My Lords, and you Gentlemen of the Lower Houſe 
of Parliament : 


* TT is the chiefeſt Comfort of the Sower, to 9 
0 ſow his Seed in good Ground, where there 0 
js Hope, it may yield Fruit. Since I laſt ſpake « 
* unto you, I have heard, by common Report, | | 
© with what Applauſe and good Liking my Speech 
© hath been received, and digeſted : f hope you 
continue in the ſame Liking till ; and I wiſh, 
* my Hope may not be deceived ; that my Seed | 
* hath not fallen into ſtony, or ſandy Hearts ; 
* whereby what I ſpake may be miſtaken, and * 
prove barren, by pre- conceived Opinions; the | 
* Growth be choaked, forgotten, or carried away | 
© by the Fowls of the Air, or preverted contrary I 
6 to Wil 
1; 
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* to my Meaning. For my Part, I can find no 


Symptoms or Signs in the Lower Houſe, by 
© which I may misjudge them, but that they will 


© proceed in the ſame Courſe of particular Prepa- 


* ration, that they began in: As for the Upper 
* Houſe, there hath been no Word ſpoken of the 
Matter fince your laſt Meeting. I come not now 
© therefore toperſuade that, which is already begun 
* (having no Doubt in either of your Inclinations) 
* but to facilitate, and make the Way fair for 
* your going on. I ſhall do but the Part of a 
good Gardener, to prune, and dreſs, and take 
© away the Weeds and Brambles, that may hinder 
* the ſpringing. and budding of this good Plant. 
And becauſe there are, and may be, divers Ex- 
© plications and Expoſitions of my Speech, I was 


_ © deſirous to explain myſelf unto you; for (as I 


* ſaid in my former Speech) gus ef explicare, 
© cujus oft condere, I have not hindered c) any 


Speech; for it is not my Manner, neither have 
$1 Time to do it; only, for Order-fake, I will 

contain all I have to ſay, under three Heads; 
Dix. 


J. To interpret mine own Meaning in my 
former Speech. f 

II * „«%p „„ | 

III. To endeavour to ſet before you ſome . 
© Courſe of Proceeding hereafter.” 

I. Upon my Speech ſome have builded Gold 
and Silver; ſome, Hay and Stubble : I muſt be 
a Fire to conſume and burn up the Hay and 
£ Stubble, and to fift out and preſerve the Gold and 
Silver. I underſtand, that ſome have interpreted 
my Words, as expreſſing a Defire and Propo- 
© fitiom' of a perfect Union. I have not ſtudied 
© (as I faid) to give a full Anſwer to ſuch Inter- 
* preters ; but I know you can put a Difference 
* between wiſe Men and Fools: Fools handle 
Things either with Subtility, or Ignorance ; 
+ wiſe Men, with Subſtance, and ſolid Argu- 
ment. | 

21 


be) Sie Crig. 
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© I propounded ever, and fo I crave at your 
Hands, an abſolute and full Union, but not a 
perfect Union; ſuch an Union, as muſt have 
that Preparation, which is made: And, becauſe I 
ſpake of an abſolute Union, to ſay, or think, I 
wiſhed nothing in the mean Time, were abſurd. 
But it is moſt true, I ever wiſhed ſuch an Union, 
as there might be unus Rex, unus Grex, una 
Lex, Theſe Men, that thus interpret, mark 
them well ; and you ſhall find, that they pro- 
pound, and pray for that, they would moſt 
ſhun: Probate Spiritus(qg); and fee, if they give 
you not gilded Pills; whether they have not 
Mel in Ore, Fel in Corde.” 

Something muſt be done, you all confeſs ; 
the Devil himſelf cannot deny it : Then what 
Preparation can you have, or wiſh, other than 
hath been? This is but as if a Surgeon ſhould 
let Blood on the contrary Side, to let out the 
ill Humour.” | 

© You would have a Commiſſion, to prepare 
for this your perfect Union, when yourſelves 
have, in the Beginning, propounded it, have en- 
ated it, that Commiſſioners of both Nations 


An, 5 
1 


ſhould meet and treat; and theſe Commiſſionets, 


of your own Choice, for your Part, being met, 
have deliberately propounded, have maturely di- 
geſted, and have adviſedly brought forth ſome- 
thing in that Form, whereupon it is fit you 
ſhould proceed, and now, forſooth, you would 
have a Commiſſion. I will never grant a Com- 
miſſion : It ſhall never have my Conſent, or 
Allowance.” 

© | remember a Speech in Hen. VIII. Time, in 
the Parlament Houſe : The King propounded 
ſomething, which came into the Houſe ; one in 
the Houle ſaid, That he thought the King's 
Meaning was good, ſo as it were according to 
Law : I pray (my Maſters) that I may hear no 
more of tuch fooliſh Diverſions, and Averhfions.* 
Vor. V. O 1 


(4) Spirites in Orig, 


James I. 
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An. 5. Iames I. It is merely idle and frivolous, to concei 
160% that any unperſect Union is defired, or * 
© granted: It is no more unperfect, as now it is 
© projected, than a Child, that is born without a 
© Beard. It is already a perfect Union in me, the 
Head. If you wanted a Head, that is me, your 
i © King over you all; or if you were of your- 
© ſelves no Body; then you had Reaſon to ſay, it 
© were unperfect ; but it is now perfect in my 
© Title and Deſcent, though it be not an accom- 
© pliſht and full Union; for that Time muſt ripen 
© and work.” | 
When a Child is in the Mother's Womb, 
. * though it hath all the Lineaments and Parts of a 
| Body, yet it is but an Embrio, and no Child; 
| © and ſhall be born in his due Time: When it is 
© born, though it then be a perfect Child, yet it is 
no Man; it muſt gather Strength and Perfection 
* by Time: Even fo is it in this Caſe of Union. 
© 'The Union is perfect in me; that is, it is an 
* Union in my Blood and Title; yet but in En- 
* brione perfect. Upon the late Queen's Death, 
© the Child was firſt brought to Light z but to 
make it a perfect Man, to bring it to an accom- 
© pliſht Union, it muſt have Time and Means; 
and if it be not at the firſt, blame not me; 
© blame Time; blame the Order of Nature,” 
© Iremember, at the Beginning, when I firſt cra- 
ved an Union, my Deſire was to have a perfect 
Union: Then this whole Body drew back; ſaid, 
It could not be diſpatched at once; it. were fit 
it were entered into by little and little; deviſed. 
all Reſtrictions they could, to tie it within 
Bounds ; produced ſundry Precedents of the like; 
as $ * ® #* 4 *; and when I would have had 
a more full and liberal Commiſſion, you bqund- 
ed it yourſelves.” | | 
But how would you have a perfect Union, 
but by this Preparation ? By Bills, by Com- 
mittee, by Argument: And yet, I fay (ufing 
© our Saviour's Words) Hoc facite, aliud non omit- 
* tite, Mary! I would not have you 1 — 
· 
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that to be done To-day, that is to be done An. 5. James L. 


6 To- morrow.“ 

II. The ſecond Part of my Diviſion is, to 
* anſwer Objections. | 

* 1. One Objection is, What Gain ſhall we 
© have by it ? 

I thought, I had expreſſed it ſufficiently: be- 
© fore. But do they aſk, What Gain? Is:it not 
© Gain, to add a Nation to this; to make it one 
great and glorious Empire; to have that Peo- 
ple to join their Arms and Strength with you 
upon all Occaſions; to make of half a Land 
one intire; to add to the Splendor of the King's 
Court; to turn Curſes into Bleſſings; to turn 
Blood: and Rapine into Peace and Plenty; re- 
membering always, that you have the Bleſſin 
of the Seat here, and that this is the Center 
* But I confeſs it is good to be ſometimes: far 
from the Prince's Court: Procu! a Numine, pro- 
© cul a Fulmine. But whether that be fo here, or 
© no, I appeal to be judged by the Children a- 
© bave fix Years old in London I defire, that 
the Commilſlioners for theſe Parts would: ſpeak 
© as they find: I defire no other Witneſſes, than 
© thoſe, that beſt know. But if you find, that 
my Reſidence here doch Harm, I will make two 
Offers: One, I will keep my Seat alternatim, 
in the ſeveral Countries; I will ſtay one Year in 
Scotland, and another here, as ſome other Kings 
do, that have ſeveral Kingdoms: The other is, 
I will keep my Court nearer Scotland, at York ; 
© af ſome Place thereabouts , ſo as you and Scot - 
© land ſhall be both alike procul a Fulmine: And I 
© proteſt, I will do either of theſe, if you think 
it for. your Good; and if I ſhall not ſee this 
<. Union likely to go forward, I will do it how- 
© ſoever. Obſerve then the wandering Objections 
* of theſe Men; confider of the Subſtance of theſe 
Speeches, whether they offer you. not gilded 
Pills. I fear me, they would neither be found 
© wiſe, nor honeſt, if they be examined and 
© ripped up; For if _= mark it, they are no- 
f 2 
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thing but Iterations of my Speeches, which 1 
© would be ſorry to hear retorted agrinſt me. 

2. Obj. The ſecond Objection: There can be 
© no Security for ſuch Cautions, as ſhall be agreed 
on. To this I cannot tell what to anſwer ; 
© becauſe neither I am well verſed nor ſkilled in 
your Common-Law, nor you will give Credit 
* to the Judges in that, which they can ſay in 
* this Point. But I will bring it to this Dilem- 
© ma; either I can give Security, or I cannot: 
* If I can, why do you not yourſelves enter into 
© Confideration of it, and accept it? If I can» 
not, then muſt you leave all to me, after the 
* Parliament, to do what I will; and if any 
© Thing light upon you, other than you looked 
© for, you muſt take, and bear that, which your 
* own Folly hath brought you unto, becauſe you 
did not prevent it in Time, when it was in 
* your Hands.” | | | 

* 3. Obj. We muſt yield them now but a little. 
© becauſe we muſt keep them in Appetite : For, 
* you fay, Turpius ꝙicitur, quam non admittitur 
Hoſpes. 
* Anfwver. We are not now making Marriages 
with Spain ; this is no new Contract or Bargain, 
that requires preciſe Conditions. Res non eff in- 
tegra. The Union and Bargain is alread 
made; nothing now to be thought on, or d 
in, but the Means. It is an idle Thing now to 
talk of Appetite. It is true, that the Lords 
commended a perfect Union; but I am ſure 
they ever had Relation to the Inſtrument, and 
to the Courſe that was taken, for prcceeding by 
the Degrees therein propounded ; neither did [ 
ever hear, before now, of any Man, that meant 
other, than this Proceeding upon the firſt In- 
ſtrument,” | 
Nov ſhall I come to ſome other ObjeCtions, 
© more p-ſſionate and violent, but more idle, and 
© of leſs Weight than the reſt. It is affirmed, 
© that the Taking away of hoſtile Laws is a 
6. Donative, a great Grace and Favour; where 
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© it is known, as now they ſtand, they do preſs ** 1607. 
* yourſelves, as well as them of Scotland; though, . 
© by the Union that is already made, they lofe 

* their Force and Vigour. It is. true, that it is 

* fitteſt to take them away by Parliament, becauſz 

© they were eſtabliſhed by Parliament; but all 

that can be ſaid, is no more, than as if you 

© ſhould ſay, it is fit to take hoſtile Laws away, 

+ becauſe they are taken away.” 

© It is faid alſo, that if you deal by Bills, they 

are like to have a cold Effect; preju ging the 

good Diſpoſition of the whole Houte. I am 

{ſorry to hear of ſuch Speeches, againſt Duty, al- 

moſt againſt Allegiance. I know not their lt 
Meaning, except they delight to ſing with the 


Owl upon the Buſh, &:. It is a ſtrange and 
ominous Prophecy, for which I know no An- | j 
ſwer, but that I ſhall pray, that ſuch Swallows U 
bring but one Summer with them. It is no | 
Marvel, if Men of that Coat have neither | 
Hopes nor Fears from me; and fear I ſhall be | 
well adviſed, what I do with them. 1 looked | 
for no ſuch Fruits at your Hands ; ſuch perſonal 
Diſcourſes, and Speeches ; which, of all other, | 
I looked you ſhould avoid, as not beſeeming | 
the Gravity of your Aſſembly. I am your 
Eing : I am placed to govern you, and ſhall l 
anſwer for your Errors : I am a Man of Fleſh | 
and Blood, and have my Paſſions and Affections, 
as other Men: I pray you, do not too far move il 
me to do that, which my Power may tempt l] 
me unto.” | 
* Now for the Courſe I would have you hold, | 
the third Part of my Diviſion ; let it be my 
Advice, that you do all Things with Reverence ; 
with Love; that it may ſeem, you have Duty, 1 
Reſpect, and Care to pleaſe him, that will, by 
all his beſt Endeavours, ſeek to give you Con- 
tentment. That Speech of Love me little, Hi 
and love me long,” was a damned Speech; for | 
Love and Affection mult be ardent, ſettled upon | 

good Grounds, not removable. Men die, Men 


O 3 grow 
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© grow cold; but daily increaſe, eſpecially in Bre- 
© thren, in two Dugs of one Breaſt, in Children 
© towards their Parents.“ | 

I would wiſh you to proceed with Order, and 


© with Diligence, and above all, with Love to your 


© Sovereign: I fay, with the more Diligence; 
© becauſe now the Sickneſs increafing, the Heat of 
© the Year, yea your own Hay-harveſt, do per- 
© ſuade you to make haſte into the Country. 
© Make no more Doubts, than is needful ; where- 
© evera Thing is made doubtful, there nothing 
© will ever come to Perfection. If any Doubts 
© doariſe, make me acquainted with them; pour 
©'them into my Boſom; I will ftrive to give you 
© Satisfaction "ff I cannot anſwer, or ſatisfy them, 
let the Blame reſt —- And, to conclude, 
© 'T defire, that your Travels may be ſuch, as you 
may procure Strangers to reverence us, our Ene- 
mies to fear us, our Friends to be glad, our 
Subjects to rejoice with you and me; that the 
World may ſee, there is an Union ftill in work- 
© ing and proceeding : That you beware of all 
© fanatical Spirits, all extraordinary, and colour- 
© able Speeches; that there be no Diſtractions, 
nor Diſtempers, among you; that you breed 
© not Contempt to the great Work ſo well begun, 
© and Diſcouragement to others, that wiſh well; 
©. that you tempt not the Patience of your Prince; 
© and finally, that, with all Speed, you proceed 
© with as much as can be done at this Time, and 
make not all you have done, fruſtrate.” 


By what hath been given of this Affair, both 
in the former Proceedings of the Lords, and the 
later Account of the Debate in the Houſsof Com- 
mons, it may well ſeem that the whole Time of this 
Seſſion was taken up in the Buſineſs of Union. But 
there were alſo ſome ſalutary Laws enacted, be- 
fides, the Act for aboliſhing all HoſHilities, &c. 


_ before mentioned. Our Statute-Books only give 


us thirteen ; whereas the Catalogue, in the Lords 
Fournals, mention the Titles of above ſixty, 5 
| c 
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lick and private Bills, which were brought into Aa. 


both Houſes this Seſſion ; half of which, at leaſt, we 
may well ſuppoſe, were paſſed into Laws. 
Having been already ſo particular in our Account 
of the Union, we ſhall be leſs circumſtantial in 
other Affairs; and, only, mention one remarkable 
Act regarding the Trade of the Nation; and which 
ſeems to · tally with ſome Circumſtances much 
nearer our own Time. | 
There was a Bill brought into Parliament this 
Seſſion, which was entitled, An A to explain an- 
other, made tha laſt Seſſion of this Parliament, called, 


An Att to enable all his Majeſty's loving Subjects of 


England and Wales, to trade freely into the Domi- 
nions of Spain, Portugal, and France. This was 
paſſed into a Law and may be ſeen in the printed 
Statutes (7). But we find, by the Journals, that 
the firſt mentioned Nation was not then in ſuch 
ſtrict Amity with us to iuffer a free Trade. For, 

On the 16th Day of May there was a Meſſage 
ſent from the Lower Houſe to the Lords, by Sir 
Edwin Sandys and others, to this Effect: That 


2 


Complaint 
again the De- 
predation of the 


a Petition, directed to his Majeſty and the High Spaniards 1 


Court of Parliament, had been exhibited to them, 
by ſeveral Merchants of this Realm, complaining, 
grievouſly, of many intolerable Wrongs and In- 
juries that had been offered them, by the Subjects 
of Spain, in all Parts Abroad where they trade. 
As well in taking and unjuſtly detaining of 
their Goods, as in bereaving them of their Liber- 
ties; and in the cruel Uſage of divers of them; 
either by committing them to the Gallies, or by 
other T'ortures.” That the Lower Houſe had taken 
the ſaid Complaint to Heart, and examined the 
ſame, as far as they could, not being able. to take 
Examination of the adverſe Parties, being of a 
foreign Nation. Nevertheleſs, they find that the 
Particulars of the ſaid Complaint, being twenty in 
Number, at the leaſt, are for the moſt Part very 
juſt; inſomuch, that thereby they conceive that a 
Diſhonour is offered to his Majeſty, Wrong to his 


(7) Statutes at large, 4. Jac, I. Cap, IX, 
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1607- That thereupon, they having entered into Confi- 
deration of Redreſs, have thought fit, in regard 
the Matter concerneth a foreign Nation, that is in 
Amity with his Majeſty and this State (5), to for- 
bear to proceed therein, any otherwiſe than by Pe- 
Upon which the dition to his Majeſty. And they earneſtly defire 
Commons defire their Lordſhips will be pleaſed to join with them 
5 in this Petition; and, that ſor their better Inſor- 
mation therein, they will allow of a Conference. 
at ſuch Time and Place as their Lordſhips ſhall 
think fit to appoint. Anſwer. That becauſe the 
Lords do find the Matter to be of fo great Weight, 
both in regard to Form and Subſtance, they will 
take ſome Time to confider of it maturely, and 
ſend them a fuller Anſwer as ſoon as they can. 
But, it was not till the 8th of June, that the 
Lords ſent to acquaint the Commons that they 
had conſidered of the Caſe, and deſired to ſee the 
Petition which the Merchants preſented to them ; 
and that then they would return further Anſwer 
touching the Conference. | 
The Petition, which is printed at length in the 
Fournals of the Commons, was fent, according 
to Deſire, with certain Reaſons and Articles an- 
nexed to it. Importing, That they thought ir 
needleſs to ſend the Petition before, becauſe, as it 
was inſcribed to the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and to the reſt 
of the Honourable Court of Parliament, they ima- 
ou the like had been preſented to their Lordſhips. 
n the Petition they obſerved two Points; 1. A 
Complaint. 2. A Direction for Remedy. That 
they had only examined the Proofs of the Com- 
plainants, not having Power to convene before 
them the Perſons complained of. And, in their 
Judgments, ſo far as they could examine, the Com- 
plaint was juſt, the Grievances great, and the Re- 
medy neceſſary, For the ſecond Point, they had 
not entertained any Purpoſe to meddle with that , 
being more proper for his Majeſty's Wiſdom ang 
le. 


(5) Peace had been proclaim'd with Spain, 5th Aug 1604s 
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Clemency, whoſe Subjects were all under his Pro- An. 5. " "ey I. 
tection; therefore they leave it wholly to him, 
and do now, only, renew their former Requeſt 
that Petition may be made to his Majeſty for ſome 
ſuch Means of Redreſs, as, in his princely Wiſ- 


dom, ſhall be thought fit. But, we are not 
told by the Fournals whether the Lords joined with 
the Commons in ſuch a Petition ; nor is there one 
Word of this Matter mentioned in any of our 
Hiſtorians, by which we may learn whether theſe 
Grievances were redreſſed, or not. 4 

Ju 4th, 1608, the Parliament was pro , 
by Commiſſion, to the roth of February follow- 
ing; and from that Time, by four other Proroga- 
tions to the qth of February, 1609. 

It is remarkable that there was no Supply either 
aſked or granted, in this laſt Seſſion of Parliament. 
And, indeed, what was hitherto given, ſince this 
King's Acceſhon, bears no Proportion to the heavy 
Taxes, laid on the Subject, at the latter End of 
the laſtReign. Wilſon infinuates here, That the 
King would not ſtrain the Blood of the Subject by 
the ordinary Way, leſt the Senſe of it ſhould bring 
more Fears and Faintings with it: But, that by 
laying on little Burdens, at firſt, he was only 
inuring them to bear greater, which were preparing 
for them, in the enſuing Seſſion of Parliament. 
In this Interval died Thomas Sackwie, Earl of 
Dorſet, Lord High Treaſurer of England; and was 
ſucceeded in that great Poſt, by Robert Cecil, Earl 
of Salisbury (t), younger Son of the late Lord 
Treaſurer Burleigh. 

The next Scflion, of what was ſtill the firſt 


Parliament of this King, continued fo long; and An. 7: James J. 
the Proccedings of it are ſo much to the Purport a; weaminger, 


of theſe Enquiries, that the Reader will not blame 
us for haſtening to them as ſoon as poſſible. Eſpe- 


cially, ſince there was nothing material that hap- 

| pen'd 

(e) So created, 4th May, 3 Jac I. with Pr ot his el- 

der Brother Thomas, who was the ſame Day ceated Karl of Exrer, 

He was one of the Secretaries of State, and a leading Member in 

the Houſe of Commo.s in the latter End of the Reign of Queen» 
Elizabeth mmmmmsSce Vol, IV. 


The Parliament 
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An. 7. JatiesT; pen H in the Interval, but the Arrival of the King 
e of Damen in nd, whole Reception and 
magnificent Entertainment here, is amply related 
by. dur larger Hiſtorians. The firſt Day of this 
Seſfion 'viz. February gth, opened with nothing 
material, but the Introduction of Robert, now 
Earl of Dorſet, to take his Seat in the Houſe of 
Lords, in the room of his deceaſed Father. From 
which Day, being Friday, the Lord Chancellor 
2 | adjourned the Houſe to the Wedneſday following. 
The Earl of $a. On that ho the Earl of Salisbury, Lord 
libury lays be: Deealurer of England, in a ſet Speech to the 
fore the" Parla- Lords, which be divided into two Parts, took oc- 
Nr, caſion to inform. their Lordſhips, Firſt, by ma- 
king a particular Relation of the Staze his Majeſty 
was reduced to, both in reſpect to his preſent Debts 
and other Occaſions of Expence; and ſome neceſ- 
fary Means to be conſidered of for a preſent Supply 
for his Wants, and Support of his Royal State in 
Time to come; which Cauſes he affirmed were 
the chief Reaſon ſor calling this Seſſion of Par- 
lament. Next, concerning the Prince, who, 
though already Duke of Corywal by natural De- 
ſcent, yet was to be created Prince of Malts and 
Earl of Cheſler. For the firſt again, concerning the 
State of the K ing's Debts, &c. his Lordſhipexplained 
by many ſubſtantial Arguments, Reaſons, and Pre- 
cedents, according to the Knowledge he had gained, 
as proper to his Place of Treaſurer; and other Ob- 
ſervations. Laſtly, he made a Motion that a Meſ- 
ſage might be ſent for this Purpoſe to the Lower 

Houſe, for a friendly Conference thereupon.“ 
This Motion was agreed to, and a Meſſage to the 
Commons was ſent the ſame Day, importing, 
thereupon. ture were the Occaſion of nn Meeting, 
their Lordſhips were deſirous the Commons ſhould 


be acquainted with them, ſince without their Con- 
currence nothing could be done. That they 
thought it neceſſary to treat of theſe Matters, at 
firſt,» whereby their Lordſhips this would 
proveaParliament of Conſolation. W 
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defired a Conference, for Confideration to be had An. 


of ſome” neceſſary Supplies to be granted to his Ma- 
jeſty, for his preſent Occaſions. And, further, 
ſignified that their 'Lordſhips'will join with them, 
for Retribution to his Majeſty, as ſhall be judged 
moſt fit and reaſonable.” 

The Commons readily accepted of this Propo- 
fal; and a Conference, with Time and Place, was 
agreed on between Committees of both Houſes. 
And the Lords ordered, that the Lord Treaſurer 
ſhould deliver the Subſtance of what he had, this 
Day, opened to them at the Committee. | 

t is not clear, 'by the Journals, what was faid 
or done at the firſt Conference. There is a long 
Account of it entered in'thoſe of the Commons, 
in 'the Reports made by the Sollicitor-General, 
Sir Francis Bacon, but the Items of them are fo 
ſhort as not to bear a Connection. Eſpecially in 
that of the Public Debts and Diſburſements, which 
are ſo intricate as not to be underſtood at all. We 
ſhall content ourſelves therefore in giving ſome 
Account of it from //ilſon, who tells us, That 
the Plea the Courtiers made Uſe of, to gain a Supply, 
was to urge the King's Neceſſities; which they ſaid 

ed from his great Diſburſements. That the 

hree hundred and fifty thouſand Pounds due for 
Subſidies in the late Queen's Time, he received 
with one Hand and paid away for her Debts with 
the other; redeeming the Crown- Lands which 
ſhe had "mortgaged to the City. That he had 
kept an Army of 19,000 Men on Foot in Treland, 
for ſome Time, wherein a great Number of the 
Nobility were Commanders, and other deſerving 
Soldiers, who would have been expofed to Want 
and Penury if not ſupplied : For it was not ſafe for 
the King to truſt the inveterate Malice of 2 new- 
reconciled Enemy, without Sword in Hand. 
The late Queen's Funeral Charges were reckoned 
up, which they hoped the Parliament would not 
repine at. The King and Queen, and the Royal 
Family's Retinues and Expences were enlarged in 
Proportion to their Numbers, and the Dignity of - 
| unitec 


7. James I. 
1609. 


\ 
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united Crown. The late magnificent Entertain- 
ment of the King of Denmark, for the Credit of 
the Nation: Befides the Embaſſadors from foreign 
Princes, more than ever this Crown received, muſt 
find thoſe Entertainments and Gratuities, which 
are neceſſary, and are the concurrent and mutual 
Civilities between Princes (x)). 

Theſe and many- other Arguments, ſummed 
up by this Writer, were made Uſe of; but yet we 
find by the Fournals, that the Commons were not 
over haſty in granting a Supply. On the 21ſt of 


February they ſent a Meſſage to the Lords, re- 


queſting another Conference with their Committee, 
about the Matter of Contributian and, Retribution, 
moved at the laſt Conference, hich was agreed to. 
And, on the 26th, the Lord Treaſurer, made a 
Report to the Houſe of what had paſſed in this laſt 
Conference. Wherein he particularly took Notice 
of a Motion, propoſed by the Committee of the 
other Houſe, * That his Majeſty might be made 


Propoſal relating acquainted, by ſome of their Lordſhips, that it 


to Wards and 
Tenures. 


was the Deſire of the Commons, that ſome Courſe 
might be taken concerning Wardſbips and Tenures. 
Which being debated among the Lords, they agreed 
that a ſelect Number of their Houſe ſhould be 
choſen to acquaint the King with the Commons 
Requeſt. | | 

On the laſt Day of February, there was a long 
Debate in the Houſe of Commons, on the two Bu- 
ſine ſſes of Support and Supply ; the Heads of which 
are given in their Fournals ; but are again too in- 
tricate to unravel, We ſhall therefore chiefly fol- 
low the Journals of the Lords, and only give ſome 
remarkable Hints from thoſe of the Commons, as 
they fall in our Way; one Inſtance of which is 


now before us. 


On the Day beforementioned, the Reſult of 


Diviſion on the the Debate, on the Supply, was a Diviſion of the 


Supply. 


Houſe on the Queſtion, Whether it ſhould be put 
off for that Time or not? It was carried to fit ſtill, 
only by 160 againſt 148, It was then moved to 
| ſay 
(x) Wilſon in Kennet, Vol. II. p. 681. | : 


Of ENGLAND. 221 
ſay, That they were willing to relieve the King's ,, „ 
Wants chearfully ; Time enough for Retribution 2 . N 
afterwards. That the Supply might be poſtponed, 
but to ſupport immediately. Io intend, was 
mental Purpoſe ; to give a plain open Engi/þ 
Anſwer, that we propoſe to give ſomewhat.” On 
the whole, a Reſolution was taken, on a Meſſage 
from the Lords, to ſend an Anſwer to this Pur- 
poſe; * That they would think of the Supply in q 
due Time, and doubted not but to give his Majeſty | 
good Satisfaction. For the Matter of annual Sup- | 
port, in Lieu of Ward/ſhips and Tenures, when 
they ſhall hear from their Lordſhips about them, 
they will be ready to join with them in Conference.” 
Theſe Wardfhips and Tenures, and ſome other | 
Grievances to the Subject. which will appear in 
the Sequel, were the Obſtacles that kept back the 
Supply; and, *till they were fatisfied in thoſe 
Points, the Commons ſeemed to be in no Humour 
to grant any. The King's Favourites now began 
to be looked upon with an evil Eye by the People ; 
and he was ſo profuſe in his Preſents and Gratuities 
to them, that ſome did not ſtick to ſay, openly, 
That the whole Wealth of England — not ſerve 
the King's vaſt Bounty. But now a ſmall Di- - 
greſſion on another Subject. 1 
The 1 ee omen tell us, that on the 27th of | 
February, mo — — a Meſſage to the — | 
to acquaint them, That they had taken Notice The Commons | 
of a Book, lately publiſhed by one Dr. Cowel, complain of Dr. 
which they conceived does contain Matters of code Book 
Scandal and Offence towards the High Court of — Hh-thnagy 
Parliament ; and is otherways of dangerous Con- gative Royal. 
ſequence and Example. That being deſirous there 
ſhould be a joint Examination of the offenſive 
Contents of the ſaid Book, and ſome Courſe taken | 
for the Puniſhment of the Perſon who publiſhed 
the ſame ; they therefore defire their Lordſhips to 
8 a Conference for that Purpoſe.” | 
| he Lords returned a very civil Anſwer to this | 
Meſſage; * That they were willing to join with 
them in any Cauſe proper to maintain the OE 
| 0 


1 
' 
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of that High Court; and to cheriſh a mutual Cor- 
reſpondence between both Houſes, which together 
make the Body of the Parliament, whereof his 
Majeſty is the Head. They therefore appointed 
Time and Place for a Conference, not only on 
the Complaint, but to go again on the Topic of 
a Supply.” 
Nin informs us, That the Book, here men- 
tio which had given Offence, wrote by 
Dr. Cowel, a Civilian, was to prove the Excel- 
lence of the Civil Law in Compariſon of the Com- 
mon Law of England. That the King had let 
fall ſome Expreſhons at his Table, in Derogation 
of the latter, and highly extolling the Civil Law - 
before it. At the ſame Time, declaring his Appro- 
bation of a Book, lately writ by Dr. Cawel on that 
Subject. This, ſays our Author, nettled the great 
Lawyers much; and had not ſome of them been 
raiſed ſo high, that they could not, with their 
Court-Gags, look downwards, it had bred an open 


Conteſt. However, adds he, tho? they did not ſtir 


in it themſelves, we may ſuppoſe they, underband, 
ſtirred up this Proſecution againſt the Civilian, for 
fear, that if his Scheme ſhould take Place, they 
ſhould have their Leſſons to learn over again (y). 
The King ſeeming much inclin'd to theſe foreign 
Notions, and ſome what tinged with the Love of 
Arbitrary Government, it is no Wonder that an Eng- 
kb Parliament began to think of clipping his Wings 
in Time: But hitherto every Thing was conducted 
with the greateſt Decency between them. 5 
February the 28th, the Lord Treaſurer inform'd 
the Lords of the King's Anſwer: to the Meſſage 
ſent to him, at the Deſire of the Commons, relat- 
ing to Tenures and Hardſhips. * That his Majeſty 
reſerveth to himſelf. tanguam Res integra, the Power 
ot Affirmative, or Negative, to grant it; as on fur- 
ther Deliberation, he ſhall ſee Cauſe.“ Hereupon, it 
was moved by the Earl of Northampton, Lord 
Privy Seal, That in regard the Matter was of 
great Importance, Reſpite might be taken for im- 
parting 
(3) Wilſon in Kennet, Vol. II. p. 681. 
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parting his Majeſty's ſaid Anſwer to the Lower ,, * Janie 


Houſe, till To-morrow, on their- next Meeting ; 
when ſome fit Courſe might be conſidered of for 


that Purpoſe. This Motion being ſeconded by the 


Lord Chancellor, it was agreed that no Anſwer 
ſhould be returned to the Commons till the next 
Day. At which Time the Lords were interrupted 


from conſidering of the Affair, by another Meſſage 


from the Commons, importing, That they deſired 
their Lordſhips to appoint a Meeting of the Com- 


mittees of both Houſes, to receive their Anſwer - 


touching the Matter of Support and Supply. The 
Lords, with much Complaiſance, appointed Two 
that Afternoon for the Purpoſe. 

We find that the Lords did not acquaint the 
Commons. with the King's Anſwer, even at this 
Conference; it was too tickliſh a Point before they 


were ſure of the Supply. And, it may be ſuppoſed 


that ſome Satisfaction had been then given to the 
Lords about that Affair; for the very next Day a 
Meſſage was ſent from them to the Commons, to 
this Effect, 

That whereas the Houſe of Commons, by a 
Meſſage of late ſent from them, had moved their 
Lordſhips that his Majeſty might be made acquaint- 
ed, by ſome of their Houſe, with the Defire of the 
ſaid Commons, touching the Matter of Tenures 
and Dependencies on Tenures; their Lordſhips had 
acquainted his Majeſty therewith, and received his 
Anſwer. And conceiving that the Time appointed 
this Afternoon, concerning Dr. Cotes Book, may 
fitly ſerye both that and imparting his Majeſty's 
Anſwer, do deſire that this Meeting may accord- 
ingly ſerve for both theſe Purpoſes.” The Com- 
mons replied, That they received their Lordſhips 
Meſſage very reſpectfully, and would be ready to 
attend their Service at the Time and Place ap- 
pointed. | 

This Book was called The Interpreter ; and the 
Principles of it, from whence the Author deduced 
his Inferences, were theſe ; 

1. That 
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1. That the King was ſolutus @ Legibus, and 
not bound by his Coronation Oath. 

King — it was 2 ex . that the 
l ould call a Parliament to make Laws, but 
2 might do it by his abſolute Power ; for Voluntas 

| tions, Regis was Lex Populi. 

3- That it was a Favour to admit the Conſent 
of his Subjef7s, in giving of Subſidies. 

There was alſo another Book, complained of 
by the Commons, wrote by one Dr. Blackwood, 
about this Time, which concluded, © That we are 
all Slaves by reaſon of the Conqueſt (z). 

March the 3d, the Lord Chancellor reported to 
the Houſe of Lords the Subſtance of what was deli- .. 

p vered, by the Committee of the Lower Houſe, at 

: Yeſterday's Conference, on the Points of Supply and 

Support. That the Commons had expreſſed a ten- 

der Feeling towards his Majeſty's Wants, and a due 

Regard to relieve them. But they could not con- 

ceive, as they affirmed, how it could be done in 

any other Way than by Sub/idy. Which being pro- 
per to be firſt moved in the Houſe of Commons, they 
will conſider of a fit Reſolution and proceed therein 
in due Time. That, as to the other Point, of 

Support, they hold this Matter to be moſt conſider- 

able, and therefore proper for the Lords ; of which 

they expect to be informed from them at their 

Convenience.” 

Then the Lord Privy Seal declared to the Houſe 
what had paſled in the Conference relating to 
Dr. Cowel's Book. That the Attorney-General, 
in delivering the Senſe of the Lower Houſe, did 
very modeſtly and diſcreetly lay open the Offence 
taken againſt the Party, and the dangerous Conſe- 

ence of the Book.“ Afterwards the Biſhop of 
| 32 (a) read the particular Exceptions which the 

Commons had made to it; which were, 1. On the 

Word Subſidy; 2. On the Word King ; 3. On the 

Word Parliament; 4. On the Word Prerogative. 


On all which Words the ſaid Dr. Cowel had ſo un- 
ad- 


An. 7. James I. 
1609. 


(A) PetyP's Miſcell, Parl. p. 65. 
(4) — p/n «2a Le Neve. 
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adviſedly enlarged himſelf, as the Commons appre- An. 7. james l. 


hended that the ſame was very offenſive, and of 
dangerous Conſequence. 

On this Report, the Lords took a little Time to 
conſider, and then thought proper to ſend a Meſſage 
to the other Houſe, to defire another Conference- 
about this Book, and in the mean Time ordered 
their Clerk to ſeek Precedents of that Kind, and 
faithſully to acquaint the Houſe therewith. The 


next Day the Lord "Treaſurer inform'd the Lords, The Proſecution 
That his Majeſty had taken Notice of this Mat- 44 br. Covel 
ter z and had lately peruſed the Places in the Book x; ty Tur 
to which Exceptions were taken. That he had poſition. 


called the faid Cotoe before him, and heard his 
Anſwers thereunto ; and, haying duly confidered 
of the Errors committed by the Author, in that 
Behalf, was graciouſly pleaſed to deliver his Judg- 
ment and Reſolution to the Lords, to be by them 
communicated to the Committee of the Commons. 

We are not told by the Journals what this Reſo- 
lution was; but it may be ſuppoſed to finiſh the 
Buſineſs, for there is no more Mention made of it. 


Grievances of a much higher Nature now embar- Proceeding in 
raſſed the 'T houghts of both King, Lords and Com- _ — Te- 


mons ; which were that of Tenures, and Dependency 
on Tenures, already ſpoken of, and other Branches 
of the Prerogative which will fall in the Sequel. 
Some Conferences had already paſſed, between 
the two Houſes, when the Affair of Cowel's Book 
was on the Carpet, about Tenures. And, March 
the loth, the Lord Privy Seal made a Report to 
the Lords of what had been done at the laſt Con- 
ference. His Loreſhip obſerved, * That the Com- 
mittee of the Commons inſiſted chiefly on three 
rticular Points, in the Debate, on which the 
— of Tenures depended. Theſe Points were 
Honour, Conſcience and Utility ; to the laſt of theſe 
they ſaid, That ſince his Majeſty, out of the Great- 
nefs of his Mind, had been pleaſed to ſet it aſide; 
ſo they, in their Duties, would urge it no further 
than otherwiſe it ſhould be meet. And it would 


be moſt proper to treat of that when the other two 
Vol. V. P of 


— — 
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An. 7. James I. Of Honour and Conſcience. ſhould be diſcuſſed. 


1609. 


Theſe laſt two they confeſſed were of much 
Weight; ſpeaking in moſt revetend and tender 
Manner of his Majeſty's Honour ; and likewiſe 
affirming, that it was far from them to put any 
Thing into the clear Spring of his , Con/ciente. 
Therefore their Concluſion was, That his Majeſty 
might be addrefled by their Lordſhips to accelerate 
his Anſwer concerning this Matter of Tenures, as 
ſoon as conveniently he might ; yet ſubmitting 
themſelves wholly to his gracious Pleaſure.” 

Upon hearing this Report, the Lords agreed to 
addreſs his Majeſty, as the Commons deſired ; a 
Committee was ordered for that Purpoſe ; and the 
Lord Privy Seal enjoined to deliver the Contents 
of it to the King, and bring back his Majeſty's 
Anſwer. 

Marth the 12th, the aforeſaid great Officer 
very amply reported to the Houſe the Anſwer his 
Majeſty was pleaſed to give to the Committee ap- 
pcinted to addreſs him, on the Requeſt of the 
Commons, about Tenures, Sc. And ſaid, that 
his Majeſty, ſtrictly obſerving every Point thereof, 
was pleaſed to give his Anſwer in Effect following. 
That altho' he took good Notice of the Di- 
ſtinction of Time, when the Matter was firſt 
moved and the preſent; and that there are inh- 
nite Affairs as well of State as others of Parlia- 
ment, Which keep them ſtill in Exerciſe. Yet, 
in reſpect of the Humility, dutiful Carriage, 
Diſcretion and Judgment of the Lower Houſe, 
ſhewed in this Matter; of the Wiſdom of the 
© Lords in moving it; and, laſtly, the Seafon of 
© the Year ; his ne had thought of thoſe 
© Particulars, and was pleaſed that they ſhould 
© treat of the Buſineſs; and that the Lower Houſe 
© ſhould have ſpeedy Notice of his Pleaſure there - 
in. Furthermore, his Majeſty mentioned ſome 


| BY ³˙ wif I 


Lo 


© other Buſineſs in Hand this Parliament; and 


© he doubted not the good 


i 


« firſt, of Grievances, which he declared himſelf 
© to be ſo willing — to redreſs, that altho*® 
iſpoſition of his Poſte- 

| rity, 
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© rity, yet he is defirous to provide, That if they an, 
* ſhould have Will, they may not have Power again 
© to grieve the People. 

This moſt 2 Anſwer being delivered, the 


Lord Chancellor put the Houſe in Mind of the 
Supply ; which was ſpoke of by the Commons at 
the laſt Conference. And thereupon moved, that 
the Lower Houſe might be made acquainted with 
his Majeſty's Anſwer about Tenures, as ſoon as poſ- 
fible. This was agreed to, and the Anſwer was 
delivered to the Commons that Afternoon. 

Great was the Joy which the Houſe of Com- 
mons expreſſed on this gracious Return to their 
Requeſt ; which they ſignified to the King by the 
Mouth of their Speaker, attended by the whole 
Houſe. The Houſe of Lords too did the fame by 
the Chancellor; but, we find by the Zournals, that 
he was unwilling to undertake the Employment, 
er Ore, and deſired to have it in Writing; which 
the Lords would not conſent to, but truſted to the 
Chancellor's Wiſdom and Underitanding of the 
Matter, to dreſs it up as he pleaſed. 

And now both Houſes proceeded warmly in their 
Conferences about Grievances, On the 29th of 
March, the Lord Treaſurer repotted to the Lords 
what was done at the laſt ; and how far the Com- 
mittee of the Lower Houſe had proceeded in the 
Matter of Tenures, to this Effect: 

« Firſt, His Lordſhip obſerved that Mr. Recor- 
der of London declared, That Eaſe and Conveni- 
ence had led the Commons to ſeek this Matter of 


Tenures and their Dependents; that Love and Loy- 


alty had cauſed them to take the Courſe therein they 
had done; and that having now the King's An- 
ſwer, which was a Licence to treat of that Buſi- 
neſs, they departed, joyful in their Hearts, like 
the Sons of Emaus.- That this Matter con- 


ſiſted of four conſiderable Points: x. What they 
defire: 2. What they would offer: 3. How they 
would levy it: 4. How they may have Security 
for what they feek. That of the two firſt, they 
had determined in this Sort; viz. That Knights 

F P 2 Service 


7. James J. 
1609. 
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Afi. B. James 1, Service, generally, might be turned into free and 
1610, common Soccage.” | 
| Next follows in the Fournals, a long Account 
of thoſe particular Grievances, relating to Tenures, 
the Commons wanted to have redreſſed. But, as 
theſe Complaints and ſeveral more, concerning 
the Prerogative Royal, are all amply recapitulated 
at the End of this Seffion, we ſhall poſtpone them 
| MN till we arrive at that Period. Only, obſerving 
1 here, that the Retribution the Commons offered to 
the King, in Lieu of theſe Perquiſites of the 
Crown, was 100,000]. yearly; wherein they in- 
cluded all the E/e and Poe, which the King ever 
| had, in the Matters aforeſaid, to be compounded 
" Or. 

After the Lord Treaſurer had made the forego- 
ing Recital to the Lords, it was Reſolved, 

That to the End that Houſe might better exa- 
mine every Particular, ſo defired, and the ſeveral 
Values of them; and thereupon conſider of the 
Offer made, in order to be better prepared to take 
farther Courſe of proceeding with the Lower 
Houſe ; the Lords ſhould go into a Committee of 
the whole Houſe thereupon. But, Eafter 
now approaching, and the Parliament being there- 
upon adjourned, it was not till the 18th of April 
that this Matter of Tenures was again reſumed by * 
the Upper Houſe. And, on a Motion of the Lor 
Treaſurer, becauſe his Majeſty had not fignified 
, his Pleaſure to that Houſe how far he likes of 

theſe Proceedings; therefore he moved that a Com- 
© mittee of Lords ſhould be appointed to wait on 
' the King, and to underſtand from him whether he 

| ſhall be pleaſed to approve of this Scheme of part- 
| ing with Tenures, &c. or not? a - 
f A Committee being appointed accordingly, con- 

fiſling of all the great Officers of State, &c. April 
20th, after a Call of the Houſe of Lords, and a 
| fevere Admonition from the Chancellor, for due 
| Attendance, the Lord Treaſurer teported his Ma- 
; jeſty's Anſwer, to this Effect: a * 

| e 
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He firſt took Notice, That the Reafon of this . 8. James J. 


preſent Meeting was to deliberate in what Manner 


to deliver this Anſwer to the Committee of the 
other Houſe. For, he ſaid, that the Buſineſs to 
which the Anſwer was made is not ordinary; not 
a Grievance, nor yet a Requeſt for Juſtice, nor 
any ſuch Matter, to which the King may or ought 
to be urged to any preſent or certain Anſwer. 
But, that this was a Suit for a valuable Recom- 
pence, to be eaſed of certain Payments and Bur- 
dens, by Law juſtly lying on the Subject, and of 
which no Man can juſtly complain.” The Mat- 
ter requeſted his Lordſhip remembred to be this, 
That all Tenures, by Grand Sergeanty, Petit 
Sergeanty, Knights Service in Capite, &c, may be 
turned into tree and common Soccage; as of a 
AMannor, which he affirmed was the baſeſt and 
meaneſt Service. Unto this Requeſt his Lordſhip 
reported his Majeſty's Anſwer to be, That he 
would upon no Terms whatſoever part with any 
Branch of his Sovereign Prerogative, wheresf the 
Tenures in Capite, from his Perjon, which is all 
one as of his Crown, was no ſmall Part. But, 
touching the Dependence upon Tenures, ſuch as, 
Marriage, Wardſhip, Primier Seiſſin, Relief, Re- 
ſpect of Homage, and the like, which are only the 
Burdens of Tenures, (the Honours and Tenures re- 
ferved) his Mijefly is pleaſed when he Hall under- 
fland what Recompence will be offered for them, to 
give further Anfwer, towards contracting for the 
ſame, with all convenient Speed.” 

Upon this the Judges were aſked their Opinion, 
© Whether the Tenure of Honour, &c. may be 
reſerved to his Majeſty, and the Charge or Burden, 
with other Things of like Nature, be relea/ed #* 
To which they anſwered, with Reſervation, is the 
Affirmative. It was then reſolved, * That the 
Lord Treaſurer ſhould deliver his Majeſty's Anſwer 
to the Committee of the Lower Houſe that After- 
noon ; and leave the Confideration of the Courſe 
and Means to their Wiſdom and Conduct. 

Py May 


1610, 
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May 7th, the Lord Treaſurer acquainted the 
Houſe, ©* That neither he, nor their Committee, 
were at all ſatisfied with the Proceedings of the 
Commons, in this Matter. That there was no 
Freedom of Debate uſed in their Meetings, which 
was the only Way to come at a good and ſpeedy 
End. But, only a written Meſſage read unto them, 
to which, when any [hing was objefted by the 
Lords, the others were debarred from making any 
Reply. That the Lords had objected to the Com- 
mons, That whereas the Members of that Houſe 
had offered to give for the Matter of Wards, Te- 
nures and Dependents thereon, 100,000). per Annum, 
and had received Anſwer, That his Majeſty, as then 
adviſed, would not accept it; nor ſaw any Reaſon 
to depart from his firſt Demand of 200,000], yearly 
Support, and Goo, oool. Supply: His Occafions 


being now, in all Appearance, greater than hefore; 


eſpecially, as the Wards were now deſired by them, 
which were not ſpoken of before, nor included in 
the King's Demand. To which the Commons 
written Anſwer was, That they had fince entered 
into a Re-examination of the Matter, and do find 
zo Reaſon to alter their Offer. That their Purpoſe 
was to have laid the Burden on the Landed Men, 
when it was moved to them, that they ſhould 
think on ſome Courſe to make up the King's De- 
mand, Cc. But, they cannot find how ſo huge 
a Sum may be levied, without grieving a Number 
of his Majeſty's poorer Subjects. Howbeit, in all 
reaſonable Matters, they will be willing to give his 
Majeſty Satisfaftion. Laſtly, they 2cknowledge 
their t Obligation to him, for giving them 
more Liberty to treat of theſe Matters, than ever 
was granted to any of their Predeceſſors; and 
ſurther than that Leave they would not go.” 

But, in the midſt of theſe Parliamentary Pro- 
ceedin2s, in England. an Accident happen'd in 
France, which did not only greatly affect that 
Kingdom. but the Affairs of all Europe. This 
was the Murder of Henry IV. King of France, by 
8 determined Villain, in his Coach; in 2 
| git, 
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Light, and in one of the public Streets of Paris. An. 2 1. 


Our general Hiſtorians are copious enough in de- 
ſcribing the Circumſtances of this execrable A fair, 
with its Conſequences; but, our Buſineſs is only 
to find how far an Engii/h Parliament was affected 
by it; ſince Henry was a ſtrong Ally of this Crown, 
and one great Bulwark of the Proteſlant Cauſe. 
On the 8th Day of May, in this Seſſion of Par- 
liament, the Lord Treaſurer, in an eloquent Speech, 
as the Journals expreſs it, not without ſome ſenſible 
Paſſion, in regard of the Matter which he was to 


deliver, and of the weighty Conſequence depend- 


ing thereon, reported to the Houſe: 


© That the French King, having on Thur/day n 


Lord Trea- 


laſt crowned his Queen, and on Friday having been furer acquaints 
at the Palace and returning from thence to the the Lords with 


Lovre ; accompanied with three Novles, as he fat 
with his Back towards the End of the Coach, paſ- 
fing throvgh a narrow Lane, was, at the turaing, 
ſlain by a baſe Fellow with a long Knife (5). He 
declared the Manner of his Murder, as he had re- 
ceived the News of it, but the Truth of Circum- 
ſtances he left to further Intelligence. His Lord- 
ſhip then diſcourſed on the exceeding Virtues and 
Vices of the dead King; and, that at his Death, 
he had a great Army in Readineſs. That he was 
an aſſured Friend to the King their Sovereign, and 
to this Realm; and an eſpecial Defence and Wall 
between the Reform'd Religion and its Oppoſites 
in Chriſlendom. He then ſhewed them what Cauſe 
they had to fear many Inconveniences by this Loſs; 
and, laſtly, he told them the great Neceſlity, there 
was to provide Treaſure, before-hand, againſt all 

Chances,” 
To this Declaration the Lord Treafurer added 
a Motion, That a Meſſage might be fent to the 
Lower Houſe, which was agreed to, and the Meſſage 
was to this Effect: That their Lordſhips had all 
this Seſſion found that the Houſe of Commons 
hore great Reſpect to theirs, and defiring, like- 
wile, io keep up the good Correſpondence between 
them; 

| 4 May ad, Candn's Annals. 


the Murder of 


Henry IV. King 
of France. 
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them; as well knowing that both Houſes, though 
fitting in ſeveral Places, yet make but one Body 
and one great Council, have thought good to ac- 


- quaint them with an Accident of great Importance. 


And, becauſe it was ſomething rare, therefore 
their Lordſhips deſired that ſuch and ſo many of 
the Lower Houſe, as they themſelves ſhall ſelect, 
may preſently meet with certain of the Lords, in 
the Painted- Chamber.” Anſwer was immediately 
return'd that the Commons would inſtantly at- 
tend them. 

We may reaſonably ſuppoſe that the Commons 
received this News with as much Conſternation as 
the Lords; and ſince the Murder of the French 


h occafiotis King was perpetrated by an Enthuſiaſtic Romenift, 


a Revival of che. 


Laws ze it again alarmed the Exgliſb Parliament with Popifþ 


gainſt Necufanto. Plots, at Home; beighten'd their Zeal for the Pre- 


ſervation of their own Monarch from ſuch a ſadden 
Fate, and puſh'd them on to petition the King to 
put in Force the Laws againſt Papi/ts in England. 

May 21ſt, King James ſent a Meſſage to both 
the Houſes, to require their Attendance in the Pa- 
lace of Whitehall, at two in the Afternoon. The 
FZournals are ſilent as to what the King ſaid to them 
at this Meeting, and as to the Occafion of the 
Summons; nor are we aſlifted by any Hiſtory in 
this Matter. #7//on, indeed, hath given us a dreſ- 
ſed up Speech, which he fays was delivered by 
King James to both Houſes of Parliament, at 
Whitehall, ſometime during this Seſſion. But, 
ſince there is not one Word of the preceding great 
Accident, to ſo near an Ally, mentioned in it, we 
may reaſonably conclude, that if it ever was ſpoke 
at all, it was not at this critical Conjuncture. 
This Author, ia telling us that the King obſerv'd 
ſome Diſſentions to arite between the two Houſes, 
and that they began to run counter to his Deſigns, 
has made a Pack of Dogs of them all; and has 
conitituted the King the Hunt/man, or rather the 
Il bipper in of the ſtragling Hounds. The 
Purport of the Speech is to exalt the Prerogative of 
Kingly Power beyond the Skies, and fix it next to 


" 
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God himſelf. To endeavour to extenuate his un- 
guarded Expreſſions, in Favour of Dr. Cowel's 
Book; and to run a Parallel between the Excel- 
lence of the Civil Law, which he calls Lex Gen- 
tium, and the Common Law of England. To 
vindicate the H'gh- Commiſſion-Court, againſt which 
no Complaint had been yet exhibited in Parlia- 
ment; and, laſtly, to urge his Wants, occafioned 
by the great Expences he had been at ſince his 

oming to the Crown, and to defire a Supply 
from t (c). But fince there never was 
a Report made of any ſuch Speech in the Houſe 
of Lords, as was then the conſtant Cuſtom, we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe it an Invention, defigned 
to blacken the Memory of this Prince. 

The Buſineſs of Supply, was a Thing, indeed, 
which ſtuck much with the Houſe of Commons; 
and they ſeemed very unwilling to proceed in it, 
till ſome, or all of their Grievances were redreſ- 
ſed. On the 26th of May, the Lords Jaurnals in- 
form us that the Lord Treaſurer, in another elo- 
quent Speech, took Occaſion to put the Houſe in 
Mind of the chief Motive for calling this Parlia- 
ment. Which he ſaid, beſides the Celebration of 
Prince Herry's Creation, was to derive from the 
Subject ſomewhat towards the Upholding the State 
of this Monarchy. In which, as his Meaning was 
well underſtood, he doubted not but every Man 
would put it forward. He alſo inform'd them that 
the Neceſſity of the Supply increaſed, and much 
Time was ſpent; though, notwithſtanding, there 

had not been gained of the Commons ſo much as 
to have a free Intercourſe of Arguments, but only 
Meſſages about jt. Wherefore, his Lordſhip mov- 
ed, That a ſpeedy Conference ſhould be defired of 
the Lower Houſe, not with Hope, at this Time, 
to gain what is wiſhed, but to deliver to them the 
Convenience and Neceſſity of ſuch a free Confe- 


1610. 


rence. By which Courſe, he conceived, the Thivg 


might de better inſuſed and ſpread in that Houſe, 


than 


(c) Wilſon in Kennet, Vol. II. p. 682, 
Refin's Hiſtory of England, Vol. II. p. 178, Folio, - 
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An. 8. Jane 1, than if it was carried unto them by a Perſon there- 
160. 


unto appointed. He further told the Lords that 
he underſtood many of the Lower Houſe were 
departed; and an Injunction was laid on the Re- 
mainder not to conclude any new Thing before 
the Return of the others. Yet, his Lordſhip con- 
ceived there was a Power left with theſe that re- 
main to debate other Matters; in which, perhaps, 
a Perſuaſion may be wrought to ſuch a Conference 
as is deſired. 

After this, it was reſolved that a Meſſage ſhould 
be ſent to the Lower Houſe to defire a Conference, 
with their Committee, on Tenures, &c. and An- 
ſwer was ſoon after returned, That the Commons 
agreed to this Propoſal. The Chancellor of 
Exchequer, who with others brought this Anſwer, 
likewiſe, informed their Lordſhips, That the 
Commons had well conſidered of the Matter which 
did, at this Time, concern the Safety of his Ma- 
jeſty's Perſon; and had thought good to propoſe 
unto them ſome Things, in which they deſire their 
Lordſhips to join with them in Petition to his 
Majeſty.” Firſt, 

© That Proclamation be made forthwith, that all 
Recuſants, before the 2d of Fune next, do avoid 
the City; and reſort to ſuch Places where they are 
by Law confined z and not to remain within ten 
Miles of the City or Court without Licence.“ 

© 2. That all Recuſants be diſarmed, and their 
Arms diſpoſed as the Law requireth.* | 

© 3. That no Subject do reſort to the Houſe of 
any Embaſſador to hear Maſi. 

4. That all Jeſuits be impriſoned, and not 
permitted to have Conference. 
35. That the Oath of Allegiance be admini- 
ſtred in the Court, by the Lords and others of the 
Council to all that ought to receive it, and, in the 
Country, by the Juſtices of Peace.“ 

Anfiver. That the Lords will be ready to join 
with the Commons, in ſuch a Petition to the 
King, when they can fix upon a proper Method 


to do it. | 
Aſter 
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After the Meſſengers were withdrawn, the Lords an. 


went into Confultation amongſt themſelves, how 
their Committee ſhould act the next Conference 
about the Supply. And, it was agreed that the 
Lord Treaturer ſhould open the Matter to the 
Commons; and endeavour to ſhew them the Dif- 
ference between a free Conference and a dry Meet- 
ing, and the Likelihood of the former's ſucceed- 
ing. Next, to put them in Mind of their firſt Of- 
fer of 100, oool. per Annum, wherein Purveyance 
was included; and if they defired to have that 
iven up too, then they muſt enlarge their Sum, 
aſtly, That though his Majeſty's Occafions are 
increaſed, fince his Demand of 200, oool. per An- 
num, yet he was pleaſed to abate thereof, and 
therefore to wiſh the other Side might advance. 
Of all which, if were willing to debate, then 
his Lordſhip was to ſhew what the King would fall 
to, and to deliver the Opinion of the Committee 
of this Houſe which Way it was to be raiſed. All 
the Lords to have Liberty to ſpeak to this Matter 
in the Debate, as well as the Treaſurer. | 
May 27th, the Lords — — a Petition, or 
Addreſs to his Majeſty, or the putting the Laws 
in Execution againſt Popiſbo Recuſants, &c. And, 
on the zoth, the Archbiſhop of 15% reported his 
Majeſty's Anſwer to it, That he took very gra- 
ciouſly this Motion of the Houſe of Commons, in 
regard to his Safety, as proceeding from their Du- 
ty and Love; and will, with all convenient Speed, 
conſider thereof. Accordingly, ſome few Days 
after, a Proclamation came out, commanding all 
Romiſh Priefis, Feſuits, and Seminaries, to depart 
the Kingdom by the 4th of July next; and all 
Recuſants to return Home to their Dwellings, not 
to come within ten Miles o City or Court, and to 
remain confined according to the Statute, in that 
| Caſe provided (d). 
On Saturday the 2d of June, the Lord Chan- 
cellor acquainted the Houſe of Lords, That it was 
his Majeſty's Pleaſure they ſhuuld all attend in their 


| Robes 
(4) Continuation of Stowe's Chron, p, 90g. 


NE 
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Robes at Mbitabull; in order to be preſent at the 
Creation of the Prince of ales, , wbich. was to be 
ſalemnized on Monday the 4th of Fune., The 
Lords Fournals have preſerved the Form of this 
Creation; and, as it is ſomewhat ſingular, we ſhall 
tranſcribe it Verbatim from that Authority. 
Die Lune 40 Junii, 1610. 
10; d N K T. 
 Archiepiſcapus Ebor. Dominus Elleſmore, Can. 


The Form of the. Hpiſc. on. + cellarins Angliæ. 


Creation of Hen- 
2 of 
ales, &t. 


Durham; _ Comes Sariſburienſis. 

Cum 16 alis Epiſ-- Cum a2 alis Comitibus, 
(4h. Uno Vicecomite, 

« —I. Et 24 Baronibus. 
This Day the Chamber, commonly called 
Whitehall, or the Court of Requeſts, was very 
richly hung from. the upper End more than half 
down towards the lower End, where was ſet up a 
ſtrong Bar of Timber thwart the Room. In the 
higheſt Part of the Room was placed, for his Ma- 
jeſty, a ſumptuous Cloth of Eſtate, and of either 
Side >caffolds for Embaſſadors of foreign Countries. 
On each Side againſt the Walls were erected Seats, 
one above another, for Strangers and noble Perſo- 
nages, with the Lord Mayor and his Brethren in 
the Midſt. Upon Forms and Wool Sacks did fit 
all the Lords of Parliament, and the Judges in their 
Robes; and likewiſe the Officers and Attendants 
as on the Days of fitting in Parliament. Below 
the Bar was placed the Speaker's Chair; Forms on 
the Ground, and Seats on each Side, one above 
another, fit and convenient to receive the whole 
Houſe of Commons. His Majeſty being ſet under 
his Eftate (for whoſe Coming all the Lords in their 
Robes and Seats, except ſuch as attended his Per- 
fon and the Prince, as alſo the Speaker and all the 
Lower Houſe did wait and attend ;) the Prince, 
his Highne(s, honourably attended by divers No- 
blemen, the Knights of the Bath, Officers at 
Arms, and his own Servants, entered in at the 
nether End of the Houſe, and was with great State 
and Solemnity brought up to the Foot-Path before 
"M0 che 
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the King; where, kneeling at the firſt, and then An, 


ſtanding, his Highneſs was, with all due Ceremonies, 
created Prince of Wales and Earl of Chefler ; and 


a Patent thereof firſt read by the Lord Treaſurer, 


principal Secretary of his Majeſty, and afterwards 
delivered to him: Which done, and all Ceremo- 


nies finiſh'd which thereunto appertain, the Prince, 


his Highneſs, in great State and Magnificence, 
ſome little Time after the King's Majeſty, departed 


the Court at Whitehall.” 
Some few Days after were allowed for Tri- 


umphs, Maſques, Shews, Recreations and other 
Diverſions on this Occaſion; all which are amply 
defcribed by the Continuator of Stowe's Chronicle, 
and others. On the 7th of June the Parliament 
met agam, by Adjournment ; and the fame Day 
the Lord Chancellor, in a grave Speech, declared to 
the Houſe of Lords, That the great Care which 
their Lordſhips and the Lower ſe had for his 
Majeſty's Safety, had produced a Proclamation, that 
contained a Claufe commanding all Biſhops, Juſti- 
ces of Aﬀize, Juſtices of Peace, and alſo all others 
of his Majeſty's Officers, whom it may concern, 
to miniſter the Oath of Allegiance, according to 
the Laws. His Lordſhip further told them, that, 
according to the Petition of the two Houſes, the 
Lords of the Council had already been ſworn by 
the King himſelf, in the Preſence of the Prince. 
That the Lower Houſe had generally taken the ſame 
Oath ; and that it was the King's Pleaſure that 
the Refidue of the Lords, Spiritual and Temporal, 
ſhould do the like.” This was immediately com- 
plied with, and all the Lords preſent were ſworn 
by fix of the Privy Council, and the reſt as they 
came to the Houſe ſome Days after; and the 
Oaths were likewife adminiſtred to different Per- 
ſons, both Clergy and Laity, all over the King- 
dom. Moreover, a Bill was brought in this Seſ- 
fion, and paſſed into a Law, for adminiſtring the 
Oath of Altegiance to Vimen; and for the Refor- 
mation of married Women, being Recuſants (4. 

, ut 


ſe An. 7. Jars I. Cap. 6. Statutes at Lorges 


* 
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An. 8. James I. But during the Formalities of theſe Pageants, Gr. 


1610. 


the great Affair of redreſſing Grie vances, and 
granting Supplies, was ſuſpended; and the Seaſon 
of the Year being now very far advanced, it was 
ſu that neither of them would be done this 
The Lords had many Times urged the 
Commons to come to a free Conference about 
them, but with no Succeſs ; but, June the 18th, 
a Meſſage was ſent by the Lower Houſe to the 
Lords, importing 
That they now deſired a free Conference with 


— Lordſhips, as ſoon as they pleaſed to appoint; 
and that their Lordſhips ſhould come prepared to 


Tenores, &c. 


give Satisfaction to the Committee of the other 
Houſe in three Points, vis. 

1. * What more the Lords would offer unto the 
Commons to be confidered of, above the ten 
Things already propoſed, and above that which 
they of that Houſe have thought on to be given by 
Way of Retribution ?* 

2. * That the Lords would deliver unto them 
the loweſt Price of thoſe Things which they ſhall 
have to contract for.“ 

3. What Courſe may be taken, and what 
Projects their Lordſhips will propound, for levying 
that which ſhall be given, otherwiſe than upon 
the Lands?” 

The Lords took ſome Time to conſider of this 
Meſſage, becauſe, as they ſent Word to the Com- 
mons, the King was to be conſulted about it; and 
they appointed a Committee to wait upon his Ma- 
jeſty accordingly. The King was not over haſty 
in giving an Anſwer to a Matter of that great 
Conſequence ; and it was not till the 26th of Jun 
that the Lord Treaſurer reported his Majeſty's 
Aniwer to the Lords on the three Points above 
given, To the firſt he ſaid, 

1. That he durſt ſo far put Confidence in the 
Lords of the Committee deputed by this Houſe, 
that he would leave in them an implicit Truſt to 
treat of whatever may tend to the Good and * 


| 
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of the Subject, without touching his Honour, or An. - 


taking that from him which he may not ſpare.” 

2. * To the ſecond, his Majeſty is pleaſed to ſet 
a Price, as is defired, but he requireth to have 
one Night's Reſpite more, to ſleep on it; and this 
Log he would ſend his Anſwer and good Pleaſure, 
in Writing, before the Conference.” | 

3. To the laſt Point, his Majeſty leaveth and 
doth repoſe Truſt in the Lords to propoſe, anſ- 
wer and diſpute, as they ſhall think good and ſee 
Occaſion.” 

To this Anſwer which the Lord Treaſurer deli- 
vered, the Lord Privy Seal added, * That his Ma- 
jeſty was likewiſe pleaſed to require the Lords, in 
this Conference, to conſider that they are all Peers 
and equal with the Council; and that, accordingly, 
they will have equal and like Reſpect and Care of 
the Service, and be Pares in Onere, alſo.” 

We are now left in the Dark, by the Journal, 
in what was further done at thoſe Conferences, 
till the 19th Day of Fuly, when we find a Memo- 
rial entered, as that Day, in theſe Wards: 


mes I. 
10. | 


© Memerandum quad Die Martis 10 Die ar And on Matter 


15 10, in the Afternoon, as well the Lords 
tual and Temporal, as the Speaker and the whole 
Houſe of Commons, attended his Majeſty, in the 
great Room or Chamber, called the Banqueting- 
Houſe at Whitehall, the Prince and the e of 
York being then alſo preſent ; where, after his Ma- 
jeſty had vouchſafed, very princely, to declare, in 
general, his Intent concerning ſuch Impoſitions, 
as the Commons, by their Grievances, lately ex- 
hibited unto him, had complained of. And the 
Lord Treaſurer having likewiſe by his Majeſty's 
Commandment and Direction, opened more par- 
ticularly, in a long and exact Speech, the Nature 
and Quality of theſe Impoſitions, with the Cauſe 
and Order of raiſing the ſame; (which his Lordſhip 
affirmed to have been chiefly done before himſelf 
was Treaſurer, by adviſed Council, firſt taken, 
and by divers Conferences, firſt had with many of 
the principal Merchants of all Companies, _ 
wit 


piri- of Grievances 


0 An, $. James 1. 
1610. 


- 
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with their Afent, and Allowance, and not to be 
in that Kind burthenſome, as generally is conceiv- 
ed.) His Majeſty was then pleaſed, in a ſecond 
„to remember that he received from the 
mmons their Grievances but on Saturday 
laſt, ſo as this being Tueſday, there hath been 
only two Days paſt; and therefore to all their 
Grievances they might not, at that Time, expect 
Satisfaction; howbeit, to ſome of them, they 
ſhould preſently receive his Anſwer ; which, being 


' formally put in Writing, by Direction, his Ma- 


jeſty commanded the Clerk of the Parliament, 
openly and diſtinctly, to read; which accordingly 
was done, and were as follows, viz. 


Inpyftion if one Stiling upon the Chalder of Sea 
| on 


There was never any Impoſition laid upon the 
Sea Coals of Blyth and Sunderland, by the King's 
Authority; but it being conceived that they were 
Members of New:aftle, (and ſo within their Com- 
poſition) they were only mentioned in ſome Let- 
ters Patents with the Town of Newcaſtle. But, 
it appearing that they were Things diſtinct, let 
the ſaid pretended Impoſitions be laid down, and 
no more taken. 


Exaction for ſealing of new Drapery. 


The King hath received no Knowledge of any 
Abuſe of the ſaid Patent; and if any Complaint 
hath been made unto his Majeſty's Courts, he 
doubteth not but Juſtice hath been done ; and it is 
his Majeſty's expreſs Will that all ſuch Abuſes, upon 
due Complaint, be reformed. And, for the Right 
and Validity of the faid Patent, his Majeſty under- 
ſtandeth that there is a Suit depending, wherein 
the ſame is brought in Queſtion, which hath been 
divers Days ſoj-mnly argued on both Sides, and is 
now ready for Judgment, wherein his Majefty 
requireth the Court to proceed with all wy me ed 

mpofution 
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Impoſition upon Althouſes, 


An, 8. James I, 
1610, 


Grievaace, 


The Intent of that Ordinance was Matter of Anſon, 


Reformation, becauſe Alehouſes did multiply over 
much by the Favour of Licences ; and for the 
Profit it was but an Incident which his Majeſty 
leaſt regarded ; and that it might be done by Law, 
it was warranted by the Opinion and Advice of 
the Lord Popham, and the principal Judges of the 
Land; who, upon Conference with others, main- 
tained that referring the Power of Licences to the 
Juſtices of the Peace, by the Statute, was not 


privative to the King's Power in that Caſe. But, 


ſeeing it is a Thing ſo much defired to be removed, 
and eſpecially fince it ſeemed to breed a Jealouſy 
in his loving Subjects of a Precedent of impoſing 
Payment upon them within the Land ; let it be 
laid down and no more taken. 


Monopoly of Licence of Wines, upon the Advantage 
oe old and impoſſible Low . 


The Law, though old, as they affirm, yet was 
ſtill in Force; and it ſeemeth the Commons, (if 
they will remember ſome of their late Proceedings) 
would be loath to diſclaim making uſe of old Laws. 
Nevertheleſs, at their Prayer (ſaving the Patent 
which they themſelves acknowledge to have been 
made in Favour of ſo great a Perſon and of ſo 
great Deſert) his Majeſty is content a Law be paſ- 
ſed for reſtraining any ſuch Licence to be made in 
Time to come. 


Grievance, 


Anſwer, 


Theſe Conceſſions of the King make it appear 


that hitherto he was willing to keep in good Terms 
with his Parliament; and, though ſmall in them- 
ſelves, in Compariſon ot the larger Demands of the 
Commons, yet they ſeem to pave the Way for a 
perfect Union between them. It is certain what 
the King was defired to part with, were Things, 
ſome of them, that had been cranſmitred to him, 
through a long Series of his Predeceſſors; and 

Vor. V. . others 
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An. B. James 1, Others which had been ſet up, or laid on, in the 
1610. Reigns fince the Reformation; and, particularly, 
in the laſt, Who the Perſon was, mentioned in 
a Parentheſis of the laſt Anſwer, is uncertain; it 
ſeems to be either the Prince or the Duke of York ; 
for George Villiers, afterwards Duke of Buckingham, 
did not make his Appearance at Court, till near 
five Years after this Period. 
We may ſuppoſe that theſe An/wers from the 
King, met with a favourable Reception by the 
Commons; for, though the Fournals do not ex- 
_ preſs ſo much, yet, ſome few Days after, the Bill 
of Supply was ſent up by them, conſiſting of one 
A Supply grant- entire Subſidy and one Fifteenth and Tenth from 
ed, the Temporality. 

On the ſame Day, Fuly 17th, the Lord Trea- 
ſurer reported to the Houſe of Lords, © That him- 
ſelf and ſome other Lords, not as Members of Par- 
liament, but as Perſons otherwiſe intereſted in the 
King's Service, did the Night before acquaint his 
Majeſty with the Effect of a Conference, held that 

Afternoon, between the Committees of both Hou- 
ſes; and that he had got the King's Reſolution on 
the Matter, under his Hand, which was alſo to be 
imparted tio the Commons, and which he read to 
the Lords in theſe Words: 


A. 
Right truſty and well beloved Couſins, 


The King offers AVING underſlood wohat hath paſſed in 
— — F 1 your Conference Vin our Lower . and 
ly, in lieu of peruſed the Memorial of your Deſires ; we are now 
Tenures, &. determined to anſwer you, in the Paint of the Price, 
as it ſhall appear in whoſe Heart Sincerity is lodged. 
Of the Particulars newly come to the Preſs, we 
| —_ you have ſo well remembered what ta im- 
part to your Fellnus, as it ſhall appear to them what 

Opinion toe have of their Refpett to our Honour ; 
and how loath we would be for Money, to contracł 

for thoſe Things, with which juft and gracious Prin- 
ces have been uſed to bind their Suljetts, In — 

| c Hie 
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which we do promiſe on the Nord of a King, (wheredf An. 8. 


Gad is Witneſs to whom all Hearts be open) that 
bowfoever thoſe that cannot judge of a King's Heart, 
may feed themſelves with falſe Fears and Fealouſies, 
That Prince liveth not that more defireth to derive 
Strength from his Suljecis than we do. And, there- 
fore, after you have laid before them, how firange 
it is to us to be preſſed in ſo many Things which have 
| been left to the Grace of Princes; wherein we mean 
no more to vary from the antient Greatneſs of our 
Pragenitors, than they who are our Subjects can be 
content to do, who preſs flill in all their Speeches to 
live More Majorum : You ſhall take the Liberty, in 
our Name, to accept the Sum 4 200, oool. yearly, for 
all theſe Things which we have offered before, or 
have now wouchſafed to part with to you and them. 
In all which, we doubt not but you will make it ap- 
pear how far we are contented to borrow of ourſelves, 
for Satisfatlion of our loving Subjects. And jo we 
bid you farewell, 
From Theobalds, 


Fuly 16, 1610. 


Superſcribed, 
To our Right 7 rufly and Right well-beloved Couſins, 
and to our Right Truſiy and well-beloved the 
Lords of the Higher Houſe of Parliament. 


This written Meſſage from the King, being im- 
parted to the other Houſe, it produced more Con- 
ferences between the Committees, appointed to 
ſettle the Affair, called now the Great Contract be- 
tween King and People. On the 19th of 7h. 
the Commictee of the Lords propoſed to the Com- 
mons, That the King might have Security in 
Land for the aoo, oool. per Annum ; and that ſome 
Ordinance or Entry may be made, before the Re- 
ceſs of the Houſe, which may both bind the King 
and them to the Contra, which their Lordſhips 
conceive to be already concluded ; eſpecially, fince 
Time will not now ſerve to have it paſs into an 


Act. 
22 Juh 


An, 8. James 1, 
1610, 
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Juh the 21ſt, the Lord Treaſurer acquainted 
the Lords, That he had received from the Com- 
mittee of the Lower Houſe a Memorial, contain- 
ing the Subſtance of the moſt material Points in - 
the Great Contract with his Majeſty, and read the 
ſame to the Houſe. Ordered, * That the like In- 
ſtrument ſhould be drawn, as their Lordſhips Aſ- 
ſent unto the faid Contract; wherein the fame 
Power and Liberty ſhould be reſerved to his Ma- 
jeſty and to the Lords, as the Commons had, by 
the ſaid Memorial, reſerved to themſelves; and 
therein the ſame Words to be exprefled, viz. Ad- 
dendo, Minuendo, Interpretando, Qt.“ 

Fuly the 23d, the Lord Treaſurer read to the 
Lords a Draught of a Memorial, penn'd by his 
Lordſhip, according to their laſt Order ; which 
was approved of by the whole Houſe. And it 
was ordered that both the Memorials ſhould be re- 
giſtred in the Journal Books of that Houſe, And, 
on that Day in the Afternoon, the King and Prince 
came to the Houſe; and after hearing a Speech, 
from the Speaker of the Commons to his Majeſty, 
on preſenting the Subſidy Bill, and other Bills, the 
King himſelt was pleaſed to make a ſhort Speech 
to both Houſes, (but full of Learning and prince- 
ly Wiſdom, as the Journal expreſſes it) to this 
Effect: . 

© He firſt told them, That the Time was ſo far 

* ſpent that it was à ſufficient Excuſe for him to 
* ſpeak without Preamble ; therefore, he put them 
© in Mind that at their laſt Attending of him at 
* Whitehall, he then, by his own Mouth, promi- 
ſed them that he would, before the breaking up 
* of this deſſion, give them Anſwer to ſuch other 
of their Grievances as they of the Lower Houſe 
© had preſented unto him, and which, then, he 
* did forbear to anſwer.” Then the Clerk was 
commanded to read his Majeſty's moſt gracious An- 
fuers to the Grievances aforeſaid, which were as 
follow. 

But, before we give this long Account of Grie- 
vances and Anſwers, as they are entred 1. — 
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Lords Journals, it is proper to look back into the 
Proceedings of this Seſſion of Parliament; in which, 
beſides the Sub/idy-Bill, fix Shillings in the Pound, 
granted by the Clergy, was alſo confirmed. In the 
printed Statutes, are 24 public Acts mentioned; and 
in the Lords Journals are the Titles of 15 private 
ones Which were paſſed, but few or none of them 
material enough to deſerve Mentioning. 

We now conclude all the Proceedings of this 
Seſſion, worth our Notice, with the following 
Memorial, extracted from the Fournals of the 
Houſe of Lords; which, by his Majeſty's Com- 
mand, was read to both Houſes, on the laſt Day 
of this Seſſion of Parliament. After the Reading 
of which, the Lord Chancellor, by another Com- 
mand, prorogued this Parliament to the 16th Day 
of O#ober next enſuing. 


His Majeſty's Anfwers delivered to the whole Aſſem- 
bly of both Flouſes, the 23d of July, 1610, unto 
certain Grievances formerly delivered to his Ma- 
jeſly by the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes of 
the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 

OUCHING the Execution of the 


ings, and in our late Proclamation ; as alſo in 
our late Speech concerning this Point, as we 
ſhall not need to give any further or more par- 
cular Anſwer in that Behalf. 
© There hath never been hitherto any particular 
Church in the World (for ought that we have 
read or heard) that hath allowed ſuch Miniſters 
to preach in it as have refuſed to ſubſcribe to the 
Docttine and Diſcipline ſettled in it, and main- 
tained by it; and hereof the Reformed Churches 
in France do yield a freſh Example, who have 
and do daily require Subſcription to the Articles 
of their Synods, tho” very many in Number; 
nevertheleſs, as in our own princely Judgment, 
23 Oe 


An. 3 James 1, 


Laws of this our Realm made againſt — hot 


Jeſuits, Seminary Prieſts, their Receivers, and all Grievances, at 
other Popiſh Recuſants, we have fo ſufficiently e Prorogation 


4 

4 

C 

; f the 
© expreſs'd our Care and Reſolution in our Writ- 3 — 
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we ever intended to make ſome Diſtinction be- 
tween the Perſons and Diſpoſitions of the depriv'd 
and filenc'd Miniſters, in regard of better Hope of 
Conformity in ſome than others, although they 
be in the ſame Degree Offenders by our Laws; 
ſo we ſhall be pleaſed, when we know the Num- 
bers, the Names and Qualities of theſe for whom 
this Petition is made, to take ſuch Order in that 
Behalf, as in our princely Wiſdom we ſhall hold 
moſt fit and convenient for the Good and Peace 
of the Church. 

© Although never any Chriſtian King had in 
greater Deteſtation the covetous and immode- 
rate heaping of many Benefices together, eſpe- 
cially where the Neglect of the Cure is joined 
therewith ; yet it cannot be expected at our 
Hands, that we ſhould in this, more than in any 
other Cafes, abridge any of our loving Subjects 
of that which they have in expreſs Words grant- 
ed unto them by the Laws of this our Realm; 
or if we might lawfully in this Caſe fo do, yet 
we ſhould not hold it convenient, until ſome 
farther Proviſion be made that the Benefices 
of this Realm might be made competent Livings 
for godly Miniſters and learned Preachers; and 
that with ſome Difference in Proportion anſwera- 
ble to their Gifts and Merits. In the mean while, 
the Number of Miniſters now 2 to enjoy 
two Benefices, with Cure, will be greatly di- 
miniſhed, if ſuch as have Power to qualify, 
would abate the Number of their Chaplains al- 
lowed them by Law, as we are reſolved for that 
Cauſe to abate ours; beſides we will lay ſtrict 
Charge upon the Biſhops, under Pain of our 
Diſpleaſure, that fuch Miniſters as either now | 
have, or hereafter ſhall have, two Benefices, 
with Cure, ſhall n_— obſerve the 41ſt and 
47th Conſtitutions, confirm'd by us Anno 1603, 
whereby it is provided that every ſuch Parſon as 
* hath two Benefices ſhall (where he doth not 


0 reſide) maintain a Preacher, lawfully * 
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eople in his Abſence; and in caſe the Biſhop 


upon Complaint made unto him, ſhall neglect 
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his Duty in taking Order with ſuch as have 
ingroſſed Benefices into their Hands, or ſhall 
not have provided for the ſerving of the Churches 
with ſufficient Preachers in their \bſence, upon 
Information given thereof to ourſelves, we ſhall 
make it appear how much we diſlike ſuch Neg- 
left, and how much we tender a Reformation 
in ſuch Caſes. | 

* By Occaſion of the Conference at Hampton- 
Court, in the Beginning of our Reign, and upon 
ſome other Complaints, our Clergy, by our 
Direction, made a Conſtitution with a Condi- 
tion which we confirmed; wherein they ſhewed 
themſelves very willing to forbear the Cenſure 
of Excommunication for Contumacy, where 
the original Cauſe was of no great Weight, and 
of private Intereſt, ſo as there might be a Law 
made whereby Contumacy in ſuch Caſes might 
otherwiſe be ſufficiently puniſhed. And accord- 
ingly they cauſed a Bill to be drawn for that 
Purpoſe, and exhibited unto the Lower Houſe, 
which found no Paſſage there; nevertheleſs, 
when ſuch a Bill ſhall be hereafter agreed upon as 


may enable our Eccleſiaſtical Judges condignly to 


puniſh the ſaid Contempts, in the Cauſes men- 
tioned, otherwiſe than by Excommunication, and 
ſo produce the Reformation which is ſo much 
defired, we ſhall be pleaſed to give our Royal 
Aſſent unto it, ſo as it ſhall reſt in our Hands to 
effect that which is defir'd. 

* Touching the Inconvenience and dangerous 
Extent of the Statute 1 Elix. Cap. I. our ap- 
proved Care for the well ordering of Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Courts and Cauſes, ought to baniſh from the 
Conceits of our loving Subjects, all needleſs 
and imaginary Fears ; nevertheleſs, we are plea- 
ſed to aſſure them by our Royal Promiſe, that our 
Ecclefiaſtical Commiſſions ſhall not be directed 
to ſingular Perſons, but to ſuch a Number of 


Com- 


1610. 


An. 8. James 


1610. 
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. Commiſſioners, : and them ſo ſelected as the 


Weight of ſuch Cauſes doth require ; and that 
© no definitive Sentence be given or pronounced 
dy ſuch our Commiſſioners, under the Number 
© of ſeven of them, fitting.in Court, or five at the 
© leaſt, and that only in Caſe of Neceſſity. And 
further, that we ſhall not take Advantage by 
any Power given us by that Statute, to grant 
forth any Forms of Commiſſions extending fur- 
ther than to Impriſonment, and reaſonable Fine: 
And likewiſe that we ſhall reſtrain ſuch our ſe- 
veral Commiſſions to the Number of two, the 
one for the Province of Canterbury, and the 
other for that of Vor; befides we are reſolved 
to eſtabliſh an Order touching the Uſe and Prac- 
tiſe of our ſaid Commiſſions, as that none of our 
loving Subjects ſhall be drawn from remote Pla- 
ces, either to London or York, except it ſhall be 
for ſuch exorbitant Offences as are fit to be made 
© exemplary, and for the Enumeration of Eccle- 
< fiaſtical Cauſes in particular; and as it is a Matter 
full of Difficulty, ſo it is needleſs, as we ſuppoſe, 
© conſidering that they are already ſo limited and 
'© confined that no ancient Canons or Spiritual Laws 
© are in Force, that are either conirary to the Laws 
or Cuſtoms of this Realm, or tend to the Da- 
y mg or Hurt of our Prerogative Royal. 

For the Grievances apprehended in the Com- 
© miſſion. Firſt, a Sovereign King being Mixta 


'* Perſena, and having Authority, as well in Cauſes 


* Eccleſiaſtical as Temporal, it was with great 
Wiſdom ordain'd, Matters of the Church be- 
ing many Ways impugned, and the Cenſures of 
© it grown into Contempt, that there ſhould be a 
< Commiſſion, conſiſting as well of Temporal as 
© Ecclefiaſtical Perſons, who might have Power 
© for one Offence at one Time, and by one Sen- 
* tence, to inflict as there ſhould be Cauſe, both a 
Spiritual and Temporal Puniſhment. But as to 
the Enquiry by Juries, it hath not for many 
© Years been practiſed, and we are content that 
* hereafter it be omitted in our Commiſſion. And 

6 con- 


concerning Appeals, the Uſe bath always been An. 
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to exclude them in Commiſſions of this Nature; 
and yet if any of our Subjects ſhall be juſtly 
grieved with any Sentence given by our Com- 
miſſioners, we ſhall be content as we find Juſt 
Cauſe, to grant unto them a Commiſſion of Re · 
view : Alſo for the Execution of divers Statutes 
aimed at in your Grievances, altho' it hath been 
from Time to Time committed, in ſome Sort, 
unto our Commiſſioners; and that every ſuch 
Commiſſion hath been ſtil'd and penn'd by the 
Attorney-General, with the Advice of the 
chiefeſt Temporal Judges; yet we are well 
pleas'd, and will give Commandment accord- 
ingly, that our Temporal and Eccleſiaſtical 
Judges, aſſiſted with our learned Council, ſhall 
confer together, concerning the Exceptions by 
you taken, to the End that hereafter our ſaid 
Commiſſioners may have no further Power to 
intermeddle with the Execution of any Part of 
the ſaid Statute, than it ſhall be found fit for our 
Service, neceſſary for the Suppreſſing of Popery 
and Schiſm, and no Ways repugnant to the 
Laws and Policy of this our Kingdom. But 
for making any Innovations in the Forms and 
Proceedings heretofore uſed by our ſaid Com- 
miſhoners, we know no Cauſe to depart therein 
from the Example of our Progenitors, nor from 
that which the Laws of this our Kingdom hath 
approved; and touching Fees, fince it is a Court 
by Statute erected, and no Fees in the Statute 
expteſſed, it was very fit that the Commiſſio- 
ners ſhould have Authority to limit and appoint 
to every Officer his reaſonable Fees, and we 


will commend the further Care thereof to ſome 


principal Perſons of our Commiſſion to take a 
View of them; and as to reform what they 
find amiſs, ſo to eſtabliſh ſuch as ſhall be mode» 
rate and reaſonable. 
* Touching the Grievances found in the Exe- 
cution of the Commiſſion, we know that there 
is no Commiſſion nor Court, either of Eccleſiaſ- 
* tical 
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An. 8. James I. tical or Temporal Juriſdiction, but may be ſub- - 


1610. 
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< ject more or leſs to Abuſe in the Execution of 
© their Authority ; nevertheleſs, it is our Part 
© to have, our Ear open to receive Complaints of 
that Kind, eſpecially from our Parliament, when 
we ſhall find them to be juſt ; and therefore our 
Purpoſe is to ſee ſuch Reformation to be made 
of all Abuſes in the Execution of the ſaid Com- 
miſhon, as may beſt procure the Eaſe of our 
Subjects from Charge or Vexation, and ſuch Pu- 
niſhment to be inflited on Purſuivants, or other 
inferior Miniſters, which ſhall be Offenders, as 
may repreſs ſuch Miſdemeanors in Time to 
© It is our princely Care and Office to uphold 
and maintain all the Courts of Juſtice, both Ec- 
clefiaſtical and Temporal, within this our Realm ; 
that none of them: encroach upon the other, but 
keep itſelf within the true Bounds and Limits 
thereto appertaining. Neither is it unknown 
(we ſuppoſe) to the whole Realm, what Pains 
we have already taken to that End; and we pro- 
poſe (God willing) therein to perſiſt, until we 
ſhall ſettle a certain Order as well concerning 
Prohibitions, as the Incidents thereunto belonging, 
that no one of our Courts may be prejudic'd by 
another. And that (all late Inventions and No- 
velties on all Sides eſchewed) Prohibitions may 
freely proceed from ſuch Courts, in ſuch Cauſes 
and in ſuch Form, as by the ancient Laws of the 
Realm hath been accuſtomed. 

And touching Writs of Habeas Corpus, and 
Homine Replegiando, our Pleaſure is, that they 
< be granted according to Law. 

Although we know well that by the Conſtitu- 
tions of the Frame and Policy of this Kingdom, 
Proclamations are not of equal Force, and in 
like Degree as Laws; yet, nevertheleſs, we think 
it a Duty appertaining to us, and inſeparably 
annexed to our Crown and regal Authority, to 
reſtrain and prevent ſuch Miſchief and Inconve- 


niences as we ſee growing in the Common- 
Wealth; 
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© Wealth, againſt which no certain Law is extant, ay, 3. 


and which may tend to the great Grief and Pre- 
judice of the Subjects, if there ſhou!d be no Re- 
medy provided until a Parliament; which Prero- 
gative our Progenitors have in antient, as well 
as later Times, uſed and enjoyed. But if fithence 
the Beginning of our Reign, Proclamations have 
been more frequent than in former Times, or 
have extended further than is warranted by Law, 
we take it in good Part to be inform'd thereof 
by our loving Subjects, and take it to Heart as a 
Matter of great Conſequence ; and therefore we 
will have Conference with our Privy Council, 
and with our Judges and learned Council, and 
will cauſe ſuch our Proclamations as are paſt, to 
be reform'd where Cauſe ſhall be found; and for 
future Time will provide that none be made 
but ſuch as ſhall ſtand with the former Laws or 
Statutes of the Kingdom, and ſuch as in Caſes 
of Neceſſity our Progenitors have, by their Pre- 
rogative Royal, uſed in Times of the beſt and 
happieſt Government of this Kingdom. 

: Our Deſire is, that all our Subjects univerſally 
may be governed by the Laws that make beſt for 
the Peace and Quiet of the Country where they 
live, and whereby Juſtice may be equally and 
ſpeedily adminiſtred, as well to Poor as Rich, 
with leaſt Charge and Expence ; and for thoſe 
four Counties for which Suit is now made to 
have them exempted from 1 of 
our Council in Vales, and the Marches of the 
ſame, we conceive it to be a Matter of very 
great Importance ; for it tendeth to the Altera- 
tion of a ſettled State of Government, conti- 
aued by the Space of many Years, in the Times 
of divers Kings and Queens, our Predeceſſors, 
adviſed by as wiſe and judicious Privy Counſel- 
lors, and executed and pur in Uſe ever fince the 
making of the Statute 34 Henry VIII. that gave 
Strength to the Government, by many as grave, 
reverend and learned Judges as this Realm ever 
had, who lived at and neareſt the Time of — 
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An. 8. James I. / ſaid Statute, and therefore beſt underſtood the 
1610, © Senſe and Meaning of it. Therefore we find 
gur Crown, upon ſo good Grounds, ſo long 
© poſſeſſed of that Form of Government in thoſe 
Parts; and having holden one conſtant Courſe, 
© ever ſithence our coming, to keep the State of all 
Affairs of this Realm, and eſpecially of Juſtice 
© and Government, the ſame we found; to the End 
there might, in a manner, be no Shew of Change 
© by us (which hath been juſtly obſerv'd as an 
apparent Mark of God's Bleſſing upon us and 
©, our Kingdom, ) we have retained and continued 
| © ſtill the ſame Government in thoſe Counties, 
| © with fit Moderation by your laſt Inſtructions; 
| holding it both juſt and convenient, as well for 
© thoſe as all other Parts whereunto it is apply'd. 
| © Nevertheleſs we will take Time, and inform 
| © ourſelf of all Things that may lead our Judg- 
15 ment to the beſt ordering of a Cauſe, of ſo great 
Weight and Conſideration, and will thereupon 
© reſolve and do as we ſhall find anſwerable to 
* Juſtice and Policy of State, which can't be ſe- 
© parated; always profeſſing for the Satisfaction 
© of our loving — pany in general, that as we are 
and ought to be flow to put down or alter thoſe 
E Courts and Governments, which the Wiſdom 
© of former Times hath eſtabliſhed; ſo we are 
firmly reſolved never to erect in any other Parts of 
© the Realm, any like Courts, or provincial Coun- 
© cils, except it be by Aſſent of Parliament; and 
* for full Aſſurance thereof, we will yield to any 
Security that by Act of Parliament ſhall be rea- 
* ſonably deviſed. 


| Mariii 26, 1610. 
| | Memorial concerning the Great Contract with his 
Majeſty, touching Tenures with the Dependants, 
Purveyance, &c. delivered by the Committees of 
the Commons Houſe unto the Lords. 


Demands in Matters of Tenures, &c. 
© The Defire, in general, is to have all Enights 
© Service, turn'd into free and common Soccage. 
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© In particular ſome Tenures more properly An. 8. James I. 
© concern the Perſon, ſome the Poſſeſſion, _ 4610. 


| Concerning the Perſon, viz. 
rand Serjeanty, wherein, tho” the Tenure. 
© be taken away, yet the Service of Honour to be 
ſaved, and the Tenure per Baroniam, as it may 
concern Biſhops or Parſons, or Men in Parlia- 
ment, to be conſidered. — | Jer! 

© Petty Serjeanty, Eſcuage certain and uncer-. 
© tain, to be taken away. _ :. | 

« Caſtle Guard. That Caftle Guard which 
© reſts in Rent to be ſaved, 1 

All Knights Services General, both of King 
© and common Perſons. by” 

* Homage anceſtral and ordinary, with the 
© Reſpite of them ; both theſe to be taken away, 
only the Coronation- Homage to be ſaved, not 
© in reſpeCt of Tenure but of Honour, 5 

Fealty. The Form of doing Fealty not yet 
© reſolv'd of. | OT, & 

* Wardſhip of Body. | | 

© Marriage of the Heir, res to be taken away. 

of the Widow. 
_ © Reſpite of Fealty to be taken away. 


Concerning the Poſſeſſion, viz. 


© Wardſhips and Cuſtody of Lands to be taken - . 
© away. 5 


© Primier Seiſin to ceaſe. 

© Livery Oufter le Main, to be taken away fo 
far as they concern Tenures, or Seizure by rea- 
© ſon of Tenures, other than for Eſcheats. | 

© Licence of Alienation upon Fines, Feofments, 
© Leaſes for Life, and other Conveyances. | 

Pardon of Alienation, Pleading Diem clauſit 
6 extremum, Mandamus, Quæ plura devenerunt, 
* Offices poſt Mortem, Inguiſitionis ex Officio, ex- 
© cept for Eſcheats. 

Alſo all conceal'd Wards de futuro, all In- 
© ſtructions, all Alienations paſt, all Bonds and 

4: L Cove- 
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r: Covenants for Performance of what tends to 


Knights Service; all theſe to be determined. 
© The like for Wards of common Perſons, viz. 
All Wards now in being, or found by Office, 
© or which ſhall be found by Office befpre the Con- 
< clufion of this Contract, and whoſe Anceſtors died 
5 within three Years before, theſe to be ſaved. 
Relief upon Knights Service to ceaſe. 
© Patentees that pay a Sum, or pay Tenths or 
* Fee-Farms. Theſe not to double their Rent 
upon a Relief to be paid. 
* Eſcheats, Heriots, Suit of Court Rent, Work- 
© Days, and ſuch Services; theſe all to remain. 
Aid to the King to remain, but limited in a 
certain to 25,000 1. cum acciderit. 
Aids to common Perſons to ceaſe. 
Die Martis 26 Junii, 1610. 
If any Body Politick or Corporate, or other 
© Perſon or Perſons, or any from or under whom 
© they claim, have had Poſſeſſion, and been re- 
© puted Owners by the Space of ſixty Years, and 
* neither the King nor his Progenitors, nor any 
© other for him or them have had Poſſeſſion, 
© by taking of Profits by the Space of one whole 
© Year, without Interruption, within fixty Years, 
© the King's Title before that Time ſhall be 
© extinguiſhed ; and ſuch Poſſeſſor or reputed 
© Owner of the Inheritance ſhall hold the In- 
© heritance againſt the King's Majeſty, his Heirs 
and Succeſſors; and againſt his Patentees, and all 
© claiming from, by or under him or them, or any 
© of his Progenitors; and if the King's Majeſty, 
© or his Progenitors, have been in Polleſſion only 
© of a Rent reſerved upon Arrentation of Aflarts, 
© or Waſte Grounds in Foreſts or other Lands, 
© or upon ſome Grants in Fee-Farm: And any 
© Body Politick or Corporate, or other Perſon, 
© have enjoy'd the Lands, Tenements, or Here- 
« ditaments for which ſuch Rent is paid, by the 
Space of fixty Years and more, as his own pro- 
64 pet 
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© per Soil and Inheritance, the King's Majeſty, his 
6 Heirs and Succeſſors, ſhall enjoy the ſaid Rent 
only; and the reputed Owners ſhall hold the 
* Inheritance according to the ſeveral reputed 
« Eftates; and all others claiming or pretending 
Title under any that ſhall gain the Inheritance 
© againſt the King by this Law, either for Years, 
Life, Entail, or for other Eſtate, either at the 
Common Law, or according to the Cuſtom of 
* any Manour, ſhall hold and enjoy the ſame, ac- 
« cording to their former ſuppoſed Eſtate. 

And, it was thought reaſonable that ſome 
© Courſe be thought upon concerning ſuch as pay 
* the King any Rents for Land, as Chief Lord, 
© or otherwiſe, having had, by the Space of fixty 
© Years or more, the Freehold and Inheritance of 
© the ſaid Lands in themſelves, or ſuch from whom 
© they claim that Claim, that by Colour of ſuch 
© Rent received, the King ſhould not be entitled 
< to the Inheritance. 

And, that ſome Courſe may be taken for Li- 
. © mitation of Entries, and Actions of Rights, and 
© Titles of Lands, belonging to the Duchy of 
© Cornwall, Principality of Wales, and Counties of 
© Chefler and Fiat ; and, namely, That ſome 
* Proviſion be made for it in the Patent now 
* ſhortly to be paſſed to the Prince of ales, that 
© ſuch as have been reputed of the Inheritance, and 
© had Poſſeſſion above ſixty Years, ſhall not be 
© impeached. 


Patentees to be concluded, in like Sort, as if the 
Eſlate had jill remained in the King. 


t. That Letters Patents of his Majeſty, his Heirs 
© and Succeſſors, and other his Progenitors, not 
© heretofore made void by Judgment, or ſuch En- 
* try as hath been made known by one Year's 
8 Cee of Poſſeſſion, ſhall be continued, 
© and taken moſt beneficially for the Patentees, 
* their Heirs and Aſſigns; in Caſe any Eſtate of 
© Inheritance be paſled, and for the W. his 

© Exe» 
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Av. 8. James 1; © Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, to whom 
1610. any Leaſe hath or ſhall be made, according to 
© the: Purport of the ſaid Letters Patents or Leaſe ; 
and no other. Expoſition to be made of any Pa- 
| © tent; Grant, or Leaſe, of the King, or his Pro- 
| © genitors, but ſuch as the Law makes in Grants, 
| | © and Leaſes, made by common Perſons, any 
1 © collateral Matter, common Rule, or Maxim to 
© the contrary notwithſtanding. 1 8 

2. And that all Letters Patents, Grants or Lea- 
© ſes, from henceforth ſhall be expounded, conſtru- 
| © ed, taken or adjudged, to paſs all Rights, Titles, 
| © Eſtates, and Intereſts, whatſoever the King at 
the Time of the faid Letters Patents made, might 
| * have paſſed as King or Duke; and that ſuch 
| * Grants as have been made under the Duchy-Seal 
: © of Lancaſter, of Land reputed Duchy-Lands, 
© by the Space of ſixty Years, ſhall be good not- 
© withſtanding the King have any other Title 
© hereunto, in Right of his Crown or otherwiſe. 
3. Thatthe King or any Patentee of the King, 
* * his Heirs or Succeſſors, ſhall not take any Forfei- 
: ture of his Eſtate for Non- payment of Rent, but 
s © only ſhall have a Penalty of double the Rents; 
but that the Leſſee ſhall enjoy his Eſtate againſt 
© the Patentees as he did under the King ; and that 
© Leaſes made upon Suggeſtion of Surrenders, may 
© not be overthrown for Defects or Imperſections 
© of or in the Surrender, or for Want of Sur- 

render. 
4. The Subject upon every Information of 
Inſtruction be admitted to plead the general Iſſue, 
© not guilty; and not be forced to any ſpecial Plea; 
© neither ſhall any Injunction in reſpect of ſuch 
. © Plea be granted, to turn him out of Poſſeſſion, 
© having had Poſſeſſion by the Space of one Year 


7 © before. 

* 5. The Point concerning penal Laws and In- 
ö 2 © formers, ſhall be ordered as ſhall be moſt for the 
So © Benefit and Eaſe of the Subjects, preſerving the 

"hg Force of the Law, and a Courſe ta be eſtabliſh- 


ed 


"x7 J 
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* ed for due Execution thereof, and inflicting the An. 8. Jane l 
Penalty. ä 10 1610, 

6. * All Purveyance and Takings for his Maje- 
« ſty's Uſe, the Queen, the Prince, and all other the 
King's Children, and for all Offices, Courts, 
Councils, and Societies whatſoever, to be utter- 
© ly taken away, as well Purveyance and Taking 
© of Houſhold, Stable, Navy, Servants, Labour- 
ers, and all other Proviſions ; and alſo, for Carts, 
* Horſes, and Carriages, both by Land and Wa- 
© ter; and, generally, all Purveyances and Ta- 
© kings for whomſoever, whatſoever, of what 
Name or Nature ſoever, to be for ever extin- 
© guiſhed; the Compoſition for the ſame to be all 
« diffolved and relealed ; the Clerk of the Market, 
© and all others, to be diſabled for ſetting any Pri- 
© ces; the Power and Prerogative of Pre-emption 
© to be determined, not intending hereby the Pre- 
« emption of Tin. 

What Regard ſhall be had to the Merchant- 
© Stranger in this Point, to be left to further 
© Confideration. 

7. That his Majeſty would be pleas'd to par- 
© don, releaſe, and diſcharge all old Debts, due to 
© him or any of his Progenitors, before the zoth 
* Year of the Reign of our late Sovereign Lady 
© Queen Elizabeth: And that hereafter every Sub- 
© ject, ſued or moleſted for any Debt due to his 
© Majeſty or his Progenitors, or that ſhall grow 
due to his Heirs, may plead that the ſame Debt 
© or Sum of — ſued for, or demanded, be- 
came due to the King or his Progenitors, by the 
Space of ten Vears paſt; and that the ſame in 
the mean Time, hath not been ſued for in any 
of the King's Courts, and that the ſame appear- 
ing to be true or ſo proved, ſhall be a good Plea 
in Bar. 

8. All Pre-Fines, and Poſt-Fines, due upon 
<* "Alienation, by Fine or Recovery, to be taken 
away. 


| 
vor. V. R 16 Fuh, 
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* I 16 Fuh, 1610, 
ow © That where any Man ſhall be outlaw'd, at 
© the Suit of a common Perſon, before Judgment 
Vor after, the Plaintiff firſt, and all others after 
4 © him in Order as they defire, all may be paid 
their juſt Debts out of the Forfeiture grown to 
* the King, before the King or any other take any 
Advantage of ſuch Forfeiture. 
© In like Manner, in all Attainders of Felony 
and Treaſon, all Creditors to be ſatis fied for their 
juſt Debts, out of the Eſtates of the Perſons at- 
© tainted, 
* That the Clauſe in the Statutes 34 and 35 
Hen. VIII. by which the King hath Power to 
alter the Laws for Wales and make new, be re- 


6 pealed; 
73% | In the Interim till our next Acceſs; 


© No Man to be queſtioned or troubled for any 
© Land upon defective Titles, either upon Pretence 
that the Patent is void, or for Aſſart Lands, and 
* ſuch like, which have had long Poſſeſſion and 
* no Patent. 
No Man to be queſtioned for Land gained by 
© the Sea, be it antient or new. 
* No concealed Ward to be ſought after, nor 
any to be queſtioned, after the Death of whoſe 
C * an Office hath not been found with - 
in ten Years. 
* No Man to be queſtioned for old Debts, 
Nor Alienations without Licence, 
Nor be confined to plead his Licence, or 
Title, or Tenure, in the Exchequer. 
18 Fuly, 1610, 
© 1. That whereas the Houſe of Commons have 
* already, among their Grievances, preferred a Pe- 
* tition to his Majeſty, as of Right and Juſtice, 
that the four Engl/h Counties may have a Trial 
8 PA Law, concerning their Inheritance to the 
mmon Laws of this Realm, and fo to be ex- 
s empted 
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© empted from the Juriſdiction of the Preſident An. g. James 1, 


and Council of ales, (a Matter wherein the 
« whole Realm is deeply intereſted) notwithſtand- 
© ing, upon occaſion of this great Contract, the 
* Houſe of Commons doth humbly petition to his 
« Majeſty, as of Grace, that without further Suit, 
Trial, or Trouble, thoſe Counties may be re- 
« ſtored to that their antient Right, the ſame being 
no way prejudicial to his Majeſty's Honour, in 
Point of Sovereignty, (as we conceive,) as be- 
© ing alike to his Majeſty in which of his Courts 
« his Subjects have their Trials; and in Profit 
much leſs: But rather being a Matter of greater 
«© Benefit to his Majeſty, in the Duties due for 


« Suits in his Courts at Ffminfler, and to his 


< Majeſty's loving Subjects there, it will be a Mat- 
© ter of great Comfort, and of enabling them the 
© better to perform their Part of this Contract, 
© by eaſing them of much cauſeleſs Vexation and 


c rges, which in trifling Suits they now bear 
s and endure. | | 

2. * The King to be bound upon Demurrers, 
to expreſs the Cauſe of Demurrer for Form, as 
© the Subject is by the Statute 27th EAR. 

3. Petition to be made to his Majeſty to grant 
out Commiſſions, to declare the juſt and due 
© Fees of all the Courts and Offices in this Realm, 
© ſo far forth as they are to be paid by the Subject; 
© and they to de reduc'd into a Bock and printed. 

4 His Majeſty alſo to be petitioned to appoint 
© ſome to make a diligent Survey of all the penal 
© Statutes of this Realm, to the End that ſuch as 
are obſolete or unprofitable may be repealed ; 
© and this for the better Eaſe and Certainty of the 
© Subject ; all ſuch as are profitable concerning one 


Matter, may be reduc'd into one Statute to be 


« paſs'd/in Parliament. 

$5. * The Lords to join with the Houſe of Com- 
mons in Petition to his Majeſty, for Recompence 
tobe made by his Majeſty to all ſuch Officers of 
Courts. as are dammfied by this Contract in 
Point of Tenures, 


R 2 20 Ju. 


1610. 
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; I 20 Tub, 1610. 
. His Malely' to be pltitioncd that be wil 
6 E pleaſed to grant no Protections contrary to 
© Law. f 
©* That the Extent of every Article that is de- 
© creed for the Good of the Commons in this 
great Contract with his Majeſty, ſhould be ex- 
© pounded and explained in all Cauſes doubtful, 
© by the Houſe of Commons, according to their 
© true Meaning. | | 
© Reſervation to be made of further Addition at 
© the.next Seſſion, of any Propofition within the 
© Bounds agreed on: viz. Not to impair his Ma- 
« jeſty's Honour, in Point of Sovereignty,' nor to 
_ + diminiſh his Eſtate, in Matters of Profit, with- 
© out Recompence for the ſame. 


8 en. 21 July, 1610. 
Anſwer to the Lords three Propofitions, viz, 
1. What Aſſurance his Majeſly ſhall have of 
200,000. yearly Revenue, a 
_ Anſwer, viz. 
© Not having reſolved. yet whereupon to raiſe 
© this Revenue, nor in what Manner to levy it, 
© thus much we are reſoly'd of, That it ſhall be 
< ſtable and certain to his Majeſty, and convenient 
© for his Majeſty's Officers to receive and ga- 
© ther it. ts PETS 
2. What Matter of Content in the Interim ſhall be 
brought. down into the Country. | 
Anſwer, viz. 

«© Firſt, to the meaner Sort, the aſſuring them 
* that nothing ſhall be levied upon their ordinary 
* Viftuals; viz. Bread, Beer, and Corn, nor up- 
on their handy Labours. Secondly, to the bet- 
© ter Sort, the View of theſe Things, which in 
© Lieu of that Sum, we ſhall receive from his Ma- 
* jeſty, whereof Copies to be taken down by ſuch 
as pleaſe. Thirdly, in General to all, his Ma- 
jeſty's gracious Anſwer to our Grieyances. 

3. 
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3. What Courſe now for the ſettling of this great An. 8. James J. 


Contract and proceeding in it. 
Anſwer, "viz. 

© Firſt of all, we proceed now by Addition of 
© ſome more Articles, which together with the 
© former in one entire Copy, we will preſent to 
© the Lords. Secondly, for the ſettling of it at 
our Return to find it as we leave it, we will en» 
ter in our Book, 1. What we have demanded, 
viz, Theſe Articles, 2. What we have reſol- 
ved to give therefore to his. Majeſty, viz. 


aa a a @ => 


by Act of Parliament, in as ſtrong Sort as can 
de deviſed. 4. The Manner of LG it, to 

© be in ſuch Sort as may be ſecure to his Majeſty, 
© and in the moſt eaſeful and contentful Sort to the 
Subject, as by both Houles of Parliament can 
+ be deviſed. 


Memorial concerning the great Contract with his 
Majeſty, touching Tenures, with the Dependents, 
Conveyance, &c. conceiv'd by the Direction of 
the Lords of the Higher Houſe Parliament, 
VIZ, 
© Whereas the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſ- 

© ſes of the Lower Houſe of Parliament, have this 

* Day, by Committee, delivered to the Lords 

* Committees of this Houſe, a Memorial by them 

© conceiv'd and put in Writing, containing cer- 

* tain Articles concerning the great Contract with 

© his Majeſty, which during this Seſſion of Parlia- 

ment hath long and often been in Speech and 

Debate between their Lordſhips and them, as well 

on bis Majeſty's Behalf, as for the Intereſt of their 

* Lordſhips, and of the ſaid Knights, Citizens, 

and Burgeſſes; by which Contract, they are tied 

to afſure unto his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſ- 

* ſors, the Sum of 200,0001 Sterling, in yearly 


Revenue, in Satisfaction of the great yearly Profits 


* which his Majeſty hath or may make, as well in 
* reſpect of the , of the Bodies and Lands 
3 * of 


200,000]. by the Year. 3. The Security to be 


1610, 


r (7 


| 
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of his Subjects, and all other Incidents to Te- 
© nures, as of the Benefit ariſing by Poſt- Fines, de- 
© fective Titles, Aſſarts, and many other Immu- 
* kities and Privileges, together with the extin- 
© guiſhing of Purveyances, (all tending to the Pro- 
p Ft and Eaſe of his Majeſty's Subjects,) in the 
Concluſion whereof there is this Clauſe incer- 
© ted, viz. That the Extent of every Article, that 
© is defired for the Good of the Commons, in this 
great Contract with his Majeſiy, ſhould be ex- 
« plained and expounded in all Clauſes doubtful, by 
* the Houſe of Commons, according to their true 
Meaning 

And, whereas at the Preſenting of the ſame 
Memorial, it was alſo delivered in the Name of 
the Lower Houſe, by Sir Edwyn Sandys, that, 
notwithſtanding the ſaid Clauſe inſerted, it was 
not intended to make any Queſtion of the Price, 
or of any main Part of the Contract, becauſe 
they were agreed in the Subſtance - but only to 
receive ſome Liberty for the Expofition of the 
Extent of ſome Branches, which contained thoſe 
Requeſts which they had made under that Li- 
© berty ; (which his Majeſty gave them to propound 
© ſuch other Things as ſhould not derogate from 
* his Honour or Profit) in all which they deſired 
© alſo by the Mouth of Sir Eduyn Sandys, to 
© retain Liberty, addendo, minuendo, et interpre- 
* tando.” 

And, whereas it was alſo delivered by the 
© Gentleman aforeſaid, that the Lower Houſe 
© were reſolved at the End of this, to deliver 
© a clear Anſwer ; that is to ſay, concerning the 
+ King's Aflurance, tho? for the Manner of Levy, 
they had not yet taken the ſame into Conſidera- 
+ tion in the Abſcence of their Fellows; yet of 
* this one Thing, they did defire their Lordihips 
to remain aſſured, that it was their full Intention 
and Reſolution that his Majeſty's Revenue, de · 
+ pending upon this Contract, ſhould have theſe 
* two Qualities ; one that it ſhould be a Revenue 
* firm and ſtable; another that it ſhould not by 

| dif- 


Dee 


«© difficult in the Levy. In both which they aſ- An. 8. James I. 
© ſured themſelves, they did fully anſwer the 
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Meaning of that Speech which made mention 


- 
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of Terra Firma.” 

And, Foraſmuch, as the Knights and Bur- 
geſſes of the Lower Houſe, have alſo acknow- 
ledged (and that moſt truly) that they did always 
underſtand themſelves bound to limit themſeves, 
ſo carefully, in all Things which they have 
ſought for, or ſhall do, not being particularly 


expreſled at the Time that they did accept of 


the Price, as not to demand or expect any Con- 
dition, whereby his Majeſty ſhould loſe either 
Honour or Profit, as aforeſaid.” 
© The Lords alſo who are likewiſe in their own 
particular Eſtates and Poſſeſſion, (beſide the Care 
of the Publick Good) no leſs intereſted in the 
ſaid great Contract than they, and by their emi- 
nent Places and Degree, are more ſtictly bound 
to take care of thoſe Things which do particu» 
larly concern the Honour and Revenue of the 
Crown than others are, have now, upon good 
Advice and Deliberation, thought fit and ne- 
ceſſary, not only, to acknowledge their perſonal 
Conſent to the ſubſtantial Parts of this Contract, 
but with the Privity of his Majeſty, as an Ar- 
ment of his Conſent, given Order likewiſe, 
or an Entry to be made of the ſame Memorial, 
in Manner as is aforeſaid ; that is to fay, with 
the ſame Reſervation, which was verbally de- 
fired by them in theſe Words, addendo, minuendo, 
et interpretando; and, with that Reſervation 
which is contained in the Jatter Clauſe of their 
Memorial, viz. That the Extent of every Article, 
that is deſired for the Good It the Commons, in 
this great Contract with his Majeſty, ſpould be ex- 
pounded and explained in all Cauſes doubiful, by 


the Lords of the Higher Houſe, for the Good of 


his Majeſty and themſelves.” 


In this Situation did this Grand Affair, between 


the King and People, ſtand at the End of the laſt 


Seſ- 


10. 
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An. 8. James I. Seſſion; and, by the Demand of the Subject and 
1610 the Monarch's Anſwer, it ſeemed as if a Contract 
might have been concluded at their next Meeting. 

The Commons, in this laſt Seſſion, had bartered 
long for 180,020 l. per Annum to be paid the King 
for theſe Liberties ; and at laſt came up to the 
Price demanded (200,000 l.) but it was all to no 

The Parliament Effect. The fame Parliament met again on the 

meet, after Pro- 16th Day of Oclober, the time limited by the laſt 

. Prorogation; which was ſtill in the eighth Year 
of this King, or Anno 1610. 

We have now no other Authority to go by, 
for the Proceedings of the enſuing Seſſion, than 
the Lords Journals; thoſe of the Commons being 
loſt : And it was ſome Days after the Meeting, 
on the 23d of QFober, that the Buſineſs of the 
Great Contract was reſumed by the Lords; who, 
as their Fournals expreſs it, thought good to begin 
with the greateſt and moſt weighty Matter now 
depending in Deliberation ; concerning, as well 
Tenures, with their Dependants, as Purveyors and 
other Things; in the State that Aﬀair was left 

, at the breaking-up of the laſt Seſſion. Their Lord- 
ſhips agreed to ſend a Meſſage to the Commons 
to defire a Conference, by Committees of both 
Houſes, in order to bring this weighty Buſineſs 
to a happy Concluſion. Anſwer was returned by 
the Commons, that they accepted of the Lords 
Propoſal : Oclober the T wenty-fifth was appointed 
for that Purpoſe. Afterwards, on the Lord Chan- 
cellor's Motion, it was ordered That a!l the Lords 
then in Town, and not preſent, ſhould be warned 
and required by the Houſe, to give their perſonal 
Attendance, on that Day at the Hour fixed, which 
was between Nine and Ten in the Morning. 

And proceed to. At the Time appointed, there appeared in the 
conficer the Houſe according to the Liſt, eleven Biſhops, 
Great ContraQ twelve Earls, one Viſcount, twenty five Barons, 
bares, ke: The firſt Thing they did wis to name a Commit- 
: : tee: Next, was read, openly, the Hemorial, con- 
cerning the Great Contract, as it was given in the 

laſt Seſſion, by Direction of the Lords; as, _ 

| the 
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the other Memorial, which was delivered at the An. 8. James I. 
End of the laſt Seſſion by the Committee of the 1610. 
Commons. Then the Lord Chancellor put the 
Lords in mind of the State of the Buſineſs con- 
cerning the ſaid Contract; and moved that their 
Lordſhips wonld now give their Advice what ſhould 
be ſpoken, that Afternoon, to the Committee of the 
other Houſe, touching the Premiſſes, and by whom 
the ſame ſhall be delivered. And, becauſe this 
Matter is of ſuch great Moment, his Lordſhip 
wiſhed the Debate thereof might be by way of 
Interlocution; to that Purpoſe the Houſe to be 
adjourned, and the Lords to fit as in a Committee 
which was generally approved and agreed to. 

After a ſhort Adjournment, the Houſe of Lords 
met again, on the zoth. When their Lordſhips 
were informed by the Lord Chancellor, That 
Robert Bowyer, Clerk of Parliament, had lately 
received, from the Under-Clerk to the Commons, 
a Letter, dated Oober the 27th in theſe Words: 


SIR, 
AM, by Order of the Commons Houſe of Parlia- 
ment, directed to repair unto you, and to defire of 

you a true Copy of his Majeſty's Anſwer to the Grie- 
vances of the Subjects, preſented the laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament As well the Anfwers to the firſt Four, 
concerning Matter of Profit, as the reſi concerning 
Matter of Government, anſwered the laſt Day. 
The Order is, that you are to ſubſcribe your Hand 
unto it, and to make it ready before Monday Morn- 
ing next, at which Time there will be a (pecial Ore © 
caſion of Uſe for it, 


I am your very aſſured Friend, 


Satuday, Ott. 27, Ra. EvAXs. 
1610, 


The Chancellor added, That the faid Clerk, in 
Reſpect of his Duty to this Houſe, had forborn 
to fatisfy the Contents of the ſaid Letter; and had 
only returned for Anſwer, That, of a 
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An. 8. James I. had no Power, or Authority, to make forth, or 


1610, 


deliver Copies of that Nature; but, at the next 
Sitting of the Lords, he would acquaint their 
Lordſhips with the ſaid Letter, and then be ready 
to do what they ſhould command him. 

This Anſwer was approved by the Lords; who, 
having »conſidered of the Matter, Thought it 
both fit and reaſonable that the Copy deſired 
ſhould be ſent, authentiquely, to the Lower 
Houſe ; becauſe the Matter and Subſtance there- 
of equally concerned both Houſes ; and was 
originally intended by his Majeſty to be imparted 
to all his loving Subjects without DiſtinQion.” 
But, their Lorcſhips did not approve of this Man- 
ner of Demand ; which ſhould have been by 
Motion to themſelves, and not by a Letter from 
an Under-Clerk to the Clerk of this Houſe, or by 
any ſuch Order or Direction as above. Notwith- 
landing this, as their Wiſdoms thought it not con- 
venient, that, for this Cauſe, the weighty Bufi- 
neſs of this Great Contract with his Majeſty, be- 
ing now in Treaty, and for which this Seſſion of 
Parliament was chiefly held, ſhould any Way be 
in Danger to ſuffer Interruption, Impediment, or 
Delay ; it was agreed to by all the Lords and or- 
dered, That the Clerk of this Houſe ſhould, by 
Leave of the Houſe, ſend to the ſaid Clerk attend- 
ing the Commons the Copy deſired, under his 
Hand, with an Anſwer to this Purpoſe :* 


ON Rrcipt of your Letter, I have this 

Inſi. 30th of October, acquainted my Lords 

; es Higher Houſe of Parlument therewithal. 

reupm, their Lordſbips are well pleaſed and con- 

tent that T ſhall ſend you, under my Hand, that which 
is deſired, which herewithal you receive actordingh. 


| I reſt your aſſured loving Friend, 
Ro. BowYER. 


But, 
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But, an Entry was ordered to be made in the An, 3. 


Journal, with ſpecial Caution and Proviſion, That 
this Particular be not at any Time drawn or uſed 
as a Precedent ; but, that in all Caſes of like Na- 
ture, hereafter happening, due Courſe and Care 


ſhould be obſerved for preſerving the Honour, Dig- 


nity and Privilege of that Houſe. 

This Condeſcenſion of the Lords to the Com- 
mons had not the wiſhed- for Effect; for tho" the 
Conferences began again between the two Houſes, 
about the Grand Contract, yet they came to no 
Concluſion. The Journal give no Account of 
any Report made from theſe Committees, relating 
to that Affair; and on the 6th Day of December, 
after two ſhort Adjournments, the Parliament was 
prorogued by Commiſſion, to the gth of February 
enſuing. And, on that Day, the Lord Chancellor 


IvIO, 


produced another Commiſſion, from the King, Which is render- 


directed to himſelf and ſome other Lords, by which ed abortive by 


he declared this Parliament to be finally diſ- * Prat. 
ment, 


ſolved. 


It is eaſy to ſee, by the Abruptneſs of theſe 
Proceedings, that the King and his Parliament 
parted in no good Humour with one another; but, 
ſince the Journals are ſilent, as to that Matter, 
we muſt tave Recourſe to the Hiſtor 


ry of the 
Times for an Explanation. The particular Hit 


torian of this Reign, and a very particular one he 
is, has opened ſomewhat relating to this Affair; 


graph from that Work, wherein, the whole Pro- 
ccedings of this laſt Seſſion are included. He tells 
us, That, on the Meeting of this Seſſion of Par- 
liament, the Members were willing to ſecure their 
Allegiance to the King, out of Piety ; yet, they 
were ſo ſtrict even in theſe youthful Days, which 
he called Obſtinacy, that they would not obey 
him in his Encroachments upon the public Liber- 
ty, which he began then to practice. For being 
now ſeaſoned with ſeven Years Knowledge in his 
Profeſſion bere, he thought he might ſet up for 


him- 


To give the Reader ſome Taſte, both of his Remarks there- 
Language and Politics, we ſhall extract one Para- on. 
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An. S. James I. himſelf ; and not be ſtill Journeyman to the laviſh 
1610. Tongues of Men, that pryed too narrowly into 
the Secrets of his Prerogative, which are Myſteries 
too high for them, being Arcana Imperii, fitter to 
be admired than queſtioned. But, the Parliament 
were apprehenſive enough, that theſe hidden My- 
ſteries made many dark Steps into the People's Li- 
berties; and they were willing, by the Light of 
Law and Reaſon, to diſcover what was the King's, 
what theirs : Which the King, unwilling to have 
ſearched into, after five Seſſions, in ſix Years 
Time, diſſolved the Parliament by Proclama- 
uon.“ (2) 
Our Hiſtorian has thought proper to mention 
this Proclamation, only, without giving us a 
Copy of it: But we are beholden to the Con- 
tinuator of Stowe's Chronicle, for a genuine Tran- 
. ſcript of this Act of State, which will fall very 
1 aptly in this Place; and therefore we give it in its 
own Diction and Orthography. N 


W HE REAS the King's moſt excellent Majeſtie 


hath continved this Parliament together, long- 
er than hath bin uſual, or might well have flood either 
with bis importaunt Affaires of State, or with the 
publicke Buſineſs of three whole Termes ſpent in the 
:- laft Seſſions ; or with the Occaſions of the Coun- 
. ſetting rey, Where the Service and Hojpitalitie of many 
forth the Reaſons Perſons FA Dualitie hath beene miſſing, and divers 
of this Diſſolu- Sþjres, Citties, and Burrough Townes have beene 
— burdened with Allowances made to the Knights and 
Burgeſſes whom they imployed ; beſides the particular 
Expenſe of the Nobilitie and others attending that 
Service. And all this in Expectation of a good Con- 
clufion of ſome of thoſe weighty Cauſes, which have 
been there in Deliberation, not only for the Supply of 
the Neceſſities of bis 5 Eſtate, but for the 
Eaſe and Freedom of his Subjedtes, in many T hings 
propoſed by his Majeſiy in Parliament, fer differing 
and ſurpaſſing the Favirs and Graces of former 
Times, both in Nature and Value. His Majeſly 
hath 
( 2 Wilſon in Kennet, 
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hath now reſolved ( for preventing of further Trouble An. 8, James I, 
of all thoſe that would prepare themſelves to be here 2610. 
againſt the Time limited by the laſt Prorogation) to 

declare by theſe Preſents that they ſhall not need to 

give their Attendance at the Day appoynted, for any 
Service to be done as Members of this Parliament; 

becauſe his Majefly ( for many good Conſiderations 

knnon to himſelfe) hath now determined to diſſolve 

this Parliament, by bis Commiſſion under his Great 

Seal of England. 

Dated, at Whitehall, 3 of Dec. 16 10. 


There was alſo, ſome other Buſineſs, beſides the 

Great Contract, begun in this laſt ſhort Seſſion of 

Parliament; and ſome of it of publick Uſe and 
Service. 

A Bill was brought in for the better Preſerva- 
tion and Increaſe of Wood and Timber. Ano- 
ther againſt Tranſportation of Iron-Ordnance, 
Gun: Metal, Iron-Oar, Iron- Mine, and Iron- 
Shot. A Bill for the Erection of Common-Brew- agg pad d. 
houſes, in certain Places needing the ſame, where- 
8 Subjects may be much eaſed, in point of 
Carriages, at the Times of his Majeſty's Progreſs; 
and Drunkenneſs the better ſuppreſſed. A Bill to 
avoid Suits and Queſtions touching Wills of Land. 
And a Bill for the enabling and making good of 
Leaſes and Grants to be made by the Prince of 
Males; and for yielding of true Accounts, upon 
Oath, by his Highneſs's Officers from Time to 
Time. But, all theſe, and, in all Likelihood, 
many more that would have enſued, were pre- 
vented from taking Effect, by the ſudden Diſſolu- 
tion of this Parliament. 

King James and his Parliament parting in ſuch 
ill Humour with one another, without concluding 
any Thing, relating to the Great Contract be- 
tween them, the Royal Prerogative ſtood as it did 
before; and the King is ſaid, now, to put it in 
Practice to the full Extent of his Power. The 
Reader muſt be his own Judge, by the . 
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An. 8. James I. already given, how far the King's Conceſſions 
1610. went, towards a perfect Agreement, in theſe Ar- 
ticles. And, if the Parliament, by graſping at too 

much, loſt all; or were for driving too hard a 
Bargain, about Things which could not be pur- 

chaſed too dear, they themſelves were to blame to 

loſe the Market. It muſt be allowed, by any that 

has read the Parliamentary Proceedings, in former 

Reigns, that Fames gave greater Liberty to his 
Subjects to ſpeak and treat about ſuch high Matters, 

than the mildeſt of bis Predeceſſors ever did. (a) 

A Recollection of the Jealoufies prafticed in the 

laſt Reign, only, will evince the Truth of this; for 
Elizabeth never ſuffered her Parliaments to touch 

the leaſt upon her Prerogative, either in Church 

or State : Priſons, and ſuch like Puniſhments, were 

the Rewards of thoſe that attempted it. —But to 


King James now began to exerciſe the Regal 
Power ſolely ; at leaſt, let no Body ſhare with 
him but a Succeſſion of fingle Favourites ; which 
have ever been the Bane of Princes. The happy 
Situation the Kingdom was in, as to any foreign 
or civil War, throughout the whole Courſe of his 
Reign, made Way for Riches to flow exceedingly ; 
and theſe, generally, brecd what they ought not 
to do, Pride, Coniention and Deceit. There 
were yet, no Taxes, impoſed on the Subject, an 
Ways burdenſome ; the Grant of Sub/idies, Hf. 
teenths and Tenths, during this King's Time, be- 
ing but a poor Pittance, compared with the li- 
beral Donations in the Reign of his Predeceſſor. 
And how he kept up the great State and vaſt Ex- 
pence of his Court, without more Aid, is a Secret 
: in Hiſtory. : 
An Aid for the Some few Aſſiſtances, without the Help of 
Princes FEI. Parliament, are obvious: The King claimed an 
deth, Aid ot his Subjects, according to antient Cuſtom, 
Anco x61; For the Marriage of his Daughter Elisabeth, to 
HDiedericb, EleQtor Palatine ; which was folemni- 
zed, with great Magnihcence, February the 14th, 

in 


Anno 1611. 


(a] See before Page 239, and in Vol, IV. paſim, 
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in the Year 1612. But, the King's Joy, for this An. ro. James t, 


Match, muſt have been greatly clouded, by the dire 


1612, 


Remembrance of the Loſs of his eldeſt Son, Prince Ine Death of 
Henry, who died Nov. 6th preceeding ; a Prince Prince Henry. 


whoſe great Character promiſed very much to 
the Succeſſion. ( At this Time, the King's 
Chief Favourite and Counſellor was one Robert 
Carr, a Scotſman ; who, from a low Original, 
was firſt knighted, then created Viſcount Rocheſſer, 
and afterwards Ea of Somer/et. This Man (the 
King's old and faithful Counſellor Robert Cecil, 
Earl of Salisbury, being dead) ruled all; and, by 
enriching himſelf and impoveriſhing his Maſter, 
ſoon brought him to want Supplies. But, how 
to gain them, without the Aſſiſtance of Parlia- 
ment, a Way they neither of them liked, was 


the Queſtion ? 


The firſbProjed this new Stateſman put theKing "0 < IN 


upon to raiſe Money, was to erect a new Order 85 


merſet's, Pro- 


of Dignity and Worſhip, called Baronets, The jets for raifing 
Number of them was to be two Hundred; their Money. 


Honour and Degree next to Barons; the Title 


that of a Knight, which was to deſcend to their Anno 1613. 


Poſterity; and for this they were to pay one thou- 
ſand Pounds a Peice. The Pretence for it was to 
plant Colonies in the North of Feland; for which, 
the bloody Hand, the Arms of the Province of 
er, was added, as a Trophy, to the Baronets 
Eſcutcheons. | 

The next Scheme was to raiſe the Price of Eng- 
ii coined Gold; which was done by a Procla- 
mation, firſt prohibiting the "Tranſporting of it, 
and then raiſing its Value two Shillings in the 
Pound. So a broad Peice of Gold, called the 


Unity, before going for twenty Shillings, was raiſed - 


to twenty-two Shillings; and all the leſſer Gold 
Coinsin Proportion. Yet this, as the Proclamation 
expreſſes it, was no more than what the Engl 
Coin was valued at abroad ; which was the Oc- 


cafion that ſo much of it was tranſported. (c) 
There 


{b) Cambden's Annals. 


(e) See Continuation of Stotre's Chronicle, Page 911. 
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An. 17, James I. There was another Project, which was faid to 
1613. de granted by his Majeſty's ſpecial Favour, for 
the . Planting of Exgliſb Colonies in Virginia; 
this was by way of Lottery, and, as it is the firſt of 
the Kind we have hitherto met with, deſerves 
our Notice. The Bank of it was but ſmall, 
conſidering the great Value of thoſe in our own 
The firſt State- Times 3 there was but five thouſand Pounds aſ- 
Lottery in Eng- ſigned for the Prizes, beſides ſome caſual Rewards. 
* It began to be drawn in a new built Houſe, at 
the Weſt-End of St. Paul's, June the 29th, 1612; 
but for want of filling the Number of Lots, 
there were taken out of the Lottery, and ſet aſide, 
threeſcore thouſand Blanks, without abating one 
Prize. By Juh the 20th, all was drawn and 
finiſhed; and, as our Author ſays, the Lottery 
was ſo plainly and honeſtly performed, that it 
gave full Satisfaction to every one; ſeveral wor- 
ſhipful Knights, and Eſquires, and grave diſcreet 
Citizens attending at the Drawing. The chief 
Prize, amounting to four thouſand Crowns, in 
Plate, was won by Thomas Sharpliff, a Taylor, 
in London ; to whoſe Houſe the Prize was carried 

with great Pomp and Solemnity. (4) 
8 Whether this laſt was a Trick of State, of 
ſwering the End, the Miniſters, to raiſe Money for his own Uſe, 
a new Parliament Or Was really for the Purpoſe above, is uncertain z 
= called, however, it is ſure none of their Ways would 
do, nor anſwer the preſſing Neceſlities of State; 
and therefore a Parliament was reſolved on to be 
called for that Purpoſe. Accordingly, Writs 
were ſent out, for one to meet at Meſtminſter, on 
the 5th Day of April, in the Year 1614, and 

the 5 2th of this Reign. | 1 
i he uſual Preliminaries at the Meeting of a 
| _—_ new Parliament being ſettled, ſuch as admitting 
At Weſtminſter, Proxies, appointing Receivers and Tryers of 
Petitions, c. the King came down to the 
Houſe of Lords, and being ſeated on the Throne, 
thought proper to make the following Speech to 
" both Houfes of Parliament, | 9 
15 


— 


(4) Sime Page 915. 
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This Speech is in no printed Hiſtory, nor Col- 


lection that we know of; we therefore give it in 
its own Orthography, from a Manuſcript in the 


a} 
An, 12. James I. 
1614. 


Cotton -Library. (e) f 


« T T is the Sayeing of the wyſeſte King that The King's 


6 evere was, That the Harte of Kings weare 
« ;nſerutable ; but in the laſte Parleamente, I muſte 
« calle to your Remembrance the Compariſone I 
«* uſed, whearin I preſented myſelfe unto you as a 
© Mirrore, whearin you mighte cleerelye ſee the 
© Integretye of my Purpos for our lengtheninge 
© that Parleamente for the generall Good and Be- 
© nefyte of the Commonwelthe; but as I then 
* fayd of the Nature of a Mirvore, that it mighte 
be deffyled by the Eyes of the Behoulderes, fo 
© did ſome of the Lowere Houſe looke uppon me 
* with poluted Eyes, and as I may ſaye, deffyled 
* my Mirrore; I canne ſaye no more nowe then 
I did then, but to offere you the ſame Mirrore, 
© to [looke to] proteſtyng as I ſhall anſwere it to 
* Almyghty God, that my Integretye is like the 
* Whitnes. of my Roabe, my Purety like the 
* Mettle of Golde in my Crowne, my Firmnes 
and Clearnes like the preſious Stones I weare, 
and my Affectyones naturalle like the Rednes of 
my Harte, 
* Three important and weighty Ends have cau- 
ſed me to caule this preſent Aſſembly of the 
Lords Spirituall and Temporall, the Knights 
and Burgeſes repreſentynge the Bodye of my 
* Comones, which I muſte divide into three Parts 
* and Branches, Bona Anime, Bona Corporis, & 
Bona Fortunæ, Relygeon, Safety, and the Aſyſ- 
© tance of my Subjects, which are the true Grounds 
of tbis and all well-intended Parleaments. 

For Relygione, which the Philoſopheres, with 
* the glymering Lighte of Nature, caled Bong 
* Anime, I muſte comend to your Conſideraſones, 
the great Increaſe of Poperie; notwithſtandinge 
the aſſiduous Labore I have beſtowed, and the 
* greate Care I have ever manifeſted, as may wit- 

OL. V. S 8 
(*) Ms, TITUS, F. 4. 


a A mw > Ax 


neſs 


Speech at open- 


ing the Seſſion, 
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Aa, 12. James, neſs both my Penne and Tonge, I think, with 
1614. moare Paynes than any of my Predeceſſores; 
© and for my Zeal in private, not to vant of it, 
© for avoydinge vayne Glorye, yet I hope all my 
* Courſe of Life and Actyones will ſpeake for 
: me. 

In this is to be conſidered the Cauſe and the 
© Remedye; for the Cauſe, it is undoubtedlye Im- 
© punite which made them preſume to ſo notory- 
© ous Declaraſones of their Increaſe, and their Im- 
k 2 proceedethe from two Reaſones: Firſt, 
© Some Brainches of the Lawes made to meet 
* with them are fo obfcure, that I myſelf, with 
Conference with my Lords the Judges, cannot 
© cleere them ; as I could inſtance in many Parti- 
© culers, that this Time weare fite for it, as in 
© the Oathe of Alleageance, to which many Scru- 
* ples have riflen, and are yet unreſolvede. 

* Secondlye, For Want of due Prefentment in 

_ * the Contreye by the Offyceres appoynted to it, 
I 1 the Proviſyone of the Lawe; an 

© in ſome Places when preſented, yet they are ſo 

© favored by the Juſtices of Peace, that as a Lieu- 

© tenante of myne in one Contreye hath inform'd 
me, he could not procure three of the Peace, 

© excepte ſome of his owne Frends and Servants, 

© that woulde aſſiſte him in the due Execuſhone ' 
* of my Lawes. And this in the firſt Place, I 

© comend to your Confideraſones. 

Not that I defire to make any newe or more 
© rigorouſe Lawes againſte them; but that theſe 
© may have Execuſhone, which is the Life of the 
* Lawe, and without it they are but deade Words. 
I ſpeake this not for my Favore to them, but 
© for Conſyenſe and Polleſye. . 

For Conſyenſe, to avoyde the Scandalles 
© which the Jeſuites have ever caſte uppon the 
© late Queene of famos Memory, and uppon my 
© Governmente, that we have perſecuted and ta- 
* ken Bloode for Relygeone, which I have evere 
* diſclaymed, 

8 d « For 


\ 
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© For Polleſye, ſinſe no State nor Storye cane n. 


© eyidenſe that any Relygeone or Hereſye was 
© eyere exterpated by Violenſe or the Swoardez 
© nor have I evere judged it a Waye of Plantyng 
* Truthe. An Example of this I take out of the 
© Booke of Jobe (, wheare when many rigo- 
6. rouſe Counſels weare propounded, Gamaliel ſtood 
© upe and adviſed that, F that Religion m_ 
s God, it wold proſpere; if that of Man, it wo 
« peri/be of itſelfe ; beſyde Mene are ſo prone to 
glorye in defendinge and ſealinge their Oppinyones 
© with their Bloode, that the Primityve Chirche, 
© in one Age, declyned into an Affectaſnon of 
* Martirdome. And many Hereſyes hathe had his 
© Martires that hathe gone with the fame Alacretye, 
and Deſyre, and Aſſurance, to the Fyre, as thoſe 
© that have witneſſed for the Truthe have done: 
* The ſecond and neareſte Conſyderaſon, to 
the Soule, Relygeon, is the Safty or Bonum Cor- 
« poris, which Lattyne hathe but one Worde Salus. 
© The principall Safetye of this Bodye conſyſtes in 
the Preſervatione of the King and his Iſſue, and 
this in preſſerving a due Succeſſyone. a 
« Since the laſte Parleamente, God, for my 


* Synnes and the Peoples, hath takene awaye one 


and the firſt Brainch thearof, but as he gave me 
* the Aﬀlyyones of Fobe, ſo hathe he gevene me 
© the Patyenſe, and in the end the Rewarde, ano- 
© ther for him, a Grand-child in his Plaſe, onely 
© the Sayeng of Jobe inverted, The Lorde hathe 
« geven, and the Lorde hathe talene, I may ſay, 
© The Lorde hath takene, and the Larde hathe ge- 
© ven, yea, he hath geven me Compenſatyone, 
© eodem Genere, a Sonne for a Sonne. | 
For the Matche of my Daughter, though I 

© muſt ſaye, that beſydes his many other good Qua- 
© lityes, he is one whom for his Perſone I could 
© aſſette, of all that evere myne Eyes beheld; 
© yet, I made this Matche only Reipublice Cau/a; 
© and for Eſtabliſhemente of Religion and the 
© Comone- Welthe have I ſacrefyſed my Daughter. 
S 2 * For 
Sir Orig. —Bot this Paſſage is in the Acts of the Apoſttes. 


12. James I. 
1614. 
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An. 12. James I, 
1614. 


For the Comone-Welthe, that if my Iſſue 
Male ſhulde faile, you could have not only Prin- 
ſes borne of true Engliſbe and Scotts Bloode, but 
norifhede with the Mylke of the fame pure Re- 
lygeone you now proffeſſe. 
For Relygeone, in ſome reſpect for her, that 
being younge and a Woman, bothe ſubjeCte to 
Frailtye, I wold not delyver hir into the Hande 
of the Lyon, when I fee ſo many ſtrong and 
grounded Champyones cannot reſiſte the Cun- 
ning and Spetiouſnes of their Perſwaſyones, 
* Beſyde the Reaſone of State takene from the 
Mouthe of 'Henrye VIIth. my Anceſtore, from 
whome I clayme my Crowne, when he gave 
my Great-Grand- Mother the Lady Marga- 
rate to King James IVth. he ſayd, Heare was 
no Danger in the Matche, for that the Leſſere 
told nr drawe the Greater, but the Greater 
the Leſſe; and this Rulle was approved by the 
Providence of God, who gave no Iſſue to the 
two Marys, my Mother, (g) and Mary of Eng- 
lande, Heires of his Crowne, and matryed to 
France and Spayne two mightye K ingdomes. 
© Thearfore, I deſyre you to ſhewe your Affec- 
© tyones to my Sonne in Lawe, by ſome Recog- 
© niſhone, that he may ſee hee is not helde as an 
* Aliene and unregarded among you, and to make 
A Declaraſhon of the Succesſhone of his Iſſue, 
© if God for our Synnes would take away my 
Iſſue Male. * | h 
To the third Pointe, which is Bona Fortune, 
© as the Safety or Bonum Cerperis is the Eſe, ſo is 
this the Bene-Eſe and moſte neceſſarye ro it. 
The extraordinary Charge I was at in this 
© Mariage, ſuche as I beleeve was nevere greatere, 
© which I did 'performe in the Eyes of you all, for 
my Honor and yours is not unknowne, howe by 
© the Deathe of my Sonne, the Mariage being put 
© of, I was conſtrayned to defraye my Sonne in 
* Lawe and his Trayne fix Monthes. _ 
5 | £ bas 


7 Allyding to his Mother's having no Iſſue by her firſt Huſ- 
Francis II. King of France, 
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© The greate Expenſe bothe by Sea and Lande An. 1 4 


© for tranſportyng hir into a farre Contraye, an- 
« ſwerable to my Honore and Hirs, and this 
© Kingdomes, cannot be forgotten by you, Yet 
© if any objecte the Aydes, I referre it to youre 
© Conſyderaſhons and Judgment, howe ly dle it is, 
© meſured by the Tymes whearin it was firſte 
granted and by this; every one of you feileth it 
© in your Fees of Courte that are my Servants, 
and in anntyente Rente this Change of Tymes. 
© Therefore, finſe Reipublice Cauſa, I have under- 
* gone this Diſburſement, it is the Commone- 
Welthes Intereſte to repaire it. 

© Beſydes many greate Occaſyones of Expenſe, 
© by Entertainemente of forraine Princes and Am- 
* baſſadors, the greate and large Chriſimaſſes I 
have kept at my Cemyng to the Crowne, the 
* Feare of Ireland, and the Conſyderaſhone of that 
* Newes bothe of Peace and Ware are many; I 
* doubte not but your Affectyones will holde ſome 
* Proporſyone with my Wante. 

* But I muſte be playne with you, I will deale 
no moare with you like a Marchante, by waye 
* of Exchange, for every Bargaine chete the 
Lone. I will expect loving Contribuſhone for 
© loving Retribuſhone, which is, Saum cuigus tri- 
* buere, the Sume of all Juſtyce; and to take*care 
© bothe for your Eaſe and Preſervaſone. 

* To come to accompte with you how and 
* what, it is too baſe for my Qualletye; I will 
* only proove what you will doe in your Love, 
and what the People can ſpare with their Eaſe ; 
and notwithſtanding my many Straights, I have 
© choſene to relye on your good Aﬀectyones ra- 
ther than to ſtreche my Prerogatyves. 
© But firſt, I muſte cleare tome Rumores and 
Aſperſyones caſte abroade by ill Aﬀectyones, 
that heare are ſome private Undertakers uppon 
whome I dide relye, who with their Credite or 
Induſterye, wolde doe greate Matters: Firſt, 
As I proteſte it is in itſelte falſe, ſo is it unwor- 
thie of me, becauſe I had rather have any thing 

g 83 with 


R «„ „ a „ 
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u. 12 lame 1. With generall Love, moare reſpectyng the Source 
N 1 and Affectyon from whence it is derived, then 
| any Proffyte by them. This I hope you will 
© credite; filence all the diſſonante and jarringe 
© Stribges of the Kingdom, which ſhall bringe 

you home your Prinſes Grace and Favore.“ 


After the King had ended his Speech, the Lord 
Chancellor made a ſhort one, according to the 
Order of the Houſe ; the Purport of which was, 
to ſignify his Majeſty's Pleafure to the Commons, 
that they ſhovld retire to their accuſtomed Place, 
and there, out of their own Body, chooſe one, fit 
and able, to be their Speaker, and preſent him to 
the King on Thurſday the 7th of April, Accord- 
ingly, on that Day, the Commons preſented Sir 
Sir Randolph Randolph Crewe, Kt. as their Speaker; who was 
Crewe Speaker. introduced to the King by Sir Ralph Winword, Kt. 
principal Secretary io his Majeſty, and Sir Ju- 
lius Cæſar, Kt. Chancellor of the Exchequer ; 

and, with the uſual Ceremonies, was allowed. 
The firſt Thing the Commons did, after this, 
was to make an Order that every Member of their 
Body ſhould take the Sacrament at St. Margaret's 
Church, Wiftminſter. This was done, ſays an 
Author, to fee whether a Diſcovery might be 
mad of thoſe inclined to the Pop/ Religion, but 

not one reſuſed it. (g) 2 

3 April the 8th, a Bill was brought into the 
Frederic, Count Houſe of Lords, entituled, * An Act concern- 
Palatine, &c. ing the High and Mighty Prince Frederic, Count 
| Palatine of the Rhine, &c. and the High and 
Mighty Princeſs Elzabeth, his Wife, Daughter to 
the King's Majeſty, and their Iſſue.” The ſame 
Day the Lord Chancellor delivered the King's 
Pleaſure, That all the Lords, Members of that 
Houſe, ſhould To morrow, by two o'Clock in 
the Afternoon, attend his Mzjeſty at the Ban- 
gueting-Houſe of the Court, there to underſtand 


his 


nn 
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his further Pleaſure and Direction, touching cer- * 

tain Buſineſs to be treated on in this Parliament. 1 * 
Me are not told by the Fournals, what the King 

ſaid at this Meeting; nor, like the former Speech 

from the Throne, is it mention'd by any Hiſtorian, 

or even printed in this King's Works. We are, 

therefore, obliged to the before - cited great Repoſi- 

tory of Antiquities, for this Speech, alſo; which, 

by the Favour of the candid Mr. Caſey, the pre- 

ſent Librarian, is tranſcribed from a Manuſcript, 

as old as the Time, and in its own Orthography. 


Ccornpinc to my Promys, I will make : 
A you that Preſente mentioned the other Te = — 
o | 


c 

* 

c at our laſte Meeting; but, firſt, I muſte the Parliament. 
* make a Requeſte, that conſernynge which I of- 
fer, you will looke uppon the Affectyon of the 
© Givere, and not the Vallue of the Gyfte; eſpe- 
* cyally, becauſe it is ſupported between twoe ſo 
© beutefull Shuiters, Sinceritye and Love; for Sin- 
* ceritye without Love may be too coulde, and 
Love without Sinceritye Diſſimulaſon; but 
* whear thes two are conjoyned they make a per- 
ſecte Bewtye; it is the Contynuance of that 
© Mirrore, which I onſe offered and nowe preſente 
© againe, and Dimidium Facti qui bene capit ha- 
« bet. I have begune bonis Auſpiciis, to make it a 
© Parleamente of Love, that as the laſte begane 
* with Diſcorde and ended ſo, ſo this maye be- 
* gine with Concorde and Love, and contynue 
© fo. 

© I may offere; it is my Parte to be gratious, 
and yours retributynge. I maye reſeave Aſſyſt- 
ance and you Eaſe, not to me, but to the 
Thinge which is alſo the Goode of yourſelves, 
the comone Goode, that wee doe mutually owe 
in Love. And I maye ſaye with the Prophete, 
be ts to him that ſhall caflte Diſſenſyon; if 
the Kinge and Comone- Wealthe weare contra- 
ry, Deviſhone mighte enſue, but beinge one as 
they are, this holey Emulaſion of mutual Goode 


* ſhall begyne To-daye one my Parte, and one 
* yours 


An. 12. James 1. 
1614. 


ö vetrbe manye tymes uſed to mee, by manye of 
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yours hearaftere; that the World maye ſee the 
© Love of the Kinge to his Subjectes, and your, 
Love to the Kinge, and thear ſhall be no Emu- 
< lafyon- but who ſhall. offere wich moſte Af- 


© feftyon. 12 3 014 

1 God is loved for the Gyfte he beſtowethe, 
© and loves againe for Thanke, whbich is all Man 
< cane-giye, and thearfore-in Scripture goode Men 
care called the Friends of God, becauſe they are 
N. reno and I that am Kinge and in that 
© Offyſe doe repreſente God that muſte geve, 
* begine withe Offyſes and Gyftes, and expecte 
from you a Chearfullneſs in Retribuſhone, with 
< a greatfull Harte, accordynge to a comone Pro- 


© the Courte to move me to ſome Suite, that they 
<. dide; moare teſpecte the Signefycaſhone of my 
© Grace and Favore in ſuch a Marke of my Be- 
5 nevolence, than the Vallue of that which was 
< demaunded; but becauſe I wolde not make aney 
< abrupte Speche to you, I will remember you of 
< ſomewhate ſpokene the laſte Daye, to ſtyre you 
upp to goe one to the principle Buſeneſs with 
< moare Alacretye. | 

. * Firſte, As I ſaye, @ ove Principiuin, to have 
Care to the grate Encreaſe of Pꝙperey; yet I 
©. wold not have Pap:tes to vaunte of theair goode 
© Seede, ſinſe theair greateſte Conqueſtes are one 
* Weomene and ignorante Perſones; they allaylle 
< onlie the weaker, and gete to them not ſuche as 
they wold but ſuche as they cane, and it is verey 
remarkable, an ill Cauſe is moſte vigilente and 
< carefull to defend itſelf; yet, as I ſaye, not to 
proceed to towche Lyfe or Lande; for, as I no- 
© ted, Perſecuſhone was never a juſtefyed Wave 
of eſtabliſhinge Relygeon; but by the Execu- 
* ſhone of goode Lawes, in which lette my Lords 
the Judges witnes for me, if I do not twiſe a 
© Yeare give it them in Charge, that they enquire 
of that Encreaſe in thair Circuites ; and alſo 
* twiſe every Yeare require an Accompte of it; 
* and for ſome Remedy thearin, I defire you the, 


þ 


Lords. of the Upper Houle, to conſulte with 
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the Judges; and you of the Comones with your 
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as I maye, yet thear muſte be a greate Care had 


owne Lawiers. g 

To that J ſpeake of the Oathe of Allegeance, 
I intended it not in the Lawe, for thear is no- 
thing in the Subſtance of it but every good Sub- 
jecte maye receave it; but in the Waye howe to 
admyneſter it, bycauſe Men maye keepe Home 


in thear owne Houſes, thear is no Proviſhone 


howe Men maye be cauled to it; it is true, that 
it is a grate Happyneſs that Men may ly ve in 
Quiete under the Lawe, every Man under his 
owne Olyve and his owne Vine, but this Sweet- 
nes oughte not to extend to thoſe, that make 
that a Protectyon to lyve againſte Lawe. 
For that which concerned my Sonne in Lawe, 
I ſhall not need to ſaye much, I doubte not to 
fynde you redy; and the Bylle, I thanke my 
Lords, hathe bine alredy rede and welle receay- 
ed of them. | 

For the third Parte, which concerned the 
Reliefe of my Eſtate, I pray you underſtand me 
arighte, for righte Underſtanding is the Effect of 
true Elloquence; I ſpeake to you the Knights 


and Burgeſes repreſenting the Comones, bycauſe 


yours is the greateſt Parte and you ſuffer moſte, 
that you will conſydere the Charge I was at in 
the Maryage-Pointe. 

The State of /relande, which I pretend not 
without juſte Cauſe, yet without Feare ; for 
thoughe they cane nevere be reduced to ſo per- 
fecte Obedyence without Eſtabliſhmente of Re- 
lygeon, yet in the laſte Tryalle of thair Parlea- 
mente, I have found many goode Subjectes 
theare. 

Vet conſyder that the Memberes moſt remov- 
ed from the Harte have moſte Neede of Suc- 
core; they lye moſte obnoxious to Harme, and 
as a Praye to all Enemyes of the Bodye; and 


thoughe none of myne Anceſtores could nevere 


be cauled fo abſolutly a Kinge of that Contraye 
* of 


An, 12. James I. 
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* 1. of thoſe remoteſte Partes of the Dominion which 
=_ © have alwayes byne Emunctoryes of Englande, 
© and whearin moare hathe byne ſpent in one 
© Yeare then wold, by Frugallety, be faved heare 
in manye. | 
* I do not, ae I ſayde, offere you lyke a Mar- 
chante or Charlataine, but to lette you ſee what 
I owe, you in Juſtys, Suum cuigue tribuere; yet 
what I geve, Free-Grace will require that you 
accepte with Chearfulnes. 4 
I demaund not this nor that, but only the 
Ground of your Love, and the Meaſure of it 
by the Meaſure of your Benevolence; but what 
ſhall be the Ende of this, the Kinge will growe 
in Love with Parleamentes, and ſo be ever draw- 
inge and wearinge of his Subjectes. I anſwer, 
my Comforte ſhall be onely to meete you to 
conſulte of the comone Weallfares, and howe I 
may eaſe you, and to receave your Greevances, 
for I hope to fynde a Waye, by improoveinge 
my Revenewe juſtely ; beleeve me, f ſhall be 
aſhamede to demaund any moare in this Kynde, 
or to be ever importunate; yea, as I ſaye, of any 
private Men; but this as I yowe ifs farre from 
my Harte to accepte, ſo hathe it nevere byne 
offered ; it is true that every honeſte and goode 
Subjecte oughte to offere his Camelles and Ser- 
vice unto me, and ſo, perhaps, I have herde the 
Oppynyones of many, but nevere in ſo unwor- 
thie a Propoſytyon. 
© The Rumore perhaps hathe growne from the 
ambyſyous Contenſyon of ſome Men, in the 
Electyone of ſome Knyghte of the Sheeres, 
which I nevere herde of before 24 Howres; 
what I wholye diſavowe, that I nevere direfte- 
iy or indireCtely dide prompte or hinder anye 
Man in the free Electyone, and wheare anye 
© .Faulte have come by me I wolde have the Rezine 
* ſyned for it; nor dide I ever put any Confydence 
in a partee Parleamente, and of this I appeale 
to all the Sherryfes and Lordes, let them accuſe 
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Another Brainche I muſt add to the former 
Three, which indeede concernethe bothe Saftye 
and Proffyte, and concourethe to them bothe 3, 
© that wee maye meete this Parleamente to re- 
* moove and take awaye all Oppynyone of Dri- 
© nes betweene me and my Subjectes, which our 
lengthenynge out the laſte hathe rieſted in the 
* Harte of manye bothe at home and abroade; of 
* which thoughe ſome of the Lowere Houſe weare 
© in parte guilty, yet I muſte confeſe theare was 
* Miſunderſtandinge on bothe Sydes, and perhaps, 
Meſages broughte betweene us by ſome (whom 
© God forgyve) rather to countynence and en- 
« creaſe then to reconſylle and cleare the Errore ; 
© but, Sublata Cauſe tollitur Efectus, this beinge 
* removed and our Underſtandyngs rectefyede, I 
hope, this ſhall be cauled a Parleamente of Love. 
I will begyne my Parleamente contrary to the 
£ Ordere of all other, who gave, lyke a Retribu- 
* ſhyone, theire Graces in the End; but, I will 
* begine this with Offeres to you, which I ſpeake 
© not to intyſe you or intrape you, but ſeveralley 
to ſhewe my E and Intenſyone to unburthen 
you of many Greefes; but I refarre the Party- 
culeres to be dely vered in Writyng at our nexte 
« Meetynge. | 
To conclude with ſome generall Notes to ad- 
* vance the Buſenes for which wee are mette; I 
© commend to your Conſyderaſons, the Tyme of 
© the Yeare farre ſpente, the Waighte and Impor- 
* tance of the Affaires compared with it, will 
* tyre you upp to proceede rowndley, and not to 
© looſe Tyme in Cerremonyes and Trifles. 
* Secondly, To remembere that what Greevan- 
© ces come into Queſtyone, that you will uſe a 
* Meane; I confeſs it is more fyte you ſhould 
+ preſente them unto me, every Man for his Con- 
* traye or Toune wheare he is burthened, provi- 
* ded they be fyte Greevances but to heape them 
© together in one Scroule, lyke an Armie, will but 
* caſte Aſperſyone uppon me and my Governe- 


* mente, 
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mente, and will ſavore moare of Diſcontente 
then Deſyre of Reformaſhon. 
And do not beleeve Iam ſo tendete of my Pre- 
rogaty ve as ſome have rumored me; I deſyre to 
keepe alſo that Meane, as I wolde not looſe any 
the Honores and Floweres of my Crowne, 
which I have receaved with it, but rather looſe 
my Life, ſo I wold no waye ſtreiche them, no, I 
will wade no forther thearin then the beſte of 
my Predeceſlores have done. 
© And wheare any Controverſyes ariſe, my 
Lordes the Judges choſene betwixte me and 
my People, ſhall diſcide and rulle me. 
© As touching Proclamaſhones which in the laſte 
Parleamente was excepted at ; as he is a trayte- 
rous Subjecte that will ſaye a Kinge maye not 
proclayme and bynd by it, ſo did I nevere in- 
tende Proclamaſhones to have Force of Lawe, 
but to prevent Miſgreefe arriſyng, whearin the 
Lawe hathe no Proviſhon, untyll a Parleamente 
cane provide ; and this I ſpeake- becauſe of my 
laſte long Proclamaſhone conſernynge Duelles, 
which I proteſte, I dide oute of Conſyence to 
meete with that giddy Opynyone of Reputaſhon, 
ſeeinge they have found a Shiffle to avoyde the 
Proviſhon of Lawe by Things beyonde Seas, 
by the Example of the late Kinge of Fraunſe; 
hopynge it ſhall take bettere Effecte then thear it 
hathe done, by reaſon of this Things Notorie- 
23 which, howe barbarous it is, that every 
ellowe that hathe byne but over in the Lowe- 
Contreyes, thoughe he retwrn in Raggs, ſhall 
come a Judge of Honore; to meete, I ſaye, 
with this Inconvenyence, untyll a Parleamente 
could take Order thearin, which nowe I com- 
mende to your Grace and Conſyderaſhon. 
© Laſtely, The Forme I meane to hould in our 
Proceedinges, to avoyde the longe Conferences. 
betweene the Upper and the Lower Houſe, 
which breede but Delaye, for ſometymes the 


Lower Houſe broughte nothinge but Tonges, 
* ſometymes nothinge but Years; I meane to 
. 


pro- 


© propound to the Lordes Matteres propere to An. 12. James J. 
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* them by Bylles, and the lyke to you, and to 
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ſpeake to you myſelf and receave your Anſwers; 
this to ptevente unneſeſſary Meetynges, and to 
haſlene our Buſenes, that wee maye profrede 
to the moſte} uͤrgente Pointe. And I do pro- 
poſe to conty newe this Parleamente 10 another 
Seſshones at Michelmas, when maye be ſupplyed 
any ſuche DefeCte as this ſhorte Tyme will 
not geve Leave, perhaps, to be amended. 
For I will meete you oftene in this Kynd to 
ſhewe myſelf contrarye to all Tyrantes, who 
love not Adviſynge with their Subjectes, but 
hate Parleamentes; but moſte I deſyre to meete 
with you when I mighte aſke you nothinge, but 
that we mighte conferre together freelye, and I 
maye heare oute of everye Cornore of my King- 
dome the Complaynte of my Subjectes, and I 
will delyvere'you my Adviſe and Aſyſtance, and 
wee wil conſulte onlye de Reipublica; fo ſhall 


the World ſee I love to joyne with my Sub- 


jectes, and this will breede Love as Acquain- 
tance doth amongſte honeſte Men, and the con- 
trary amongſte Knaves. 

© That as the laſte Parleamente begane with 
Trouble and Contenſhone and ended ſo, ſo this 
maye begine with Alacretye and Love, and con- 
clude ſo lykewiſe ; whear Saftie ſhall be abroade 
and Love at home, and all Aſperſnones and Ru- 
mores of Diſcontente betweene me and my Peo- 


ple ſhall be takene awaye, and wee maye ſynge 


togethere, Ecce, quam bonum et jucundum ; and 


hen you ſhall retwrne to your Contraye, you 


ſhall have Prayſes, and be approoved in the 
Choyſe made of you, that you have behaved 
yourſelves diſcreetelye, that you have geven 
Contente to your King, and accorded. —- But 
I ſhall be aſhamede to be weariſome to you. 
Howe to proſeede in this mutual Love, to 
meete in à ſounde Oppynyone with the Kinge 
as he doth with you is a Parte of your * 
. * For 
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An. 18. James J. For Undertakers, I proteſte, I nevere was ſo 

161 % bace to calle or relye uppon anye but your gene- 

© rall Love, and if anye had byne ſo fooliche to 

© offere it, yet had it byne greatere Folley in me 

© to have accepted it; and for Electyones and 

© patchinge a Parleamente, I knowe none of 

© them, nor interceded, and who will doubte of 

* this gives me the Lye. I did proſeede with a 

© Deſyre to truſte my SubjeCtes, and to this my 

© Ceunſelle and other Gentlemen have encoura- 

© ged me, that as I intended gratyouſly to them, 

© they wolde deale lovingley with me, and this 

© was all the Undertakinge. 1 

To remembere the Shortenes of Tyme, to 

© avoyde all Cureoſetye, and to proſeede with Ce- 

© leretye to the moſte waighty Affayres; and if 

anye ſholde begine with newe Matteres, newe 

© Queſtyones, Rejice anniles Fabulas, rejice Genea- 

* [ogias; If anye bringe Diſcorde amonge you, ac- 

© compte him an'Enemy that doth not only not 

© maintayne this Summum Bonum, this Harmony, 

© but ſeekes, by diſenſyoues Queſtyones, to ſeverr 

the AﬀeRyones of the Kinge and People; that 

© I maye riſe with Deſyre to returne and meete 

you oftene, and you returne with the Prayſe 

© of diſcreete and well-tempered Men: If anye 

© Man preche anye other Doctryne, Anathema 

© ſit, and eſteem his Elloquence as a guildene Se- 

© pulcliere:. This I bave ſpokene to your Hartes, 

* your Affectyones, and to your Heades, your 

5 — and if anye other Iſſue ſucceede 

< blaine yourſelves, for I have dealte with Sin- 

© ceritye. And will conclude with my. Offeres, 

* which, bycauſe they proceede of Grace, 1 
© haye put them into Bylless . | 


There is not any Thing, in the Journals of this 
Seſſion, material enough to be taken Notice of, 
until May the 7th; when the Lord Chancellor 
tnoved the Houſe, That an Order, made the laſt 
Seffion of Parliament, for the better 3 
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was done accordingly. 


May 21ſt, a Meſſage was ſent from the Lower 


Houſe to the Lords, to defire a Conference with 
them, touching the Point of Impoſitions ; but, the 
Number of the Committee, Time and Place was 
left to their Lordſhip's Appointment. The Mei- 
ſengers being withdrawn, the Lords reſolved 
themſelves into a Committee of the whole Houſe, 
to confider what Anſwer was proper to be return- 
ed to the ſaid Meſſage. 


287 
of the Peers, might be read and confirmed; which 4 ,, ret. 


1614. 


The next Day this Matter was reſumed; it ap- pete in the 


pearing to be a Buſineſs of great Importance, and Lords, as to a 
vexata Queſtio; the Lord Chancellor ſhewed —— with 
mmons 


Impoſi- 
r own Honours, tins. — 


the Houſe + What Diſadvantage it would be to 
the King's Cauſe, as well as to thei 

if altogether unprovided, they ſhould meet with 
the Lower Houſe. In which Regard, his Lord- 
ſhip moved That the Lord Chief Juſtice, and 
Chief Baron, with one Judge of each of the ſaid 
Courts, there named, who had been required and 
were then preſent to aſſiſt that Court, might now 
be heard to deliver their Opinions, for the better 
Information and enabling of their Lordſhips to 
treat with the Commons on the Point of In- 
poſitions 3 and that no Anſwer ſhould be ſent down 
to the other Houſe *till this was concluded.” 

This Motion occafion'd a warm Debate amongſt 
the Lords, ſome approving and others diſliking the 
Motion ; and the Difference not likely to be ſet- 
tled by Arguments on either Side; it was at laſt 
agreed that the Lord Chancellor ſhould put the 
Queſtion : 

Whether the Judges ſhould deliver their O- 
pinions, touching the Point of Inpoſitiont, before 
a farther Conſideration be had of an Anſwer to be 
returned to the Lower Houſe, concerning the 
Meſſage from them lately received? | 

This Queſtion was carried in the Affirmative ; 
and the Judges defiring to withdraw a little into 
a private Room to adviſe by themſelves, they 
ſoon after returned; and ſtanding uncovered in 

7 their 
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An. 12. James I. their proper Places, the Lord Chief Juſtice, in a 
1614. grave and eloquent Speech, Humbly defired to 
| be excuſed, for that T ime, giving his Opinion in 
the Caſe, for many weighty and important Rea- 
ſons which he mentioned. Concluding, that he 
The Judges de- and his Brethren were to ſpeak upon Particulars in 
cline giving their Judicial Courts, between the King's Majeſty and 
Opinions there- his Subjects, and likewiſe between Subjects them- 
255 ſelves; but, in no Cauſe, to be Diſputants on any 
Side. "4 

Then the Lord Chancellor moved the Houſe; 
That foraſmuch as no Opinion or Direction was 
to be had from the Judges, they would now ad- 
viſe what Anſwer was to be ſent to the Lower 
... - Houſe, who expected to hear from them. But 
Time not now ſerving, the farther Conſideration 
thereof was referred to the next Morning; and 

the Judges were ordered to attend again. 

The next Day, May 24th, the Lord Chan- 
cellor renewed his Motion of what Anſwer, Ec. 
on which aroſe another ſtrong Debate in the 
Houſe, many of the Lords approving and others 
diſapproving of any Meeting at all with the Com- 
mons on this Point: Since they all, in general, 
agteed, That the Lower Houſe was not bound by 
any Order or Courſe taken by their Committee, 
but free and at Liberty to alter the ſame, or vary 
ſrom it, as their Judgments led them. But, to 
put an End to this Debate, it was agreed that an- 
other Queſtion ſhould be propoſed by the Lord 
Chancellor to this Effect: Wee, | | 

Whether this Houſe ſhall meet with the 
Lower Houſe, and give them a Hearing touching 
the Point of Impoſitions? And tlie greater Num- 
der of the Lords anſwering Not content, it paſſed 
in the Negative. | | 

But ſtill ſome Meſſage muſt be ſent to the Com · 
mons; and that Day being far ſpent, the Matter 
was again put off ro the next Meeting.” Accor- 
dingly May the 26th, the following Meſſage from 
the Lords was agreed upon to be ſent to the 
Lower Houſe : * T7 on 

; Nm” © Whereas 
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„ Whereas the Knights, Citizens, and Bur- An. 12. James I. 


geſſes of the Commons Houſe of Parliament, did 
deſire of the Lords a Conference concerning In- 
poſitions 3; to which their Lordſhips anſwered, 


hat they would take it into Confideration, and 


ſend them an Anſwer by Meſſengers of their own ; 
their Lordſhips do now return this Anſwer unto 
them, That they are, and always will be willing 
and ready to hold a loving and mutual Correſpon- 
dence with them : But their Lordſhips having 


1614. 


And the Lords 
refuſe a Confe- 


entered into a grave and ſerious Conſideration, as rence; 


well of the Matter itſelf, as of divers incident and 
neceſſary Circumſtances, do not think it conve- 
nient to enter into any Conference with them con- 
cerning the Point of Impoſitions, at this Time.” 

The ſame Day two Bills were brought in, and 
read a firſt Time in the Houſe of Lords, one of them 
intituled, * An Act againſt Vexation of his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects by the Aſſigning of Debts to the 
Crown.” The other, An Act for Repeal of a 
Branch of a Statute, made at Meſiminſter, An. 34. 
Hen. 8. entituled An Act for certain Ordinances 
in the King's Majeſty's Dominions and Princi- 
pality of Malis.“ Upon reading of both theſe 
Bills, the Lord Chancellor obſerved to the Houſe, 
That theſe were Bills of Grace, offered by the 
King to his Subjects for their Eaſe and Benefit.” 

But theſe Conceſhons of the King's had no Ef- 
{e& on the Houſe of Commons; they were ſo much 
irritated againſt the Lords for not yielding to a 
Conference: And, on May the 28th, a Meſſage 
was ſent up to the I Houſe, by Sir Edward 
Hobby and others, in theſe Words: 

That at ſuch Time as the Knights, Citizens 
and. Burgeſſes of the Commons Houſe of Parlia 
ment,  fent up to the Lords a Meſſage, praying a 
Conference with their Lordſhips about Impoſtions - 
They hoped that, neither out of the Words nor 
Matter of the Meſſage, it had been poſſible to have 
framed any finifter or unworthy Conſtruction. 
That notwithſtanding, by publick and conſtant 
Fame, they had heard, to their Heart's Grief, 

Vol. V. of that 


Which the Conte 
” mons reſent. 
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An, 12. James I. that one in in this Place and within theſe Walls, 
1614 namely, the Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, in order to 


A Complaint 


diſſuade the Lords from a Conference fo deſired, 
as aforeſaid, did uſe Words to the Effect follow- 


againft theBiſhop ing, or the ſame Words, viz. That the Marter, 


of Lincoln on 
that Account; 


whereof Conference was by that Houſe deſired, is a 
Noli me tangere; in Conferring, alfa, that the ta- 
king the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy is an 
Impediment ; fo, as whoſo had taken the aid Oaths 
might not enter, ſafely, into Conference of the ſaid 
Matter. Affirming farther, That it did ſtrite, not 
at @ Branch, but at the Root of the Prerogative of 
the Imperial Crown ; and that he doubted leaft in 


fuch a Conference, as was defired, there would, 


from ſome of the Committees of that Houſe, proceed 
ſame undutiful and ſeditious Speeches, _ their 
Lardſhips to hear; tending to. a dangerous Rent and 


Diftrattion of bath Houſes, and to make an Aliena- 
tion between the King and his Sutjefts. That of 
ſuchScandal their Houſe is ſo ſenſible, that they have 
ſent theſe Meſſengers to ſignify their Grief, and 
that they held the Lords ſo. honourable, that they 
cannot but alſo take Natice thereof. Wherefore, 
that Houſe did deſire that their Lordſhips will 
join with them in ſome Courſe to give them Satiſ- 
faction for ſo great a Wrong done to the Com- 
mons; which they have taken ſo to Heart, that 
they have determined to forbear all Parliament 
Matter, until they may receive Anſwer from the 
Lords; wherein they doubt not but their Lord- 
ſhips will deal nobly with them, and they defire it 
may be ſpeedily.” 

Sir Edward Hobby being afked by the Lord Chan- 
cellor, Whether he had in Writing the Meflage ſo 
delivered, as aforeſaid? Anſwered, He had not. 

The Lords then returned Anſwer, © That they 
had taken Notice. of the Meſlage, and will take 
the fame into further Confideration, as the Weight 
thereof requireth: Wherein they will have Re- 
ſpect both to their Honours and the Honour of the 
other Houſe; and will ſend them further * 
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After this, a ſhort Memorandum is enter'd on an, 12. Jaines I. 
the Fournals, intimating, That before the An- 2614 
ſwer, above ſpecified, was agreed on, the Ser- 
jeant of the Lower Houſe came to the Gentleman 
Uſher of the Lords, to learn, Whether their 
Lordſhips would ſend Anſwer to the Meſſage on 
that Day, or not? To which the Gemleman- 
Uſher, with the Privity of the Lords, anſwered, as 
from himſelf, That he knew not ; which ſhews the 
extream Jealouſy then between the two Houſes, 

The Name of this Biſhop of Lincoln, com- 
plained againſt by the Commons, was Richard 
Neile ; who, was afterwards tranſlated to Durham, . 
thence to Wincheſter, and laſtly, made Archbiſhop 
of York. This Man had been firſt Biſhop of Ro- 
chefter, then Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry, be- 
fore he came to Lincols; ſo that all theſe dif- 
ferent Tranſlations ſhewed him Courtier enough 
to merit them. He continued a Favourite, with this 
King and his Succeſſor, to his Death, which happen» 
ed at Vort, in the Year 1640; a lucky Time for a 
Prelate of his Principles to leave this Kingdom (7). 

May 3oth, the Lord Chancellor moved the 
Houſe to conſider and reſolve of an Anſwer to be 
tent to the Meſſage or Complaint, which they 
lately received from the other Houſe, touching the 
Biſhop of Lincoln. And, by Order, the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury produced a Copy of one, 
ready drawn, for that Purpoſe, which being read, 
was to this Effect: 

That the Lords, having received from the 
Commons a Complaint againſt the Biſhop of Lin- 
coln, have ſeriouſly entered into Conſideration of 
it, and do now return this Anſwer, That their 


KY Lord- 
(i) In the Life of Dr. Andrews, Biſhop of Winchefter, we are 
told, © That he and Biſhop Neil being at Dinner with the King, 


His Majeſty aſk d him, If be bad not a Right to take bis Subjects 
Money wit bent Conſent 15 Parliament Andrews anſwer' d, His 
Studies bad been confin'd to „ Divinity, But Neile, being 
aſk'd the ſame Qyeſtion, ſaid, God forbid bar you ſhould, you are 
the Breath 4 our Noftrils, Upon this the King repeated the Que- 
ſtion (to ewws : To which he made this ingenious ly, Tour 
Majeſty has an undoubted Right to my Brother Neile's Menqy.“ 


; 
8 
N 
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An. 12. . Lordſhips would take very tenderly that any un- 


1614. 


worthy Aſperſion ſhould be laid on that Body, 
which they ſo much reſpect; and with whom 
they deſire to hold all good Correſpondence and 
Agreement.“ 

But, foraſmuch as the Complaint ſeemeth to 
be grounded, not upon direct or certain Proof, 
but only upon'common public Fame ; their Lord- 
ſhips do not think that common Fame, only, is a 
ſufficient Ground, whereon they may proceed as 
in this Cauſe is required.” 

© Nevertheleſs, their Lordſhips are ſo reſpective 
of any. Thing that may concern that Houſe, that 
when they ſhall be more certainly inform'd, in direct 
and expreſs Terms, what the Words were wherein 
the Lord Biſhop of Lincoln is to be charged; and 
huw the ſame are to be prov'd, they will proceed 
therein, ſo effectually, according to Honour and 
Juſtice, as it ſnall thereby well appear how care- 
ful they are to give to that. Houſe all good Satis- 
faction in this Buſineſs that may be, and to omit 
nothing that can be juſtly or n done in that 
Behalf.“ 

This Anſwer was approved on by the whole 
Houſe, and ſent in Writing to the Commons, by 
Meſſengers of their own ; with this Inſtruction, 
That if they, of the Lower Houſe, ſhould re- 
quire to have the Paper, then'the Meſſengers were 
authorized to deliver the lame, which they did 
accordingly. 

The next Day came another Meſſage from the 
Commons, brought by Sir Roger Owen and others; 
Who, having firſt repeated the Subſtance of their 
Lordſhips Anſwer of TVeſterday, acquainted this 
Houſe : 

© That tho” the Commons did not take com- 
mon and public Fame to be a ſufficient Ground or 
Proof, by a legal and otdinary Courſe of Juſtice, 
in proceeding againſt any Man; yet they held it 
enough to induce the Lords of that Houſe to take 
the Matter into Confideration. And, albeit they 


did not ſet down the Words, in particular ; yet, 
Was 
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was the Matter, as they conceive, ſufficiently laid an, 12. James l. 


down, when in Effect they ſaid, That the Lord 
Biſhop of Lincoln, in this Houſe, to diſſuade the 
Lords from a Conference with them touching Im- 
poſitions, termed the Prerogative, Cc. a Noli me 
tangere; inſinuating that the taking of the Oath of 
Supremacy and Allegiance did teſtrain a Man from 
treating of that Buſineſs: Alſo, he doubted but 
in the Conference would be uſed, or ſpoken, ſome 
undutiful and ſeditious Words, not fit for their 
Lordſhips to hear, or Words to the like or worſe 
Effect. That now the Commons do deſire the 
Lords, if theſe Words were not ſpoken, ſo to ſig- 
nify it to the Houſe; otherwiſe, if they were uſed, 
then they hope their Lordſhips will do as they 
have promiſed. Laſtly, from the Commons, he 
faid, further, That they knew not what other 
Courſe they could have taken to bring this Matter 
to Examination, or otherwiſe have any undutiful 
Speech, which may be moved in either Houſe, 
called in Queſtion.” 

After Sir Roger Owen had delivered his Meſſage, 
the Lord Chancellor aſked him, If he had it in 
Writing? To which he anſwered in the Negative. 
The Lord Chancellor then acquainted him, That 
the Houſe would take his Meſſage into Conſidera- 
tion, and ſend Anſwer, if they could, before they 
riſe ; otherwiſe, will let them know as much. 

Accordingly, the ſame Day, the Lords ſent to 
acquaint the other Houſe, * That they had con- 
ſidered of their laſt Meſlage, and, in debating there- 
upon, the Lord Biſhop of Lincoln had humbly in- 
treated that he might be heard to explain himſelf ; 
which being granted unto him, he had made a 
ſolemn Proteſtation, on his Salvation, that he did 
not ſpeak any Thing with any evil Intention to the 
Houſe of Commons, which he doth with all 
hearty Duty and Reſpect highly efteem. Exprel- 
ſing, with many Tears, his Sorrow that his Words 
were ſo miſconceived and ſtrained further than he 
ever intended them ; and that his Speech ſhould 
occaſion fo much Trouble to their Lordſhips or 

TI chat 


1614. 
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Ad, lu. James L that the Lower Houſe ſhould take Offence at it. 
1614. Which ſubmifhve and ingenuous Behaviour of his, 
had given this Satisfaction to their Lordſhips, 
That, howſoever the Words might ſound, his In- 
tention was not as it hath been taken. And their 
Lordſhips do aſſure the Commons, That if they 
— conceived the ſaid Biſhop's Woods, to — 
Which occaſions Deen ſpoken or meant to have caſt any Aſperſion 
2 Miſunderſtand- Of Sedition, or Undutifulneſs unto their Houſe, 
ang between the (as it ſeems Report has carried it to them) their 
— Lordſhips would forthwith have proceeded to the 
cenſuring and puniſhing thereof with all Severity. 
Nevertheleſs, tho' their Lordſhips have thought 
fit to ſignify their Carefulneſs at this Time to give 
them Contentment, for the better expediting his 
Majeſty's great Buſineſs, and to retain all good 
Correſpondence with them ; yet their Lordſhips 
are of Opinion, That, hereafter, no Member of 
their Houſe ought to be called in Queſtion, when 
there.is no other Ground for it, but public and 

common Fame.“ 

The Meſſengers then proceeded to tell the Com · 
mons another Part of their Meſſage, which was, 
That the Lords did deſire a Conference with them 
by Committees of either Houſe, about a Bill for 
puniſhing Abuſes committed on the Sabbath Day, 
called Sunday; which was accepted on. This Bill 
had been depending ſome Time in the Houſe of 
Lords ; but, as it was prevented from being made 
a Law by the ſudden Diſlolution of this Parliament, 
we can give no farther Account of it. And, at 
the Conference, the Committee of the Commons, 
declaring, That they had no Authority, or War- 
rant, to treat, or confer, but, only, to hear what 
ſhould be faid by the others, and report the ſame 
to their Houſe ; the Lords broke up the Confe- 
rence, and delivered back the Bill to their own 
Houſe. 

Before we go on with the further Proceedings 
of this Seſſion amongſt the Lords, it will be neceſ- 
ſary to look back into the Journals of the Com- 
mons, for an Enlargement and Confirmation * 

tne 
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the foregoing Particulars; as well as a Recital of An. 13. James 1, 


ſome Matters not mentioned in the other Au- 
thorities. 

Three Days after the Meeting, April 8th, when 
the Commons were adjuſting their Privileges, and 
rectifying Elections; a remarkable Caſe ſtarted in 
this laſt Affair, propoſed by one, Whether the 
Attorney-General might be elected, in reſpect 
there was no Precedent that ſuch an Officer of the 
Crown could be choſen a Member of that Houſe? 
Sir Henry Hobart's Caſe being different, he being 
a Member of this Houſe when he was made At- 
torney- General.” In the Debates on this Queſtion, 
Sir Roger Owen argued, * That no Attorney was 
ever Choſen; nor, antiently any Privy-Counſellor; 
nor any that took Livery of th 
ted ſome Precedents for this; as the 7th of Rich- 
ard II. a Knight Banneret was put out of the 
Houſe; and by printed Authority, he inſtanced 
Sir Thomas Moore's Treatiſe after he had been Chan- 
cellor and Speaker. That the Eye of a Courtier 
can endure no Colours but one; the King's Live- 
ry hindering their Sight. Compared them to a 
Cloud gilded by the Rays of the Sun ; and to Braſs 
Coin which the King's Stamp makes current.” 
Sir Zohn Savile moved, That thoſe Privy-Coun- 
ſellors who had got Seats might ſtay for that 
Time; but to put the Queſtion, Whether Mr. At- 


torney ſhould ſerve in that Houſe? Much more 


Debate enſued on this, till, at laſt, it was agreed 
to be referred to a Committee to ſearch Prece- 
dents, &c. Upon the whole, it was reſolved on 
the Queſtion, That he ſhall for this Parliament, 
remain in the Houſe ; but never any Attorney-Ge- 
neral to ſerve for the future. 


2614, 


e King. He quo- Caſe of the 
King's Attor- 
ney- General, 


April the 12th, a Supply was moved for by Debate on the 
Mr. Secretary Herbert; who ſaid, That if he Motion for a 


was but a private Perſon, and not bound by Duty, 
his Motion would not be entertained with ſo much 
Jealouſy, But, as a Secretary of State he urged 
it not for the private Uſe of the King, but the pub- 


lic Good of the Common- Wealth, T ” the 
ate 


Supply. 
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4. 15. JamesT- State cannot act without Redreſs of thoſe Miſeries 
"+ we are under. He took them to be ill Members, 
who, to enrich the King's Coffers, ranſack and 
ranſom the King's Subjects. The Strength of the 
King is in the Wealth and Love of his Subjects. 
And to relieve the Neceflities of the State, the 
King hath taken rectam et regiam Viam, by calling 
a Parliament. Nemo tenetur ſuam T urpitudinem re- 
velare ; the King's Debts ſhould be made known 
by thoſe who are beſt acquainted with them. His 
Navy, the Walls of our Country, never in better 
Equipage; yet, in ſuch Neceſſity, as muſt have 
been long ſince diſſolved, if ſpecial Care had not 
been taken to prevent it. That the cautionary 
Towns, for Want of Pay, were like to mutiny. 
Ireland was not ſo much a Thorn in our Foot, 
but a Thorn in our Side. If a Revolt ſhould hap- 
r there, what Sbame and Diſgrace would be to 
eave it, or what Trouble and Danger to recover 
it? The laſt diſorderly Parliament there hath awa- 
kened Tyrone; who is now treating with the Pope 
to come next Summer, and that all the ill- affected 
there wait the Iſſue of this Parliament. - — His 
Majeſty's Charge in Germany, for ſettling the right 
Inheritors there. The State of France. The 
Cuſtom of Spain to fiſh in troubled Water. If, 
by the double Marriage, the King take Part, he 
he muſt needs become a Party, tho' with the 
Charge of a Royal Army. The Superfluities of 
one Year, of every Man at his Table, Appa- 
rel, &c. will diſcharge the King's Debts and pro- 
tet us and all our Privileges. That we now are 
expoſed, by our Poverty, in all other Parts to 
Contempt and Scorn. That his Majeſty's Grace. 
as it is offered to us, may be termed another AJag- + 
na Charta. The Marriage of his Daughter was 
another Cauſe of this Debt. That the Pope never 
had ſo great a Blow as by that Match; which c 
caſioned the King to baniſh ſo dear a Daughters 
from ſo indulgent a Father. He concluded, That! 
a Cheerful and ſpeedy Contribution would be grate- 
ful, but with all the Conveniency poſſible ; — * 
; Wwou! 
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would be great Joy to all, when heard abroad, An. 12. James I, 


that all Differences between the King and his Sub- 
jects were ended. 

Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer ſpoke next, 
and ſaid, That not only his Duty to the King, 
but Care of his Country, for which he would lay 
down his Life, moved him to inform the Houſe of 
what he knew they would be glad to hear. That 
there was no Safety to any Counſel in this Houſe, 
whilſt the other Motion for a Supply to the King 
was deferred. That 1500 poor Mariners were 
ready to ſalute them every Morning; others, for 
Want of Money, ready to pull off his Gown. 
That theſe were not private Expences, or Houſhold 
Affairs, but for Navy and Forts. Dover Caſtle 
like to fall down; two or three in the Iſle of Fright 
were in the ſame Condition. Ireland was like to 
be hazarded for Want of Money. The Garriſons 
in Fluſhing and Brill ready to mutiny for the ſame 
Cauſe; which are Pledges for near 700,000]. If 
abruptly theſe Things be ſpoken, he was in Fear 
and Trembling for the Conſequence. And if now 
the Supply was undertaken, it would be many 
Months before Money came in.” 

* He offcred to diſcloſe the Particulars of the 
Debts to any Member, privately ; and the Aſſu- 
rance for the well-diſpofing of what was granted. 
But that it was not agreeable to the King's Pleaſure 
to diſcloſe his Debts to every one, no more than 
to dire&t them what they ſhould give. He there- 
fore moved for a Sub-Committee to be appointed 
for this Buſineſs.” | 

The Attorney-General began next with telling 
the Houſe, © That fince they had been pleaſed to 
rerain him there, he owed them the beſt Offices 
he could ; and, if they had diſmiſſed him, his beſt 
Wiſhes would have been ſtill with them. 
That all pertinent Speeches tended to one of theſe 
three Ends; either Information of the Matter 10 

ade Conſent, or to trace out the beſt Means 
to effect the Thing propoſed. Little remained to 
him in any of theſe three Kinds; fince the rae 
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An. 12. James I. had been already delivered by them to whom, pro- 
2614. perly, it belonged. But they were to conſider what 
hangs over us all, viz. Danger; what upon us, 
Want. 

* That, in Times of Peace, it was proper to 
provide for Defence, by a Supply of Treaſure, as 
well as in Time of War; which ſometimes hap- 
pens for a Flag of Glory, or a Flaſh of Revenge, 
and may be purſued or left at Pleaſure. But when 
a State is environed with envious Foreigners on 
the one Side, and Encroachments on Trade on 
the other, and Religion ſo much queſtioned, Peace 
may flatter us, but not ſecure us.-— That the 
States of Europe were never ſo dark; and, but to 
look a Year before him, would trouble the beſt 
Watchman in Europe. There ought to be Pro- 
vifion of Arms for travelling in the Night as wel! 
as going to War. And what Treaty can we 
make with Strangers for Wrongs, but baſely on 
our Parts and gloriouſly on theirs, whilſt we are 
in Want. That no private Man is more ſubject 
to Sherift's Officers, than a State in Want to Sur- 
prizes; and that Treaſure was like Ballaſt to a 
Ship, the Word, Steady.“ 

© That Perſuaſion, in this Matter, was needlefs 
and unwiſe; a wife Man ſhould make a Fire, but 
can let it alone, when it burneth well. The Fire 
of their Affections was kindled by the King's 
Speech; his Graces did ſhine and warm them, 
without the Help of a Burning-Glaſs. The King 
had made ſuch a TraR, in almoſt every Point of 
his Prerogative, that the Footſteps of King Fames 
would ever remain. The King's Prerogative was 
not like a Bow or Watch- String, but groweth 
ſtronger by Continuance; and that when his 
Means ſhall abound, in Grace he will ſuperabound. 
Dulcis Tractus pari Fugoe. The King's Buſineſs 
ana Common- Wealih's to go together. Laſtly, 
He moved for no particular Committee of Sub- 
Committee, but a Committee of the whole Houſe.” 

Theſe were the Sum of the Arguments the 


Courtiers made uſe of to enforce the Supply; but 
| many 
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many more pro and con, were the Subject of a ln. rs. Janet, 


whole Day's Debate. The Reſult of which laſt 
was, Chiefly, to urge that it was not now a Time. 
That divers Members were not yet come. The 
Houſe to be called firſt, To receive the Com- 


munion firſt, as appointed, according to the Pri- nich be; 
| | 'Gffering, &c, 2 
In ſhort, the Buſineſs was deferred till after Commons; 


mitive Church, and then to make an 


Eafter. 

April the 18th, a Bill concerning Taxes and 
Impofitions on Merchants Goods by the Crown, 
was read a ſecond Time; and, after a long De- 
bate, was committed to the whole Houſe for the 
next Day Fortnight; the Houſe being adjourned 
for that Time, on account of Eaſter Holidays. 
May 5th the Debate was again reſumed, and it 
was reſolved, upon the Queſtion, to have a Con- 
ference with the Lords concerning Impoſitions. 
The reſt of this Affair is already recited from the 
Lord's Journals. 

The Complaint againſt the Biſhop of Lincoln 
was made in the Houſe of Commons, May 25th, 
on which a long Debate aroſe; and ſeveral ſe- 
vere Speeches were thrown out againſt the whole 
Order. One ſaid, There had been continual In- 
terruptions all this Parliament. This Bone, a- 
mongſt the reſt, thrown in by a Devil, if a Biſhop 
may be a Devil. That a Speech an honourable 
Perfon made in this Houſe hath rubbed them, and 
they now winch ; ſorry ſuch as he had the King's 
Ear ſo much, &c. and moved to proceed to no 
other Bufineſs till this was righted. The next 
Day, and Day after, were entirely taken up with 
Diſputes, how to act in this Affair; nor, could a 
Letter from his Majeſty quiet them, but a Meſſage 
was reſolved to be ſent to the Lords to require Sa- 
tisfaction; which was done accordingly as is before 
related, with the reſt of the Proceedings, in the 
Journals of the Upper Houſe of Parliament. 

June the 5th, the Commons ſtill perſiſting in 
their former Reſolution, the Speaker delivered a 
Meſſage to them, which he had received mw the 
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I. King, That unleſs they forthwith proceed to treat 


om —_— his Supply, he would diſſalve the Parliament. 
his Meflage ſomewhat alarmed the Houſe; and 

Sir George Moore got up and ſpake to this Effect: 

The King the- hat this Meſſage from the King gave him 


tens to diſſolve Much Uneaſineſs, becauſe of the State of the Com- 
the Parliament, mon- Wealth. His Majeſty's Wants and the Peo- 
; ple's Grievances; in both which the Common- 
Wealth is intereſted ; and is the Ship wherein they 
all failed, and muſt live or die. That if they ne- 
glected what was now to he done, the Common- 
Wealth would receive the Prejudice. And moved, 
without farther Delay, to appoint a Committee, 
to conſider of what was fitteſt to be done con- 

cerning all theſe great Matters.” 

T his Speech was ſeconded by other Members 
who moved to oblige the King, leſt be ſhould 
lay a heavy Hand upon them ; that this was a 
Diſſolution, not of this, but of all Parliaments. 
'T hat great Care was to be had of a good Conclu- 
ſion, without any Extremity on either Part. 
Moved to preſent his Majeſty with ſome Propor- 
tion of Supply preſently. And to have a ſpecial 
Care to avoid the King's Penury, or his Di- 
grace, Cc. 

At length it was agreed upon the Queſtion, 
© That a Committee of the whole Houſe ſhould 
prepare an Anſwer to the King's Meſlage; to 
meet that Afternoon; all other Committees, ex- 
cept one on the Biſhop's Buſineſs, ſet apart, till 
this Affair was done. But, though the Houſe met 
the next Day, June the 6th, there is nothing of 
this Buſineſs in their Journals; and we muſt have 
recourſe to thoſe of the Lords, for an End of this 
unfortunate Diſpute between the three Eſtates of 
the Kingdom. | 

Things ſtanding in this perverſe Situation, as be- 
fore related, and the Commons perſiſting in their 
Reſolution that they would proceed to no Bufineſs 
till they had more SatisfaCtion given them from 
the Lords, about the Biſhop of Lincoln. On the 
6th Day of June, the Houſe of Lords being —_ 

alter 
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after a general and long Silence in the Houſe, the An. 12. James I, 
Lord Chancellor, in a very grave and worthy 2614 
Speech, as the Fournals expreis it, Gave the 
Lords great Thanks for having ſo nobly born with 
the many Motions he had, ſo unreaſonably, 
made unto them. And beg'd Leave now to move 
to them a Buſineſs, which, as he ſaid, himſelf 
ſcarce underſtood. He then put their Lordſhips 
in Mind that 'the. King, for weighty and impor- 
tant Reaſons did call a Parliament, to begin the 
th: Day of April laſt, and that now it was his 
Majeſty's Pleaſure to diflolve the ſame; and for 
that Purpoſe a Commiſſion is now put forth under 
the Great Seal, which is this Day to be executed.” 
But firſt he moved that the following Meflage 
ſhould be ſent to the Commons, which was gene- 
rally agreed to. 


© That the Lords have underſtood a Commiſ- 
fion under the Great Seal of England is ſet forth 
for diſſolving this Parliament, as this Day, which 
was begun on the 5th of April laſt. And, foraſ- 
much as they thought to have heard ſomething 
from, that Houſe this Morning, they have hitherto 
ſtay'd the publiſhing the ſaid Commiſhon. Their 
Lordſhips now expect to know whether they ſhall 
hear any Thing from them or no; otherwiſe, 
the Lords Commiſſioners muſt this Day diſſolve 
the Parliament” | 

The Commons took a little Time to conſider 
of this Meſſage, and, afterwards, returned this 
Anſwer; That, by it, they were informed of a 
Commiſſion iſſued forth to certain Lords, for diſ- 
ſolving the Parliament as this Day. And, that 
their Lordſhips have hitherto made Stay of publiſh- 
ing it, expeCting to hear ſomething from them, &c. 
ut urs. In Anſwer to which, they give their 
Lordſhips to underſtand, That this Morning they 
receiv'd a Letter, directed to their Speaker, from 
his Majeſty, whereby it was fignified, That whereas Which the Com- 
his Majeſty, by former Letters, had declared his na no — 
Determination io diſſalve the Parliament, on Thurſ—- 
day next, except, in the mean Time, their Houſe 


ſhould 
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An. 12. James I. uud proceed in his important Buſineſs, fir which 
2614. the ſame was, eſpecially, called: Yet how it was 
his Majefly's Pleafure to diſſolve the Parliament To- 
morrow, being the 7th of this Month, unleſs they 
ſhall before that Time perform what, by t 
former Letters, was required. Laſtly, that they 
have entered into Conſideration of this great Matter. 
The Lords Commiſſioners, named in the Com- 
miſſion, by Order of the Houſe, withdrew them- 
ſelves to adviſe what in this Caſe was fit by them 
to be done; and being returned into the Houſe, 
by general Conſent of all the Lords then preſent, 
Anſwer was ſent to the Lower Houſe, That their 
Lordſhips having confidered of the Anſwer, which 
that Houſe ſent to them, have reſolved to adjourn 
this Court until Two o Clock To-morrow in the 
Afternoon, which will be the 7th Inſtant; which 
was done accordingly. | 
On that Day were preſent in the Houſe of Lords, 
beſides the Lord Chancellor and the two Arch- 
biſhops, 16 other Biſhops, 17 Earls, one Viſcount 
and 33 Barons. Who, being all aſſembled in their 
Parliament Robes, after Prayers were ended, the 
Commiſſioners, taking Notice of his Majeſty's 
The Parliament Commiſſion for diſſolving the Parliament, left 
— — their proper Seats, and went up to fic on a Bench 
hy or Form, prepared for them and placed croſs the 
Houſe, between the Chair of State and the Wool- 
Sack, whereon the Lord Chancellor uſually fitteth. 
After ſome ſmall Intermiſſion, the Gentleman 
Uſher was commanded to fignify unto the Speaker 
of the Lower Houſe, That the Lords were ready, 
in their Robes, and did expect the coming up of 
him and the Commons, to whom his Majeſty's 
Pleaſure is further to be declared; according to 
the Commiſſion directed to ſeveral Lords for that 
Purpoſe. | 
The Speaker and the Commons being come up 
to the Bar of the Houſe of Lords, the Lord Chan- 
cellor declared, © That it had pleaſed his Majeſty 
to ordain this Parliament to be begun and holden- 
on the 5th Day of April laſt 3 and now, for divers 


Of ENGLAND. 303 


good and weighty Conſiderations, known to his An. 12. James l. 
Majeſty, he bad thought proper to diſſolve and 1614. 
finally determine the ſame ; and, that for the ſame 

Purpoſe, his Majeſty had been pleaſed to grant a 
Commiſſion to certain Lords. Then the Clerk of 

Parliament, going up, received the Commiſſion from 

the Chancellor on his Knees; and, afterwards, 

from his own Place, read the ſame to both the 

Houſes. The Commiſſion itſelf, being ſomewhat 

particular, deſerves a Place in theſe Enquiries. 


JAMES R. 
ACO BUS, Dei Gratia, Angliæ, Scotiæ, Sc. A emarkable 
Reuerendiſſimo in Chriſto Patri, ac fideli Conſi- Commiſſion tor 

liaris naſiro (k), Georgio, Archiepiſcopo Cantua- that Purpoſe. 
rienſi, totius Angliæ Primati at Metropolitans ; 
Thomæ Domino Elleſmere, Cancellario noſiro Ang- 
liæ; ac etiam Reverendiſſimo in Chriſto Patri, 
Tobiæ, Archie/copo Eboraci, Angliæ Primati et Me- 
trapolitano (, & c. Salutem. Cum nuper pro guibuſdam 
arduis et urgentibus Negotiis, Nos Statum et Defen- 
fionem Regni 1 00 Anglia et Eccleſiæ Anglicanæ 
concernentibus, Parliamentum noſtrum apud Civita- 
tem na ram Weſtmonaſterii, quinto- Die Aprilis 
ultimo præterito, inchoari et teneri ordinauimus; 
guad quidam Parliamentum tantummodo inchoatum 
uit, Sed pro eo quod nullus regalis A ſſenſus, aut Re- 
ſponſio, per Nos, præſtita fuir, nullum Parliamen- 
tum, nec aliqua Seſſio Parliamenti, habuit aut tenuit 
exiſtentem: Sciatis, guad certis ur gentibus Cauſis 
et Conſiderationibus Nos Specialiter moventibus, hoc 
inſlante ſeptimo Die Junii, dictum Parliamentum, 
inchoatum ut fupr adittum eſi, duximus difſolvendum. 
De Fidelitate igitur, Prudentia et Circumſpettione 
veſtris plurimum confidentes, affignavimus Vos Com- 
miſſionarzos noftros,, dantes vobis wel aliguibus tribus 
vel pluribus veſtrum, Tenors Preſentium, plenam Po- 
teflatem, Facuitatem, et Authoritatem, hoc inſtante 
ſeptims Die Juni, ad pradictum Parliamentum. in- 

ee e fr choat um 

cc Abbot, tranſlated from London, An. 1610.—-(0 Tabiar 


Mate made Archbiſhop of Terk, from Durban, Ar. 1606. 3 
Le Neves Fgfti Ecclej. Ang. * 


An. 12. James I. 
z 
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choatum ut ſupra dictum «ft, Nomine noftro dif- 
ſelvendum;.. et ideo Vobis mandamus, quod Vos, 
vel aliqui tres aut plures veſtrum, predittum Par- 
liamentum, fic ut prefertur inchoatum, hoc inſtunte 
feptima Die Junii, Virtute barum Literarum neſtra- 
rum Patentium, Nomine naſiro, plene diſſalvatis et 
determinatis, &c. Teſte. meipſo apud Weſtmona- 
ſterium, ſeptimo W a Anno 5 5 noſtri 
Anglia, Franciæ et Hiberniz 12, et Scotiæ 47. 
i ff „ d er ir £2 

Domini Commiſſionatii, hodie preſentes, Virtute 
Commiſſionis prædictæ, preditium Parliamentum, 
inchoatum ut ſupradictum eſt, diſſolverunt ; Nomine 
Regis, Domino Cancellario ita declarante. 


By the ſudden Diſſolution of this Parliament, 
all the Bills which had been brought in or paſſed in 
either Houſe, were fruſtrated and entirely diſa- 
nulled., At the End of the Lords Fournal for 
this Parliament, is a Note, or Catalogue, of ſuch. 
Bills as were deliveted into that Houſe, with their 
Titles, by which it appears that about threeſcore of 
tbem were before the Lords ; and though ſeveral 
were rejected, that there were enough leſt to em- 
ploy their Thoughts and Time for that Seſſion. 
Amonęſt the reſt, we find that a Bill for granting 
a Subſidy, hy the Temporality, is mentioned; but 
no Particulars of it; ſo this muſt fall to the Ground 
as well as the other. Since there is no farther Ac- 
count, in the Fournals,, of the Reaſons which in- 
duced the King to take this Reſolution, than what 
we have already given; we. muſt be content to 
give the Sentiments of our Hiſtorians about it. 
And firſt, Mr Hil/on, (m) after acquainting us with 
ſeveral Projects, invented by the King and his Mi- 
niſtry for raiſing a ſufficient Fund of Money with - 
out the Help of Parliament, and they failing, tells 
us, that one was reſolv'd on, «though. who dare 
venture, adds he, on ſuch . refractory. apirits. - 
© Yet there was a Generation about the Court, 
that, to pleaſe and humour Greatneſs, undegtook 
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a Parliament; as Men preſuming to have Friends An. 12. James 1. 
in every County and Burrough; who, by their 1614. 
Power amongſt the People, would make Election 

of ſuch Members, for Knights and Burgeſſes, as 

ſhould comply, wholly, with the King's Defires. 

Somerſet was the Head and Chief of theſe Under- 

takings ; but this was but an Embrio and proved 

an Abortion. The Engl Freedom cannot be Remarks there- 
loſt by a few baſe and tame Spirits, who would “. 

unmake themſelves and their Poſterity to aggran- 

dize one Man. For, the Parliament meeting, ac- 

cording to Summons, ſuch Faces appeared there as 

made the Court droop ; who, inſtead of contri- 

buting to the King's Wants, laid open his Waſtes ; 

eſpecially upon the Scots, with whom they deſire 

Medietatem Linguæ, a Share of Favour, And 

they beſeech his Majeſty to ſtop the Current of 

future Acceſs of that Nation, to make Reſidence 

here, having enough to eat up their own Crums. 

They enquire into the Cauſes of the unexpected 

Increaſe of Popiſh Recuſants, ſince the Gunpow- 

der Plot, the Deteſtation whereof they thought 

ſhould have entirely extinguiſhed them, and they 

find it owing to the Admiſſion of Popiſh Nobility 

into his Councils ; the Silencing of many watchful 

and diligent Miniſters ; the divers Treaties his Ma- 

jeſty hath entertained, not only for the Marriage of 

the deceaſed Prince Henry, but for Prince Charles 

that now liveth, with the Daughters of Popiſh 

Princes; which diſheartneth the Proteſtant and 
encourageth the Recuſant. Laying open, with 

theſe, many other Miſcarriages in Government ; 

which the King, willing to have concealed, ſtop- 

ped them, in their Courſe ; diſſolving the Parlia- 

ment, and committing to the Tower and other Pri- | 
ſons, (the Beginning of Encroachments upon the | 


5 


©. ca AY ne. a. 1,4. * 


public Liberties) ſuch as were moſt active for the 
Common Good.” | 

Thus far our Biographer ; and how his Repre- 
ſentation agrees with the undoubted, Authorities of 
the Faurnals, is leſt to the Reader's Judgment. 
The Commitments he ſpeaks of are not mention'd 
Vol. V. U there, 
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Un. 13. James I. there, nor in Cambden's Annals of this Reign; nor 


„ 1615. 


in any other Hiſtorian, but who has borrowed 
from the ſingle Authority of this partial Writer. 
The Reader may remember ſeveral Commitments 
of this Kind done in the laſt Reign, for Words 
ſpoke within the Houſe of Commons, by the 
Members of it; but, as yet, this preſent King 
ſtands clear from any ſuch Encroachments on the 
public Liberty. But, to go on ftill with our 
Hiſtorian, 

Wilſon informs us, That an Aid from Parlia- 
ment being denied, the Miniſtry went upon other 
Projects to raiſe Money; different both in Name 
and Nature from the former. A Benevolence was 
extorted; a Free on adds he, was urged upon 
them, zg2inft their Wills; and they who did not 
give in their Money muſt give in their Names, 
which carried a kind of Fright with it. But, the 
moſt knowing Men, (like ſo many Pillars of the 
Kingdom's Liberties) ſupported their Neighbour's 


_—y Reſolutions, by affuring them, That 


theſe Kinds of Benevolences were againſt Law, 
Reaſon and Religion. To prove this, our Author 
goes on and tells us: 

* That it was againſt Law, being prohibited 
by divers Acts of Parliament, and a Curſe pro- 
hibited againſt the Infringers of them. 

* Againſt Reaſon, becauſe it was unreaſonable 
a particular Man ſhovld oppoſe his Judgment and 
Diſcretion to the Wiſdom and Judgment of the 
Kingdom aſſembled in Parliament, who have 
there denied any ſuch Aid. 

And, contrary to Religion, That a King 
ſhould violate his Oath, taken at his Ccronation, 
for maintaining the Laws, Liberties and Cuſtoms 
of this Realm, and be aſſiſted by his Subjects in 
an Act of ſo much Injuſtice and Impiety. Theſe, 
continues he, and many other Arguments, inſtil- 
ted into the People, by ſome good Patriots, were 
great Impediments to the Benevolence; ſo that they 
ot but little Money and loſt a great Deal of 


ve. Subſidies get, adds he, more of their * 
J t 
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but Exactions inſlave the Mind; no Levies do ſo | 
much decline and abaſe the Love and Spirits of — 
the Subjects as unjuſt Levies; they either raiſe 
them above or depreſs them beneath theit Suffer- 

ings; which are, equally, miſchievous and to be 
avoided.” 

It muſt be allow'd here our Hiſtorian is right 
in his Politics; Benevolences, „ often practi- 
ſed by preceding Kings, as this Work teſtifies, 

et ever met with Grudgings and Heart-burnings 
in the People. Whilſt, the heavieſt Taxes, laid 
on by Parliament, carry their Sanction along with 
them from their Source. 

But we have no Account of the Collecting this 
Benevolence in any other Hiſtorian, except thoſe 
who have copied from this Original. Mr. Camb- 
den, in his Annals of this Reign, tells us, indeed, 
that a vaſt Sum of Money was exaCted from the 
Citizens of London, in the Year 1617, not with- 
out Murmuribg, as he ſays; but has not a Word 
of the other Affair; which, one would think, ſo 
exact an Annaliſt could not have miſſed if it had 
happened, and been as general through the King- 
dom as the Biographer ſeems to make it. (a) 


The King and his Miniſtry went on for ſome 
Years, and ſupported the Court and State without 
the Aſſiſtance of Parliament. What other Waysand 
Means they had to do it, than by the ordinary annual 
Revenues of the Crown, Cuſtoms, &c. will appear 
in the Sequel ; for, though ſmall in themſelves, yet 
they were treated as Grievances in the next Par- 
liament, and looked upon as Impofitions on the 
Public. The Writer of this King's Life owns theſe 
to be Halcyon Days, in England; no Taxes being 
now paid, and Trade open to all Parts of the 
World, a profound Peace reigning every Where.” 
The Nation maſt have been exceeding rich, 
whatever the Court was, at that Time. In this In- 
terval Robert Carr, Earl of Somerſet, fell into a 
Share, probably laid for him by ſome Enemies, 
WY which 

( The King got only 52, 909 l. Cambden's Annals, 
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A 14. James I. Which the Favorites of Princes can never be with- 
1616. out. The Crime was ſo nefarious, that he and 
his Lady were made too black by it ever to hope 
The Fall of Carr for 2 Clearing; and, though their Lives were ſpa- 
Earl of Somerſet, Ted, they were ſentenced to live in perpetual Infa- 
my and Diſgrace. The Story of this Man's Fall 
is too well known to claim a Repetition here : He 
was ſoon ſucceeded by another Favourite, George 
Villars, an Engliſhman ; who, through many De- 
grees of Honour, came, at laſt, to be created Duke 
of Buckingham ; and will be the Subject of much 
Debate, in our further Parliamentary Enquiries. 
The Cantionary About the latter End of the Year 1616, the 
Towns given up Cautionary Towns were given up to the States, 
to the Dutch. hy this King: A Blot in his Reign, never to be 
wiped out, but yet this Failure, in Politics, may 
be, partly, imputed to the unhappy Differences be- 
tween him and his laſt Parliament ; for if a proper 
Supply had then been given, to relieve theWants of 
the State, the King had not been drove to make 
ſuch a falſe Step. The Reader may remember, 
that, at the Beginning of the laſt Seſhon, when 
the Supply was moved for by one of the Miniſtry ; 
it was urged, * That the Garriſons of Flubing 
and Brill, were near going to mutiny, for want 
of Pay; *and that theſe Towns were Pledges for 
near 700,0001.” It is no Wonder then, fince no- 
thing was given to ſuſtain theſe Garriſons, if King 
James was tempted to take the Money and cancel 
the Mortgage. Thoſe poor and humble States, 
as they call'd themſelves in the laſt Reign, were 
now grown up into High Mightine//ſes ; and, 
being ſupported by England, in regard to the gene- 
ral Prote/tant Cauſe, came, at laſt, to be a ſharp 
Thorn in the Breaſts of their very Protectors. 
That this was the Caſe, and that theſe Towns 
were given up by general Conſent is moſt pro- 
bable ; becauſe, in ſuch an inquiſitive Age as this, 
when the Conduct or Miicarriages of the Miniſtry 
were never more ſtrictly ſearched into, no Parlia- 
mentary Enquiry was ever made about them. 


The 
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The two grand Points, which took up all the An. 14 James I. 
Attention of the King and his Miniſtry at this 1616. 
Time, were the Affair of the Saniſb Match, and 
the Loſs of the Palatinate. The former as much 
deteſted, as the Reſtitution of the latter was wiſh'd _ _— 
for by the People. After the Death of Prince Loſs of the Pala« 
Henn, the King had ſ-t his Thoughts on a Daughs tinate. 
ter of France (proceeding from Henry IV. their 
late murdered King) for his, now, only Son Prince 
Charles. Some Overtures were made, by the 
Engliſh Court, to bring this Match about, but 
they did not ſucceed ; the Duke of Savoy was be- An. 1617, 
forehand with them, and got the Lady for his Son 1618, 
the Prince of Piedmont, But, during this Nego- 9: 
tiation with France, the Duke of Lerma, Prime 
Miniſter of Spain, had frequently intimated to Sir 

ohn Digby, the Engliſh Ambaſſador at that Court, 

hat it was his Maſter's Inclination to tie the Knot 
ſtronger between the two Crowns of Great Britain 
and Spain, by matching bis ſecond Daughter with 
the Prince of Wales. The Affair being notified 
to N it pleaſed exceedingly ; and though fo 
wiſe a Prince, as he is repreſented to be, might have 
ſeen that this was no more than a Spaniſh Trick to 
prevent the French Match, yet did he and his Mi- 
1 enter into a long and tedious I reaty about 
it; King James, removing all the Blocks that laid 
in the Way of his now darling Defign, only ſtudied 
how to render himſelf and his Son acceptable to 
the Spani/h Court. 

The Affair of the Palatinate was of a quite diffe- 
rent Nature. A War had broke out in Germany, 
by which Frederic, Count Palatine of the Rhine, 
who had married the Princeſs Elizabeth of Eng- 
land, was diſpoſleſs'd of all his Hereditary Domi- 
nions. This Aﬀiir made James think of laying 
aſide his pacihc Temper, in order to revenge his 
Son in Law, and recover his Territories for him. 
An Army was ſent abroad for that Purpole, but 
had not the wiſh'd-for Succeſs, However, theſe 
Forces Were not to be raiſed without a much 
greater Sum than could be ſpared from the King's 
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An, 18. James I. 0Wn Treaſury ; and finding the Peoples Inclinar 
15620. tions to be ſtrongly bent on the Recovery of the 
: Palatinate, he ventured, ſays Ruſhworth (who 
now comes upon the Carpet) to ſend out Writs 
for a Parliament to meet on the zoth Day of Ja- 
_— — — nuary, ſome what ominous indeed, in the Vear 
. 1620, and the 18th of this Reign (o). But it 
appears by the Journals, that this Parliament was 
ſummoned to meet firſt on the 16th of January; 
from thence it was prorogu'd, by Proclamation, to 
the 23d, and then again to the 3oth as aforeſaid ; di- 
yers great and weighty Conſiderations of State, 
particularly in reſpect of the late great Ambaſſage, 
as it is expreſſed in the Writ, occafioning theſe 
Prorogations. It is obſervable, that the firſt Writ 
of Summons, which is given at length in the Four- 
nals, in the uſual Form, is directed to Charles 
Prince of Wales, Duke of Cormual and of York, 
and Earl of Chefler, Sc. Which Prince, we 
find, gave his Attendance, in the Houſe of Lords, 

almoſt every ſingle Day of this enſuing Seſſion. 
A Proclamation Along with the Writs for calling a new Parlia- 
ting forth the ment, the following Proclamation was publiſhed, 
—_ for the electing of proper Members to fit in the 
Parlamenz Houſe of Commons; which we ſhall give in its 
IE own Words and Orthography (p). 


By the EINGE. 

AviNG Occaſion at this Tyme to deliberate 
H upon divers great and weighty Affaires, highly 
tending to the Contynuance and further ſettling of the 
peaceable Government and Safety of this our King- 
dom, whereof God hath given us the Charge; We 
have thought good, according to the laudable Cuſtome 
4 our Progenitors, to crave the Advice and Aſſiſtance 

erein of our well affected Subjects, by calling a Par- 
liament to begin upon the ſixteenth, Day of January 
next; and though there were no more to be had in 
Conſideration but the preſent Face of Chriſtendom, 
| Jo 

0) Ruſpwirth's Hiſtorical ' ColleFions, Vol. I. P. 21. Theſe 
Collections begin, only, in the Year 1618, or the 16th of this 


2 Rymer's Public As, Tom XVII. P. 270, 
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fo miſerably and dangerouſy diſtracted at this Tyme, An. 18. James I. 
be 1620, 
7 


— a Number of other great and weightie A faires 
t wwe are to reſolve upon; de have more than ſuffi 
cient Reaſon to wiſh and deſire, if ever at any Time, 
eſpecially at this, that the Knights and Burgeſſes 
that ſhall ſerve in Parliament, be, according to the 
ould Inſtitutions, choſen of the graveſt, ableft and beſt 
affetted Myndes that maie be found. And therefore 
out of the Care of the Common Good, whereef them- 
ſebves are alſo participant, we do hereby admoniſh all 
our loving Subjects, that have Votes in Elettions, 
that Choiſe be made of Perſons approved for their 
Sinceryty in Religion, and not of any that is noted 
either of ſuperſtitiaus Blindneſi one Way, or of turbu- 
lent Humours another Way, but of ſuch as ſhall be 
found zealous and obedient Children to this their 
Mather- Church. 

And, as to the Knightes of Shires, that they caſt 
their Eyes upon the worthiefl Men of all Sorts, of 
Knightss and Gentlemen that are Guides and Lightes 
of their Countries, 5 good Experience and of great 
Integrity. Men that lead honeſt and exemplarie 
Lief in their Countries, doing us good Service there- 
in; and no Bankrupts or diſcontented Perſons that 
cannot fiſh but in troubled Waters. 

And, for the Burgeſſes, that they make Choice of 
them that beſt underſiand the State of their Countries, 
Citties, or Burroughes; and where ſuch may not be 
had within their Corporations, then of other grave 
and diſcreet Men, fit to ſerve in / worthy an A 
ſembly. For we may well foreſee how ill Effects the 
bad Chaiſe of unfitt Men may produce, if the Houſe 
ſhould be ſupplied with Bankruptes and neceſſitous 
Perſons, that may deſire long Parliaments for their 
private Protections; or with young and unexperienced 
Men, that are not ripe and mature for fo grave a. 
Councell ; or with Men of mean Qualities in them- 


ſelves, who may only ſerve to applaud the Opinion of” 


athers on whom they depend; nor yett with curious 
and wrangling Lawyers who may ſeek Reputation by 
ſtirring needleſs Queſtions; but we wiſh all our goed. 
Subjetts to under ſtand theis our Admonitions, as that 

| we 
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| An. 18; Janes], We. oe Way mean to bar them of their lawfull 
1620 Freedom in Election, according to the fundamental 
Laws and laudable Cuſtome of this our Kingdame; 

and eſpecially in the Times of good and ſettled Govern- 


ment. | | 
Witneſs Ourſelf at Theobauld, this fixth Day 
of November. 


On the Meeting of the Parliament, January 
the zoth, the King being ſeated on his Throne, 
was pleaſed to make the following Speech to both 
Houſes. The Subſtance of it, in Latin, is given in 
the Lords Journals. Wilſon and Ruſhworth have 
inſerted one at large; but, upon comparing their's 
with the foregoing Speeches of this King, fo great 

; a Difference appears both in Stile and Manner, as 
renders them juſtly ſuſpected. The following is 
the genuine Speech, taken from Franklyn's Annals, 
who tells us, (q) That he had it from Mr, Mun- 

E | day, an Ear-Witneſs thereof ; and, upon Exami- 
nation, we find it correſponds exactly with the 
Latin Abſtract in the Fournals. 


My Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and you the 


Commons. 
His Majeſty's © FN multiloguio non deef? peccatum, ſaid the wiſeſt 
Speech at open-c 1 King that ever was; and this Experience I 


ing the Seſſion 4 ge 
Far Reeni 18, have found in my own Perſon ; for it is true, 


1620. that there have been Seſſions of Parliament before 

At Weſtounſter, this Time, wherein I have made many Diſ- 
courſes to the Gentlemen of the Lower Houſe, 
and in them delivered a true Endeavour of my 
Heart: But as no Man's Occafions, - be they 
never ſo good, can be free from Cenſure, in 
regard of the Excellency required to make Per- 
fection; ſo it may be, it pleaſed God, ſeeing 
ſome Vanity in me, to ſend back my Words as 
Wind ſpit into my own Face. So, as I may 
truly ſay, I have ten piped untoy u, but you have 
not danced ; I have often mour nei, but yu have 
* zo! /amented But now I have put on this Reſo- 
| * lution 
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« ſolution for the few Days that are left me in this An. 18. James1. 
World, wherein I know not how far I have 3620. 

« offended God; and if it may pleaſe you, eſpeci- 

c ally of the Lower Houſe, to apply this Rule 

unto yourſelves, you may fiad the more Fruit. 

Now to the Errand of your being called hi- 

ther; for entring whereunto the more eafily, I 

will begin with the general Condition of a Parli- 

ament, not to inſtruct you, whom I ſuppoſe 

not to be ignorant, but to refreſh your Memo- 

ries; and firſt what a Parliament is. It is an Aſ- 

ſembly compos'd of a Head and a Body: The L | 
Monarch is the Head, and the Body is the Three 114 
Eſtates; which are called in all Monarchies a 1 
Parliament, which was uſed and created at the 114 
firſt by Monarchy; for King's were before Par- 14 
liaments; who, as ſoon as they had ſettled a - 
Form of Government, and were willing that { | 
their People ſhould be guided by Laws, called a | | 
Parliament: I know there are divers Sorts of 4 
Foreign Parliaments, ſome more, ſome leſs in 


* 
——— — 9 


Number: But I leave them; only this I would | : 
have you to obſerve, That it is a vain Thing 4 
for a Parliament - Man to preſs to be popular; for 1 


there is no State or Parlizment without a Mo- 
narchy ; ſo the Grizons, Swiſſes and Low Coun- 
tries, which are governed without a King, have 
no Parliaments, but Councils and Aſſemblies. 
This I put you in Mind of, that you ſerve under 
a Monarch, and that you muſt ſtand or fall 
with it. 
No conſider, Firſt, Who calls you? Your 
King: Secondly, Whom he calls? the Peers, 
who in reſpect of the Eminency of their Places 
and high Honours, have an Intereſt therein by 
Birth and Inher:tance, becauſe they are to aſſiſt 
the King in his greateſt Aﬀaiirs. In the next 
Place is the Church, the Clergy ; yet not all of 
them, but the principal Heads thereof, the 
Biſhops, whole Holirets of Life doth claim a 
Privilege in Acvice, and in reſpect of their Baro- 
nies: Allo the Kuights ſtand for the Shires, and 
6 the 
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the other Gentlemen for the 1 of 
theſe is the whole Body compoy'd. hirdly, 
Why you are called ; viz. To. adviſe the King 
in his urgent Affairs, to give him — beſt Ad- 
vice in ſuch Errands as be ſhall aſæ of you, or 
you ſhall think fit to aſk his Advice in. The 
King makes Laws, and ye are to adviſe him to 
make ſuch as may be beſt for the Good of the 
Common- Wealth: There is another Cauſe alſo, 
viz. The Houſe of Commons is called, for that 
they beſt know the particular Eſtate of the Coun- 
try ; and if the King ſhall aſk their Advice, can 
beſt tell what is amiſs, as being moſt ſenſible of 
it, and alfo petition him to amend and redreſs. 
You are the Authors of Suſtenance alſo to him, 
to ſupply his Neceflities ; and this is the proper 
Uſe of Parliaments. Here they are to offer 
what they think fit to ſupply his Wants; and 
he is in Lieu hereof to afford them Mercy and 
Juſticez and this is that J boldly ſay, and am 
not aſham'd to ſpeak it, that all People owe a 
Kind of Tribute to their King, as a Thankful- 
neſs to him for his Love to them ; and where 
there is this Sympathy between the King and 
his People, it breeds a happy Parliament. 
Thus much of the general Condition and 
ſpecial Uſe of Parliaments in this Kingdom. 
* Now I come to the particular Cauſes which 
moved me to cal! this Parliament. 

* Firſt, as in all Parliaments, the King muſt 
have 1 —5 Care to make good Laws; for ex 
malis Moribus bong Leges oriuntur: For the elder 
the World grows, Men become the more wiſe, 
the more crafty, and the more finful; and there- 
fore the more Need to make new Laws for new 
Crimes. And here | am in a large Subject, yet 
becauſe of my intended Brevity, I will ſpeak of 
no Particulars, but hold it heſt to leave it to the 
Times wherein you ſhould both ſee and read 
them. 

Firſt, For Religion there are Laws enough, 
ſo as the true Intent and Execution follow ; the 


Main- 


An. 18. James I, 


1620. 
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© Maintenance of Religion ſtands in two Points : 
© 1, Perſuaſion, which muſt precede ; 2. Compul- 
* ſion, which muſt follow; for as all the World 
© cannot create a new Creature, be it never ſo 

little, ſo no Law of Man can make a good Chri- 
ſtian in Heart, without inward Grace ; but the 
Miniſter muſt perſuade, and leave the Succeſs to 
God ; and if there were not ſo many Prieſts and 
Jeſuits, there would not be ſo many perverted 
to III; yet it is not enough to truſt to a good 
Cauſe and let it go alone; likewiſe the buſy 
Puritans, do but ſee how buſy they are in per- 
ſuading the People. But God forbid that I ſhould 
compel Mens Conſciences, but leave them to 
the Law of the Kingdom ; for the Rumour that 
is ſpread, that I ſhould tolerate Religion in reſpect 
of this Match, which hath been long intreated 
with Spain for my Son, I profeſs I will do no- 
thing therein which ſhall not be honourable, and 
for the Good of Religion: The Trial which 
you have had of my Works and Writings, 
wherein I have been a Martyr, tortur'd in the 
Mouths of many idle Fellows, may give you 
ample Teſtimony of my Integrity, in ſuch a 
Sort, as I hope you truſt the Witdom of your 
King ſo far as that I will never do one Thing in 
Private, and another in Publick : But if, after 
this my Declaration, any (hall tranſgreſs, blame 
not me if I ſee them ſeverely puniſhed. 
Nov the main Errand, to ſpeak Truth, which 
I have call'd you for, is for a Supply of my 
urgent Neceſſities; ye can all bear me Witneſs I 
have reigned 18 Years among you; if it be a 
Fault in me, that you have been at Peace all this 
while, I pray you pardon it; for take it for an 
Honour to me that ye ſhould live 9 under 
your Vines and Fig- Trees, eating the Fruit of 
your own Labours, and myſelf to be a juſt and 
merciful King to you; ye have not been trouble! 
with preſſing of Men, and with a thouſand In- 
conveniences which the Diſaſter of War pro- 
duceth ; and yet within theſe 18 Years I 4 
* had 


An, 18. James J. 
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had leſs Supplies than many Kings before. The 
8 * laſt Queen (of famous Ae was ſo far ſup- 
© plied in her Time, as it grew to an annual Con- 

© tribution z which by Computation came to 

135, oo0 l. a Year at the leaſt, I had never above 
four Subſidies, and fix Fifteenths; I challenge 
no more Deſert than ſhe ; but ſure I am, I have 
governed you as peaceably the Time ſince my 
Supply hath heen, as if Women with Child, 
gue decem tulerunt Faſtidia Menjis, who after ten 
Months Longing are delivered of their Burden ; 
but | have travailed ten Years, and therefore 
now full Time to be delivered of my Wants. [ 
was ever willing to ſpare you till now. It is true, 
Two Arguments were uſed in other Parliaments 
againſt Supplies: Firſt, Thit many Subſidies 
had been given by them, and therefore they re- 
quired a Time of Reſpiration 3. which Objection 
is now taken away: I he other was, That my 
Treaſure was confuſedly governed by me; ſo as 
ſome did not ſtick to ſay, that they would give 
me all they had, were they ſure it would come 
into my Purſe : Now you have ſeen Trial of 
my late Care in two Years laſt paſt, in looking 
into the Particulars of my Eſtate, wherein I muſt 
confeis that I have found my Revenue, as Job's 
Friends, forſaking me. In my Houſhold Ex- 
. I have abated 10,0001. per Annum; in the 
avy I abated 25,0001. per Anum ; and ſhortly 
hope to abate 10,0001. more in mine Ordnance ; 
I have brought mine Expences from 34, cool. 
to 14,0001. and yet was loth at firſt to think 
that Things were ſo much out of Order ; but at 
the laſt, by Means of the Information of ſome 
private honeſt Gentlemen, I was induced to 
enter into a particular Survey; and herein ſuch 
was the Love of my young Admiral to me, as 
he took the only Envy of all upon himſelf for my 
Sake ; and tho? be but young, yet I find him true 
in Faith, and an honeſt Man, who hath had the 
© better Succets in all the reſt ; he took under him- 
© ſelf divers Commiſſioners, as a young Comman- 
der 
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© der ſhould do, the better to preſerve him from An. 


Errors, and then fought no Reward, but my 
good Service; yet went nevertheleſs through 
all with a great Diligence and happy Succeſs 
© and therefore I hope the Kingdom ſhall fay I 
© have a true Care of my Eſtate, not taking from 
© others, by Violence, Houſe or Land, but go- 
© verning my own with good Huſbandry : And 
© now I look your Supply will not fall into a bot- 
* torleſs Purſe. 

© The next Cauſe of your calling is for an urgent 
Neceſſity, the miſerable and torn Eſtate of Chri- 
* tendom ; which none that hath an honeſt Heart, 
© can look on without a weeping Eye. I was not 
© the Cauſe of the Beginning thereof, (God knows) 
© but I pray God I may be a happy Inſtrument of 
© a happy Ending the Wars in Bohemia; I mean, 
© wherein the States expell'd the Emperor, and 
© choſe my Son-in-Law their King: I was re- 
c queſted at firſt by both Sides to make an Agree- 
© ment between chem; which coſt me 3000). in 
* ſending Donca/ter on an Embaſſy for that Pur- 
© poſe. In the mean Time they caſt off all Alle- 
« giance, and choſe my Son, who ſent to me to 
© know Whether he ſhould take the Crown upon 
© him or not; and yet within three Days after, 
© before I could return my Anſwer, took the 
© Crown on his Head; and then I was loth to 
© meddle in it at all, for three Reaſons. 

* Firſt, I would not make Religion the Cauſe of 
depoſing Kings. I leave that Cauſe to the Je- 
© ſuits, to make Religion a Cauſe to take away 
© Crowns. 

Next, I was not a fit Judge between them; 
© for they might after ſay to me, as he ſaid to 
« Moſes, Who made thee a Judge over us? And 
© myſelf would not be content that they ſhould 
judge whether I were a King or not. 

* Laſtly, Becauſe I had been a Meddler between 
© them, and then to determine my Son might 
© take the Crown upon him, had been unproper ; 


© and yet i left not off, ſo far as Nature compell'd. 


© me 


An. 18. James I, 
1620, 
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me, to admit his Good. I permitted a voluntary 
Contribution, to preſerve the Palatinate, which 
came to a great Sum; for that Purpoſe I bortow- 
ed alſo 75, ooo l. of my Brother of Denmark, 
and now have ſent to him to make it up 100, cool. 
and all this have I done with the Charge of Am- 
baſſadors, and otherwiſe ; which have riſen to 
an infinite Sum, which I have born myſelf, 
and hath coſt me above 200,000. in preſerving 
the Palatinate from invading, finding no Hope 
of the reſt, beſides 300,000 1. and beſides the vo- 
luntary Contribution : And I am now to take 
Care for a worſe Danger againſt next Summer, 
albeit, I will leave no Travel untried to obtain a 
happy Peace; but I thought good to be armed 
againſt the worſe Time, it being beſt to intreat 
of Peace with a Sword in my Hand. Now I 
ſhall labour to preſerve the Reſt; wherein I de- 
clare, that if by fair Means I cannot get it, my 
Crown, and Honour and all ſhall be ſpent with 
my Son's Blood alſo, but I will get it for him : 
And this is the Cauſe, for all the Cauſes of Re- 
ligion are involved in it ; for they will alter Re- 
ligion where they conquer, and ſo perhaps my 
Grand- Child may ſuffer, who hath committed 
no Fault at all. There is nothing done without 


a a ſpeedy Supply, and bis dat gui cito dat; where- 


fore I hope you will no more fail me now, than 
you have done my Predeceſſors. In this I muſt 
truſt your Cares; and 1 think if a Man could 
ſee all your Hearts in one Face, it would teſtify 
a general Acclamation of this my Motion. _— 
Conſider who it is that moves you, your King; 
and his Care of Reformation, and the Charges 
which he hath diſcharged, beſides 40,0001. of 
late in the Pyratical War; and conſider if I de- 
ſerve not your Reſpects. 

For your Parts you may be informed of ſome- 
thing fit to be required of Me for Matter of Ju- 
ſtice ; J never directly nor otherwiſe deſired the 
contrary; for which Purpoſe I have choſen 
Judges of the beſt Learning and Integrity _ 

CO 


Of ENGLAND. 319 


could; and if they prove unjuſt, I will not ſpare An. 18. James I. 
them. It's ſtrange that my Mint hath not gone _— 
this eight or nine Years ; but I think the Fault 

of the Want of Money, is the uneven balancing 

of Trade; for other Things (I confeſs) 1 have 

been liberal ; but the main Cauſe of my Wants 

hath been the ill Government of thoſe whom I 

bave truſted under me: For Bounty, I will 

not make every Day a Chriſtmas; and yet it 

may be I have hurt myſelf in ſome, and in o- 

thers my Subjects; but if I be truly informed, 

I will rightly reform; but for you to hunt after 

Grievances to the Prejudice of your King and 

your ſelves, is not the Errand: with me 

as I deſerve at your Hands; I will leave nothing 

undone that becomes a juſt King, if you deal 

with me accordingly. 1 know this Parliament 

hath been of great ExpeCtation ; and ſo was that 

at my firſt Coming, when I knew not the State of 

this Land. I was then led by the old Counſellors 

I found which the old Queen had left, and it 

may be there was a Miſleading, and a Miſunder- 

ſtanding between us, which bred an Abruption : 

And at the laſt Parliament there came up a 

ſtrange Kind of Beaſts called Undertaters, a 
Name which in my Nature I abhor; which | 
cauſed a Diſſolution z now you have the Ad- . 
vantage, that I call you out of my free Mo- [ 
tion, and my Truſt is in your good Offices for . 
my good Eſtate; even in all and every one of you f 
I hope I want not good Subjects; and I aſſure 
you, ye ſhall find an honeſt King of me: How 
hippy a Fame will it be that he is reverenced 
and loved by his People, and reciprocally loves 
them ? Now ſhall I be honoured by my Neigh- 
bour Princes, and my Government peradventure 
made an Example for Poſterity to follow. 
And fol leave you.” 


Alfter the King had ended, the Lord Chancellor, 
Sir Francis Bacon Viſcount St. Alban, by his 
Majeſty's Command, directed the — 4 
| : chu 
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chuſe a Speaker; who preſented Thomas Richard- 
16:20, Jon; Eſq; Serjeant at Law, for that Office; and 
he, with the uſual Ceremonies, was approved of. 
Thomas Rich- In order to give the Proceedings of this Parlia- 
— i. A ment, with the Utmoſt Impartiality, we ſhall keep 
* ſtritly to the Authority of the Fournals ; except 
where Ry/dworth, or any other Hiſtorian intervenes, 
with ſome Circumſtances not taken notice of in the 
former. By the ſame Rule we may be able to de- 
tect any Fallacies, which the Prejudice of Party, 
now. beginning to run high between King and Par- 
liament, may have given Riſe to. For this End 
we ſhall adhere, more cloſely, to the Proceedings 
of this Parliament, in Die ad Diem, than we 
hitherto have done; the Juſtneſs of which Method 
it is hoped will compenſate for the Tediouſneſs 
of it. 

The firſt Day of doing Buſineſs, in the Houſe 
of Lords, was February 5th, when the Lord 
Chancellor moved the Houſe, That ſuch 
as bave any Proxy from any Lord, licenced by 
his Majeſty to be abſent, ſhould deliver the ſame 
to the Clerk of that Houſe; and that every Lord 
ſhould cauſe the Writ of Summons, to him direc- 
"7 ted, to be given to the ſame Clerk; to the End 
Firm of a Wie that by theſe Proxies and Summons, ſo entered, 

for ſummoning it may better appear who was abſent. 
the Peers, After this, the Lord North ſtood up and ac- 
quainted the Houſe, That having read and con- 
fidered of the Summons, directed to himſelf, he 
found the ſame to vary from the former and an- 
tient Form of Writs of that Nature. The Con- 
fideration ot which was by their Lordſhips referr'd 
to the Committees, which ſhall be nominated and 
appointed to conſider of the Orders and Cuftoms 
of this Houſe, the Privileges of the Peers of the 
Kingdom, and Lords of Parliament. A Com- 
mittee was immediately named for that Purpoſe, 
conſiſting of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, all 
the great Officers of State, eight Earls, fix Biſhops, 
and fitteen Barons. Theſe had Power to call to 
attend them the Chief Lord Juſtice, ſome other 
| Judges, 
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Judges, the Attorney General, and ſuch other of An. 18. James I, 
1620 


his Majeſty's Council as they thought fit, to 
meet in the painted Chamber, after the Riſing of 
the Houſe. 


February 8. Several Lords were excuſed Attend- 


ance for Want of Health, or on other Occaſions, 
The ſame Day one Richard Camell, a Clerk in 
the Petty-Bag-Office, was brought to the Bar 
of the Houſe of Lords, to anſwer a Complaint 
made againſt him, for omitting in the Body of the 
Writs, directed to ſeveral Lords, theſe Words, 
perdilecto & fideli naſtro, and had only given the 
Names of ſuch Lords, to whom the ſaid Writs were 
directed. And though the ſaid Camel! did then 
and there, on his Knees at the Bar, humbly ac- 
knowledge his Fault and declared himſelf very pe- 
nitent for the ſame; yet, as he was not able to ex- 
cuſe or make any Defence for his Neglect, and 
becauſe it was held juſtly offenſive to thoſe Lords 
whom it particularly concerned, and to be much 
againſt the Honour and Dignity of the Houſe ; by 
unanimous Conſent, the ſaid Camell was commit- 
ted Priſoner to the Fleet. 

This Day, a Report was made from the Com- 


mittee of Privileges, &c. and a Schedule, or Note, 


was delivered in of what they had already done, 
and how they intended to proceed. It was or- 
dered that the ſaid Note ſhould not be entered or 
regiſtred till towards the End of this preſent Par- 
liament, when a Detail of all their Proceedi 


was to be given in, and, on which the Houſe was 


to order accordingly. 

Feb. 10. An Order was made for the En- 
largement of Richard Camell, on his humble Peti- 
tion to the Houſe. And the Houſe was called over, 
when every Lord anſwered diſtinctly to his Name, 
beginning with Charles Prince of Wales, and fo 
deſcending down to the youngeſt Baron. 

Feb. 14. The Lords being informed that ſome 
Meſſengers from the Commons attended at the 
Door, they were called in, When Sir Edward 
Cole, accompanied with the Lord Cavendiſh, Sir 

Ver, V. X Fulk 
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1. Fult Grevile, Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 
Treaſurer of the Houſhold, Mr. Secretary Calvert, 
and ſeveral others of that Houſe, delivered the 
following Meſlage to the Lords. | 

A Conference for That the Houſe of Commons do pray a Con- 

putting the Laws ference, Concerning Joining in Petition by Com- 

in Execution a» mittees of both Houſes, unto his Majeſty, for the 

din Jeſuits,c. bettet Execution of the Laws againſt Feſuits, Se- 
minary Prieſts and Popiſh Recuſants; and this, by 
the Nether Houſe, is defired to be with all conve- 
nient Expedition.” 

After the Meflengers were withdrawn, the Houſe 
took the Meſſage into Conſideration ; the Defire of 
the Commons was generally approv'd on, and a 
Committee for the Conference was appointed. 

At the Requeſt of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
a Sub-Committee of nine Lords was named, for 
the Matter of Cuſtoms and Privileges, c. inſtead 
of the greater Number aforeſaid. 

Feb.15. The Lord Chancellor declared that his Ma- 
jeſty, having been mov d to know his Pleaſure when 
the Committees of both Houſes ſhall wait on him, 
with their Petition, relating to Fe/uits, &c. had 
appointed Saturday the 17th Inſtant far that Pur- 
poſe. The Lord Chancellor was deſired to be the 

Common Mouth, in delivering the Petition from 
both Houſes to the King: But ſome Debates 
arifing, about the Form of the Petition, the Con- 
fideration thereof was referred till next Morning. 

February 16. It was moved, that ſince the Com- 

mons defired his Majeſty to declare himſelf for the 
Execution of the Laws againſt Feſuits, Seminary 
Prizfts and Popiſh Recuſants, by Proclamation, 
Whether, to the Word Proclamation, or otherwiſe, 
ſhould not be added? Upon a Diviſion of the 
Houſe, it was carried for the additional Words ; 
but, with Proviſo, That if the Commons did not 
approve of them they ſhould be left out in the 
Petition. The Committee of Lords having ac- 
quainted that of the Commons with this Reſolu- 
tion, the Commons inſiſted upon it that nothing 
tormerly agreed to ſhould receive any Alteration 

| in 
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1620. 


Of ENGLAND. 5323 


in Matter or Form. The Prince was of the Lords An. 18. James I, 
Committee. ä 1620. 

This Day, alſo, the Lord Chancellor acquainted : N 
the Houſe with an odd Affair, concerning a Quar- K 
rel or Jar happening between two noble Members the Earl of Berk- 
of that Houſe, the Earl of Beriſbire and the Lord ſhire and Lord 
Scrop; namely, that the former did puſh, or thruſt, op 
the other, forcibly, in the Houſe, againſt the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of it. 

Hereupon, both the ſaid Lords were called to 
the Bar to anſwer the Miſdemeanor aforeſaid ; and, 
it appearing, by Proof, that the ſaid Earl was the 
Aggreſſor, and did violently puſh the Lord Scroop ; 
they were both ordered to withdraw into ſeparate 
Rooms, till the Houſe could take Confideration of 
this Matter. Soon after the Earl of Beriſbire be- 
ing called again to the Bar of the Houſe, and being 
on his Knees, the Lord Chancellor told him that 
the Houſe had conſidered of his Fault, which they 
found to be very great; in that his Lordſhip be- 
ing a Peer, who therefore ſhould be tender-of 
the Privileges of the Houſe, had, in the Houſe and 
in the Preſence of the Prince his Highneſs, offered 
Force to a Member of the ſame. © The Cenſure 
therefore was, that his Lordſhip be committed cloſe 1 
Priſoner to the Fleet, until the Houſe ſhould take met . om. 
further Order in that Cauſe. The Gentleman; mitted to the 
Uſher was ordered to attend the ſaid Earl to his Fleet. 
own Houſe, at his Requeſt, but diſarmed, and 
from thence to the Meer. 

Afterwards the Lord Scroop was called for and 
brought into the Houſe, and ordered to his Place; 
to whom ſtanding uncovered, the Lord Chancel- 
lar declared, That the Lords had confidered of the 
Nature of the Fault wherewith he ſtood charged, 
and found him not worthy of Blame, for any 
Fault of Commiſſion, but only of Omiſſion, in 
not complaining to the Houſe. That otherwiſe 
he had cartied himſelf temperately, and therefore 
it was the Pleaſure of the Houſe he ſhould keep 


his Place, 
X 2 Fee . 


An, 18. James I. 
1620. 
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February 17. Some Reports were made to the 
Houſe by the Sub-Committee on Cuſtoms and Pri- 
vileges, vix. That they deſired Authority to be 

iven them, to depute ſome proper Perſons to have 

ecourſe to, and make Search amongſt any of the 
Records of the Crown for Matters relating to 
them ; for the more Eaſe and ſpeedier Proceeding 
in that Bufineſs. That they may, alſo, have 
Power to peruſe daily, and rectify what they 
think fit in the Journal! Books of this Houſe, now 
or hereafter to be entered there by the Clerk of 
Parliament; both which was agreed to. 

The Lord Hunſdon, one of the ſaid Committee, 
acquainted the Houſe, That, in one of their late 
Meetings, a Debate aroſe, in which the Opinion 
of two Judges, who were appointed to attend 


Proceedings of them, Was aſked. That the faid Judges were un- 
the Lords of willing to deliver any Opinion, or to enter into 
mittee in Matter any Diſcourſe about it; \becaule, as they alledged, 


of Privilege, 


the Matter. propoſed touched the King's Preroga- 
tire. But the Committee, conceiving that the 
ſame did not any way concern the Prerogative of 


the Crown, do think ſuch Forbearance in the 


Judges, to ſatisfy them in this Matter, very diſ- 
taſteful and diſliking to them. | 

This was ſeconded by the Lord Hmghton, who 
added, What the noble Lord before had ſpoken did 
not proceed. from Curiofity in the Committee ; 
for, upon Peruſil of the Writ of Summons to 
the Judges, they find that they are thereby called 
Conſilium impenſuris. Laſtly, he faid, that the 
Committee was as tender of his Majeſty's Prero- 
gative 'as was fitting. - Hereupon it was ordered, 
that both thoſe Judges ſhould attend the Houſe, to 
anſwer this Affair, at their next Sitting. | 

The ſame Day the Lord Scrop moved the 
Houſe for the Enlargement of the Earl of Berk- 


/aire, committed for an Offence againſt himſelf 


and the Honour of the Houſe, It was ordered, that 
the ſaid Earl ſhould immediately have the Liberty 
of the Priſon, but to continue there till the Houſe 
ſhall take further Order therein, p 
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February 19. The Lord Chancellor made a Re- An. 18. James}, 


port to the Lords of what had paſſed at the Acceſs 
of both Houſes unto his Majeſty's Preſence, on 
Saturday laſt. His Lordſhip's Relation was brief, 
as he told them, as well becauſe moſt of all their 
Lordſhips were then preſent ; but, principally, for 
that his Lordſhip knew, and willingly acknow- 
ledged, he was no way able, in any Degree, to 
deliver it in ſuch Sort as his Majeſty ſpake it. 

The Lord Berk/hire's Submiſſion having been 
— in Writing, it was openly read in he 

erba : 


My Lords, | 

I am wonderfull forry to have ſo overſhot myſelf, 
as to have done any thing that juſtly "—_ the 
Houſe ; eſpecially, at ſuch 4 Time as his 
was therein; which I defire your Lordſhips to con- 
ceive to have proceeded out of ſudden Paſſion, in re- 
ſpeft of a Conceit and Apprehenſion of a Diſtaſie 
given me. But flill J ſubmit myſelf to your Lord- 


ſhips grave and wiſe Cenſure, humbly requeſting your 


Loraſhips to accept of this, as Satisfaction, from bim 
that will ever be, | 
Your Lordſhips humble Servant, 


F. BeRkKSHIRE, 


After the Reading of a Bill of no public Con- 
cern, the Lord Berkfire was called, and being di- 
rected to ſtand up, from his Knees, the Lord 
Chancellor ſpoke to him to this Effect : 


My Lord of Berkfhire, 

IWhen you were laft here you heard of your Fault 
and Puniſhment, now you ſhall of your Releaſement - 
The Lords having underſtood and n«bly conſidered of 
your Submiſſion ; and the Party, eſpecially grieved, be- 
ing a Suitor for your Diſcharge, whereunto all their 
Lordſbips have yielded; with this, that a public Re- 
concilement and Satisfattion be made between you. 


The Lord Berkhire then went to the Prince at 
the upper End of the Houſe, and, on his Knees, 
X 3 ſaid 


1620, 


The Earl of 
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nn ſomewhat in a low Voice to him; it was not 


econs 


heard by the reſt of the Lords, but thought to be 
an Acknowledgment and Submiſſion for his Of- 
fence committed in his Highneſs's Preſence. Af- 
terwards the Lord Scroop went from his Place to 
the Prince, and there, in Preſence of his Highneſs 
and many of the Lords ſtanding by, the aforeſaid 
two Lords were reconciled The Lord Chancel- 


th lor being returned to his Place, openly rehearſed 
d Scroop, he this Matter to the Houſe; and added, That if ei- 


| 
| 


ther of the ſaid Lords, ſo reconciled, ſhould at 
any Time hereafter, do, or offer to the other, 
any Wrong, contrary to this Reconcilement ; the 
Party, ſo offending, would be deem'd guilty of an 
high Offence to the Prince and Contempt of the 
Houſe. 

February 20. A Meſſage was ſent from the 
Lords to the Lower Houſe, deſiring a Conference, 
in which the Subſtance of his Majeſty's Anſwer to 
the late Petition of both Houſes, might be deli- 
vered to them, by the Lord Chancellor, who by 
common Conſent had been appointed the Pro- 
locutor of both Lords and Commons, on that Oc- 
caſion. The Time, if it was convenient to them, 
forthwith in the Painted Chamber. 

This was agreed to by the Commons; and on 
the Return of the Lords Committee, the Lord 
Chancellor acquainted the whole Houſe, That he 
had communicated the Subſtance of his Majeſty's 
Anſwer to the Committee of the other Houſe, 
from ſuch Notes as he had taken of it, when it 
was given. That, thereupon, Sir Edward Cote, 
one of their Committee, had defired him to let 
them have the Memorial in Writing which he had 
taken; ſince they of the other Houle had delivered 
in their Suit, or Petition, in the fame Manner. 
To this he anſwered, That foraſmuch as the Pa- 
per, on which he took the ſaid Memorial was 
{mall, and unfit for public Peruſal, he defired he 
might have Time, till To morrow, to perfect his 


ſald Notes. 
| The 
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The Queſtion being then put, Whether they 
ſhould be delivered in the Manner the Chancellor 
mentioned? It paſſed in the Affirmative. The 
Lord Hunſden moved that the Original ſhould re- 
main with the Clerk of this Houſe, but was not 
| ſeconded, 

Nothing material happening to come before the 
Lords for ſome Days, their Time being taken up 
in reading of private Bills, or ſuch as did not greatly 


An. 18. James I. 
1620. 


affect the Public, and hearing Complaints on . 


Breach of Privilege for Arreſts, &:c. we ſhall now 
look into the Houſe of Commons. 


They firſt ſet out with Religion; a Feve Prin- 
cipium, as Sir 12 Perrot ſaid; who moved, Comes, 2 


That all the Members of the Houſe might take 
the Communion ; which was a Touchſtone of 
their Faith.“ Sir Edward Gyles moved for © Liberty 
of Speech, but not to admit extravagant Speeches; 
and that ſuch ſhould be puniſhed in that Houſe. 
That there were many Popiſb Recu/ants, and Mul- 
titudes of Fefuits and Seminaries, ready for Miſ- 
chief, in and about this City. That their Malice 
encreaſed with their Number, Put the Houſe in 
Mind of the Gun-Plowder-Plot. Moved to pe- 
tition the King to put the Laws in Execution 
againſt them.” | 

This Motion was ſeconded by Sir Jerome Horſey, 


who moved, That four, or fix, of that Houſe As toRecufants; 


might be appointed to ſearch the Vaults and Cel- 
lars, under the Parliament Houſe, twice a Week. 
That Numbers, hereabouts, might prove dange- 
rous; and their Malice like to be the principal 
Cauſe of the Ruin of the King of Bohemia. Their 
making Bonfires and rejoicing at it. But hoped 
that King yet remained the Lord's Anointed, and 
that he would be again eſtabliſhed ; and be the 
Means to- ruin the Pope. That they that eat their 
God would eat us, Cc. | 

Theſe and many more ſuch kind of Expreſſions 
were thrown out againſt the Papiſis. And it was 
at laſt agreed for a Conference with the Lords to 


join 
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An. 1. James I. join with them in a Petition to the King to put 


Treaty was with Sword in Hand.“ 


the Laws in Force againſt them. 

The ſame Day, February 5th, Mr. Secretary 
Calvert put the Houſe in Mind of what thi- Par- 
liament was principally called for. The Ardua 
Regni, mentioned in the Writs, were to make good 
Laws, and to ſupply the King's Wants; which 
laſt was for to keep the State from Danger and 
Scorn, That this was more preſling and now a 
bleeding Buſineſs; therefore, though it was not 
uſual, yet, in reſpect to the Neceſſity and Rareneſs 
of the Caſe to begin firſt with this. That the 
King expected a Supply, in theſe his urgent Ne- 
ceſſities, and eſpecially to recover the Patrimony 
of his Children, that the King's Wants were known 
to be urgent; and how could it be otherwiſe, conſi- 
dering the vaſt Expences of the Crown, and the ſmall 
Means the King had received from his Subjects; ex- 
cept the Benevolence, none in ten Years Time.” 

»The King had ſtrove to leflen his Expences, 
being loth to burthen his People; Houſhold, 
Navy, Ordnance, Ireland, &c. The Crown not to 
be ſuffered to lie under this Burthen without Help. 
Dangerous, not to King only, but to Kingdom 
alſo; for they are Relatives not to be disjoia'd.” 

Though the King, for many juſt Cauſes, had 
hitherto been Neutral for Bohemia; in reſpect of 
Conſcience, Honour, Sc. Yet, for the Palati- 
nate, if not by Treaty, he was reſolved by War 
to regain it. But this admits of no Delay, one 
Day's Neglect may overthrow it. The State of 
it now is, that Sp nola hath conquered all but Hey- 
dellerg and two or three other Places; Bohemia 
defeated; all the Confederate Princes and Countries 
fall'n off, and reduced to the Emperor's Obedience. 
That this àffair had been referred to a Council of 
War, who have reported 30,000l. Charge for the 
firſt Year. The King already hath borrowed and 
employed in that Buſineſs 100,000]. That an ex- 
traordinary Embaſſage was ready; but the beſt 


* That 
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That all Chri/lendom was in Confuſion; Ger- An, 18. James I, 


many, Bohemia, the Low Countries, Sweden and 
Poland ; the Turk had got the greateſt Army they 
ever had, fince the Time of Sohman; which was 
to be ready by the 1ſt of March. This Circum- 
ſtance, alone, is very important to us; and it is 
not honourable for our King to have his Sword in 
his Sheath, when ſo many are drawn.” 

For our Grievances ; they are many and juſt ; 
no Body without ſome Sores; the King had pro- 
miſed a gracious Hearing on that Score; and he 
that will not take hold of it, betrayeth his Country 
for which he is truſted. Laſtly, he moved for a 
Committee.” 

Sir William Cope ſpoke next. He profeſſed his 
own Zeal to further the King's Buſineſs ; but was 
againſt the Queſtion for a Committee at that Time. 
He wiſhed this Parliament had been held a Year 
agoz but now it was fitting to look what was to 
be done. That the Supply, granted, muſt be di- 
vided; for Bohemia, the Palatinate, and for the 
King's other Wants; but a Committee was not fit 
now for any of them. That he expected a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe wovld fit every After- 
noon ; to conſider the State of Chriſtendom, Eng - 
land, the State of Wars, and the beſt Means to carry 
them on. This to be done by a general Commit- 
tee; which will be the greateſt Terror to the Ad- 
verſary.” 

The Treaſurer of the Houſhold ſaid, * That 
he beſeeched the Honourable Rouſe to confider, 
that never any well affected Subjects had greater 
Cauſe to be preſſed and make Supply for prevent- 
ing of preſſing Dangers. That there was no 
Doubt of the King's Willingneſs for Retribution. 
Open and free Dealing with him, were the beſt 
Means to work upon his Royal Diſpoſition. He 
promiſed all his own good Offices to further this ; 
and concluded, That whoſoever doth not ſo, be- 
trayeth both King and Kingdom.” 

ir John Davys. © I expected not this Motion, 


as this Day; but I think it fit, fince it is now 


moved. 


1620. 
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"An, 18. James I, moved, All Men run together to quench a Fire; 


1620. 


which is our Caſe. Though we are not ſo here; 
yet the Palatinate is on Fire; Religion is on Fire; 
and all other Countries on Fire.” 

© Though we begin this Matter now, we cannot 
end it ſo; though we agree on Subhidies, yet, there 
muſt be Time for drawing Bills, reading and paſ- 
fing them; Commiſſions, Levying, Paying in, &c. 
But this is the greateſt Cauſe, the greateſt Occaſi- 
on for a Supply, fince the Conqueſt. I ſhall men- 
tion four other Cauſes.” 

© I, For Recovery of the Haly- Land. 2. For 
the Redemption of Richard I. 3. For the Reco- 
very of France, 4. For ſaving of Feland ; but, 
the Recovery of the, Palatinate is greater than 
all.“ 

For the ſake of Feruſalem, there was a 2 
tual War, for 100 Years, at leaſt. Henry II. 
gave 50,000 Marks at that Time. Richard I. 
pawned all the Jewels and Demeſnes of the Crown, 
All this to obey the Pope's Commands and Impoſ- 
ture; which was to recover that bleſſed Land the 
Pope had curſed, but, his End, to uſurp their tem- 
poral Juriſdiction. We, for the Palatinate, have 
a juſt Title, they none.” 

For the ſecond. Richard I. his Ranſom was 
150,000 Marks; Plate of Religious Houſes, Cha- 
lices, &c. were melted down for it, This was a 
noble Work, and better than the French did; who 
left their King here, ſeveral Years, unranſomed. 
But Religion was not then in Queſtion, as it is 
now.“ 

So for the Wars in France; the Title was juſt, 

and though recover'd at laſt, yet there was great 
Expence about it. No Loſs, if it had not been 
meddled with at all. But, the Palatinate other- 
Wiſe; this is dangerous to the Low Countries, the 
United Princes, and the whole Prateſant Intereſt.“ 

For /reland, two Millions were diſburſed ; and 
fix Subjedies and twelve Fifteenths given here. Yet, 
the Loſs of Ireland not ſo dangerous as the Palati- 
nate; for the 1: would never long have endured 
Spaniſh 
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Spaniſh Tyranny, Therefore, I move, for giving An. 18. janet, . 

Vs very Day; and, no Doubt, God will bleſs it.“ 2 — 
On the other Hand, Sir George Moore ſaid, 

e That ſince diverſe Things had been propoſed, 

every Man expected and required Liberty of 

Speech. As free Choice ſo free Voice. That this 2, dom + 

was granted in the Proclamation before Parlia- 8 

ment, (7) and ſince, by the King's own Mouth. 

We live under Laws made by ourſelves ; other 

Nations are governed by the Civil Law ; and, he 

doubted not but every Man would keep himſelf 

within Bounds.” , 

That Religion and the Church were the prin- 
cipal Matters of a Parliament ; Grievances and 
Supply the next. Parliaments were antiently cal- 
led to relieve Grievances, as appears by the Sta- 
tute of Edward III. And many of thoſe were 
increaſed in this long Intermiſhon. That E/au 
came out firſt, yet Jacob was the Bleſſing. There- 
fore, he moved, That the Supply and Grievances 
might go Hand in Hand together; and that a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe might be appointed, to 
confider of both; but no Speech now de quanto.“ 

Sir James Perrot. If we differ with our E- 
quals, to have it done in Love; if, with our Su- 
periors, with Reſpect. Supply and Grievances 
to be as Twins; to go together and have no Pre- 
cedency. That there was a Proclamation to re- 
ſtrain ſpeaking of Matters of State, and the King's 
Speech confirmed it, There was, alſo, a Reſtraint 
put on petitioning in Religious Matters. Moved 
for a Petition to the King to explain himſelf what 
he intended by Matters of State. If Recuſants 
and the like, ſo Monopolies, &c. may come within 
the Compaſs of the Prerogative: Even, for the 
Palatinate, what to be given, how to be em- 
ployed, &, may come within Compaſs of Matter 
of State, TA Committee _ form ſuch a Peti- 
tion, and bring it into the Houſe To-morrow. 
Is againſt Conference with the Lords; Fruftra fit 
per plura, quod fieri poteſt per pauciora. He w_- 

Qn 


(7) See before p. 312, 


„ 
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u 78. James 1, honoured all the Lords in general; but, in the laſt 


Parliament they rejected Conference; if they de- 
nied them again it would be a Prejudice. Moved 
for a Committee to conſider of a Petition to his 
Majeſty to the Purpoſe above.” 

The Maſter of the Rolls. I commend the 


| laſt Gentleman's Speech, but differ from him, in 


ſending a Meſſage to the King about that which 
he yielded before, as freely and fully as could be. 
I hope that none will abuſe this Liberty of Speech, 
and, if they do, that this Houſe would puniſh 
them for it, before Notice be given of it to the 
King.” 
6 0. the Neceſſities of the Kingdom; all who 
have ſpoken have done it to one End; every one 
hath a ſpecial Intereſt in it, in regard to his Eſtate, 
Children, Sc. He ſpeaketh both for King and 
Kingdom. The Hazard of the King's Grand- 
Children which are five, deſcended from the Lady 
Elizabeth. The Relief is thought neceſſary by 
all; the Queſtion, only, of the Time when to 
treat of it. Tf not ſpeedily, it will do no Good; 
neceſſary Delays, though begun now, muſt make 
it long before it be received. I agree that Supply 
and Grievances go together; and that half the 
Houſe may attend one and half the other. Ne- 
ceſſity is a Sara azainſt which there is no Reaſon- 
ing. Let both be reported together. The King 
hath more Deſire to redreſs our Grievances, than 
we to ſupply him.” | 

Sir Eaward Cote. Virtus filere in Convivi, 
Vitium in Conſilio. I joy that all, are bent with 
Alacrity againſt the Enemies of God and us; Je- 


ſuits, Seminaries, and Popiſh Catholics; it was 


a Grievance complained of the 8th of this Reign, 
that the Laws againſt Recuſants were not executed; 
I would have all thoſe Grievances, 8 Fac. review- 
ed, of which that was one; if any new increaſed 


to take ſpecial Conſideration of them. J and Po- 
Fham were thirty Days in Examination of the 


Pawder-Plit at the Tower, The Root of it was 
out 
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out of all the Countries belonging to the Pope, An. 18. James I, 
And Faux repented him that he had not done it. 1620. 
God then, and in 1588, delivered us for Religion's 
Sake.” 
The Privileges of the Houſe concern the whole 
Kingdom ; which, like a Circle ends where it be- 
gan. But take heed, we loſe not our Liberties, 
by petitioning for Liberty to treat of Grievan- 
ces, £&c. No Proclamation can be of Force a- 
inſt an Act of Parliament. In Edward the 3d's 
Time, a Parliament was holden every Year, that 
the People might complain of Grievances. If a 
Proclamation comes againſt this; the Law is to 
be obeyed and not the Proclamation. The 4th 
Henry VIII. Strowde moved againſt the Stannary 
Court ; but was fined after the Parliament, and 
impriſoned by the Steward of the Stannary. 
Thereupon, a Law enſued, for Freedom of Speech 
in the Houſe; but it ought to be done in due and | 
orderly Manner.” C 
My Motior is, that the Grievances may be N 
ſet down; thoſe that are nought in Radice, or 
Tradtu Temporis, firſt, The King's ordinary 
Charge and Expences much about one; the ex- 
traordinary ever born by the Subject; therefore 
the King can be no Beggar. And. if all the Corn 
be brought to the right Mill, I will venture my 
whole Eſtate, that the King's will defray his ordi- 
nary Charges. Laſtly, he moved for a Commit- : 
tee of the whole Houſe for Grievances ; and ſaid And Grievances, 
the Remedying them would encourage the Houſe, 
and enable them to encreaſe the Supply.” 
[The Upſhot of this Debate, was, that, at laſt, 
it was put to the Queſtion, Whether a Petition to 
the King for Freedom of Speech, againſt Recu- 
ſants, the Buſineſs of the Supply, and for Grie- 
vances, ſhould be referred to a — of the 
whole Houſe? And it was reſolved to go upon 
them that Afternoon. 
But we hear no more of this Matter of Supply 
for a long Time. The public Grievances got the 


Upper 
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An. 18. James I. Upper Hand of it intirely ; and the Houſe of Com- 
1620. 


Proceedin 


mons applied themſelves ſo cloſely to this Point, and . 
the Cenſuring of Delinquents in Patents and Mo- 
nopolies at Home, that they ſeem'd to have, in a 
manner, intirely forgot the Palatinate and all other 
Affairs Abroad. 

In order to begin the Reformation with them- 
ſelves, the firſt they laid Hands on was a Member 
of their own Houle, Sir Giles Mompeſſon, a Pro- 


againſt Sir Giles jector, and a great Dealer and Patentee. This 


Mompeſſon, a 


Monopoliſt and 


Patentee, 


— — = — — — - 


Man they convened betore them, and ordered him 
into Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms; but he, be- 
ing conſcious of his Guilt, found Means to make 
his Eſcape and fled beyond Sea, The Particulars 
of this Affair beſt appear in the Fournels of the 


Lords, to whom the Commons carried their Com- 


plaint againſt the ſaid Sir Giles, and others concer- 
ned with him in the Execution of his Projects : 
All the judicial Proceedings both againſt this Man, 
and others of much higher Rank, in the Sequel, 
being tranſacted before this ſupreme Court of Ju- 
dicature. We ſhall therefore now return back to 
the Lords where we left off, in the diurnal Ac- 
count from that Authority. 

March 3d. A Meſſage from the Lower Houſe 
was delivered to the Lords by Sir Edward Coke, 
attended by ſeveral Knights, Citizens and Burgeſ- 
ſes, to this Effect: 

* That the Houſe of Commons had entered in- 
to a due Conſideration of divers heavy Grievan- 
Ces, and do deſite a Conference about them; leav- 
ing the Time, Number and Place to their Lord- 
ſnips Appointment. He further added, as Part of 
what they had enjoined him to fay, That whilſt 
their Houſe was thus, amongſt themſelves, in 
Treaty and Advice, the principal Offender, Sir 
Giles Mempoſi, was eſcaped. Therefore, the Com- 
mons did defire ſtrict Scrutiny ſhould be made for 
finding him out within the Realm.” 

The Meſſengers being withdrawn, the Lords 


agreed to the Conference ; the Number, the whole 
Houſe, 
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Houſe; the Time and Place, Monday next, March An. 18. James l. 
1620, 


5th, at two in the Afternoon, in the Painted- 
Chamber. Sir Edward Cate and the reſt were 
again called, and the Lord Chancellor acquainted 
them, That the Houſe had agreed to meet with 
the Commons, as above ; and that their Lordſhips 
would give their beſt Aid and Aſſiſtance for finding 
out the Offender. On which Anſwer, Sir Ea- 
ward defired to explain his Meſſage a little further 
and declared that the Commons were not fully 
provided for a Conference ſo ſoon ; but that his 
Meaning was, T hat if their Lordſhips would be 
pleaſed to yield to one, then the other Houſe would 
prepare the Buſineſs ſo as it might give leaſt Inter- 
ruption to their Lordſhips greater Affairs: And, 
when they were ready, would return and ac- 
quaint their Lordſhips with it. The Chancellor 
anſwered, That the Lords would ſuſpend the 
Time, till the Commons were ready for the Con- 
ference. 

Several Propoſals were then made for the appre- 
hending of this great Offender, Sir Giles Mompe/ſon ; 
and a Meſſage was ſent to the Lower Houſe to ac- 
quaint them, That they had appointed a Com- 
mittee of forty Lords, of which the Prince was 
the firſt, to confer with a Number of the Com- 
mons, immediately, about that Point. The Lord 
Zouch, Warden of the Cingue-Ports, was ordered 
to ſend his Warrant thither, to ſearch ſor and ap- 
przhend the ſaid Sir Giles, if he ſhould attempt 
to eſcape that Way. The two Lords Preſidents, 
of Wales and of the Council at Yor+,* were order- 
ed to cauſe ſtrict Search to be made in the ſeveral 
Ports under their Charge. T'he Lord Treaſurer 
had the-ſame Charge given him, to take Care that 


all Officers of the Cuſtoms and other Officers, 


within the Ports, Havens and Creeks of this Land, 
be warned of this Buſineſs. Laſtly, Orders were 


given to the Lord-Admiral that be ſhould inſtruct 


all Vice-Admirals and other Maritime Offi ers, 
. under 
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Aa. 28. James I. under his Juriſdiction, to make the like Search for 
1620, this extraordinary Runagate (s). 

All theſe Orders and Directions of the Lords 
being told to the Committee of the Commons, they 
approved of them, with Thanks; and only defi- 
red that a more private Search might be made for 
the Offender. Accordingly, a Warrant was or- 
dered to be drawn, as from the Houſe of Lords, 
and ſigned by the Chancellor, as their Speaker; 
and the Lord Chamberlain, the Earls of Arundele 
and Southampton, the Lords Hun/den and Houghton, 
were appointed for that Purpole. Which War- 
rant, being drawn, read and approved on, was 
ordered to be directed to the Deputy-Clerk of 
the Crown, and Clerk of Parliament, and to all 
Mayors, Bailiffs, &c. 

In the midſt of theſe Orders and Directions, the 
Lord- Admiral, the Marquiſs of Buckingham, decla- 
red openly to the Houſe how much he had been 
deceived and abuſed by this Offender, Sir Giles 
Mempeſſon; who, but very lately, had wrote to 
him, proteſting his Innocency ; affirming that 

| what was objected againſt him was but Matter of 
Cavil ; and that he defired, only, a legal Trial 
| by due Courſe of Law. | 
March 5th. The Lord Chancellor acquainted the 
Lords, that the Deputy-Clerk of the Crown and the 
Clerk of Parliament, with ſuch others as they had 
thought fit 'to allow of, had according to their 
| Lordſhips Direction, made Search into the ſeveral 
| | Houſes of Sir Giles Mompeſſon, Sir Francis Mitchell, 
, and in the Houſe called and uſed as for the Exerciſe 
| and Execution of Letters Patents, concerning 
| Gold and Silver Thread, &c. in Madſtreet; and 
| that in each Search the ſaid Clerks had brought 
i away divers Books and Writings, concerning ſuch 
Matters wherewith the ſaid Sir Giles Mompeſſon 
ſtandeth charged; which they had ſealed up, ac- 
cording to the Direction of the Houſe. fs 
| ords 


(% There is the Form of a Proclamation from the King, dated 
March zd, in Rymer's public As, for apprehending Sir Grier 
Mempeſſon, Tom. XVII. P. 284. 5 
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Lords ordered that the ſaid Things, ſo ſealed up, An. 18. James1, 


ſhould be ſafely kept by the Clerk of Parliament; 
until, upon Motion from the Lower Houſe, their 
Lordſhips ſhould be pleaſed to give further Direc- 
tion, about delivering them to ſuch Members of 
that Houſe as ſhould be aſſigned to receive the ſaid 
Books and Papers, for the better Manifeſtation of 
the Truth in ſuch Matters as the faid Sir Giles 
ſtood charged with. 


The ſame Day the Lord- Admiral, Buckingham, 


1620. 


made a Motion to the Houſe, That fince the Motion for ao 


Education of Youth, eſpecially of Quality and Ac 


Worth, is a Matter of great Conſequence; there- 
fore to provide that ſuch Perſons, in their tender 


Years, do not ſpend their Time fruitleſly, about 
the Town or elſewhere, his Lordſhip wiſhed that 


ſome good and fit Courſe might be taken for the 


Erection and Maintenance of an Academy, for 


the breeding and bringing up of the Nobility and 
Gentry of this Kingdom, in their younger and 
tender Age ; and for a free and voluntary Contri- 
bution, from Perſons of Honour and Quality, for 
that Purpoſe.” 

This Motion was generally liked and commend- 
ed, and many grave and judicious Speeches were 
uſed, by ſeveral Lords, touching the moſt conſider- 
able and material Points, and the perfect Accom- 
pliſhments of this moſt honourable Project. Some 
concerning the Place where ſuch an Academ 
ſhould be placed and erected; others, what Quali- 
fications, Arts, Sciences and Exerciſes ſhould be 
there taught and practiſed; then, how to be main- 
tained ; and to what Kind of young Geatlemen 
Freedom ſhall be given to reſort or live there as they 
ſhall pleaſe, with other Circumſtances. And, in 
order that the Matters and Points aforeſaid might, 
with more Conveniency, be opened and diſcuſſed, 
the Houſe was adjourned during Pleaſure. 

The fame Day Sir Thomas Edmonds, with o- 
thers, from the Commons, delivered this Meſlage 


That the Commons had ſent a former Meſſage 


to their Lordſhips for a Conference touching cer- 
Vol. V, . tain 


demy for Per- 
ſons of ity. 
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An, 18. James I. tain Grievances, principally, concerning Sir Giles 

1620. Afompeſſon, and this Houſe yielding thereto had ap- 
pointed the preſent _ for that Purpoſe, if the | 

Commons were ready for it. Therefore he was 

ordered to ſay, that they were not ſufficiently pro- 

vided for the Buſineſs, nor cannot be till Thu /day 

in the Afternoon, if their Lordſhips ſhould find 

that Day convenient. This was agreed to by the 

Lords, and the whole Houſe to be a Committee 

to meet on that Occafion.* 

Then the Houſe appointed a Committee to 
conſider of the Academy aforementioned ; con- 
ſiting of the Prince, the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury,the Lord Chancellor, the Archbiſhop of York, 
the Lord Treaſurer, the Lord Admiral, the Earl 
of Oxferd, &c. The Lord Chief Juſtice, and the 
Attorney General to attend them, to meet in the 

. Council-Chamber at Whitehall, 

March 6. After reading a Bill, brought in by 
the Biſhops, for puniſhing divers Abuſes commit- 
ted on the Sabbath Day, called Sunday ; the Lords 
received a Meſſage ſrom the Commons, That 
they had taken Notice of ſome Warrants, iſſued 
by their Lordſhips, for Search in certain Places for 

| Papers concerning Sir Giles Mompeſſon. That the 
Parties, therein employed, had found and brought 

i g in certain Papers ſealed up, alſo, a Trunk and a 

ö Bag in which other Papers and Books are ſealed up, 

which they deſire may be delivered to them. That 

| one. Queſtion had been made by the Perſons ſo 
| employed, concerning their Power, and they defire 
| further Warrant, from the Lords, to authorize them 
| to open Locks, Doors or Cheſts, that their Search 
| may be more enlarged.” Anſwer. * That the 
| Lords do grant the Requeſt of the Commons in all 
| its Points; and will give Direction for the proper 
= |! additional Words to be added to the Warrant.” 

AR relating to March 8. Amongſt other Bills of leſs Conſe- 
| erecting Hoſpi- quence, One was read for reviving and making per- 
. „ petual an Act paſſed in the 39th of Eig. entitled, 

{| An d for erecting of Hoſpitals, and Abiding and 

| Warking- Houſes for the Poor. And the Biſhop of 


or 
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| Bangor informing the Houſe, © That, tohis Know- An. 


: 


ledge, eighteen Hoſpitals were at this Time impea- 
ched touching their Incorporations ; Orders were 
given to the Attorney General to draw a Bill for 
the Confirmation of Hoſpitals already founded.” 
he Lords Committees for the Orders, Cuſtoms 
and Privileges of the Houſe, Cc. baving met ac- 
cording to their Directions, defired that certain of 
them may be appointed to attend his Majeſty; with 
an humble Requeſt, I hat he will be pleaſed to aſe 
ſign them a Day, when they may all come and give 
him Satisfaction in ſome Points relating to his Pre- 
rogative. Eight of them were immediately ap- 
pointed for that Purpuſe. 1 Adjourned to the 12th. 
March 12. The Hoſpital Act was read a third 
Time and paſſed; alſo, another for Confirmation 
of an Hoſpital, called King James's Hoſpital, 
founded in the Charter-Heuſe, in the County of 
Middleſex, at the humble Petition and ſole Coſts 
and Charges of Thomas Sutton, Eſſj © 
Then the LordChancellor, moving from his Place 
to his Seat as a Peer, reported what paſſed at the laſt 
Conference of both Houſes; the Inducement of 
which was, to clear the King's Honour touching 
Grants to Sir Giles Mompeſſon, and the Means of 
procuring the ſame. 


18. James I. 
1620, | 


The Effect of this Conference was, That the Further Proceeds 
King, on the Petition of the ſaid Sir Giles, to have ings againft Sir 


a Patent to reform Abuſes in divers Innkeepers, and 
a Warrant to compound for the Penalty of obſo- 
lete Laws touching the Prices of Horſe- Meat, 
had- referred the ſame to ſeveral Judges, for the 
Point of Law ; and to divers Lords, for the Point 
of Commodity. That his Majeſty had ſhewn 
the like Care, in granting the Patent for Monopoly 
of the fole making of Gold and Silver Thread. 
That Sir Henry Yelverton, Attorney General to 
the King, had adviſed the ſame to be returned in- 
to his Majeſty's own Hands, and then by Inden- 


tures to authorize divers Perſons to manage it; 


but, that this, alſo, was referred by his Majeſty to 
the Conſideration of * of his Council. 3 
2 t 


ſon, 
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An. 18. James I. the Benefit ariſing to the King was made over to 


1620. 


others, pro Tempore; that the Authority, granted 
by the King, was much abuſed in the Execution 
thereof, to the intolerable Grievance of the Sub- 
jet; and, laſtly, that much Impoſture was uſed 
in the Trade.” 3 

The Lord Chamberlain then ſtood up, and de- 
clared to the Houſe, That, at the ſaid Confe- 
rence with the Houſe of Commons, two great. Lords, 
meaning the Lord Chancellorand the Lord Treaſu- 
rer, ſpoke in their own Defence ; not being allowed 
ſo to do, when Committees are named, and the ſaid 
Conference directed and limited by this Houſe ; 
which was againſt the antient Orders thereof. — 
Therefore, his Lordſhip moved that an Order may 
now be entered to prevent the like hereafter.” 
The Motion was agreed to, with this Addition, 


Reſolutions as to * That the faid Lords ſhould give the Houſe Satis- 
Preach of Or- faction, by an Acknowledgment of their Error 


der in the Houſe 


of Lords; 


herein.” 

Whereupon the Lord Chancellor, removing a- 
gain to his Seat as a Peer, did acknowledge, that, 
contrary tothe Orders of the Houſe, he had ſpoken, 
at the laſt Conference, more than he had Direction 


from the Houſe to do, and owned that he had erred 


therein. Which Acknowledgment the Lords, in 
general, accepted of. The Treaſurer, alſo, did 
the ſame ; and then it was particularly ordered 
that theſe Acknowledgments ſhould be entered in 
the Fournals. Moved by the Lord Spencer and a- 
greed io, That no Lords of this Houſe are to be 
Called, Great Lords, becauſe they are all Peers.” 
The Lords taking into Conſideration the Grie- 
vances complained of by the Houſe of Commons, 
it was agreed, That a ſeleft Committee ſhould be 
choſen to confer with that Houſe, as well to de- 
mand of them ſuch Letters-Patent, Commiſſions, 
Warrants, Examinations and other Writings, 
which concerned the Grievances; as, alſo, to re- 
ceive, by Word of Mouth, ſuch further Informa- 


tions as might conduce to the proying of ſuch 
| Griev- 
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Grievances as they had complained of. A Com- An. 18. James I, 


mittee was appointed, conſiſting of the Prince, 
three great Officers, five Earls, fix Biſhops and fix 
Barons. | 

A Meſſage was then ſent to the Commons to 
defire a Conference, and after a long Stay, An- 
ſwer returned, That they accepted of their Lord- 
ſhips Motion, and would appoint Fifty of their 
Houſe to meet them at Nine in the Morning. 
That their Committee ſhould bring with them all 
the Letters-Patent, & cc. which the Lords required 
to ſee concerning the Grievances ; and ſhould, 
likewiſe, inform their Lordſhips of ſuch other 
verbal Proofs, which they had received about them. 
The long Stay of the Meſſengers was excuſed, by 
their being, when the other came, debating the 
Bill of Subſidy ; which was now, ordered by them 
to be engroſſed. | 

Moved by the Lord Admiral, That the antient 
Order of the Houſe was, That, before any new 
Buſineſs be begun, the Matter in Hand be firſt de- 
termined z and this to be entered. 

The fame Day, March 12, the Earl of Arun- 
del reported to the Houſe, © That on the 11th In- 
{tant the Lords Committees for Privileges, &c. 
attended his Majeſty, according to Order, and that 
his Majeſty was pleaſed to reſt ſatisfied, as well in 


theirenquiring of Privileges, belonging to the Peers, And Matters ot 


1620. 


as, alſo, that they did no Ways trench into the Privilege. 


Royal Prerogative, as the Judges had ſuggeſted un- 
to the ſaid Committee. His Lordſhip further re- 
ported, That his Majeſty was pleaſed, of himſelf, 
to take Notice, That he underſtood the Peers con- 
ceived it a Privilege, belonging unto them, to 
proteſt only upon their Honours, and not to be put 
to their Oaths, in Suits, as ordinary Subjects were. 
To which the Lords anſwered, * That it was very 
true the Houſe had taken Conſideration of it; and 
found much Cauſe to think, that in the Time of 
divers of his Royal Progenitors they had enjoyed 


that Privilege ; W 2 thought the 3 


3 
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1 of later Times had invaded, to their Diſadvantage; 

610. hy encroaching upon it by little and little, when 
they were not careful of it. But withal, they told 
his Majeſty that this was no Part of their Errand 
to him; and therefore beſought him to conceive, 
that what they ſpoke was only as private Men, 
who were no Way authorized, at this Time, in 
theſe Points, from the Houſe. His Majeſty ſaid, 
That he underſtood it ſo, but deſired them to 
anſwer him one Queſtion ingenuouſly, which was, 
Whether they thought Proteflation, upon Honour or 
Oath, to bind them mare To which, the Lords 
all anſwered, und Voce, That they conceiyed Pro- 
teſtation, upon Honour, to bind more than Oath 
did; as being the ſame before God and before the 
World; and, in regard to the Truſt given to 
their Degree, a far greater Charge. Adding, that 
they conceived the conſtant and undoubted U- 
ſage of trying Peers, for their Honours, Blood, 
Lives and Eſtates, upon their Honour only, di 
plainly prove it; and that they thought no pal 
Age had produced any Example of Inconvenience 
in the Practice of it.” His Majeſty ſeemed fully 
ſatisſied, and bid them tell the Houſe from him, 
+ That he willingly agreed. to this Privilege, fo as 
they would take Care the Common Jufire of this 
Kingdom might not ſuffer in it. And, that he 
was ſo. far from diminiſhing their Privileges, 
that he would' rather add unto them any that were 


fit. "2087S $5 * 1 

f Harch 13. The Names of the Committee for 
the Conference, to be had this Morning, with the 
Houſe of Commons, were read. Moved by the 
Earl of Arundele, * That the whole Houſe (as a 
Committee) might conſider of the Buſineſs, now 
to be handled, in the Conference, with the Houſe 
of Commons; which was generally agreed to.“ 
Whercupon the Lord Chancellor, moving from 
his Place to his Seat as a Peer, after long Debate, 
-it was. concluded and agreed to, That the Lord 
Chamberlain ſhould begin the ſaid Conference; and 
that it ſhall be lawful for any of the Lords of — 
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Committee freely to queſtion with the Commons; An. 18. James I. 
1620, 


to this Intent, only, to be informed of their Proofs 
of the Grievances of which they complain; and, 
to that End, to enter into Diſputes and Arguments 
with them, and to appoint another Meeting, if the 
Cauſe ſhall ſo require. 

It was furtheragreed © That the Attorney Gene- 
ral ſhould be Aſſiſtant to the ſaid Lords of the Com- 
mittee ; and ſhould take Notes of the Proofs pro- 
duced in the Conference; and, That any Lord 
might, alſo, take Notes thereof, and compare the 
ſame with others. The Lord Chamberlain to 
make Report thereot to the Houſe, 

At the Return of the Committee from the Con- 
ference, the Lord Chamberlain reported, T hat the 
Committee of the Lower Houſe defired tobe excuſed 
from entering into verbal Information and Diſputes, 
for that they had no Authority ſo to do. Bur, 
That they, humbly, defired Leave to return to 
their Houſe for ſuch Authority, and to meet again 
upon the ſame Buſineſs.” 

In the Journals of the Commons, as this Day, 
is an Entry That when Sir Edward Coke made the 
Report of this laſt Conference, in that Houſe ; he 
told them, T hat their Proceedings were highly ap- 
plauded, both by the Prince and all the Lords, 
And the Lord of Bucks, having Leave to ſpeak, 
delivered himſelf to this Effect: 


He firſt ſaid, * That the King was both Paſſive The Marquis of 
Buckingham's 

Speech in relati- 
on to Grievances» 


and Active in theſe Affairs: Paſſive by his Majeſty's 
gracious Acceptance of theſe Proceedings in Par- 
liament; which was plain that the King loved 
Plaineſs: Active, in that he ſtrikes whilſt the Iron 
is hot; and ſince the King was willing to grant 
all we can aſk, let us leave Formality and aſk real 
Things.” 

bat, for his own Part, fince he had been 
righted in their Houſe, he would do all his beſt 
Endeavours to further the Good both of King and 
Kingdom; which could not be ſevered. That 
now he knew the Wiſdom of Parliaments, he 
would ſubmit himſelf to be a Scholar to _ 
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ames], That two of his Brothers being drawn into 
_ Queſtion, on theſe Affairs, he would not defend 
them; but leave them to the Cenſure of Parlia- 
ment. That he who begot theſe two, had, alſo, 
ot one who would ſeek for their Puniſhment.” 
he ſame Day a Meſſage from the Lower Houſe 
was brought by Sir Edward Coke, and others, 
US. 

© That whereas, at a Meeting for a Conference 
this Morning, the Lords Committees of this ho- 
nourable Houſe defired to receive of them, not on- 
ly all Letters- Patent and other Writings, but, alſo, 
verbal Informations of all other Matters whereof 
they had made Uſe in the Proof of their Grieyances, 
now complained of : And foraſmuch as then they 
had no Authority to enter into Diſpute, or to give 
any verbal Information thereof, they had humbly de- 
fired Leave to return to their Houſe to receive ſuch 
Authority for the fame: They do now humbly 
implore another Meeting, on Thur/day next, by 
Nine in the Morning, at ſuch Place as their Lord- 
ſhips ſhall appoint ; and they will come prepared to 
give them full Satisfaction. Anſwer. * The 
Lords have conſidered of this their Requeſt -and 
will meet them, at the Time defired, in the Pain- 
ted-Chamber, Nothing elſe material done. 
8 to Thurſday. | 
cb 15. A Meſſage from the Lower Houſe 
was brought by Sir Edward Coke, and others, That 
they had returned the Prince's Bill, intituled, An 
The Prince of Ac to enable the Moſt Excellent Prince Charles to 
Wales's Bill make Leaſes of Lands, Parcel of his Highneſs's Dutchy 
patſed Nen. Con. 4 Cornwall; and declared, That the fame paſſed 

their Houſe with much Cheerfulneſs and Alacrity, 
una Voce. | | 
When the Lords of the Committee were ready 
to go to the Conference about Grievances, the Lord 
Treaſurer declared, * That as every Man ought to 
have a high Eſteem of his Honour, ſo he ought not 
to be ſo raſh as to infringe the Orders of this Ho- 
nourable Houſe : That many might think him pe- 
xemptory, in Defence of his Honour, the other 
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Day; but he proteſted it was not out of any Pride; An. 


for he freely confeſſed he ſpake, at the laſt Confe- 
rence, more than he ought, by the ancient Orders 
of this Houſe ; but he neither loved Error, nor 
will contemn Order ; and, therefore, moved, That 
whatſoever was ſpoken of him, or by him, might 
= be prejudicial in their Proceedings in this Buſi- 
neſs.” 

' Aﬀter the Conference the Lord Chamberlain re- 
ported to the whole Houſe what had been done at 
it; which was to this Effect: 


18. 7 
_— 


That the Commons had delivered in a Decla- Report from the 
ration of their Grievances, and the Capita of their Committee on 


Proofs, in Writing, fub Proteſtatione not to be a 
Precedent for them to deliver in their Proofs, in 
Writing, hereafter.” 

© Their Grievances were grounded upon Grants 
of the Forfeitures and Diſpenſations of penal Sta- 
tutes, for Inns, Grants of Monopolies for Gold 
and Silver-T hread, and Grants of Concealments.” 

C 8 penal Statutes, they highly com- 
mended his Majeſty's Care, both now and in former 
Times, in referring the ſame to the Judges and his 
Privy-Council, and his Reſolution not to grant Di- 
ſpenſations therein.” 

For the Grants of Monopolies, they ſhewed, 
That many Grants of the like Nature have been 
queſtioned in former Times, and reſolved to be 
unlawful.' For Inſtance, 

In the Monopoly of ſweet Wines, granted by 
King Philip, ta the Town of Southampton.” 

The Monopoly of Starch.” 

© Monopoly for making Salt adjudged void; for 
that the Invention, alledged in the Grant, was not 
new.” 

Monopoly of Train Oil.” 

© Monopoly for Cards.“ 

As to the Grants of Concealments, they ſhewed 
how diſhonourable it was for any Lord to grant 
the like, much more for a King : That a Cathe- 
dral Church and twelve Hoſpitals were ſwallowed 
up thereb): That it was contrary to the King's 

| Royal 


* 15. 
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1, Royal Direclion in his Book of Bounty; w 
he refuſeth to be moved with Grants of that! 
ture. } 52647) 
- They ſet forth their Care in theſe three Points, 
vig. Len. 
1. Not to meddle with the King $ Prerogative. 
OD Jo preſerve the King's Honour.“ 
« 3. To reſtore the Subjects their Wealth.” 
IT hat they bad delivered the Patents, Commiſ- 
bons, and other Writings, demanded of them. 
Two of the Declarations of the ſaid Grievances, 
concerning Inns and Concealments, were Then 


read.“ After this, 


The Lord Houghton declared to the Houſe many 
Abuſes dane to the Servanta of divers Biſhops, by 
Pages, and others. The Examination whereof 
Was teferred to Mr Baron Denham, Sir William 


| Bird, and Sir, James Waalridge ; who were to exa- 


mine the ſaid Abuſes with Expedition; and. the 
ords condeſcended, that if any of their Pages, or 
Servants, had been, guilty of ſuch AU they 
might alſo be examined. 

"The Lord #entworth moved, and it was order- 
ed, TT hat no Bill, but the Prince's Bill, Qtould: be 
read, until the Buſineſs of Sir Giles Mompeſſon; be 
paſt ang termined. . The Houſe to fit, on Con- 
vocation; Days, for che more ſpeedy Diſpatch of 
that Buſineſs. Adjourned till Two in the After- 
noon. 

_ Marth 15. 5ſt Meridiem, According to the an- 
cient Qrdersof.the Houſe, begun with Prayers in the 
Afternoon : Which done, the third Declaration 
of Grievances, concerning Gold and Silver- Thread, 
was read. The Lord Chancellor opened the moſt 
conſide * Points in it, which he conceived to be 
five: Fir, The Patents, which are three, and the 
Points in Law concerning the fame. Next, What 
Parties are to be charged for the ſame. TheProots, 
wherein are to be conſidered what hath been deli- 
vered by. the Commons; and what may be further 
found our, and how- The Puniſhment to be in- 
fied on the Offender. Lolly, The 3 
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and Manner of the Puniſhment, according to the —_ 


Quality of the Offender. 

It was then debated by the Lords on which of 
t oints to begin ; ; and that it might be carried 
on more freely, it was agreed that the whole 
Houſe ſhould be a Committee ad Libitum : On 
agg the Chancellor left his Place, and fat as a 

cer. | 

It was moved by the Lord Spencer, and ſeconded 
by Lord Wentworth, That Sir Allen Apſiey, with 
T wedy, Milmot and Ferret, who abuſed the Execu- 
tion of thoſe Patents, ſhould be ſent for and com- 
mitted” to Cuſtody. 

The Earl of Southampton moved, © To begin 
firſt with the Execution of the Patents by the Pa- 
tentees and their Agents; and, as there were three 
Patents complained of; to int three Commit- 
tees, of a new Number, each Committee to exa- 
mine the Execution of one 2 Patent. Alſo, becauſe 
the Lower Houſe could-not, nor did not, take the 
Examinations, to them delivered, on Oath ; there- 
fore that the Witneſſes might be ſent for, and ſworn 
to their Examinations. Which Motion was ſe- 
conded by the Lord Chancellor with this Addition, 
„That the Oath is to be given publickly in the 
Houſe ; for that it could not be adminiſtred in a 
Committee.” All which Motions, on the 'Que- 
ſtion, were agreed to. 

Next follow the Names of the Lords appointed 
for the three Committees, which may be omitted ; 
as well as the Order of the Times for ſitting, with 
other Directions; and wait for the Reports made 
from each in the Ba s following. 

March 16. The Cad Chamberlain, being the 
firſt of the Committee on the Grievances by the 
Patent of Inns, declared, * That whereas it was 
Yeſterday ordered that Parties, whoſe Examinations 

ere to be taken on Oath, ſhould be ſworn in open 
Cott, it appeared that the Gentlemen under- 
named, whoſe Teftimony is very neceſſary, are 
Members of the Lower Houſe ; ; and therefore he 
defired, that a Meſſage ſhould be firſt ſent, with 


great 


8 


: 


An. 18. James I. 
1620. 
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at Reſpect, to the other Houſe, before they be 
worn. Their Names were Sir Francis Fane, Knt. 
Sir Richard. Titchburn,  Knt. Sir Francis Goodwin, 
Knt. (t) John Drale, Eſq; and Richard Weſton, Eſq; 
A Meſlage was accordingly ſent to the Com- 
mons about this Buſineſs; who returned for An- 
ſwer, * That as it was a Matter of great and 
weighty Conſequence, they would take it into 
Conſideration, and ſend an Anſwer by Meſſengers 
of their own.” This occaſioned a long Debate in 
that Houſe, which laſted all that Day. 

March 17. A Meſlage from the Lower Houſe, 
by Sir Edward Coke, and others, intimating, 
That the Commons had been acquainted ſome 
Perſons of their Houſe were defired to teſtify, upon 
Oath, their Knowledge concerning the Grievances 
complained againſt that wretched Man, Sir Giles 


Mompeſſan, and others: That the Parties ſo requi- 


red had offered themſelves to be ſworr. ; and there- 
fore that Houſe will not be ſcrupulous herein, as 
the Lords may perceive their Concurrence and Rea- 
dineſs to expedite that Buſineſs: Which Meſſage 
was gratefully acknowledged by the Lords. And 
the aforeſaid five Members deſiring a Day's Reſpite 
to put down their ſeveral Depoſitions in Writing, 
to which they were to be ſworn, it was granted. 

March 19. A Memorandum is enter'd, That, 
by Reaſon of want of Health and Indiſpoſition of 
the Lord Chancellor, a Commiſſion was awarded 
to Sir James Ley, Knt. and Bart. Lord Chief Ju- 
ſtice of the King's Bench, ſign'd by the King, and 
under the Broad Seal, to execute that Office in his 
Stead. The Commiſſion is at length in the Jour- 
nal; but is of no great Significancy here. 
We ſhall ſoon find what was the Chancellor's 


- 


Ded | | 

The ſame Day a Meſſage was ſent from the 
Commons by Sir Fulk Grevile, and others. That 
the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes of that Houſe 
have ſent up to the Lords a Bill of Subfidies ; 


which, 


(e. See before, p. 56. 
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which, as it paſſed that Houſe with great and ge- An. 18. Janes I. 
neral Alacrity and Expedition, they doubted not 


but the Lords will, with the like Chearfulneſs, ex- 
pedite the ſame,” | | 

In the Midſt of their Inquiries into public Grie- 
vances, the Commons had thought fit to conſider 
the Neceſſities of the State, and grant the King a 
Supply. March 12. the Subſidy Bill was debated 
in that Houſe, and, at laſt put to two Queſtions, 
Whether the Bill ſhould be recommitted ? which 
paſſed in the Negative; and, Whether to be engroſ- 


ſed, or no? which laſt was carried for engroſſing, he Saby Bil 
without one negative Voice, On the 18th it paſ- paſſed Unani- 
ſed the Lower Houſe, and was ordered to be ſent mouſſy. 


up to the Lords, as abovementioned. We can- 
not omit, that a Meſſage from the King was deli- 
vered to this Houſe, on their Unanimity, &:c. in 
paſſing the Subſidy Bill, That he returned them 
Thanks for their Chearfulneſs in it ; and looked 
upon it as giving him their Hearts and all.” 

When this Bill for granting two entire Subſidies, 
by the Temporality, was read a firſt Time by the 
Lords, the Lord Chief Juſtice repeated the laſt 
Proviſo of the Act, which declares, * That ſince 
it is not uſual to grant a Subſidy at the Beginning 
of a Parliament, they defire it may not be drawn 
into a Precedent, nor be prejudicial hereafter, as 
the Royal Aſſent may be given, by Commiſſion, 
or other wiſe, forthe ſpeedy levying of the ſame, the 
Parliament till fitting.” Ordered that this Bill be 
read again in the Afternoon. | 

Another Meſſage came from the other Houſe, 
brought by Sir Robert Philips, and others, * That, 
in their Search into the Abuſes of Courts, they found 
Abuſes in certain eminent Perſons ; for the which 
they defire a Conference, that fuch Courſe may be 
taken for the Redreſs thereof, as ſhould ſtand with 
the Honour and Dignity of a Parliament. The 
Time, Place, and Number of Committees, they 
humbly leave to their Lordſhips.“ Anſwer was 
immediately returned, * That the Lords were well 
pleaſed to accept of the Conference required 5 the 

m- 
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Aa. 18 James), Committee to be of their whole Houſe, and at 
160. Two this Afternoon, in the Painted Chamber. 

Poſt Meridiem. The Lord Treaſurer return'd, 
with the Committee of the whole Houſe, from the 
Conference ; and, being to make the Report, told 
the Lords, that he defired Reſpite til the next Morn- 
ing, that 'he might, in the mean Time, peruſe his 
Notes taken thereof. & => 4 

The Subſidy Bill was read a ſecond Time, as alſo 
another for Confirmation of the Sub/zdies granted 
by the Clergy. 

This Day concludes with a Memorandum, That 
whereas, in the Sub/idy Bill granted by the Layity, 
the Univerfity of Oxford was named before the 
Univerſity of Cambridge: It was much debated b 
the Lords what "Courſe was to be taken for an E- 
quality between them, that the one might not have 
the Precedency of the other. But nothing was 
concluded on, about this Matter, at that Time. 

complaint a= But before we proceed to this Report, it is ne- 
gainitLordChan- ceſſury to look back a little into the Journals of 
Corruption; the Commons, for the Beginning of this Buſineſs a- 
gr fo 'renown'd a Man, as Sir Francis Bacon, 
ord Verulam ; whoſe Name has often occurred in 
the Progreſs of this Work. March the 151th, Sir 
Robert Philips made a Report from the Committee, 
appointed to examine into the Proceedings of the 
Courts of Juſtice, which he divided into three 
Parts; The Perſon againſt whom; the Matter 
and the Opinion of the Committee upon it, with 
the Deſire of further Direction from the Houſe. 
»The Perſon, he ſaid, was the Lord Chancel- 
lor; a Man excellently well endowed with all Parts 
of Nature and Art; of whom he would not ſpeak 
much, becauſe he could not ſpeak enough. — He 
then proceeded to accuſe the Chancellor of Cor- 
ruption, and open'd the Nature of the Evidence to 
prove it ; but, as this will appear much clearer in 
the Trial of the Lord Chancellor before the Lords, 
we ſhall poſtpone it till then. | 

The Commons, purſuing this Enquiry. in their 

own Houſe, on the 19th received a „ 


the Parliament had now ſat long, and Zafter being 

at Hand, he left the Time of Ceſſation to that 
Houſe: That his Majeſty named Tueſday, the 
1oth of April, if they thought proper; but this 
of their on Choice.” 

His Majeſty taking Notice of the Accuſations 
againſt the Lord Chancellor, ſaid, That he was 
very ſorry a Perſon ſo much advanced by him, and 
fiiting in ſo high a Place, ſhould be ſuſpected. 
That he cannot anſwer for all others under him, 
tho' his Care in the Choice of Judges had been 
great; but if this Accuſation ſhould be prov'd, his 
Majeſty would puniſh him to the full.” 

That the King would, if it be thought fitting 
here, grant a Commiſſion under the Great Seal of 
England, to examine all upon Oath that can ſpeak 
in this Buſineſs. The Commiſſioners to be fix of 
the Upper Houſe, to be choſen by them, and 
twelve to be elected by this Houſe. That his Ma- 
jeſty was ſorry the Chancellor ſhould be ſo que- 
ſtion'd, and hoped he would be clear'd ; but, if 
not, aſſured the Houſe that he would puniſh him.” 

This Meſſage was moſt gratefully taken by the 
Commons; but, the Matter being to come before 


the Lords, theOffer of a Commiſſion, for examining 


on Oath, was needleſs ; ſo it was ſent up to that 
Houſe as aforeſaid. 

March 20. The Lord Treaſurer made his Re- 
port of the Proceedings at the Conference Yeſter- 
day with the Commons; in which he informed 
their Lordſhips of great Abuſes in the Courts of 
Juſtice. This he divided into three Heads, as Sir 
Robert Philips had done before him. 

* 1, Of the Perſons acculed.” 

6 5 2. Of the Matters objected againſt them.” 

The Proofs.” 


| I he Perſons were the Lord Chancellor of En- 1 hy 


gland, and Dr. Field, Lord Biſhop of Landaff. on the fame ac- 
The incomparable good Parts of the Lord Chan- count. 


cellor were highly commended ; the Place he holds 
magnified, from whence Bounty, Juſtice, and Mer- 
cy 
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the King by one of the Secretaries of State, That An. 18. ** I. 
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An, 18. James1, CY were to be diſtributed to the Subjects, with 
1620. 


which he was ſolely intruſted; whither all good 
Cauſes were drawn, and from whence no Appeal 
lay for any Injuſtice or Wrong done, ſave to the 
Parliament. That the Lord Chancellor is accuſed 
of Bribery and Corruption, committed by him in 
this his eminent Place; of which two Caſes were 
alledged, the one concerning Chri/lopher Aubrey, the 
other Edward Egerton. In the Cauſe betwen this 
Aubrey and Sir William Brounker, Aubrey fearing 
ſome hard Meaſure, was adviſed to give the Chan- 
cellor 100 ]. which he delivered to his Counſel, 
Sir George Haſtings, and he to the Lord Chancel- 
lor.” 

The Proceedings in this Buſineſs going on yet, 
but lowly, Aubrey wrote ſeveral Letters, and deli- 
vered them to the Lord Chancellor ; but could ne- 
ver get any Anſwer from him, till, at laſt, deliver- 
ing another Letter to him, the Chancellor told him, 
That if he importun'd him again he would lay 
him by the Heels. The Proofs of this Accuſation 
are five.“ 

1. Sir George Haſlings related it long ſince to 
Sir George Montague.” 

© 2. The Lord Chancellor, fearing this would be 
complained of, defired Silence of Sir George Ha- 

ſlings.” 

« 3. Sir George Haſtings's Teſtimony thereof 

Which was not voluntary, but urged.” 
4. The Lord Chancellor defired Sir George Ha- 
ſlings to bring the Party, Aubrey, unto him, and 

promiſed Redreſs for the Wrongs done to him.” 

* 5, That the Lord Chancellor ſaid unto Sir 
George Haſtings, if he would afhrm the giving this 
100 I. his Lordſhip would and muſt deny it upon 
his Honour.” 

The Caſe of Edward Egerton was this: There 
being a Suit depending in Chancery, between the 
faid Edward and Sir land Egerton, the former 
N his Lordſhip, a little after he was made 

rd Keeper, with a Baſon and Ewer of 50 l. 
and above; and afterwards he delivered to Sir 

George 
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George Haſtings and Sir Richard Young, 400 l. in An. 18. james, 


Gold, to be preſented to the Chancellor. Sir Ri- 
chard Young preſented it ; and his Lordſhip took and 
poiſed it, and ſaid it was too much, and returned 
Anſwer, * That Mr Egerton had not only enrich- 
ed him, but had laid a Tye upon his Lordſhip to 
do him Favour in all his juſt Cauſes.” | 

© The Proofs are the Teſtimony of Sir George Ha. 
/'ings, and one Merefill, a Scrivener, thus far, That 
he took up 700 l. for Mr Egerton; who then told 
him that a great Part of it was to be given to the 
Lord Chancellor ; and that Mr Egerton afterwards 
told him that the 400 l. in Gold was, accordingly, 
given to the Lord Chancellor.” - 

At this Conference was further declared, That 
a Biſhop's Character was touched in this Affair; 
whoſe Function the Commons much honoured, 
tho' his Petſon was ſomewhat tainted therein. The 
Aﬀair was thus : | 

The Buſine(s depending being given againſt Mr 
Egerton, he procured a new Reference thereof from 
the King to the Lord Chancellor : His Lordſhip 
firſt demanded the Parties to be bound, in 6000 
Marks, to ſtand to his Award. Having entered 
both into Bond for that Purpoſe, the Chancellor 
awarded the Matter againſt Edward Egerton, for 
Sir Rawland Egerton. The former refuſed to ſtand 
to the faid Award, and a new Bill was exhibited in 
Chancery, Hereupon his Lordſhip ordered, that 
the Bond of 6000 Marks ſhould be aſſigned unto Sir 
Rowland Egerton; and he put the ſame in Suit in 
his Lordſhip's Name. The Biſhop of Landaff, as 
a Friend unto Edward Egerton, adviſeth with Ran- 
dolph Davenport, and one Butler: who is fince dead; 
to endeavour to. Procure a Stay of the Decree 
upon that Award, and a new Hearing. It was 
agreed that 6000 l. ſhould be given for this by 
Mr Egerton, to be ſhared amongſt them and cer- 
tain honourable Perſons; and a Recognizance of 
t0,000 |, was required by the Biſhop from Mr 
Egerton, for Performance thereof. The Biſhop's 
Share of this 60901. was to have been ſo great as 

Vos. V. 2 no 


1620. 
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An, 15 a no Court of Juſtice would allow. The Com- 


mons produced Letters of the Biſhop's, naming 
the Sum, and ſetting down a Courſe how this 
boco l. was to be raiſed, viz. The Land in Que- 
ſtion to be decreed to Mr Egerton, and out of that 
the Money to be levied ; and, if this Matter was 
not effected, then the Biſhop promiſed, in Verbo 
Sacerdotis, to deliver up the Recognizance to be 
cancell'd. The Recognizance was ſeal'd, and 
Randolf Davenport rides to Court, and moved the 
Lord-Admiral for his Letter to the Chancellor 
herein; but his Lordſhip denied to meddle in a 
Cauſe depending i in ſuit. Then the ſaid Davenport 
eſſayed to get the King's Letter; but failed in that 
alſo : So that the Good they intended for Mr Eger- 
ton was not effected; and yet the Biſhop, tho' re- 
quired, refuſed to deliver up the ſaid Recognizance, 
untill Mr Egerton threatened to complain thereof 
to the King,” 

The Treaſurer alſo declared, That the Com- 
mons do purpoſe, if any more of this Kind ſhould 
happen to be complained of before them, that 
they will preſent the ſame to the Lords: Wherein 
they ſhall follow*antient Precedents, which ſhew, 

That great Perſonages have been accuſed for the 
like Crimes in Parliament. Laſtly, They hum- 
bly defired, That foraſmuch as this concerns a 
Perſon of ſo great Eminency. it may not depend 
long before their Lord{hips. That the Examina- 
tion of the Proofs may be expedited; and, if he 
be found guilty, then to be puniſhed, if not, the 
Accuſer to ſuffer the ſame.” 

This Report being ended, - the Lord- Admiral 
ſtood up and 2cquainted the Lords, That he had 
been twice with the Lord- Chancellor to viſit him, 
being ſent by the King. The firſt Time he found 
his Lordſhip very fick and heavy; the ſecond 
Time he found him better and much comforted, 
becauſe he had heard that the Complaint of the 
Commons againſt him for Grievances was come 
into this Houſe, where he aflured himſelf to find 


honourable Juſtice. In Confidence whereof his 
Lordſhip 
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Lordſhip had written a Letter to the Houſe ; An. 18 


which Letter the Lord- Admiral preſented to be 
read, as follows: 


To the Right Honourable, his very good Lords, 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in the Up- 
per Houſe of Parliament aſſembled. 


My very good Lords, 


Humbly pray your Lordſbips all to make a fa- he Lord Chan- 
I vourable and good Conſtruction of my A cellor's — 


it is no Feigning nor Fainting, but Sickneſs 
my Heart and of my Back, though joined with that 
Comfort of Mind that perſuadeth me that I am nat 
far frem Heaven, whereof I feel the firſt Fruits : 
And, becauſe, whether J live or die, I ſhould be 
glad to preſerve my Honour and Fame, as far as 
I am wwrthy, hearing that ſome Complaints of baſe 
Bribery are come before your Lordſhips, my Requeſts 
unto your Lordſbips are, 

Firſt, That you will maintain me in your good 
* ooh without Prejudice, until my Cauſe be 

eard, 

Secondly, That in regard I have ſequeſlered my 
Mind at this Time, in great pt off from world- 
ly Matters, — my Account and Anſwer in 
@ higher Court; your Lord/hips would give me ſome 
convenient Time, according to the Courſe of other 
Courts, to adviſe with my Counſei and to make my 
Anſwer ; wherein, nevertheleſs, my CounſePs Part 
will be the leaſt, For I ſhall nat, by the Grace of 
God, trick up my Innocency with Cavillations, but 
Flainly and ingenuouſly, as your Lordſbips know my 
Manner is, declare what I know or remember. 

Thirdly, That, according to the Cour/e 1 Tuſtice, 
I may be allowed to except to the Witneſſes brought 
againſt me, and to move Queſtions to your Lordſbips 
of their — Examinations, and likewiſe to produce 
my own itueſſes for Diſcovery of the Truth. 

Laſtly, If there come any more Petitions of that 
Nature, that your Lordſhips would be pleaſed not to 
take any Prejudice or Apprehenſion of any Number or 

Z 2 Muſlet 


ath of the Lords, 


An, 18. James J. M 


1620. 


The Biſhop of 
Landaff*'s De- 
fence; 
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er of them, eſpecially, againſt a Fudge that 
makes two hundred Decrees and Orders in a Year, 
(not to ſpeak of the Courſes that have been taken for 
hunting out Complaints 47 me) but that I may 
anſwer them according to the Rules of Fuſlice, ſeve- 
rally and reſpectively. Theſe Requeſts I hope appear 
to your Lordſbips no other than juſt ; and, fo, think- 
ing myſelf happy to have ſo Noble Peers and Reve- 
rend Prelates to diſcern of my Cauſe, and defiring 
no Privilege of Greatneſs for Subterfuge of Guilti- 
neſs ; but meaning, as I ſaid, to deal fairly and 
inly with your Lord/hips, and 1 myſelf upon 
your Honours and Favours ; I pray God to bleſs your 
Councils and Perſons, And ſo I reſt, 
19 March, > Your Lordſhips humble Servant, 
1620. 7. St. Alban, Canc. 


The Clerk having read this Letter, the Lord 
Biſhop of Landaſ was admitted to ſpeak in his 


.own Defence, on the Accuſation of Brocage, in a 


Bribe intended to the Lord-Chancellor, in Mr. 
Egerton's Cauſe. The faid Biſhop declared his 
great Grief, * That he remained accuſed, arraign- 
ed, condemned und executed, in difia Cauſe. 
For, although he ſhould, as he doubted not to do, 
clear himſelf, yet the Scandal would not die. He 
fail that the Party who accuſed him was the Party 
grieved; a Man weak and mad with Affliction; 
and as for the Action, whereof he was accuſed, he 
was but made Uſe of in it. He was requeſted, firſt 
by Francis Fenour but refuſed ; then by Tri/iram 
Widweard, and then he, alſo, denied it; at laſt the 
Party himſelf requeſted him, at whoſe Fears he yield- 
ed thus far, That the Party, viz. Edward Egerton, 
might acknowledge unto him a Recognizance of 
6000]. ic was, only, acknowledged, notenrolled, nor 
intended to be enrolled ; he was only truſted with it 
for Mr. Egertin's Good, Davenport and others were 
to be the Actors. That he diſcharged his Truſt accor- 
dingly, though Davenport and others importuned 
him to the contrary. His Aims in this Action 
were two; the one Charity, to do Mr. Egerton 

Good, 
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Good, the other to prefer a beneficial Suit to an An. 18. James l. 


honourable Friend to whom he ow'd his very Life. 
Tf he had an Eye to ſome private Gain to himſelf, 
having a Wife and Children, he had therein finned 
againſt God, in not relying wholly on him for 
their Maintenance; but no Share in the Sum of 
this 6000 l. was ever purpoſed unto him, and upon 
ſtrict Examination of his Conſcience therein, he 
proteſted, before God. in whoſe Sight he ſtood, 
and before this honourable Aſſembly, rf w6 Dj, 
inguit, That he was not to ha ve had one Denier of 
Share therein.“ 

When the Biſhop had ended his Defence, the 
Lord Chamberlain moved, That for the better 
Confideration of this Buſineſs, and how to pro- 
ceed to the Proofs, the Court may be adjourned, 
ad placitum, and the whole Houſe fit as a Com- 
mittee ; whereupon, the Lord Chief Juſtice re- 
moved to his Place, as an Aſſiſtant. 

After much Debate thereof, the Chief Juſtice 
returned to his Seat, as Speaker ; and it was agreed, 
that a Meſſage ſhould be ſent to the Houſe of 


Commons, declaring, * That the Lords, accor- Proceedings in 


1620. 


ding to the Conference Yeſterday, have taken Con conſequence 


ſideration of the Complaint by them made againſt ** 


the Lord Chancellor and againſt the Lord Biſhop 
of Landaff. That they find the Commons have 
made Uſe of three Letters, wrote by the ſaid Lord 
Biſhop of Landaff, and of other Writings, men- 
tioned by them in the ſaid Complaint; alſo the 
Teſtimony of two Gentlemen, Members of that 
Houſe, Sir George Haſtings and Sir Richard Young ; 
in taking whoſe Teſtimony the Lords intend not 
to touch the Privileges of their Houſe, but to have 
it as from private Perſons and not as Members of 
Parliament. Laſtly, That the Lords may, alſo, 
with the like Re'!pect, defire the Teſtimony of any 
others, though Members of that Houſe, if Cauſe 
ſhall require, upon the Examination of the Abuſes 
complained of.” Anſwer. © That the ſaid two 
Gentlemen, Sir George Haſtings 2nd Sir Richard 
Young will voluntarily, and not by Commandment. 

8 o. 
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Ag. 18. 82 Direction of their Houſe, attend their Lord- 
ſhips; and that all Letters required ſhall be ſent 
accordingly. As for the general Requeſt, That 
the Lords may ſend for any other Member of that 
Houſe to be examined; herein they humbly pray 
that they may adviſe thereof (u). 

During the Time that the whole Houſe ſat as a 
Committee, as aforeſaid, it was debated and agreed 
to, that the Parties undernamed ſhould be alſo ſent 
for, to be ſworn and examined in this Buſineſs. 

Chriſtopher Aubrey, Ralph Merefill, 

Edward Egerton, Triſtram Woodward, 

Francis Fenour, Randotph Davenport. 

It was alſo moved and much debated, Whether 
Sir William Bronker and Sir Rowland Egerton, the 
two Adverſaries of Chriſtopher Aubrey and Edward 
Egerton, ſhould be ſent for to be examined, whe- 
ther they gave any Bribe on their Part. 

Moved by the Earl of Southampton and agreed, 
That an Anſwer ſhould be ſent to my Lord Chan- 

48 aut C2llor's Letter; whereupon a Meſſage was ſent to 

o the Lord him to this Effect: That the Lords received his 

llor's Letter, delivered unto them by the Lord Admiral. 

Letters They intended to proceed in his Cauſe, now before 

them, according to the right Rule of Juſtice; and 

they ſhould be glad if his Lordſhip ſball clear his 

Honour therein. To which End they pray him 

to provide for his Defence. 

Moved by the Earl of Suffolt, and much deba- 
ted, touching the Precedency and Equality of the 
two Univerſities, when much was alledged, for 
the Right of Precedency, in each of them; but 
the Earl of Salt deſired only an Equality between 
them; which was ordered to be put to the Queſtion 
To motrow. aſter the Subſidy Bill was read. Ad- 
journed io Two in the Afternoon. 

March 20. pet Meridiem. An Anſwer was 
brought from the Lord Chancellor to the Meſlage 
of the Lords; * That he returned them humble 
Thanks for their Aturance of Juſtice in his Cauſe, 

and 


{u) See the Conclufion of this Matter about the Biſhop, in the 
Proceedings of the Lords, under May the 30th of this Semion. 


His Reply. 
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and Well-Wiſhes to him of Succeſs. The one | 
ſecuręs, the other comforts him. That he intends * — 2 
to put their Lordſhips in mind, hereafter, of ſome 
Points contained in his Letter; for that the ſame 
were not ſpoken of in the Meſſage delivered unto 
him.” | 
Sir George Haſtings and Sir Richard Young, jurat. 
A Uoir dire to all Queſtions, aſked by the Court, 
or Committee, or by any authorized by the Court, 
whether their Anſwers be by Word, or ſet down 
in Writing. 
The Bill for the Grant of two entire Sub/idiesgg4gay. Bil 
by the Temporality, and three from the Clergy, paſſed, 
was paſſed and confirmed. 
Several Witneſſes ſworn, in the Cauſe of Grie- 
vances on the Patent for Gold and Silver- Thread, 
Edward Egerton was alſo ſworn A Qoir dire, Cc. 
after which he delivered a Petition touching the 
Proceedings in his Cauſe in Chancery; cujuſ- 
guidem Tenor ſequitur in hæc Verba. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in the preſent Parliament aſſembled. 


The humble Petition of EDwWARD EGERTON, Eſq; 


Humbly ſheweth, 


1 * your Petitioner being unmarried, and ſickly, : 
by Indentures of Uſes, and other Conveyances, = _ 
entail'd divers Manors and Lands, in the Counties the Lord Chan. 
of Cheſter and Stafford, to the Uſe of your Petiti- cellor. 
oner, and the Heirs Male of his Body ; and for De- 
fault of ſuch Iſſue, to remain to Sir John Egerton, 
and his Heirs ; which ſaid Conveyances were volun- 
tary, without any Conſideration for the ſame, and 
with Power of Revocation. 
That Sir John Egerton having by Deed, executed 
in his Lifetime, conveyed all his own Lands unto 
Rowland Egerton, his Son and Heir ; and having 
advanced in Marriage all his Daughters, did make 
his laſt Will and Teſtament in Writing, under his 
Hand and Scal, having firft beund the ſaid — 
ö lan 
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An. 18. James 1, land, in @ Statute 5000 J. to perform his ſaid 
16 Will | 


That the ſaid Sir John, by his laſt Mill, in general 
Words, deviſed all bis Lordſbips Manors, Lands, Te- 
nements, and Hereditaments, to your Petitioner and 
his Heirs, and made your Petitioner ſole Executor. 
By which ſaid Will all the Eflate of the ſaid Sir John, 
in any Part of your Petitioners Lands, (if be had 
any Eſtate therein, as indeed he had not) was law- 
Fully deviſed to your Petitioner, and his Heirs. 

That the ſaid Sir Rowland Egerton unduly ob- 

. tained of Sir John Bennet, Knt. Letters of Admi- 
niſtration, to be granted to two of his Siflers, after 
the ſaid Will was exhibited to be proved; whereby 
your Petitioner tas put to 2000 l. Charge in Suits 
of Law. | 

That Sir Rowland Egerton hath alſo, by indirect 
Means, got into his Hands the ſaid Indenture of 
Uſes, and all your Petitioner's other Writings and 
Evidences, and refuſeth to let him jee the ſaid Inden- 
tures of Uſes, or to deliver to your Petitioner à true 
Copy there, albeit, in Law, the ſame dath belong 
to your Petitioner. . 

That the Lord Elleſmere, late Lord Chancellir of 
England, before the Probat of the ſaid IVill, did de- 
cree, That the ſaid Sir Rowland ſhould have and enjoy 
the Manors of Urin Hill and Heywood- Barnes, 
being a great Part of your Petitioner's Inheritance, 
worth 600 J. per Annum, with any Cauſe of Equi- 
ty contained in the [aid Decree. 

That your Petitioner made humble Suit unto the 
Right Honourable Francis Viſccunt St Alban, uw 
Lord Chancellor of England, to have the Benefit of 
a Subject to recover his ancient Inheritance by ordinary 
Courje of Law : That the preſent Chancellor teok 
from your Petitioner 400 l. in Gold, and 521. 10 f. in 
Silver Plate; which Money was accepted from your 
Petitioner, by the Chancellor, ſaying, Your Petiti- | 
oner did not only enrich him, but alſo laid a Tye 
upon him to do your Petitioner Juſtice in his 
rightiul Cauſe: That afterwards the ſaid Lord 
(chancellor ſent for your Petitioner, and did, by 

e great 
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great Oaths and Proteſtations, draw your Petitioner An. 18. James I. 


to feal an Obligation tohis Lordſhip of 10,000 Marks, 
to fland to his Lordſbip's Award for all the Lands 
whereof Sir John Egerton died ſeized on; but not 
for any other of your Petitioner's Lands. 

That afterwards your Petitioner was, divers Times, 
ſent for by Thomas Sharpeigh, then Steward of his 
Loraſhip's Houſe ; and your Petitioner was ſeveral 
Times offered, That if he would preſently pay 1100 J. 
in ready Money; that is to ſay, 1000 J. for his 
Lordſhip, and 100 J. for the ſaid Sharpeigh, that 
then your Petitioner would have all his Lands decreed 
unto him; which your Petitioner could not then pre- 

ſently pay in ready Money. © ; 

That afterwards the Lord Chancellor did not only 
confirm unto the ſaid Sir Rowland, the Lands which 
he then held of your Petitioner's Inheritance, being 
worth 600 l. per Annum, but he did alſo take away 

from your Petitioner more Lands, worth 15,000 l. 
and decreed the ſame unto the ſaid Sir Rowland 
Egerton, who did net make any Title thereunto be- 
fore the ſaid Bond was taken, or the Decree made. 
Likewiſe the Lord Chancellor did decree, That the 
ſaid Bond of 10,000 Marks, made by your Petitioner 
to the ſaid Lord Chancellor in his own Name, ſhould 
be ſet over and del'vered to the ſaid Sir Rowland E- 
gerton, tho ſhou'd ſue for the ſame in the Lord 
Chancellor's Name, and recover on it to his own Uſe. 

The Lord Chancellor did further decr ce, That your 
Petitioner ſbul not take the Benefit of the Statute of 
50001, made by the ſaid Sir Rowland, to perform 
the Will; and your ' Petitioner is reſtrained, by the 

ſaid Decree, from the Benefit of a Subjet to recover 
his Right, by the ordinary Courſe of Common Law, 
without any Cauſe of Equity ſet forth in the ſaid 
Decree. | | 

That yeur Petitioner having ſpent 6000 l. in Suit 
at Law. and being deprived of all his ſaid Evidences, 
being utterly impcveriſbed by the evil Dealing of the 
faid Lord Chanceller, and by the indireft Practices 
of the ſaid Sir Rowland, is likely to be defrauded of 
all his ancient Inheritance, contrary to the common 2 

| ce 
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An. 18. James I. ice of the Land, except he be relieved herein by this 
1620 High Court Parliament. 

Your Petitioner humbly prayeth, that the ſaid 

Sir Rowland Egerton may be ordered io pro- 

duce and bring forth, upon Oath, all ſuch In- 

dentures of Uſes, Writings, and Evidences, as 

he bath, or any other hath to his Uſe, concerning 

your Petitioner's ſaid Lands, and whereby he 

claimeth any Eſtate in the Lands, to the End 

your Honours may judge thereof, and do therein 

further, as, to your Wijdoms, ſhall ſeem to 


fland with Fuflice. 


After this Petition was read, Mr Egerton affirm- 
ed upon his Oath, that the Contents of it were 
true ; and he was afterwards examined further in 
open Court. Robert Sharpeigh, Eſq; Randolph 
Davenport and Chriſtopher Aubrey, were alſo ſworn 
and examined. d.4 IR E 

March 21. At the Requeſt of Mr Egerton, three 
more Witneſſes were ſworn and examined in his 
Cauſe : And many more Witneſſes offering them- 
ſelves to be ſworn, in the Cauſe againſt the Lord 
Chancellor, three ſeveral Committees of the Lords 
were appointed, with a Judge, or an eminent 
Counſel, to attend each, to take Examinations, in 
order to expedite the Cauſe. Special Caution was 
given them, that no one ſhould be urged to accuſe 
himſelf. wo | 

A Meſſage was brought from the Lower Houſe 
by Sir Thomas Edmonds, and others, * That the 
Commons acknowledge, and take in good Part, the 
great Reſpect between the two Houſes in all Cauſes 
of this Parliament. To anſwer which, they are 
well pleaſed, that the Lords of this Court may ex- 
amine any Members of their Houſe, who will 
freely offer themſelves to their Lordſhips for that 
Purpoſe,” At the ſame Time he added, That 
they had ſent to their Lordſhips a Bill againſt Re- 
lators, Informers, and Promoters ; and, eſpecially, 
commended the good Succeſs and Expedition of it; 
becauſe they did conceive it would give great Con- 
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tent to the Country. Which Bill was read a firſt An. 18. 2 I. 
Time, notwithſtanding the Order of the Houſe o ß 


the 15th Inſtant. — Francis Joyner, Ralph Merefill, 
and Fob Churchill, were ſworn, as Witnefles in 
the Chancellor's Cauſe. 


March 21. poſt Meridiem. Henry Elſing was 
ſworn in Clerk of the Parliament, and the Form 
of the Oath is given in the Journal. Sixteen more 
Witneſſes, there named, were alſo ſworn againſt 
the Chancellor; and as the Examination of all theſe 
Witneſſes would take much Time, it was agreed 
that the Committees ſhould tranſmit the Names 
of the principal of them, and the Heads on which 
they were to be asked: The Examinations to be 
taken in open Court. 


The Form of the OATH agreed on. 


OU Hall fwear that you ſhall true Anſwer make g,1, of the Wit. 
7 to all ſuch Queſtions and Interrogatories as ſhall — the 


be mentioned unto you by this High Court, or by the falt Chancel- 
Lords of the Committees, or by any Perſon, or © — 
Perſons, authorized by this High Court. You ball 

ſay the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing but the 

Truth; and you ſhall not ſpare to do ſo, neither for 

Fear, Favour, or Miection, or any other Cauſe what- 

fever, whether your Depoſitions be in IV/riting, or by 

Word of Mouth, So help you God, and the Con- 

tents of this Boat. 


. K EE ER. LEST 


OS EE” EITIES 
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INTERROGATORIEs to be miniſtred to them 
' that ball be ſent to be examined in open Court. 


I. W Hether they, by themſelves, or any other 
Perſon, have given Money, or any o- 
ther Gratuity, to the Lord Chancellor, or to any 
Servants, Friends, or Followers of his ? 
2, Whether they have adviſed or directed any 
to do ſo, or know of any other that hath ſo done ? 
3- Whether they, or the Parties which they ad- 
Viſed ſo to do, or have heard ſo to have done, had 
then any Cauſe or Suit depending before him, or in- 


tended to have any. 
4. Whe- 


And Interroga- 
tories, 
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An. 18. James I, 4. Whether they have intended, attempted, or 
1620, known others that have attempted, or contracted 
for any Gratuity to be given, tho” not performed? 


Sir George Reyvel delivered, in Writing, his Ac- 
count of the Bribes given by him to the Lord 
Chancellor ; which he alſo confirmed by Oath. 

Further Exami- Ordered, That no Witneſſes be examined as to 

nations of Wit- what they received themſelves; but only what 

* Bribes were given to the Chancellor. Several other 
Witneſſes were examined, and their Depoſitions ta- 
ken, in Writing, on Oath. 

March —— more Witneſſes ſworn in 
the Chancellor's Cauſe; after which the Lord 
Chief Juſtice related a Meſſage, delivered V eſter- 
day by Sir Robert Philips, and others; which con- 
ſiſted, he ſaid, of two Points, the one Matter of 

| Reſpect, the other of Subſtance. 

* In the firſt they acknowledged the good Cor- 
reſpondence between both Houſes, eſpecially in the 
Examination of the Grievances complained of, ang 
preſented to the Lords ; with humble Thanks for 
the Support the Lords added to their Labours, in 
giving the Oath to the Examinants; which they 
could not do. They humbly deſire to know the 
Time of the Receis of this Parliament, and of the 
Acceſs again, that they may depart accordingly, 
and meet at the ſame Time with their Lordſhips.” 

The ſecond Thing being Matter of Subſtance, 
M four Points againſt the Lord Chan- 
cellor. 

IT The firſt, a Suit in Chancery, being between 
the Lady Wharton, Plaintiff. and Wood, with others, 
Defendants, upon Croſs-Bills. The Chancellor, 
upon Hearing, wholly diſmiſſed them; but, upon 
the Entry of the Order, the Croſs- Bill againſt the 
Lady Wharton was only diſmiſſed; and, afterwards, 
for a Bribe of 300 l. given by the Lady MI barton 
to the Lord Chancellor, his Lordſhip decreed the 
Cauſe for her; and then hearing that Voad, and the 
other Defendants, complained thereof to the Com- 
mons, his Lordſhip ſent for them, and * 

| that 
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that Decree as unduly gotten ; and when the Lady An. 18. James l. 
I barton began to complain thereof, his Lordſhip 1620. 
ſent for her alſo, and promiſed her Redreſs, and 
ſaid, That the Decree was not yet enter'd.” 

In a Suit, between one Hull, Plaintiff, and H. 
man, Defendant ; Holman, deferring his Anſwer, 
was committed to the Fleet, where he lay twenty 
Weeks; and, petitioning to be delivered, was an- 
ſwered by ſome about my Lord Chancellor, That 
the Bill ſhould be decreed againſt him, pro Confeſſo, 
unleſs he would enter into 20001. Bond to ſtand 
to the Lord Chancellor's Order ; which he refu- 
ſing, his Liberty coſt him, one Way or other, bet- 
ter than 10001. Human being freed out of the 
Fleet, Hull petitioned the Lord Chancellor ; and 
Holman, finding his Cauſe to go hard on his Side, 
complained to the Commons : W hereupon theLord 
Chancellor ſent for him, and, to pacify him, told 
him he ſhould have what Order he pleaſed himſelf.” 

© In another Cauſe between Smithwick and Myche, 
the Matter in queſtion being for Accounts, the Mer- 
chants, to whom it was referred, certified on the 
Behalf of Smithwick ; yet Smithwick, to obtain a 
Decree, was told by one Mr Burrough, one near 
the Lord Chancellor, that it muſt coſt him 200 1. 
which Sum he paid to Mr Burrough, or Mr Hunt, 
for the Uſe of the Lord Chancellor, and yet he de- 
creed but one Part of the Certificate ; whereupon 
he treats again with Mr Burrough, who demanded 
another 1001. which Smithwick alſo paid for the 
Uſe of the Lord Chancellor. Then his Lordſhip 
referred the Accounts again to the ſame Merchants, 
who certified again for Smithwick ; yet his Lord- 
ſhip decreed the ſecond Part of the Certificate a- 
gainſt Smuthwick ; and the firſt Part, which was 
formerly decreed for him, his Lordſhip made doubt- 
ful. Smithwick petitioned the Chancellor for his 
Money again, and had it all, ſave 201. kept back 
by Hunt for a Year.” 

The Lord Chief Juſtice delivered alſo three Pe- 
titions to their Lordſhips, received Yeſterday from 
the Commons; the firſt from the Lady HY/harton, 

the 
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the next from Mood, and others, and the third from 
Smithwick. | 

The fourth Part of the Meſſage conſiſted only 
of Inſtructions, delivered to the Commons by one 
Churchill, a Regiſter, containing divers Bribes and 
Abuſes in Chancery; which they deſire may be 
examined. 

Four more Witneſſes delivered into the Lords 
their Depoſitions, on Oath, againſt the Chancellor, 
in Writing, and figned by their own Hands: One 
of which, William Peacoct's, being obſerved not 
fo full as Yeſterday, he was asked if he had ſpoke 
with ſome of the Lord Chancellor's Servants fince 
that Time; which he own'd he had: Upon which 
he wis ordered to write his Depoſition over again, 
and add the Subſtance of that Conference, 


It was now that the Proceedings againſt the 
Chancellor met with ſome Stop, by the Lords, in 
the ſeveral Committees appointed to enquire into 
the other Grievances complained of by the Com- 
mons, bringing in the Accounts of their Progreſs 
in them. The Lord Chamberlain, one of the 
Committee appointed to enquire into the Grievan- 
ces of the Patent concerning Inns and Hoſtelries, 
reported, | 

That in the ſaid Patent were three Things 
confiderable : Firſt, The Legality of it granted to 
Mompeſſon; but in that the Committee had no 
Power to judge. Next, The Inconvenience. 
Laſtly, The Abuſes in the Execution. That the 
Inconvenience appeared in the Patent, where the 
Judges are made ſubject to a baſe Fine of five 
Shillings; and, in the Execution, becauſe that 
Sir Giles Mompeſſon a ffronted the Juſtices of the 
Peace, and threatred ſeveral of them with the 
Council-Table. And, becauſe there were Certifi- 
cates ſent him, from Time to Time, of thoſe 
Ale-Houſe Keepers, who were ſupprefled for ill 
Behaviour, he made this Uſe of it, to make them 
Innkeepers. That he granted Licences to divers 
baſe Fellows to keep Inns; and ſued out Proceſſes 

againſt 
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againſt 4000, for keeping Inns without Licence, An. 18 James l. 


and for the Price of Horſe- Meat, of which he on- 
ly tried two Suits. Laſtly, His Lordſhip delivered 
a Collection of the ſeveral Abuſes and the Proofs 
of them.” 

The Earl of Arundele reported, That the Con- 
ſideration of the Grievances by the Patents of /ole 
Manufacturing Gold and Silver-T read, complain- 
ed of, being committed to his Lordſhip and other 
Lords joined with him in Committee, That 
they had often met, the Buſineſs being attended 
with great Difficulty and conſiſted of many Parti- 
culars. That they had examined many Witneſſes, 
and more were produced who were fit to be exa- 
mined, if the Time of Receſs was not ſo near at 
Hand. The Lords Committees have thought 
good to preſent to the Houſe thoſe Proofs they 
have made, not to delay the Time ; but their 
Lordſhips were not to be excluded from giving 
further Proofs hereafter.” 

His Lordſhip obſerved, That the Committee 
dealt, Chiefly, with the Execution, not with the 


Legality of theſe Patents. They found in the 


Execution thereof, That the Authority given by 
theſe Patents, which ought to have been rarely 
uſed, was uſed by them familiarly, to the un- 
doing of Thouſands. That the Warrants dor- 
mant, to ſeize and impriſon, &c. exceed all Kinds 
of Warrants; of which there are three, and one 
of them is without Date and razed ; and the other 
hath a Date by a new Hand. That Sir Giles Mem- 
peſſon committed divers to Priſon, without Exami- 
nation, which they could not do by that Warrant. 
Several were threatned with Impriſonment. That 
one Fetolis did lock up divers in his own Houle. 
That ſeveral Houſes were violently broke up and 
the Parties Goods ſeized. That others were com- 
pelled to enter into Bonds, not to exerciſe their 
own Trade and to ſtand to their Orders; and to 
make Oath what Quantity of Gold and Silver- 
Thread they ſold, and to whom. That Sir G'les 
confeſſed divers of theſe Wrongs, and made Reſti- 


dution 


1620. 


r 


LOS AS 267 2 EA LS 


8 N 
> £4. TT wwe Wc — 1 


368 The Parliamentary HisSTORY 


An, 18. James I. tution unto many. That this Work of Gold and 
1620. Silver-Thread was much ſophiſticated, ſince the 


Grant of the ſole Manufacture thereof.” 

His Lordſhip further declared, That the Lords 
Committees urged none to accuſe himſelf, and 
admoniſhed every Man not to accuſe another out 
of Paſſion, He defired, That though Sir Giles 
Mompeſſon be fled, yet that Fawwlis and other De- 
linquents may be heard here, what they can ſay in 
their own Defence. 

The Earl of Southampton, one of the Commit- 
tee to conſider of the Grievances complained of 
for Concealments, reported to the Houſe, * That 
they find his Majeſty to be much abuſed in the Pre- 
tence and Execution of this Grant.” They find 
that Sir Giles Mompeſſon obtained a Commiſſion to 
himſelf, to call all Officers before him; by Virtue 
whereof he fetched up, from all Parts, the King's 
Officers, and kept them here to fill his Book, gran- 
ted unto him of 2001 per Annum, on concealed 
Lands, in Recompence of his Service. The Pro- 
ceedings, Warrants, and the Abuſes in the Execu- 
tion, are all fer down in the Declaration, delivered 
by the Commons. Their Lordſhips Labour was 
to look into theſe Informations, wherein they de- 
fired the Help of divers Gentlemen of the Lower 
Houſe ; who, not as Members of that Houſe, but 
as private Gentlemen and Friends, gave their Lord- 
ſhips full Satisfaction therein, In this Search, they 
found Proofs of every Point, ſet down in the ſaid 
Declaration; and, for their more full Satisfaction, 
they reviewed the Records themſelves, wherein - 
they found ſome Proceedings, not mentioned in 
the Declaration, and not warranted by any Com- 
miſſion. VS. 

* Proceſs uſed by George Geldard, Sir Giles 
Maompeſſon's Agent, in the King's Attorney's 
Name; the ſaid Ge/aard confeſſing to one and but 


One. 
« Sir Giles Mompeſſon uſed Geldard and his Man 
as his Agents; Geldard to be Com miſſioner and 


Geldard's Man to be his Clerk.“ 
Their 
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© Their Lordſhips found likewiſe, That Gel- An. 18. her. 
dard's Man gave the Evidence to the Jury, and, 18s. 
though the Jury found an imperſect Verdict, yet 
Geldard proceeded as upon a perfect one.” * 

That Geldard compounded with divers who 
were queſtioned for their Lands, as concealed, and 
employed thoſe Parties, as Commiſſioners, for their 
own Compoſitions.” | 

That they ſet down in their Book an Advow- 
ſon and a Rectory at Four Pence per Annum ; 
and Lands, called Peaſe Marſh, at Ten Shillings a 
Year 3" which was affirmed by Sir George Moore, 
the Tenant to it, to contain 700 Acres, and to be 
better worth than 300 l. a Year.” 

That there was no Time limited to Sir Giles 
Mompeſſon to fill up his Book; whereby, his 
vexing the Subject; to fill the fame, might continue 
ſeven Years.” "I | 

© Laftly, Their Lordſhips conceived, That as 
his Majeſty had been abuſed in the Grant and in 
the Execution of it, ſo he ſhould alſo have been 
in the End? | — 


Alfter this laſt Report was ended, the Lord Ad- Aiarguis of 
miral, Buckingham, ſtood up and moved the Houſe, Buckiogham's 
* That Care might be taken, hereafter,” that the Jagen that 
Sophiſtication of the Manufacture of Gold and Sil- 
ver- Thread be prohibited; and none be permitted 
to work thereon, to waſte and conſume the Bul- 
lion of the Land. He commended the Trade that 
ſet ſo many Thouſands on Work; and, if Otder 
was firſt taken for bringing in Bullion, and againſt 
the Sophiſtication, it might be gainfal both to the 
King and Common- Wealth ; and to new Paten- 
tees, if another Patent thereof ſhould be thought ht.” 
His Lordſhip ſhewed further, That the Mo- 
tive for the Grant of Concealments was, That Sir 
Giles Mompeſſun offered his Service, to conſider how 
the Multitude of Officers in the Exchequer might 
de cut off. In which his Majeſty firſt afked the 
Opinion of the Judges ; and his' Majeſty's Pleafure 
was not to prejudice any Officer, during his Life, 
Vor. V. A 2 but 
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but to provide for the future; which was, and yet 
is, his Majeſty's Reſolution to do; in Conſideration 
whereof, this Patent of Concealments was firſt gran» 
ted to the ſaid Sir Gies. It was ill foreſeen, that 
a Man of his corrupt Diſpoſition ſhould be admit- 
ted to view the Records, which he might embezzle, 
blot or raze out for his own Profit ; but, at that 
. Sir Giles had the Reputation of an honeſt 

That Sir Giles had abuſed this Grant man 
Ways, but, as yet nothing was paſt under Seal. 
That the Abuſe, partly, grew out of this, That Sir 
Giles had compounded with one Geldard for the ſame, 
who, to make his beſt 1 thereof, put 
into the Book Matters of great Value at ſmall 
Rates; which, when his Lordſhip heard of, he 
rebuked Sir Giles and willed him to look to it, and 
not to ſuffer any Thing to be paſt but what the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ſhould firſt allow of. 
That, thereupon, the ſaid Sir Giles, in the Hear- 
ing of his Lordſhip, delivered his Book to Mr. 
Chancellor to be viewed, and whatſoever he thought 
good to be put out. Laſtly, Though much was 
intended to the- Prejudice of - his Majeſty and the 
SubjeQ, yet nothing was paſt.” 

When the Miniſter had ended his Speech, a 
Motion was made and agreed to, That, altho' 
the Proofs given before the Lords againſt Sir Gi/es 
Moempeſſon and others his Agents, for their Miſde- 
meanors, were good and manifold, yet, their Lord- 
ſhips will hear the Parties themſelves what they can 
fay in their own Defence. But, becauſe Eaſter is 
drawing on, and the Time of Receſs very near, in 
which ſhort Space all the Delinquents cannot be 
heard and proceeded againſt; it was further agreed, 
That a Collection be made of all the Proofs, concer- 
ning Sir Giles Mompeſſon only; which being read to 
the Houle, the Lords would proceed to ſentence Sir 
Giles Mompeſſon, though abſent ; for that his Flight 
is an Eviction in Law: And for that the Expec- 
tation thereof is great as well as the Grievance, 


therefore the Proceedings ſhould be with Expe- 
dition, 
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dition, that the whole Kingdom might hear of the An. 1 . 


Puniſbment impoſed upon Delinguents, by this Par- 
liament, as well as of the granted Subſedies. 


A Debate ariſing, in what Manner to proceed Debate thereon, 


againſt the faid Sir Giles, whether by Indictment 
in that Houſe, or otherwiſe? And there being ſome 
Confufion amongſt the Speakers, the Prince of 
Wales, who conſtantly attended this Buſineſs Mor- 
ning and Afternoon, made a Motion, That by 
the antient Orders of the Houſe, no Lord was to 
ſpeak twice, though to explain himſelf, except 
ſome other Lord miſtake his Meaning in any Part 
of his Speech.“ This was commanded to be en- 
tered, and ordered to be obſerved. 

On a Motion of the Earl of Arundele, the Houſe 
was adjourned, ad Libitum, and the Lord Chief 
Juſtice left his Seat, as Lord Chancellor. Then 
it was debated, W hat Courſe ſhould be taken with 
Matthias Fowlis, George Geldard, and other De- 
linquents, committed by the Lower Houſe, and 
ſent by them to be examined by the Lords; and 


many foul Abuſes proved againſt them. Likewiſe 


concerning Sir Francis Mitchell, whom the Lower 
Houſe had firſt committed for a Contempt againſt 
them, and is alſo found guilty of many great Miſ- 
demeanors, relating to the Patent of Gold and 
Silver-Thread. But nothing was then reſolved on ; 
and the Chief Juſtice returning to his Seat, as Chan- 
cellor, a Meſſage was ſent from the Lords to the 


Lower Houſe, to defire they would pleaſe to pre- | 


ſent themſelves this Afternoon, with their Speaker, 
to hear his Majeſty's Commiſhon read for the 
Royal Aſſent to the two Subſidy Bills: Alſo, to 
acquaint them, that the Lords had agreed the Re- 
ceſs from Parliament, this Time, to be on T we/day 
next ; but that the Lords do leave the Time for 
Acceſs again, to the Conſideration of the Commons: 
And further, to let them know that the Lords 
are very careful to expedite the Bill againſt Promo- 
ters, which was ſo earneſtly commended unto 
them. Which Bill had been once read, but, be- 
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An. 18. Janes I. Cauſe the Time of the Receſs is ſo near, their 


1620 


Remarkable 
Unanimity of 


both Ho uſes. 


Lordſhips intend to ſpend this Interval in proceed- 
ing to ſentence Sir Giles Mompeſſon only. Laſtly, 
Their Lordſhips defire a Conference with them, 
about the ſafe Keeping or Bailing of Matthias 
Fowlis, George Geldard, and other Delinquents, 
committed by them of that Houſe ; and that they 
come prepared to give their Lordſhips Satisfaction 
therein.“ Anſwer returned, That the Commons 
agreed to all theſe Propofitions of the Lords; would 
come prepared for the Conference that Afternoon ; 
and give them an Anſwer to every Thing.“ 

March 22, poſt Meridiem. The Speaker of the 

Houſe of Commons being ſent for in and come 
to the Bar, the Lord Chief Juſtice delivered to 
the Clerk the King's Commiſhon, ſigned by his 
Majeſty, and under the Great Seal, with the two 
Acts of Subſidies annexed to it. Which Commiſ- 
fion, in the uſual Form, (and therefore omitted) 
deing read, the Commons withdrew. 
_ The Lords being to meet the other Houſe in 
the Painted-Chamber, the Earl of Dorſet acquaint- 
ed their Lordſhips, That he was informed by ſe- 
veral Gentlemen of the Commons, that the Meſ- 
fage, fent them in the Morning, was wholly miſta- 
ken in the Delivery of it. On which another 
Meſſage was fent to the ſame Purport, by other 
Meſſengere, in order to explain the former.” 

On the Return from the Conference, -the Lord 
Treaſurer made the Report of it to the Lords, 
That the Commons render their Lordſhips hum- 
ble Thanks, for their honourable and reſpectful 
Entertainment; with hearty Thanks to Almigh- 
ty God for the great and good Unity between 
the two Houſes. "04> | 

© That whereas their Lordſhips had left the 
Time of Acceſs again to Parliament, to be reſol- 
ved on by them; they, upon ſerious Deliberation, 
have agreed the fame to be on the 17 ch of April 
next.” n Mn Ne 
That they refer unto their Lordſhips the Bail- 
ment or Commitment of Matthias _— 

ar 
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dard, and other Priſoners, by them tranſmitted to An. i 


their Lordſhips. But their Opinion is, if it may 
ſo ſtand with their Lordſhips Pleaſure, That a 
Goal is the beſt Bail for them. And, as for Sir 
Franas Mitchell, though he be by them committed 
Priſoner to the Tawer, yet, he is left to their Lord- 
ſhips Determination.” 

After ſome Debate on what ſhould be done with 
thoſe Priſoners, it was ordered, That Fawhs and 
Geldard ſhould be committed cloſe Priſoners to the 
Fleet ; with a ſpecial Charge to the Warden for 
their ſafe Cuſtody: And a Warrant was made out 
by the Clerk of Parliament accordingly. 

The Lord Treaſurer put the Lords in Mind of 
the Motion made by the Lord Admiral this Mor- 
ning, For ſome Order to be taken to prevent the 
Sophiſtication of Gold and Silver- Thread, and the 
Waſte of Bullion. Agreed, 'That the Attorney 
General do draw up a Form of a Proclamation 
for that Purpoſe ; to preſent the ſame to the Houſe, 
_ upon Approbation, to be laid before his Ma- 

y. 
10 Upon a Motion of the Lord Houghton, © For 
Precedents to be ſearched for and praduced, touch- 
ing Judicature, Accuſations and Judgments, an- 
tiently uſed in this High Court of Parliament.” It 


was order d, That a Committee, of a ſmall Num- A Committee of 
ber, ſhould preſently take Care for the Search there- — 884 
of amongſt the Records, remaining in the Tower, dicature, ac. 


or elſewhere, and Copies of the ſame certified un- 
der the Officers Hands.“ The Earls of Hunting- 
don, Warwick, and the Lord Houghton were ap- 
pointed for that Purpoſe. Five more Witneſ- 
ſes, with the Lady Wharton, ſworn in the Cauſe 
againſt the Lord Chancellor. 

March 23. Upon a Motion of the Earl of Suf- 
folk and others, it was ordered, That ſome of 
the Lords be appointed to cauſe Precedents to be 
ſearched, and Proofs to be produced, concerning the 
Precedency and Antiquity of the two Univerſities 
of this Kingdom; and the ſame to be preſented to 
the Houſe at the next Acceſs of Parliament.” 
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An. 18. James I. It was agreed alſo, © That the two former Com- 


mittees, or any two Lords of either of the ſaid 
Committees, be appointed to examine Witnefles, in 


FurtherProceed- the Chancellor's Cauſe, from Time to Time, be- 


inge in the Lord 


'tween the Receſs and Acceſs of Parliament. 
Some more Witneſſes ſworn and examined againſt 
the Lord Chancellor.” 

Poft Meridiem. Edward Egerton, Eſq; preſen- 
ted a Petition, praying, That Sir Rowland Eger- 
ton be ordered forthwith to produce, upon Oath, 
certain Indentures and Writings gotten undue- 
ly from the Petitioner. Upon a Motion of the 
Lan Sheffield, the ſaid Petition was ordered to 
remain with the Clerk, untill the Corruption and 
Bribery complained of, be determined; and then 
the Lords would take it into their Conſideration.” 

On a Motion of the Earl of Arundele, who ac- 
quainted the Houſe, * T hat the Lords Commit- 
tees being ordered to examine none to accuſe them- 
ſelves, they had taken, only, the Declaration of 
Thomas Norton, Gervaſe Unwen, and Anthony Ber- 
7y, touching the Patentees of Gold and Silver; it 
was ordered, That the faid Perſons ſhould be now 
examined concerning Sir Giles Mompeſſon only. 

Sir Ralph Hansby being ſworn in the Lord 
Chancellor's Cauſe, the Earl of Southampton ſhew- 
ed, © That the ſaid Sir Ralph being examined by his 
Lordſhip and others, concerning a Bribe of 500 l. 
given by himſelf to the Lord Chancellor, he made 
a Doubt whether his Anſwer thereunto might pot 
be prejudicial to his Cauſe; wherefore, their Lord- 
ſhips Reſolution herein was required, Whether the 
ſaid 0 EP ſhould be urged to make his Aniwer 

U 

, After long Debate of this Matter, it was order'd, 
That the Examinations, taken in this Court, 
ſhould not be, hercaſter, uſed in any other Caule, 
or in any other Court. And, altho' divers of the 
Lords were of Opinion, That the Party's Confeſ- 
fon of the giving of a Bribe could not be preju- 
ſicial at all to him, yet others doubted thereof. 
J nerefore, it was put to the Queſtion, Whether 

7 the 
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the ſaid Sir Ralph ſhould be examined what Gift 
or Reward he had given to the Lord Chancellor, 
and it was agreed he ſhould be examined in that 
Form only.“ 

The Earl of Huntingdon, one of the Commit- 
tee appointed to ſearch Precedents of Sentences, &c. 
reported, That they had ſearched the Records, 
and the Earl of J/arwick read the Heads of ſeve- 
ral Precedents, and then delivered the Notes taken 
out of the Records, and ſigned by the Officers, to 
be kept by the Clerk.” | 

The Collection of Sir Giles Mompeſſon's Offen- 

ces, touching Iuns and Hofteries, and the Proofs 
thereof, were read, with the Patent and Commiſ- 
ſion concerning the ſame, Adjourned to the 
26th Inſtant. 
March 26, The King came to the Houſe of 
Lords, the Peers being all in their Robes, and the 
Prince with his Coronet on his Head ; the Earl of 
Oxford, as Lord Great- Chamberlain, bearing his 
white Staff, and the Earl of Montgomery the 
Sword. His Majeſty, being ſeated on the Throne, 
made the following Speech to the Lords only (x). 


My Lords, 


0 HE laſt Time I came hither, my Errand 
a was to mg" (as well as m — 
* could ſerve me, of Things ſo long paſſed) of the 
Verity of my Proceedings, and the Cautions uſed 
* by me in the paſſing of thoſe Patents, which 
are now in Queſtion before you; to the Effect, 
* that they might not be abuſed in the Execution : 
* And this I did by Way of Declaration. But 
now I am come (underſtanding the Time of 
your Cenſure to draw near) to expreſs my Rea- 
* dineſs to put in Execution (which is the Life of 

the 


(x) This Speech is in Ruſp worth, Vol. I. P. 24. but is omit- 
ted in the Edition of King James's Works ; as, indeed, are all 
his Speeches to Parliament, except Four : But for what Reaſon is not 
eaſy to gueſs. The following is taken from one (printed at London 
by Ponbam Norton and Jobn Bill, Printers to the King's Moſt Ex- 
cellent Majeſty, 1621.) in the valuable Collection of Pamphlets 
in the Library of the late Sir Henry Goodricke, Bart. 


An, 19. James J. 
1621, 


The King's 
Speech to the 
Lords. 
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. James I. the Law) thoſe Things, which ye are to ſentence 


621, 


© (for even the Law itſelf is a dead Letter with- 
© out Execution) for which Office God hath ap- 
© pointed me in theſe Kingdoms. And though I 
« affure myſelf, that my former Behaviour, in 
© all the Courſe of, my Life, hath made me well 
known for a juſt King; yet in this ſpecial Caſe 
I] thought fit to expreſs my own Intentions, out 
* of my own Mouth, for Puniſhment of Things 
* complained of. The firſt Proof whereof I have 
given by the diligent Search I cauſed to be made 
© after the Perſon of Sir Giles Mompeſſom, who 
though he were fled, yet my Proclamation purſued 
* him inſtantly (y): And as I was earneſt in that, 
* ſo will I be to ſee your Sentence againſt him put 
© in Execution. 

© Two Reaſons move me to be earneſt in the 
* Execution of what ye are to ſentence at this 
Time: Firſt, That Duty I owe to God, who 
© hath made me a King, and tied me to the Care 
* of Government, by that politic Marriage be- 
© twixt me and my People. For I do aſſure you 
in the Heart of an honeſt Man, and by the Faith 
of a Chriſtian King (which both ye and all the 
* World know me to be) had theſe Things been 


* © complained of to me before the Parliament, I 


< would have done the Office of a juſt King; and 
* out of Parliament have puniſhed them as ſevere- 
ly, and peradventure more, then ye now intend 
to do. | | 

* But now that they are diſcovercd to me in 
Parliament, I ſhall be as ready in this Way, as 
I ſhould have been in the other. For (I con- 
fets) I am aſhamed (theſe Things proving ſo, as 
they are generally reported to be) that it was not 
my good Fortune to be the only Author of the 
Reformation and Puniſhment of them, by ſome 
ordinary Courts of Juſtice. Nevertheleſs, ſince 
theſe Things are now diſcovered by Parliament, 
which before I knew not of, nor could ſo well 
be diſcovered otherwiſe, in regard of that Repre- 
© ſentative 
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© ſentative Body of the Kingdom, which comes An. 19. James J. 
from all Parts of the Country: I will be never 1621. 
« a whit the ſlower to do my Part for the Exe- 
© cution. For, as many of you that are here 
have heard me often ſay, ſo I will ſtill ſay : So 
precious unto me is the Public Good, that no 
« private Perſon whatſoever, were he never ſo 
dear unto me, ſhall be ſo reſpected by me, by many 
Degrees, as the Public Good, not only of the whole 
Common - Wealth, but even of any particular Cor- 
« poration that is a Member of it: And I hope that 
ye, my Lords, will do me that Right to publiſh 
to my People this my Heart and Purpoſe. 
© The ſecond Reaſon is, That I intend not to 
* derogate or infringe any of the Liberties or Pri- 
vileges of this Houſe, but rather to ſortify and 
«© ſtrengthen them. For never any King hath 
done ſo much for the Nobility of England, as I 
have done, and will ever be ready to do. And 
* whatſoever I ſhall now ſay or deliver unto you 
* as my Thought, yet when J have ſaid what I 
think, I will afterwards freely leave the Judg- 
ment wholly to your Houſe, I know ye will 
do nothing, but what the like hath been done 
before: And I pray you be not jealous, that I 
will abridge you in any Thing that hath been 
* uſed. For whatſoever the Precedents in Times 
of good Government can warrant, I will allow. 
For I acknowledge this to be the ſupreme Court 
* of Juſtice, wherein 1 am ever preſent by Repre- 
* ſentation, And in this ye may be the better 
ſatisfied by my own Preſence, coming divers 
Times amongſt you: Neither can I give you 
© any greater Aſſurance, or better Pledge of this 
* my Purpoſe, then that I have done you the 
* Honour to ſet my only Son among you ; and 
hope that ye, with him, ſhall have the Means to 
* make this the happieſt Parliament that ever was 
in England, 

This 1 profeſs, and take Comfort in, that the 
* Houſe of Commons at this Time have ſhewed 


* greater 
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An, 19. James I, © greater Love, and uſed me with more Reſpect in 
1622, all their Proceedings, then ever any Houſe of 
Commons have heretofore done to me, or (I 
think) to any of my Predeceſſors. As for this 
Houſe of yours, I have always found it reſpec- 
tive to me; and acccordingly do I, and ever did 
favour you as ye well deſerved. And J hope it 
will be accounted a Happineſs for you, that my 
Son doth now fit amongſt you, who, when it 
ſhall pleaſe God to ſet him in my Place, will 
then remember that he was once a Member of 
your Houſe; and ſo be bound to maintain all 
your lawful Privileges, and like the better of you 
all the Days of his Life. But, becauſe the World 
at this Time talks ſo much of Bribes, I have 
Juſt Cauſe to fear, the whole Body of this Houſe 
hath bribed him to be a good Inſtrument for you 
upon all Occaſions : He doth ſo good Offices in 
all his Reports to me, both for the Houſe in ge- 
neral, and every one of you in particular. And the 
like I may ſay of one that fits there. (Bucting- 
ham) He hath been ſo ready upon all Occa- 
fions to do good Offices, both for the Houſe in 
8 and every Member thereof in particular. 
ne Proof thereof, I hope my Lord of Arundel! 
hath already witneſſed unto you, in his Report 
made unto you of my Aniwer, touching the 
Privileges of the Nobility, huw earneſtly he ſpake 

unto Me in that Matter (z). cus 

Now, my Lords, the Time draws near of 

our Receſs: Whether Formality will leave you 
ime for proceeding now to Sentence againſt 
all, or any the Perſons now in Queſtion, I know 
not. But for my Part, fince both Houſes have 
dealt ſo lovingly and freely with me, in giving 
© me, as a free Gift, two Subſidies in a more loving 
Manner than bath been given to any King be 
«* fore, and ſo accepted by me; and ſince I cannot 
vet retribute by a general Pardon, which hath by 
Form uſually been reſerved to the End of a Par- 
© liament: The leaſt I can do (which I can for- 


* bear 
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© bear no longer) is to do ſomething in preſent, for An. 1951 James I. 
1. 


* the Good and Eaſe of my People. | 

Three Patents at this Time have been com- 
« plained of, and thought great Grievances: 

* 1. That of the Inns and Hoſteries. 

© 2, That of the Alehouſes. 

* 2. That of Gold and Silver- Thread. 

My Purpoſe is to ſtrike them all dead, and 
© (that Time may not be loſt) I will have it done 
« preſently. 

That concerning the Alehouſes, I would have 
© to be left to the 4 of the Juſtices of 
Peace, as before. 

© That of Gold and Silver-Thread was moſt 
© yilely executed, both for Wrongs done to Men's 
« Perſons, as alſo for Abuſe in the Stuff; for it was 
© a Kind of falſe Coin. I have already freed the 
© Perſons that were in Priſon: I will now alſo 
© damn the Patent: And this may ſeem inſtead of 
© a Pardon. All theſe three I will have recalled 
© by Proclamation, and wiſh you to adviſe of the 
« fitteſt Form for that Purpoſe. 

I hear alſo that there is another Bill amongſt 
you againſt Informers : I defire you, my Lords, 
that as ye tender my Honour, and the Good of 
* my People, ye will put that Bill to an End 
* ſo ſoon as ye can; and at your next Meeting to 
© make it one of your firſt Works, For I have 
already ſhewed my Diſlike of that Kind of Peo- 
ple openly in Star-Chamber ; and it will be the 
« greateſt Eaſe both to me, and all thoſe that are 
* near about me at Court, that may be. For I 
* remember, that ſince the Beginning of this Par- 
* liament, Buckingham hath told me, he never 
* found ſuch Quiet and Reſt, as in this Time of 
Parliament, from Projectors and Informers, who 
* at other Times miſerably vexed him at all 
+ Hours, 

* And now I confeſs, that when I looked before 
* upon the Face of the Government, I thought 
* (as every Man would have done) that the People 
| were never ſo happy as in my Time, For even, 

— 
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An, 19. James 
1621 
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as at divers Times I have looked upon many of 


my Coppices, riding about them, and they ap- 


peared on the outſide very thick, and well grown 
unto me: But when I entered into the Midſt of 
them, I found them all bitten within, and full 
of Plains and bare Spots; like an Apple of Pear, 
fair and ſmooth without, but when ye cleave it 
aſunder, ye find it rotten at the Heart: Even fo 
this Kingdom, the external Government being 
as good as ever it was, and I am ſure as learned 
Judges as ever it had (and I hope as honeſt) ad- 


miniſtring Juſtice within it; and for Peace, bot 


at Home and Abroad, I may truly ſay, more 
ſettled, and longer laſting, than ever any before, 
together with as great Plenty as ever: So as it 


was to be thought, that every Man might fit in 


Safety under his own Vine, and his own Fig- 
Tree: Yet I am aſhamed, and it makes my 
Hair ſtand upright, to conſider, how in this 
Time my People have been vexed, and polled 
by the vile Execution of Projects, Patents, Bills 
of Conformity, and ſuch like ; which, befides 
the Trouble of my People, have more exhauſted 
their Purſes, than Subhdies would have done. 
Nov, my Lords, before I go hence, ſince God 
hath made me the Great Judge of this Land 
under him: And that 1 muſt anſwer for the 
Juſtice of the ſame : I will therefore (according 
to my Place) remember you of ſome Things, 
though I would not teach you. For no Man's 
Knowledge can be ſo good, but their Memories 
will be the better to be refreſhed. And now be- 
cauſe ye are coming to give Judgment, all which 
moves from the King, that you may the better 
proceed, take into your Care two Things: Firſt, 
to do Bonum, Secondly, next to do it Bene. I 
call Bonum, when all is well proved, whereupon 
ye judge, for then ye build upon a ſure Founda- 
tion: And by Bene I underſtand, that ye pro- 
ceed with all Formality and Legality : Wherein 
you have fit Occafion to adviſe with the Judges, 
who are to aſſiſt you with their Opinions in 
* Caſes 


k 
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« Caſes of that Nature; and Woe be to them, if An. 19. James L. 


© they adviſe you not well. So the Ground being 
good, and the Form orderly, it will prove a 
« Courſe fitting this High Court of Parliament. 
In Sentence ye are to obſerve two Parts: Firſt, 
to recollect that which is worthy of judging and 
cenſuring: And ſecondly, to proceed againſt 
theſe, as againſt ſuch like Crimes properly. We 
doubt there will be many Matters before you, 
ſome complained of out of Paſhon, and ſome out 
of juſt Cauſe of Grievance. Weigh both; but 
be not carried away with the impertinent Diſ- 
courſes of them, that name as well innocent 
Men, as guilty. Let your Judgments only 
take hold of the Guilty : Proceed judicially, and 
ſpare none where ye find juſt Caſe to puniſh : 
But let your Proceedings be according to Law, 
And remember, that Laws have not their Eyes in 
their Necks, but in their Foreheads. For the 
moral Reaſon of the Puniſhment of Vices, in 
all Kingdoms and Common- Wealths, is, becauſe 
of the Breach of Laws ſtanding in Force ; for 
none can be puniſhed for Breach of Laws by 
Predeſtination, before they be made. 

* There is yet one Particular, which I am to 
© remember you of. I hear that Sir Henry Teluer- 
ten (who is now in the Tower, upon a Sentence 
given in the Star-Chamber againſt him, for de- 
* ceiving my Truſt) is touched concerning a War- 
* rant dormant, which he made while, he was 
my Attorney: The which my Lord Treaſurer (a) 
4 
64 
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here, refuſed to ſet bis Hand unto, like an honeſt 
Man, when it was ey, unto him (b.) I proteſt, 
I neyer heard of this Warrant dormant before, 
and I hold it as odivus a Matter, as any is before 
you: And if, for Reſpect to me, ye have for- 
* born to meddle with him in Examination, be- 
* cauſe 
; t Mandeville, He had 
ldi 1 of England. Sce his — — 


upon the Supply, Anno 1602, in Vol. IV. P. 448.—— The Duke of 
Mancheſter is ms mommy from this Branch of the Mentagu s. 


(% This Paſlage is omitted in Ruſbweorth, ; 
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An, 19. James I. cauſe he is my Priſoner ; I do now here freely 
1621. <« remit him unto you, and put him into your Hands. 
© And this is all I have to ſay unto you, at this 
Time; wiſhing you to proceed juſtly and nobly, 
according to the Orders of your Houſe: And I 
© pray God to bleſs you: And ye may affure your- 
< ſelves of my Aſſiſtance ; wiſhing that what I 
© have ſaid this Day, amongſt you, may be entered 
into the Records of this Houſe.” 


Which gives The King having ended his Speech, the Lords 
great Satisfac- conceived ſo much Joy thereat ; that they ordered 
the whole Houſe to go to him, at One in the 
Afternoon, with their moſt humble Thanks for it. 
The Collection of Offences and Abuſes, com- 
mitted by Sir Giles Mompeſſon, in the three Patents 
which were granted to him, being all read: It was 
reſolved by the whole Houſe, * That it did appear 
to the Lords, and they were fully ſatisfied, Sir Giles 
Mompeſſon had erected a Court without Warrant; 
and, alſo, that he impriſoned the King's Subjects 
and exacted Bonds from them by Threats, with- 
out Warrant; and, afterwards, by undue Practices, 
procured a Proclamation and other Warrants to co- 
lour ſuch his Doings. And yet that he executed 
all theſe Ills, and ſeized the Goods of divers Perſons, 
contrary to ſuch Authority, ſo unduly procured 
by him. That he neither paid the 10 l. reſerved 
— to the King, nor brought in the 5000 l. of 
Further Progreſs Bullion yearly, as he pretended and covenanted to 
in the Trial of have rig And that all his other Offences and 
>'r George Mom- Abuſes had been fully proved againſt him.” | 
Hereupon it was agreed, That the Lords would 
give Sentence againſt Sir Giles Mompeſſon, in their 

Robes, in the Afternoon. The Lord Admiral, 
Buckingham, defired to be excuſed if he ſhould be 

abſent ; but he gave his Aﬀent to their Lordſhips 

Cenſure of the ſaid Sir Giles; affirming, That he 

had highly abuſed the King, and alſo bimſelt, more 

than any other Lord of that Houſe.” Wako 
Poſt Meridiem. The whole Houſe met again, in 
which were preſeat the Prince of Wales, —_ 


- n 
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Archbiſhops, the Biſhop of Durham, and fifteen An. 1 


other Biſhops ; the Lord Chief Juſtice Ley, as Chan- 
cellor, with twenty-three Earls and Viſcounts, and 
twenty Barons. | 

The Lords being in their Robes, in order to give 
Sentence againſt the Offender, it was much deba- 
ted firſt, amongſt them, what Puniſhment Sir 
Giles Mompeſſon deſerved for his high Crimes: And, 
becauſe the Puniſhment inflicted heretofore on En- 
p/on and Dudley was much ſpoken of, the Lords 
defired to hear their Indictments. 

The Indictment of Richard Empſin, taken at 
Northampton, A. 1% Hen. VIII. was read; by 
which it was obſerved, That the ſaid Empſon was 
indicted for T reaſon againſt the King. The At- 
torney General alſo certified to their Lordſhips, that 
Dudley was indicted, in London, for Treaſon. 

But to the End that theſe Matters might be more 
freely diſcuſſed, and what Puniſhment was fit to 
be inflicted on the Offender, the Houfe adjourned 
ad Libitum, the Lord Chief Juſtice moving to 
his Place of Aſſiſtance 3 when, after a long Debate, 
the Lords agreed upon a Judgment againſt Sir 
Giles : The Earl of Arundel obſerving, T hat their 
Lordſhips might proceed againſt him hereafter, if 
more Matter, or Matter of a higher Nature, was 
found out. | 

Accordingly a Meſſage was ſent from the Lords 
to the Commons, That if they and their Speaker, 
according to the antient Cuſtom of Parliaments, 
come to demand of the Lords, that Judgment be 
given againſt Sir Giles Mompeſſon, for the heinous 
Offences by him committed, they ſhall be heard. 
Alſo that the Lords deſire a Conference with them, 
in the Painted Chamber, T o-morrow Morning.” 

Anſwer return'd, * That they would come to 
demand Judgment ; and that they agreed to the 
Conference.” 

In the mean Time the Lord Treaſurer reported, 
* That, according to the Order of the Houle made 
this Morning, the Prince's Highneſs, accompanied 
with many Lords, did preſent unto his Majeſty moſt 

| | tumble 


ö 
384 The Parliamentary His rok r 


1, humble Thanks for his Majeſty's moſt gracious 
Speech to the Lords that Morning ; which Thanks, 
with the Manner of preſenting the ſame, was moſt 

| gang, Fo An- joyfully accepted by him, as he expreſſed in many 

Thanks of the Kind and favourable Words ; adding, That the Lords 

Houſe of Lords. had taken the right Way to catch a King, by fpeak- 

ing to him by his Son.” 
The Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes of the 
Houſe of Commons, with their Speaker, being 
come up to the Bar, the Speaker repeated the 
laſt Meſſage which the Lords had ſent unto them, 
and ſaid, The Commons, by me, their Speaker, 
demand Judgment againſt Sir Giles Mompeſſon, 
as the Heinouſneſs of his Offences doth require.” 

T he Lord Chief Juſtice, asSpeaker of the Houſe 

#gainft Sir Giles Mr Speaker 1. 5 7 dd 

. Mompeſffon, _ The. Lords Spiritual and Temporal have taken 

Knowledge of the great Pains the Commons have been 

at, to inform their Lardſbips of many; Complaints 

brought--unto them aguinſt Sir Giles Mompeſſon, 
and others, obere their Lordſbips received ſeveral 

Infiruttjons from them ; and, t , proceeding 

upon Qath, they 


by Examination of divers Witneſſes 
find Sir Giles Mompeſſon, and ſeveral ethers, guilty 
of many hetnous Crimes againſt the King's Majeſty, 
and againſt the Common- Wealth. 

Time will nac permit their Lordſhips to deal with 
all the Offenders now ; therefore they proceed to give 
Judgment againſi Sir Giles Mompeſſon, according 
to your Demand; and, hereafter, their Lordjhips 
15100 7 — 2 at her oro Grid bir 

The ment of the Lords again the ſaid 
Giles — it, Aud, 1 dart 
"The Lords Spiritual and Temporal of this High 
Court of Parliament do award and adjudge,  - 
1. That Sir Giles Mompeſſon ſhall, from hence- 
forth, be degraded of the Order of Knighthood, with 
ion to his Wife and Children; the Ceremo- 
2 nies of Degradation to be performed by Direction 0 
N the Earl Marſhal's Caurt, whenſoever be ſball 6 


4. That 
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2. That he Hall fland perpetually in the Degree An. 19. Jatizs l. 


of a Perſon outlawed for Miſdemeanors and Treſ- 
es. 

_ That his Teflimony be received in no Court ; 

and that he ſhall be of no Aſſize, Inquiſition, or Fury. 

4. That he fhali be excepted out of all general 
Pardons to be hereafter granted. 

5. That he ſball be impriſoned during Life. 

6. That he /hall not approach within twelve Miles 
of the Courts of the King or Prince, nor of the 
King's High Courts uſually holden at Weſtminſter. 

7. That the King's Majeſly ſhall have the Profits 
of his Lands for Life, and ſhall have all his Goods 
and Chatels as forfeited ; and he ſhall undergo Fine 
and Ranſom, which their Lordſhips aſſeſs at 10,000 l. 


8. That he ſhall be diſabled to hold or receive any 


Office under the King, or fot the Common-Wealth. 
9. Laſtly, That he be ever beld an infamous Per- 


ſon, 


March 27. Moved for by divers Lords, agreed 


on, and ordered, * That in reſpect of his Majeſty's Order for Obſer- 


1621. 


moſt gracious Speech, made here on the 26th of vation of the 


March, the ſame Day ſhall be, yearly, a Sermon- zͤch of March. 


Day throughout all England, eſpecially at — 
minſter; and all the Lords then in Town to reſort 
unto it. Ordered further, and decreed, © That in 
all future Parliaments, the Lords ſhall fit in their 
Robes ori the 26th of March, in perpetuam Rei 
Memoriam.” 

The Lord Admiral delivered his Majeſty's hearty 
Thanks to the Lords of this Houſe, for their Sen- 
tence given Yeſterday againſt Mompeſſon, it being 
ſo juſt, and yet moderate, in reſpect of the Hei- 
nouſneſs of the Offence. And ſaid, That the King, 
out of Regard to his People, and Deteſtation of 


the ſaid Crimes, is pleaſed, e Abundante, to inflict The King adds 
perpetual Baniſhment on the ſaid Mompeſſon, out to Mompeffon's 


of all his Majeſty's Dominions (c). | 
Vol. V. B b The 


(c) This Proclamation, for Baniſhment, dated March 30, is in 
A;mer's Pablick Afts, Tom. xvii. p. 488. 


An. 19. James I. 
1621, 


of Lords and 
Commons, 
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The Commons being ready in the Painted Cham- 
ber, for the Conference; before the Lords went to 
them, the Lord Treaſurer firſt reported the Heads 
of what he was to deliver, by Direction from the 
Houſe. 

* To make a ſhort Recital of his Majeſty's gra- 
cious Speech here Yeſterday. 

His Majefty's good Allowance and Approbation 
of the Sentence given againſt Mompeſſon ; and that, 
out of his Grace and Favour to the People, he had 
added, to the Puniſhment, perpetual Baniſhment.” 

That the Lords of this Houſe Yeſterday pre- 
ſented, by the Prince, their humble Thanks unto 
his Majeſty for his ſaid Speech to their Houle ; 
which was well accepted of.” 

To let them know that the Lords did conſider 
of the Precedents for Emp/on and Dudley ; but 
found they did not concur with this Caſe of Mom- 
þe/ſin, they being both indicted for Treaſon.” 

The Conference being over, it was ordered, That 
the whole Proceedings againſt Mompe/ſon ſhould be 
drawn up by the King's Council, peruſed by a Com- 
mittee of Lords appointed for that Purpoſe, and 
entered in the Records of Parliament. 

Then the Lords ſent a Meſſage to the Commons, 
to know if they had any other Buſineſs for them, 


GreatAgreement becauſe they did not intend to fit in the Afternoon; 


if not, that they wiſhed them all Happineſs in their 
Departure and Return.” Arfiver, * That the 
Houſe of Commons have received the noble Meſ- 
ſage, ſent by their Lordſhips to them ; for which 
they gave them moſt humble Thanks: That they 
alſo ceaſe from Buſineſs this Morning. They ac- 
knowledge the great and good Reſpect between the 
two Houſes, which hath been more this Parliament 
than ever; and that they, for their Parts, will en- 
deavour to continue it: And ſo they wiſh all Ho- 


nour and Proſperity to their Lordſhips.” 


It was alſo ordered, That each Earl and Viſ- 
count ſhould pay 40 8. and each Biſhop and Baron 
20 8. the Proxies to pay for the abſent Lords; 


which Money was to be diſtributed amongſt ove 
en- 
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ing Records for Parliamentary Precedents; which 
were to be tranſcribed in Parchment, and fafely 
kept. 

Three particular Committees of Lords appoint- 
ed to take Examinations in the Lord Chancellor's 
Cauſe, during the Receſe of Parliament. 

Both Houſes adjourned themſelves to the 17th 
of April next enſuing. 


1621. 


It may be thought neceſſary here to look into the obſervations on 
particular Writer of this Reign, and the other Hi- the foregoing 


ſtorians of the Times, for what they have left 
us, concerning the foregoing Proceedings; by 
which we may judge how their Accounts tally with 
the Authorities of the Fournals. Theſe laſt Au- 
thentic Teſtimonies ſeem to aſſure us, that there 
was never yet a Parliament, whete the King and 
the two Houſes were ſo unanimous in correcting 
the Grievances of the People : The Houſe of Com- 
mons complained ; the Lords judged and ſentenced 
the Malefactors; and the King rooted out the 
Weeds that grew up in the Common-Wealth, in 
which they were ſhrowded. And yet Mr Wilſon, 
in his Life of this King, infinuates ſtrongly (d), 
That James was not only the principal Agent, and 
the Source from whence theſe obnoxious Patents 
took Root, but had himſelf a great Share in the 
ſcandalous Profit collected by them. He tells us, 
* That the King hearing thele Patents were ana- 
tomized in the Houſe of Commons ; and, willing 
to comply with his People, whom he found ſo 
bountiful unto him, he came to the Houſe of 
Lords to cloſe, gently, with them, and excuſe the 
granting of thoſe Patents; ſhewing ſome Reaſons 
why he granted them, and the Inſtructions he gave 
for the Execution of them ; by which he hoped to 
take off that ſharp Reflection that might otherwiſe 
fall upon him. But the Modeſty of Parliaments 
ſeldom imputes any of theſe Miſcarriages to the 

b 2 Prince 


(4) Wilſen in Kennet, p. 734 


Proſecutions of 


public Cffenders. 
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An, 19. James], Prince; but the Actors under him muſt bear the 
1621. Burden of it.“ | 
From the King, this Author deſcends to his 
Chief Miniſter, the Marquis of Buckingham ; he 
tells us, That the Parliament looked upon him 
as the firſt Mover of this great Machine: But the 
Wiſdom of the Houſe did not ſuffer them to riſe 
ſo high as to ſtrike at the uppermoſt Branches; they 
only prun'd thoſe, roundly, within their Reach : 
That all the World knew Mompeſſon was his Crea- 
ture ; and that, notwithſtanding the King's Pro- 
clamation, he got out of England by his Key. 
How far this laſt Charge may be true we know 
not ; nothing appearing againſt Buckingham, in the 
Journali, relating to this Matter; tho', indeed, 
Mr. Cambden ſays, That the Marquis did for- 
ſake Mompeſſon, at this Time, on whom he moſt 
relied (e). re 
Mr. Ruſbtorth, in his Hiſtorical Collections of 
this Reign, informs us, (J) © That this Parliament, 
belides petitioning the King to put the Laws in Ex- 
ecution againſt Jeſuits, Seminary Prieſts, and Po- 
piſh Recuſants, (of which, by the Bye, there is 
not one Word in the Journal of this Seſhon) took 
in hand to redreſs the People's Grievances by ille- 
gal Patents and Projects: The Chief of which was 
that of Inns and Ale-houſes ; whereby large Fines 
and an annual Revenue were collected thro* the 
Kingdom : That the Commons, at a Conference 
with the Lords, offered to prove, That the Pa- 
tents of Gold and Silver- Thread; of Inns and 
Ale-houſes; of Power to compound for obſolete 
Laws; of the Price of Horſe- Meat, Starch, Cords, 
Tobacco-Pipes, Salt, Train-Oil, and the reſt, were 
all illegal. But, adds this Author, They touched 
not upou the King's Prerogative ; for, in reſtoring 
the Subjects Liberty, they were careful to preſerve 
the King's Honour. Much more modeſtly ex- 
preſſc4 than by his Cotemporary, Mr Wilſon. 
Both theſe Writers do alſo give ſome Account of 
the Complaint from the Commons, and the Pro- 
ceedings 
% Cambden's Annals in Kennet, p. 656. (J)] Vol. I. p. 24+ 
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ceedings upon it, in the Upper Houſe, againſt the An. 19. — I 


Lord Chancellor Bacon. There is likewiſe, ſeem- 
ingly, the whole Trial of this unfortunate great 
Man, printed and publiſhed in the compleat Col- 
lection of State Trials (g). But how ſhort all theſe 
Accounts are, when compared with what we have 
given from the Lord's Fournals, will appear, in 
ſome Meaſure, from what has preceeded ; but 
much more in what is to follow. 


April 17. The Time of the Acceſs of Parlia- 
ment being come, the Houſe of Lords met; when 
the firſt Thing that was done there, was, to read, 
a ſecond Time, a Bill againſt certain troubleſome 
Perſons, commonly called Relators, Informers, 
and Promoters; and it was committed, 

When this was over, the Lord Chamberlain ac- 

uainted the Houſe, * That, in the Interim of the 
fation, the Lord Chancellor had been an humble 
Suitor to his Majeſty, that he might ſee and ſpeak 


with him. And altho' his Majeſty, in Reſpect to Further Proceed- 
the Lord Chancellor's Perſon, and of the Place heing: — — 
held, might have granted his Lordſhip that Favour; 


yet, for that his Lordſhip was under the Trial of 
this Houſe, his ＋ would not, on the ſudden, 
comply with his Requeſt.” 

That on Sunday laſt the King called all the 
Lords of this Houſe, which were of his Privy Coun- 
cil, before him; and demanded their Lordſhips 
Advice what was beſt to be done in that Aﬀair. 
The Lords did not preſume to adviſe his Majeſty, 
becauſe he himſelf did, ſuddenly, propound ſuch a 
Courſe, as the World could not adviſe a better ; 
which was, to ſpeak with the Chancellor privately.” 

That Yeſterday his Majeſty admitted the Lord 
Chancellor to his Preſence. His Lordſhip deſired 
that he might have a Particular of thoſe Matters, 
wherewith he was charged before the Lords of this 

| B b 3 Houſe : 

(g) The Proceedings againſt Francis Lord Bacon, Lord Chancel- 
lor, for Bribery and Corruption, in the State Trials, is no other 
than a ſumm ty Extract from the Journals, relating to that Mat- 


ter 3 and was printed, in a Sixpenny Pamphlet, about the Time 
of the late Earl of Macclesfield's Trial, 
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Aa, 29. James 1, Houſe: For it was not poſſible for him, who paſ- 


1621. 


ſed ſo many Orders and Decrees in a Year, to re- 
member all T hings which fell out in them ; and 
that, 'this being granted, his Lordſhip would make 
two Requeſts to his Majeſty.” 

« Firſt, That when his Anſwers ſhould be fair 
and clear to thoſe Things objected againſt him, 
his Lordſhip might ſtand upon his Innocency. 

* Next, That where his Anſwers ſhould not be ſo 
fair and clear, then his Lordſhip might be admitted 
to an Extenuation of the Charge: And where 
the Proofs were full and undeniable, his Lordſhip 
would ingenuouſly confeſs them, and put himſelf 
upon the Mercy of the Lords.” 

Unto all which his Majeſty anſwered, © That 
he would refer him to the Lords of this Houſe ; 
and therefore his Majeſty defired that he, the Lord 
Chamberlain, would make Report thereof to them.” 

It was thereupon ordered, T hat the Lord 
Treaſurer ſhould acquaint his Majeſty with their 
thankful Acknowledgment for this his Favour, and 
— . held themſelves highly bound to his Ma- 

y for it. * 

Seventeen more W itnefles ſworn in the Cauſe 

inſt the Lord Chancellor; and it was agreed, 

hat the Lords of the Cammittees ſhould prepare 
an Examination for him. 

The Lord Admiral, Buckingham, in a Speech 
made to the Lords this Day, proteſted to them, 
That whereas it was the Opinion of the World he 


And Sir Edward had ſent his Brother, Sir Edward Villiers, abroad, 


Villies. 


in the King's Service, on purpoſe to avoid his Trial, 
touching ſome Grievances complained of by the 
Commons: His Lordſhip was ſo far from it, that 
he had ſent to haſten his coming home; and if any 
IT hing blame - worthy could be objected againſt him, 
his Lordſhip was as ready to cenſure him as he was 
Mompeſſon. He deſired that the Conſideration of 
his Brother's Affair might be expedited ; for, al- 
tho' he was a Member of the Lower Houſe, his 
Lordſhip adviſed him not to go there till he had 

| Cleared 
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cleared himſelf here. Z gh, His Lordſhip requeſt- An. 19, JamesI, 


ed, that the ſaid Sir Edward Villiers might come 
to his Accuſation, for ſo he ſhould gain the greater 
Honour; his Lordſhip not doubting but that he 
could well clear himſelf from it.” 

On this ſeveral Lords ſtood up, and declared their 
Opinion, That Sir Edward Villiers might go to 
the Lower Houſe : That the ſaid Sir Edward is only 
named obiter, or, according to the French Phraſe, en 
poſſant, in the Accuſation againſt Mampeſſan and 
others; but, as yet, he was not accuſed of any par- 
ticular Offence by him committed.” 

The Sergeant at Arms, attending the Houſe, by 
Warrant, was ordered to go to the Fleet, and bring 
Matthias Fowlis to the Bar by Nine the next Morn- 
ing. Alſo, That the Lord Chief Juſtice ſhould 
grant a ſpecial Warrant to the Lieutenant of the 
Tower, to bring Sir Henry Yelverton (H and Sir 
7 Mitchel before their Lordſhips at the ſame 

ime. 

April 18. The Lord Treaſurer acquainted the 
Houſe, That, by their Lordſhips Appointment, 
he had preſented to his Majeſty their humble 
Thanks, for his gracious Reſpect ſhewn to that 
Houſe in the Meſſage touching the Lord Chancel - 
lor. That his Majeſty anſwered, Their good Ac- 
ceptation of it was as pleaſing to him, as his Meſ- 
ſage could be to the Lords.” And ſaid further, 
© That in this Acceſs of Parliament, tho* it was 
no new Seſlion, yet his Majeſty had Occaſion to 
lay ſomewhat to the Lords; and therefore his Plea- 
ſure was, that the whole Houſe ſhould wait upon 
him, at Hhitehall, on Friday next, in the Afternoon.“ 
The Lord Chamberlain ſignified, That Orders 
were given, by his Majeſty, for the Lower Houſe 
to attend there alſo. 

The Houſe adjourned themſelves into a Com- 
mittee, to debate and ſettle in what Manner to 
proceed againſt Sir Henry Yelverton ; and, being a- 
greed, the Chief Juſtice reſumed his W Sir 

enry 


(b) Then Attorney Ceneral to the King. 
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An. 19. James I. Henry was then brought to the Bar; where, kneel- 
1641. ing till he was bid to riſe, the Chief Juſtice read 
the Charge againſt him; unto which Sir Henry 

made the following particular Anſwers. 
Articles of the Charge I. That he committed divers Perſons 


l for refuſing to enter into Bonds to reſtrain their 


verton with his OWN Trade, Cc. before he had any Authority to 


Anſwers, require any ſuch Bonds.” 

Age He confeſſed that he committed di- 
vers 10 · Priſon, and juſtified the ſame. That he 
committed none to reſtrain them of their Trades, 
but for their Stubborneſs in not obeying the King's 
Commands; which he did to advance the lawfu! 
Profit of his Maſter ; and that he had Authority 
to do it.” | 

II. © That he firſt ſigned and directed the War- 
rants, dormant, having no Authority for the ſame, 
and yet containing many unwartantable Clauſes. 

Rep. He drew one, and firſt ſigned it; but 
no Clauſe unwarrantable was in that, and he juſti+ 
fied it: For the others, he neither denieth nor con- 
feſleth ; he remembers not whether he drew them 
or no.“ l i L.. D293 

III. © That he adviſed the Patent of Gold and 
Silver-Thread to be reſumed into the King's Hands, 
conceiving the ſame to be a Monopoly ; and ad- 
2 the Patentees to proceed by Contract with the 

ing. „Men | 

Refþ. © He adviſed not this alone; he was the 
weakeſt amongſt many that adviſed the Contract ; 
he denied that he conceived it to be a Monopoly, 
and doubts not but to prove it to be no Monopoly ; 
he denied that he confeſſed any ſuch Thing to the 
Commons; he denied his Advice to the Contract 
2 calour a Monopoly; he did it in Duty to the 

ing.” | 

IV. He procuted a Proclamation to take Bonds, 
and ſigned a Docquet, ſhewing his adviſing with 
the Recorder of London and the City thereupon ; 
whereas the Recorder was not acquainted with it,” 

Reſp. He utterly denied he made any ſuch Doc- 
quet ; he did fign one, and he did acquaint the 
| | Lord 
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Lord. Chancellor and Recorder of London with it, an, 1 


and defired the Recorder to acquaint the City ; but 
denied that the Docquet is that he had acquainted 
the City with.” 

V. That 3401 2uo Warrant?s, to the Vexation 
of the People, were brought by him, touching the 
Patent of Inns, and but two came to Trial.” 


Rejp. * He cannot particularly anſwer this: If | 


it appear upon Record that there be ſo many ſigned 
by him, he confeſſes it; but, till then, he humbly 
defires to be retained in their Lordſhips Favour. 
Adding, That if ever he deſerved well of his Ma- 
jeſty it was in this; that the King and Subject were 
more abuſed by that Patent than by any other; 
and, as he takes it, he ſuffers, at this Day, for that 
Patent.” 

VI. That he commenced divers Suits in the Ex- 
"chequer, touching Gold and Silver- Thread ; but 
did not proſecute the ſame.” 

Reſp. * It may be he did.” 

Theſe Anſwers and Confeſſions being read, the 
faid Sir Henry Yelverton having Leave to ſpeak, ſaid, 


9. James I. 
1621. 


That he thought himſelf happy in theſe Miſts His Defence. 


of his Majeſty's Disfavour, that he was pleaſed to 
caſt that Grace upon him, as to Tend him to this 


Honourable Houſe : That Innocency had her pre- 


ſent Anſwer; Wiſdom required Time. There- 
fore he made his moſt humble Suit to have a Parti- 


cular of his Charge in Writing, and Time to an- 


ſwer the ſame ; that he might have Leave to re- 


pair to his Chambers, at Gray's Iun, and to his 


Houſe, to ſearch his Papers; for that the Matters, 
objected againſt him, did look into his Actions for 


four, five, and ſeven Years of his ſerving his Ma- 


jeſty.” 
Sir Henry being withdrawn, and the Houſe ha- 
ving taken this into Confideration, he was brought 


to the Bar again; when the Chief Juſtice told 


him, that he ſhould have a Copy of the Charge 


objected againſt him; and Leave, under the Lieu 


tenant's Charge, to go to his Houſe and Chambers 
to view his Papers; and to have Time, until Ka- 
turday 
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An, wy. 2 I. turday come Se nnight, to make his further Anſwer; 
which was more than his own Requeſt. And an 
Order of the Houſe was made for it accordingly, 


' April 19. Some Debate aroſe about the Incon- 
veniences and Exceptions arifing from the Infor- 
mer's Bill. Afterwards the Earls of Arundell, Hun- 
tingdon and Southampton, the Chiefs of the three 
Committees appointed to enquire into the Lord 
Chancellor's Affair, delivered in their ſeveral In- 
formations and Examinations taken in it. Many 
of theſe were read, ſeveral original Letters produ- 
ced, and other Evidences, too long and too con- 
fuſed for our Inſertion; but are what took up moſt 
or all of the Buſineſs of this Day. Adjourned to 
the 24th. 

- -Fpril'24. The Lords met in their Robes, ex- 
pecting the Coming of the King, who ſoon after 
appeared in State; and, being ſeared on the Throne, 
made a Speech to them to this Effect: 

He firſt made a ſhort Repetition of the Speech, 
uſed by him, to the Lords and Commons on 
their Acceſs unto him, on Friday laſt, viz. That, 
© at that Time, he made a Recantation unto them 

* © of his former Determination not to uſe any 
© Speeches unto them, but thoſe uſual at the Begin- 
* ning/or Ending of a Parliament. But that the 
© Houſe of Commons did behave ſo worthily un- 
* to him, that he was reſolved to ſpeak oftner un- 
© to them, hereafter, as Occafion ſhall require. 
© His Majeſty did put them in Mind of the Occa- 
© fions adn this Parliament, which were theſe : 

To relieve his Wants, he having received no 
© Subſidies theſe many Years; and for Relief of 
* the torn Eſtate of Chriſtendom. 

To make good Laws. | 

© To hear and redreſs Grievances, which cannot 
© come to a King's Ear better than by Parliament. 

For the firſt, His Majeſty told them that he 
had more Cauſe to give his Subjects Thanks, for 
the two Subſidies granted to him this Parliament, 
75 "my any King ever had; both, for that the 

ſame 


3»  —— — 
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+ ſame was granted in the Dagſaning of the Par- An. 19. James l. 


$ liament, and for the Title of the Grant. 

That his Majeſty had taken up, upon Truſt 
 before-hand, the Sums granted him by the faid 
« Subſidies ; as well for the Defence of the Palati- 
nate, as for the Maintenance of his Son-in-Law 
and his Daughter, and their Children, and of 
the Dowager alſo; who are all expelled out of 
« their Country, as alſo, for Preparation of Arms 
for Recovery thereof. 

© That his Majeſty had procured a ſhort Truce 
© and did hope to get a general Peace, and thereby 
© to ſettle them in their Country again; but was 
© to be at great Charges to ſend Embaſſadors, all 
© over Chriſtendom, for the effeCting thereof; and 
if this Peace could not bes obtained, then his 
* Majeſty would ſend his Armies to recover the 
* ſame. The great Charges of either of theſe 
could not be ſupplied, but by more Subſedtes. 

And, whereas ſome ſay Subſidies may be gran- 
ted at the next Seſſion ; leſt, when the ſame 
are given, his Majeſty might diſſolve the Parli- 
ament with this Seſſion, within whick Time the 
important Buſineſs now intended cannot be fini- 
ſhed : His Majeſty proteſted before God, that 
whether there be any more Subſidies granted, or 
not, he intends not to diſſolve this Parliament, 
till the Matters in Agitation be finiſhed. 

As to the Making of good Laws, his Majeſty, 
at his firſt Coming to the Crown, commanded a 
Collection to be made of all Penal Statutes, 
which Books he heard were now finiſhed, and 
he was glad of it. The ſaid Penal Laws, ſome 
intricate, ſome obſolete, being the Groundwork 
of all Informers ; and, amongſt other good Laws 
to be made, his Majeſty, eſpecially, recom- 
mended a Reiormation of Abuſes by 1 
and that they be puniſhed. 

* As to Complaints of Grievances, his Majeſty 
© commended thule for public Grievances ; pro- 
* teſting, that be would preſer no Perſon, what- 
ſoever, before the public Goad, H; 

18 


e 
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An, 19. James I. His Majeſty was alſo pleaſed © To put the Lords 
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© in Mind of their antient Orders of this Houſe, 
in hearing Complaints, in the Examinations of 
© them, and their Manner to give Judgment there- 
© upon. But adviſed them, the Time being pre- 
© cious, to entertain nothing which was not ma- 
© terial and weighty.” He was pleaſed to ſay, fur- 
ther, * That he was now come to ſpeak ſomewhat 
particular unto the Lords of this Houſe in regard 
to himſelf; and told them, That, as all Libels 
* againſt himſelf are generally puniſhed, ſo a Libel 
« againſt his Majeſty, in open Parliament, muſt 
© not eſcape. 

And whereas many Complaints are already 
© made againſt Courts of Judicature, which are in 
© Examination, and are to be proceeded on by the 
Lords, his Majeſty would add ſome, which he 
© thinks fit alſo to be complained of and redreſſed ; 
* which are, That no Orders be made but in pub- 
lic Courts and not in Chambers: That exceſſive 
© Fees be taken away: That no Bribery, nor Mo- 
© ney, be given for the hearing of any Cauſe. 
* Theſe and many other Things his Majeſty 
thought fit to be done this Seſſion ; and added, 
© That when he had done this and all that he can 
do for the Good of his Subjects, he confeſſed he 
© had but done the Duty whereunto he was born. 

* That Sir Henry Telverton, being the other Day 
© at the Bar, did infer, That all the Puniſhment 
© upon him was for his good Service done to his 
* Majeſty. #2 

1 The King ſaid, That it ſeemed ſtrange to him, 
that Sir Henry ſhould be examined upon any 
© Thing, fave the Patent of Gold and Silver- - 
© Thread; for his Majeſty did not conceive that 
* any Matter was complained of againſt him rela- 
© ting to Inns and Hoſteries, whereof he was here, 
© alſo, examined. That, as to this Patent, Mom- 
8 * made Complaint to his Majeſty, that Sir 
« Henry refuſed to ſend any Proceſs of Qus Mar- 
* ranto againſt a Multitude of Innkeepers; and his 
+ Majeſty accepted of Sir Henry's modeſt Anſwer 

to 
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* to this, That he miſliked theſe Proceedings ,, 19. Iames R 


© againſt his Subjects. But, afterwards, his Ma- 
* jeſty underſtood, That Mompeſſon agreeing that 
« Sir Henry Yelverton ſhould receive the Fees due 
* unto him for the ſaid Proceſs, Sir Henry yielded 
© thereunto, and Mompeſſon made no more Com- 
© plaints thereof. 

His Majeſty, to clear himſelf, did lay open to 
the Lords the many former juſt Diſlikes, which 
© he had againſt this Offender, Sir Henry, before he 
© queſtioned him; and ſaid the firſt Miſlike he 
* found in him was, That his Majeſty referring 
* a Pardon of petty Theft, to be conſidered of by 
© him and the then Solicitor ; he alone, took it in- 
to his Conſideration, and figned a Pardon for 
Murder alſo. 

© That Sir Henry paſſed at one Time four Pa- 
© tents for his Majeſty to grant, which the Lord 
© Chancellor ſtayed at the Seal, the ſame being 
found to be very inconvenient. Hereupon his 
* Majeſty intended to have remov'd him, but, by 
Way of Preferment; and finding, at that Time, 
© a Judge's Place void, he thought to have beſtow- 
© ed that upon him. But, becauſe, he had not any 
© Precedent that the King's Attorney General was 
ever removed to any other Place than that of a 
Chief Judge, his Majeſty did then forbear, ex- 
« petting ſome other Place for him. 

* That his Majeſty hearing of the Charter of 
* the City of London, lately renewed, containing 
many new exceſſive Grants; altho* Sir Henry 
© then exceeded his Majeſty's Warrant, yet, his 
* Majeſty was pleaſed, at the firſt, to tell him 
* gently and privately of it; when the ſaid Sir 
« Henry, with many Deprecations, denied abſo- 
© lutely, that any new Liberties were contained in 
the ſaid Grant; and deſired to kiſs his Majeſty's 
Hand on that Condition, which he did. Aſter- 
* wards, when his Majeſty intended to queſtion 
the faid Sir Henry for the fame, the Lord Admi- 
* ral beſought his Majeſty not to think of any pri- 
* vate Wrongs done to his Lordſhip, in the Exa- 

* mination 
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An. 19. JamesT, * mination of this Buſineſs, touching the Charter 


i627, 


Cothplaint againſt 


© of London. That Sir Henry, at the firſt, juſti- 
© fied himſelf by his Majeſty's Warrant, that by 
© it he might have given away all London from 
© him; yet, at laſt, he made a good Submiſſion, 
© in the Beginning; but, in the End, he faid, he 
© had not wronged his Majeſty's Prerogative. 

© His Majeſty ſhewed how gentle the Proceed- 
© ings were againſt Sir Henry, by him and the 
© Lords in the Star-Chamber. But fince that now 
© he taxes his Majeſty that he ſuffers for good Ser- 
© vice done to him, his Majeſty requires the Lords, 
© who are able to do him Juſtice, to puniſh the 
© ſaid Sir Henry Yelverton for his Slander.” 


When his Majeſty had ended his Speech, and was 
departed from the Houſe, the Lords received a Meſ- 
fage from the Commons, accompanied with fix 
Bills of a public Nature and one private Bill. But, 
as an Abſtract of the moſt particular Acts, which 
were paſſed this Parliament, will fall better at the 
Time when the Royal Aſſent was given to them, 
we ſhall poſtpone them to that Period. 

The Meſſage which was delivered at the ſame 
Time, was to this Effect: Firſt, 

© That the Commons defire a Re-Conference 


Sir John Bennet, on the Bill againſt Informers. Next, That they 


who had been 
expelled by the 


Commons for 


Bribery, &c. 


had received Complaints of divers exorbitant Op- 
preſſions and Bribery, committed by Sir John Ben- 
net, Knt. late a Member of their Houſe (i), but now 
expelled by them for the ſame; that they deſire a 
Conference alſo about him.“ Agreed to be at four 
this Afternoon, in the Painted Chamber. It was 
ordered, by general Conſent of the whole Houſe, 
That his Royal Highneſs the Prince ſhould be 
one of all Committees, if his Highneſs ſo pleaſe 

to be.” | 
Poſt Meridiem. His Royal Highneſs ſignified to 
the Lords, That the Lord Chancellor had ſent a 
Submiſſion unto their Lordſhips, which was preſently 

read, in hæc Verbd, 5 
0 


(i) Member for Rippon, in Yerkfoires 
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To the Right Honourable the Lords of the Par- An. 19. James 1. 
liament in the Upper Houſe aſſembled. 62 


The HUMBLE SUBMISSION and SUPPLICATION 
of the Loxd CHANCELLOR, 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, 


For Words that come from waſted Spirits, and qp- 
preſſed Minds, are more ſafe in being depoſited to a 
noble Conſtruftion, than being circled with any re- 
ſerved Caution. 

This being moved (and, as J hope, obtained of 
your Lord/hips) as a Protection to all that I ſhall jay, 
1 ſhall go on; but with a very ſtrange Entrance, as 
may ſeem to your Lordſhips, at firſt: For, in the 
midſt of a State of as great Affudtion as, I think, 
a mortal Man can endure; (Honour being above 


| Life) I ſhall begin with the profeſſing of Gladneſs in 


ſome Things. 

The firſt is, That hereafter the Greatneſs 4 a 
Fudge, or Magiſtrate, ſhall be no Sanctuary or Pro- 
teftion to him againſt Guiltineſs, which is the Begin- 
ning of a golden Wark. 

The next, That after this Example, it is like that 
Judges will fly from any Thing in the Likeneſs of 
Corruption (though it were at a great Diſlance) as 
from a Serpent; which tends to the purging of the 
Courts of Fuſtice, and reducing them to their true 
Honour and Splendour. And in theſe two Paints, 
(God is my Witneſs) though it be my Fortune to be 
the Anui! upon which theſe two Effects are broken 
and wrought, I take no ſmall Comfort. But to paſt 
from the Motions of my Heart (whereef God is my 
Judge) to the Merits of my Cauſe, whereof your 
Lordſbips are Judges, under God and his Lieutenant; 
1 do underſtand there hath been heretofore expected 
from me ſome Juſtification; and therefore I have choſen 
one only Fuſlification, inſtead of all others, out of the 
Tuſtification of Job. For after the clear Submiſſion 
end Confeſſion which I ſhall now make unto your Lord- 


Hips, 


1 Shall hambly crave at your Hands à benign In- —— 


terpretation of that which I ſhall now write : the Lords, 
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James l. Hips, I hape I may ſay, and juſtify with Job, in 


theſe Words, I have-not hid my Sin, as did Adam, 
nor concealed my Faults in my Boſom. This is 
the orly Juſtification which I will uſe. 

It reſts therefore, that without Fig-leaves I do inge- 
nuouſly confeſs and acknowledge, that having under- 
load the Particulars of the Charge, = from 
the Houſe, but enough to inform my Conſcience and 
Memory: I find Matter ſufficient and full, both to 
move me to deſert my Defence, and to move your Lord- 
ſhips to condemn and cenſure me. Neither will 1 
trouble your Lordſbips by fingling thoſe Particulars 
which I think might fall off. Quid te exempta ju- 
vat Spinis de millibus Una? Neither will I prompt 
your Lordſbips to obſerve upon the Procfs where they 
come not home, or the Scruple touching the Credits of 
the Witneſſes. Neither will I repreſent to your Lord- 
ſhips, how far a Defence might, in divers Things, 
extenuate the Offence, in reſpef? of the Time and 
Manner of the Guilt, or the like Circumſtances; but 
only leave theſe Things to ſpring out of your own more 
noble Thoughts and Obſervations of the Evidence, 
and Examinations themſelves ; and charitably to wind 
about the Particulars of the Charge, here and there, 
as God ſpall put into your Minds, and to ſubmit my felf 

wholly to your Piety and Grace. 

And naw I have ſpoken to your Lordſhips as Jud- 
ges, TI ſhall ſay a few Words unto yeu as Peers and 
Prelates, humbly commending my Cauſe to your noble 
Minds and magnanimous Affections. 

Your L:rdſhips are not jumply Fudges, but Parli- 
amentary Judges; you have a farther Extent of Ar- 
bitrary Power than other Courts; and if you be not 
tied by ordinary Courſe of Courts, or Precedents, in 
Paints of Striftneſs and Severity, much leſs in 
Points of Mercy and Mitigation: And yet if any 
Thing, which I (ball moue, might be contrary to your 
honourable and worthy End, (the introducing a Re- 

formation) I ſhould not ſeek it. But herein I beſeech 
wvour Lordſhips to give me leave to tell you a Story, 

Titus Manlius roa his Sons Life, for giving Bat- 
tie againſt the Prohibition of his General: Met many 

5 Years 
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Nars after, the like Severity was purſued by Papitius An. 19. 
Curſor, the Dictator, again Quintus Maximus; 621 


who being upon the Point to be ſentenced, was, by the 
— + # ſome particular Perſons of the Senate, 


ſpared: ereupon, Livy maketh this grave and 
graticits Obſervation, Neque minus firmata eſt 
Diſciplina militaris Periculo Quinti Maximi, quam 
miſerabili Supplicio Titi Mantii, The Diſcipline of 
War was no leſs eſtabliſhed by the Queſtioning of Quin- 
tus Maximus, than by the Puniſhment of Titus 
Manlius. And the ſame Reaſon is in the Reformation 
of Fuſtice ; for the Queſtioning of Men in eminent 
Places, hath the ſame Terror, though nat the ſame 
Rigour, with the Puniſhment, But my Cauſe ſtays 
not there ; for my humble Deſire is, That his Majeſty 
would take the Seal into bis Hands ; which is a great 
Downfall, and may ſerve, I hope, in it ſelf, for an 
Expiation of my Faults, 

' Therefore, Mercy and Mitigation be in your 
Lordſbips Power, and no Way troſs your Ends, why 
ſhould I not hope of your Favour and Commiſeration ? 
Your Lordſbips will be pleaſed to behold your chief Pat- 
tern, the King cur Severeign, a King of incomparable 
Clemency, and whoſe Heart is inſcrutable for Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſi; and your Lordſhips will remem- 
ber, there fat not, theſe Hundred Years before, a 

Prince in your Houſe ; and never fuch a Prince, whoſe 
Preſence deſerveth to be made memorable by Records, 
and Alis mix d of Mercy and Fuſtice. Yourſelves are 
either Nobles, (and Compaſſion ever beateth in the 
Veins of noble Bluod,) or Reverend Prelates, who are 
the Servants of him that would not break the bruiſed 
Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking Flax. Yeu all ſit upon 
a bigh Stage, and therefore cannot but be ſenſible of 
the Changes of human Conditions, and of the Fall of 
many from high Places. 

Neither will your Lirdfhips forget, that there are 
Vitia Temporis, as well as Vitia Hominis ; and the 
Beg nuing of Reformation hath the contrary Power 10 
the Pool of Betheſda; for tha! had Strength to cure 
him only that was firſl caſi in, and this bath Strength 
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An. 19. James I. £0 hurt him only that is firſt caſt in; and, for my Part, 


1621, 


J wifh it may flay there, and go no farther. 

Laſtly, Iaſure my ſelf, your Lordſhips have a no- 
ble Feeling of me, as a Member of your own Body ; 
and one that, in this very Seſſion, had ſome T afte of your 
loving Aﬀettions, which, I hope, was not a Light- 
ning before the Death of them, but rather a Spark of 
that Grate, which now in the Concluſion will more 
appear : And therefore my humble Suit to your Lord- 
ſhips is, That my penitent Submiſſion may be my Sen- 
tence ; the Loſs of my Seal my Puniſhment ; and that 
your Lordſbips would recommend me to his Majeſly's 
Grate and Pardon for all that is paſt, God's Holy 
Spirit be among you. | 


April 1 7 Your Lordſhips 
1621, 35 Humble Servant, 
| and Suppliant, 


Fran. ST. ALBAN, Canc. 


This Submiſſion being read by the Clerk, and af- 
terwards repeated by the Lord Chief Juſtice, the 
Houſe adjourned, ad Libitum, for the better deba- 
ting, Whether the ſaid Submiſſion was a ſufficient 
Confeſſion for the Lords to ground their Cenſure 
on? Their Lordſhips being all agreed, That the 
Lord Chancellor's Submiſſion was not ſatisfactory, 
for that his Confeſſion therein was not fully nor 
particularly ſet down; but did, in ſome Sort, ex- 
tenuate it, and ſeeined to preſcribe the Sentence to 
be given againſt him by the Houſe : It was reſol- 
ved, That the Lord Chancellor ſhould be char- 
ged with the Briberies and Corruptions complained 
of againſt him, and that he ſhould make a particu- 
lar Anſwer thereunto. But, whether the Chan- 
cellor ſhould be brought to the Bar to hear the 
Charge; or, that Reſpect being had to his Perſon, 
as having yet the King's Great Seal, the Charge 
ſhall be ſent to him in Writing; was much deba- 
ted. And, being put to the Queſtion, it was car- 
ried for the latter. | A 

0 


Of ENGLAND. 403 


It was then ordered, That Mr. Baron Denham An. 19. James I. 


and Mr. Attorney General (c) ſhould be ſent to the 


on was not fully ſet down in the faid Submiſſion, 
for three Cauſes: 

. His Lordſhip confeſſeth not any particular 
Bribe nor Corruption. | 

* 2. Nor ſheweth how his Lordſhip heard o 


the —_ thereof. | 

* 3. The Confeſſion, ſuch as it is, is afterwards 
extenuated in the ſaid Submiſſion ; and therefore 
the Lords have ſent him a Particular of the Charge, 
and do expect his Anſwer with all convenient Ex- 
pedition.” 
CoRRuPT1oNs charged on the Lord Chancellor, 

with the PROOFs thereof. 


I. IN the Cauſe between Sir Rowland Egerton, Articles of the 
Ent. and Edward Egerton, Eſq; the Lord — 2 


Chancellor received 5001. on the Part of Sir Row- 
land, before he decreed the ſame. Proved by the 
Depaſition of Sir Rowland Egerton, and John 
Brook, who provided the Money, and payed it to 
the Chancellor's Agent. Bevis Thelwell depoſes 
he delivered 200 l. to the Lord Chancellor he re- 
ceived from Edward Egerton, in the ſame Cauſe. 
And 4001. more. Proved by the Depoſitions of Sir 
Richard Young and Sir George Haſtings, Ralph 
Merefill, and Triſtram Wardward. 

II. In the Cauſe between Hody and Hody, he 
received a Dozen of Buttons of the Value of 501. 
a Forthnight after the Cauſe was ended. ,Proved 
by the Depoſitions of Sir Thomas Perient and Jobn 
Churchill; who ſpeaks of greater Value by the Re- 
port of Hoay. 

III. In the Cauſe between the Lady Wharton 
and the Coheirs of Sir Francis Willoughby, he re- 
ceived of the Lady 3101. Proved by the Depoſitions 
of the Lady M Rarton, Richard Keeling, and An- 
thony Gardner. 75. | 

* _ .- AXCE-8 IV. 


(%) Sir Thomas Coventry, ſo appointed upcn the Removal of Sit 


Henry Yelverton, 


Chancellor with this Meſſage, That his Confeſſi- Which the Lords 
unſatisfactory. 
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An. 19. James I. IV. In Sir Thomas Mont's Cauſe, he received of 


621, 


Sir T homas by the Hands of Sir Henry Holmes, 1001. 


but this was nine Months after the Suit was ended. 


Proved by the Depoſition of Sir Henny Holmes, 
V. In the Cauſe between Sir John Trevor and 
Aſcue, he receiv'd of the ſaid Sir 7obn 100 1. Pro- 
ved * the Depoſition of Richard Keeling. 
VI. In the Cauſe between Holman and Young, 
he received of Young 100 l. after the Decree made 
for him. Proved by the aforeſaid Richard Keeling. 
VII. In the Cauſe between Fiſber and Wrenham, 
after the Decree was paſt, he received of Fiſher 
a Suit of Hangings worth 160 l. and better; which 


Fiſher gave by Advice of Mr. Duke. Proved by 


the Depoſition of Sir Edward Fiſher. 

VIII. In one K:nneday's Cauſe he had of him a 
rich Cabinet worth 800 l. Proved by the Depoſi- 
tion of James Kenneday. 

IX. He borrowed of one Valore 1000 l. upon 
his own Bond, at one Time ; and the like Sum at 
another Time, on his own Note, indorſed by Hunt, 
his Servant. Proyed by the Depoſition of Peter 
Lalore. | | 

X. He received from Richard Scot 200 l. after 
his Cauſe was ended, hut upon a precedent Pro- 
miſe; likewiſe, he had in the fame Cauſe 100 l. 
for Sir John LenthaPs Part. Proved by the Depo- 
fitions of Richard Scot and Edward Sherborne. 

XI. In a Caufe between roth and Sir Arthur 
Manwaring, he had of the former 100 l. Proved 
by John Churchill and John Hunt. 

XII. Sir Ralph Hansby, having a Cauſe depend- 
ing before the Chancellor, he had of him 5001, 
Proved by the Depoſitions of ß ® * „ 

XIII. Villiam Counton had an Extent granted 
him for a Debt of 1200 l. the Lord Chancellor 
ſtayed it and wrote his Letter; on which Part of 
the Debt was paid preſently, and Part at a future 
Day. The Lord Chancellor hereupon ſends to 
borrow 5001. and, becauſe Cotn was to pay to 
one Huxley 440 l. his Lordſhip requir d Huxley to 
forbear it for ſix Months, and thereupon obtains the 

Money 
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Money from Counter. The Money being unpaid, Suit An. 19. James I, 


ows between Huxley and Counton, in Chancery; 
where his Lordſhip decreed Counton to pay Huxley 
the Debt, with Damages and Coſts, when the Mo- 
ney was in his own Hands. Proved by the Depo- 
ſnion of William Counton. ' 

XIV. In the Cavſe between Sir William Brunke 
and Aubrey, the Chancellor received from Aubrey 
100 l. Proved by the Depoſitions of Chriftopher 
Aubrey, Sir George Haſlings, and the Letters from 
Aubrey to the Lord Chancellor. 

XV. In Lord Montagu's Cauſe, he received from 
that Lord 6 or 700 l. and more was to be paid at 
the End of the Cauſe. Proved by Bevis Theltvell. 

XVI, In Mr. Dunch's Cauſe he received from 
him 2001. Proved by Thelwell. 

XVII. In a Cauſe between Reynel and Peacock, 
the Lord Chancellor received from Reyne! 200 l. 
and a Diamond Ring worth 5 or 6001. Proved 
by the Depofitions of Fohn Hunt and Sir Jahn 
Reynel. He took of Peacock alſo 100 l. and bor- 
rowed 1000 l. without Security, Intereſt, or Time 
of Repayment. Proved by William Peacock and 
James Role. | Wy. | 

XVIII. In the Cauſe between Smithwick and 
Wyche, he received from the former 200 l. which 
was repaid. Proved by Jobn Hunt, 

XIX. In Sir Henry Ruſſe”s Cauſe, he received 


Money from him; but it is not certain how much. 


Proved by Hunt. | 

XX, In the Cauſe of Mr. Barker, the Chan- 
cellor received of the ſaid Barker 700 l. Proved 
by the Depoſitions of Robert Barker and Edward 
Sherborne, 

X XI. There being a Reference from his Ma- 
jeſty to his Lordſhip, for a Buſineſs between the 


Grocers and Apothecaries of London, he received 


of the Giocers 200 l. Proved by the Depoſitions 


of Sir Thomas Middleton, Alderman Fahn/on, and 


Jahn Banbury. And he received, in the ſame 
Cauſe of the Apothecaries, who oppoſed the Gro- 
cers, a Taſter of Gold worth 40 or 501, toge- 
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Ah; 19. James I. ther with a Preſent of Ambergreaſe. Proved by 
 n6zzy, Sir Thomas Middleton and Samuel Tones. Alſo, of 
the new Company of Apothecaries, in the ſame 
— oo l. Proved by Fobn Kellet and Gabriel 

j E. : 

XXII. He took of the French Merchants 10001, 
to conſtrain the Vintners of London to take from 
them 1500 Tuns of Wine. Proved by the De- 
poſitions of Nobert Bell, William Spright, and Ri- 
char Peacock. To accompliſh this Bufineſs he uſed 
very indirect Means, by Colour of his Office and 
Authority, without Bill or Suit depending; terri- 
tying the Vintners by Threats and Impriſonments 
of their Perſons, to buy Wines, for which they had 
no Uſe nor Need, at higher Rates than they were 
at that Time vendible. Proved by the Depofi- 
tions of Fohn Child, Henry Aſhton, Thomas Hef 
ſelfoote, Ralph Mhoor, ' Thomas Knight, and the 
Chancellor's own Letters. and Orders. 

XXIII. The Lord Chancellor hath alſo given 
way to great Exactions by his Servants, both in re- 
ſpect of private Seals, and likewiſe for ſealing of 

junctions, with other Things. Proved by Tho- 
mas Mamuwoed and Richard Keeling. 


| Pot Meridiem, Mr Baron Denham and the 
| Attorney General reported, That they did Ve- 
| ſterday, according to the Direction of the Houſe, 
deſiver unto the Lord Chancellor, the Charge of 
his Corruptions, &:c. in Writing, and required his 
| Lordſhip's Anſwer ; who ſaid he would return 
one as ſoon as poſſible. | 
3 The Lord Chief Juſtice received a Letter from 
| the Lord Chancellor, directed to Sir James Ly, 
Knight, Lord Chief ve of the King's Bench, 
and ſupplying the Place of Lord Chancellor by 
| Commiſſion; which Letter the Lords would take 
| no Notice of, becauſe it was directed to the Lord 
| Chief Juſtice, and not to the Houle. 
| It was moved by the Lord Sou hampton, That 
the Lord Chancellor's Anſwer was not ſatisfactory 
| 10 their laſt Meſſage; but that he ſhould be War 


Of ENGLAND. 407 


red to anſwer directly from his own Mouth. Upon A3. 19. ws 


this a long Debate aroſe, Whether he ſhould be 
brought to the Bar or no? At laſt another Meſ- 
ſage was agreed upon to be ſent to this Effect, That 
their Lordſhips, having received a doubtful Anſwer 
to the Meſſage they ſent to him Yeſterday, they 


now ſend again to him to know of him, directly .;, ſe 
and preſently, whether he willmake his Confeſſi- give a direct An- 
on, or ſtand upon his Defence ?? ſwer, 


Anſwer. * That the Lord Chancellor will make 
no Manner of Defence to the Charge, but mean- 
eth to acknowledge Corruption ; to make a parti- 
cular Confeſſion to every Point ; and, after that, an 
humble Submiſſion : But he humbly craves Li- 
berty, that where the Charge is more full than he 
finds the Truth of the Fact, he may make Decla- 
ration of the real Truth in ſuch Particulars, the 
Charge being brief, and not containing all Circum- 
ſtances.” The Lords allowed him Time, to Apri/ 
the 3oth, to ſend ſuch Confeſſion and Submiſſion 
as he intended to make. 

The Lord Treaſurer reported what occurred at 
the Conference, Yeſterday, with the Commons, 
touching the Affair of Sir Jahn Bennet; the Effect 


thereof was, * That the ſaid Sir Jobn Bennet, Knt. proceedings in 
Judge of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, be; the Caſe of Sir 
ing directed by Law, both what to do, and what Ihn Bennet. 


Fees to take, did, contrary to Law, exact great 
and extream Fees, with much Bribery. Some 
Complaints againſt him were opened, with a Re- 
queſt from the Commons that they might ſend up 
more hereafter, if any came before them.“ 

A Petition from Sir John Bennet to the Lords 
was read, humbly ſnewing, That he was kept 
a cloſe Priſoner, under the Cuſtody of the Sheriff 
of London, in his own Houſe, and humbly defiring 
to have the Liberty of that, upon good Security.” 

Upon a Motion made to the Lords, how far the 
Petitioner ſhould have this Liberty granted him, it 
was at laſt agreed and ordered, That whereas Sir 
John Bennet, Knight, had preſented a Petition, ſet- 


ung forth that he was kept a cloſe Pritoner, = 
cir 
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1 An, 19. James I. their Lordſhips would permit him the Liberty of 


1621. 


Charge againſt 
Sir Francis Mit- 


chell. 


his own Houſe, upon this Security, To give into 
this Court the Names of ſuch ſufficient Perſons 
as will be Bail for his ſorthcoming; who ſhall be 
hound in the full Sum of 40, ooo 1. or elſe he ſhall 
be committed to the T ver, and have the Liberty 
thereof,” | 


April 26. Some Bills were read, and one Breach 


of Privilege complained of ; after which the Col- 
jection of Offences committed by Sir Francis Mit- 
chel, Copartner with Mompeſſon, with the Proofs 
thereof, was read, viz. | 

I. That he received an Annuity of 1001. per 
Annum, to be continued for five Years, for exe- 
cuting the Commiſſion, touching Gold and Silver- 
Thread. Proved by the Deed of the Grant there- 
of from Richard Dyke, and Sir Nicholas Salter, Knt. 
tohim the ſaid Mitchell, dated May 27. A. 17. Fac. 
II. © He and Henry Tweedy took upon them the 
Execution of the firſt Commiſſion, touching Gold 


and Silver-Thread, and therein exceeded and abu- 


ſed their Power, by committing divers to Priſon 
before Conviction, and by committing others for 
refuſing to enter into Bonds required by them, and 
not warranted by the ſaid Commiſſion. Proved by 
the Depoſitions of ſeveral Perſons, committed for re- 
fuſing tobe bound from following their free Trades. 

III. That there being a ſecond Commiſſion, 
touching Gold and Silver- Thread, granted, he a- 
lone committed divers to Priſon, the Authority be+ 
ing given to two.” 

IV. © That he erected an Office, kept a Court, 
made Officers and divers unwarrantable Orders, and 
exacted Bonds for the Obſervance of the ſame. 
Proved by his Bcoks. of Orders, and the Bonds 
themſelves, c | 

V. That in a Suit between Fouls and Lake, 
in the Star-Chamber, he took of the latter three 
rar Pieces to compound the ſame. Proved by 

ate. 8 

Sir Francis Mitchell being called to the Bar, was 
charged with the ſaid Offences; and be made his 

An- 


UW r. 
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Anſwers unto them particularly. Some he denied, n. 19. James I, 


and others confeſſed; and then having Leave to 
ſpeak for himſelf, he made a Diſcourſe, * Com- 
mending the firſt Commiſſion of Gold and Silver- 
Thread; and that he miſliked the ſecond Com- 
miſſion, and would not have medled with it, if he 
could have avoided it: But Mompeſſon told him 

weekly, that he had a Command from the King 
todo thus and thus; and what could he do to with- 
ſtand Mompe/ſſon ?* And then he was withdrawn. 

Poſt Meridiem. Matthias Fowlis was brought to 
the Bar, and charged with many heinous Offences, 
in the Patent of Gold and Silver-'T hread, &c. by 
falſe-dying and counterfeiting the ſame ; which, 
having anſwered to, he was ordered again to the 
Bar the next Morning. 

April 27. The Charge againſt Favlis continued, 
and his Defence ; which took up the whole Fore- 
noon, Afterwards the Lords agreed to meet in 
their Robes, and give Sentence againſt Sir Francis 
Mitchell, in the Afternoon; and Frlis was ordered 
to attend alſo. | 

Poſt Meridiem. Some Debate aroſe in the Houſe, 
Whether Sir Francis Mitchell ſhould be examined 
again, as to ſome Points, before Sentence? It was 
agreed he. ſhould. And, after ſome Queſtions 
about other Matters, he was particularly examined 
about Sir Edward Villiers, Buckingbam's Brother; 
who is named alſo by the Commons in their De- 
claration. He ſaid, 

* That he was tald, by Hearſay, Sir Edward 
Villiers was with Sir Henry Yelverton, about this 
Buſineſs of the Patent of Gold and Silver- Thread; 
but knows not for certain of any Thing which Sir 
Edward ſaid, or that Sir Henry wrote any Letters 
to the Lord Chancellor, about the Commitment 
of any Offenders againſt that Patent. He faid that 
Sir Henry Yelverton committed three or four Silk- 
Men, as he hath heard ; but he knows not whether 
Sir Edward Villiers was preſent at the Commitment 
of the Silk- Men, or whether Sir Edward did threa- 
ten theſe Silk-Men ; but adds, he hath heard _ 

0 
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An, 19. James I. the ſaid Sir Edward was accuſed of it; but he 


1621, 


Petition of Sir 
Henry Yelver- 
ton. 


knows not by whom.” 


April 28. After ſome Bills were read, and ſome 
other Buſineſs of leſs Moment done, the Lieute- 
nant of the Tower was called on to bring in the 
Body of Sir Henry Yelverton, according to an Or- 
der of the Houſe the 18th inſt. The Lieutenant 
excuſed his not bringing the Priſoner, becauſe he 
was ſo troubled with the Rheum and Toothach he 
was not able to ſpeak. The Officer was ſworn to 
this; and beſides it was ordered, That the Earls of 
Dorſet and Warwick, the Biſhop of Bangor, the 
Lords Hunſden, Walden, and Grey ſhould be ſent 
to the Tower to view the Perſon of the ſaid Sir 
Henry Yelverton, and examine the Truth of the 
Excuſe delivered. by the Lieutenant. 

In. regard that his Majeſty, in a late Speech in 
this Houſe, had faid, That the Objections of 
the Writs of Que Warranto, in the Buſineſs of 
© the Inns, againſt Sir Henry Yelverton, was ſome- 
* what ſtrange unto him,“ it was moved in the 
Houſe, That the Lords ſhould endeavour to give 
his Majeſty Satisfaction of the Reaſons thereof. 
A Cotnmittee was therefore appointed to wait on 
his Majeſty, at ſuch Time as he ſhould be pleaſed 
to admit them to his Preſence; and to inform him, 
That the fame was particularly objected againſt 
Sir Henry, in the Declaration of the Complaint of 
the Lower Houſe to their Lordſhips; and to ſhew 
his Majeſty the Number of them that were moleſt- 
ed thereby, under the Hands of the Officers of the, 
Gone fice; and how few were legally proceeded 

It. 


aga 
April 30. The Earl of Dorſet, from the Com- 


mittee appointed to go to inſpect Sir Henry Velver- 
tan at the Tower, reported, That they found him 
in his Bed, much ſwoln about the Face with the 
Rheum: That his Anſwer is ready; and that he 
hopes to be able, in two or three Days, to make 
his Appearance at the Bar.” | 

The Lord Chief Juſtice acquainted the Lords, 


that he had received from the Lord Chancellor, a 
Paper- 
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Paper-Roll, ſealed up; which being opened, was an, 19. James I. 
found to be directed to their Lordſhips, and Was = 


read. 


in the High Court of Parliament aſſembled, 


me the LoRD CHANCELLOR, 
* adviſed Conſideration of the Charge, deſcend- 


ing into my own Conſcience, and calling my Me- cellor Bacon's 
mory to account as far as am able, 1 do plainly and 


ingenuouſly confeſs, that I am guilty of Corruption, 


and do renounce all Defence, and put myſelf on the 


Grace and Mercy of your Lordſbips. 
The Particulars 1 confeſs and declare to be as fol- 


5 

In this Confeſſion the Chancellor repeats every 
particular Head of the Charge againſt him ; but as 
that hath been given at large in the foregoing Pages, 
it is needleſs to inſert it again here. We ſhall 
therefore only give his Anſwers to each Article, as 
they are put down in the Charge ſeriati m. 


I. To the firſt Article he. confeſſed, That His Anſwers to 
upon a Reference from his Majeſty, of all Suits each Article 
between Sir Rowland Egerton and Edward Eger-* 


ton, both Parties ſubmitted to his Award, by re- 
ciprocal Recognizances in 10,000 Marks a Piece: 

hat after divers Hearings, he made his Award 
with the Advice of Lord Hobart; and, ſome Days 
after, the Sums mentioned in the Charge were de- 
livered to him from Sir Rowland, That, Mr. Ed- 
ward Egerton flying off from the Award, a Suit 
was begun in Chancery by Sir Rowland Egerton, 
to have the Award confirmed; and a Decree was 
made thereupon. That ſoon after his Coming to 
the Seal, when many preſented him, he received 
the 400 1. mentioned in this Article, of Mr. Eger- 
ten; but, as he remembred, it was for Favours 


paſt, 


IL 


To the Rt. Hon. the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 


The ConFess1on and HUMBLE SUBMISSION of 


1621, 


The Lord Chan- 


— of the 
Charge againſt 
him. 


Aa. 19. James I, 
| ” ) __ 
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II. That in the Cauſe between Hedy and May, 
about. a Forthnight after the Cauſe was ended, 
there were Gold- Buttons, about the Value of 50 1, 
preſented him.” f 

III. That in the Cauſe between the Lady 


Ipperton, and the Cobeits of Sir Francis Willoughby, 


he received of the Lady I harton 200 l. in Gold, 
and, at another Time, an hundred Pieces, while the 
Cauſe was depending.” 2 

IV. That he received of Sir Thomas Monk one 
hundred Pieces ; but it was long after his Suit 


Was ended. 


V. That he received of Sir Jobn Treuer, as 


aNew-Year's-Gift, 1001. but he confeſſed it was 


while his Cauſe was depending.” . 

VT. In the Cauſe between Hyman and Young, 
he received of Dung an 100 |. but it was long at- 
ter his Cauſe was ended. 

VII. © That while the Cauſe was depending be- 
tween Fiſher and Wrenham.(or Mraynbam) he did 
receive of Sir Edward Fiſher a Suit of Hangings 
of the Value of about 160 l. towards furniſhing 
his Houſe; and was at the ſame Time preſented 
by others, who were no Suitors, with Furniture 
for his Houſe.” | 


VIII. As to the Charge of his receiving a Ca- 


. binet, of the Value of 8ao1. of Sir Jahn Kenne- 


day; a Cabinet was indeed. ſent to his Houſe by 
Sir Jobn, but not of half that Value; but he re- 
fuſed to accept it, and wag determined to ſend it 
back again: That one Pinkney, who ſtood enga- 
ged for the Money to pay for the Cabinet, deſired 
he might have it; and thereupon Sir John entreated 
his Lordſhip, that he would not diſgrace him by 
returning the Gift, much leſs put it into a wrong 
Hand ; and that he was ready to return it to whom 
their Lordſhips ſhould appoint.” | . 
IX. He confeſſed he had borrowed 100 l. of 
FValre; but looked upon it as a Debt, and was 
obliged to repay it.” 1 N =. 
X. * He acknowledged his receiving 200 l. of 
Mr. Scot, about a Forthnight after the Decree — 
| e 
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ſed for him: And that he received 100 l. of Sir An. 19 . 


Jour" Lenthall, about a Menth after the Decree 

XI. © That the Cauſe between roth and Man- 
waring was ended by his Arbitrement, by Conſent 
of Parties, and he received of Mr. /Proth 100 l. 
about a Month after the Cauſe was ended.” 

XII. That he received of Sir Ralph Hansby, 
while his Cauſe was depending, 500 1.” 

XIII. That he did borrow the 500]. men- 
tioned in this Article, of Counton; but looked upon 
it as a Debt which he was obliged to repay.” 

XIV. In the Cauſe between Sir William Broun- 
ter and Aubrey, he did acknowledge his receiving 
100 l. of Aubrey. 

XV. © He confeſſed he received Money of the 
Lord Montagu, while his Suit was depending, to 
the Amount of 6, or 700 J. 

XVI. He confeſſed his receiving 200 1. of Mr, 
Dunch ; but thought it was ſome Time after the 
Decree.” 

XVII. © He confeſſed his receiving 2001. of 
Sir George Reynell, his near Relation, at his firſt 
Coming to the Seal, to be beſtow'd in Furniture; 
but thinks this was before any Suit began: And as 
to the Diamond-Ring he received of him while 
his Cauſe was depending, charged to be worth 5, 
or 600 |, it was not of near that Value; though, 
he confeſſed, it was too much for a New-Year's- 
Gift: He alſo confeſſed his receiving of 100 l. of 
Mr. Peacock, at his Coming to the Seal, as a Pre- 
ſent, and that he afterwards borrowed 1000 l. of 
him at twice; for which, he ſaid, he would take 
no Security or Intereſt, and gave him his own 
Time for repaying it. 

XVIII. He confeſſed his Servant Hunt did 
receive 200 l. of Smithwick ; but that he ordered 
it to be repaid.” 

XIX. That he did receive of Sir Henry Ruſſel 
3, or 400 l. about a Month after the Cauſe was 
decreed; in which Decree he was aſſiſted by two 
of the Judges. 


XX. 


414 The Parliamentary His TORY 


An. 19. James l. XX. * He confeſſed he received of Mr. Barker 


the 700 l. mentioned in this Article, ſome Time 
after the Decree paſſed.” Rh 
XXI. As to this Article, he confeſſed he re- 


| ceived the Sums there mentioned, viz. of the Gro- 


cers, 200 l. of the Apothecaries, that ſtood with 
the Grocers, a Taſter of Gold, worth 40 or 50 l. 
and a Preſent of Ambergreaſe; and of anew Com- 
pany of Apothecaries, that ſtood againſt the Gro- 
cers, 1001. But this was no judicial Buſineſs, he 
obſerved, only a Compoſition between the Parties; 
and he thought, as they all received Benefit by it, 
and were all three common Purſes, there was no 
great Matter in receiving what they voluntarily 
preſented.” | 

XXII. © To this Article, in which he is char- 
ged with taking of the French Merchants 1000 1. 
to conſtrain the Company of Vintners to take 
1500 Tons of their Wine, with threatning and 
impriſoning the Vintners becauſe they would not 
take their Wines at higher Prices than they were 
vendible, he confeſſed, Sir Thomas Smith did deal 
with him in behalf of the French Company, in- 
forming him, That the Vintners, by Combina- 
tion, refuſed to take the Wines at any reaſonable 
Prices, and that this would deſtroy their Trade, 
which the State was concerned in; and that the 
Company would gratify him with 1000 l. for the 
Trouble he ſhould take in it. He did, he conſeſ- 
ſed, thereupon endeavour to compromiſe Matters 
between them, and prevent a Suit, propounding 
ſuch a Price as the Vintners might gain 61. a Ton; 
and the King afterwards recommending the Buſi- 
nels to him, as a Matter that concerned his Cuſ- 
roms, he dealt the more peremptorily in it, and 
did, for a Day or two, reſtrain ſome of thoſe that 
were the moſt ſtiff, in a Meflenger's Hands; and 
afterwards the Merchants preſented him with a 
1000 |, 

XXIII. © To this Article, That he had given 
way to the Exactions of his Servants, in reſpect of 
private Seals, and Injunctions, he confeſſed it to 

be 
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be a great Fault, that he had looked no better to ,,, 19. James I. 


his Servants.” 


He then concludes thus : 

This Declaration I have made unto your Lord/ſpips 
with a fincere Mind, humbly craving, that if there 
ould be any miſtaking, your Lordſhips would im- 
pute it to want of Memory, and not to any Deſire of 
mine to obſeure Truth, or palliate any Thing: For I 
do confeſs that in the Piints charged againſt me, 
altho* they ſhould be taken as myſelf have declared 
them, there is a great deal of Corruption and Ne- 
gleit ; for which I am heartily and penitently forry, 
and fubmit myſelf to the Fudgment, Grace, and 
Mercy of this Court. For Extenuations I will uſe 
none concerning the Matters themſelves ; only it may 
pleaſe your Lordſhips, out of your Nobleneſs, to caſt 
your Eyes of Compaſſion upon my Perſon and Eſtate. 
[ never was noted for an avaritious Man, and the 
Apoſile ſays, that Covetouſneſs is the Root of all 
Evil = alſo that your Lord/hips do rather find 
me in the State of Grace ; for that in all theſe Par- 
ticulars, there are few or none that are not almoſ? 
two Years old; whereas thoſe that haue a Habit of 
Corruption, do commonly wax worſe and worſe ; ſo 
that it hath pleaſed God to prepare me, by precedent 
Degrees of Amendment, to my preſent Penitency; 
and, as for my Eftate, it is ſo mean and poor, as my 
Care is now chiefly to ſatisfy my Debts. 

And ſo, fearing I have troubled your Lord/hips 
ton lung, I ſhall conclude with an humble Suit unto 
your Lordſhips, That, if you proceed to ſentence, 
your Sentence may not be heavy to my Ruin; but 
gracious and mixed with Mercy ; and not oniy ſo, but 
that you would be noble Interceſſors for me to his 
Majeſty likewiſe for his Grace and Favour. 

Your Lordſhips 
Humble Servant and Suppliant, 
Fran. ST ALBA, Canc. 


This Confeſſion and Submiſſion being read, a 
Committee of twelve Lords were appointed to go 
to the Chancellor, and ſhew him the ſaid —_— 

on, 


An. 19. James J. 


The Great Seal 


taken from him, 


Further Proceed- 
ings againſt Sir 
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fon, and tell him that the Lords do conceive it to 
be an ingenuous and full Confeſſion. To demand 
of him alſo, Whether it be his own Hand that is 
ſubſcribed to the ſame, and whether he will ſtand 
to it or no? | 

The Committee being return'd, reported, That 
they had ſhewn the Chancellor the Confeſſion, and 
delivered the reſt of the Meflage to him; who an- 
ſwered, My Lords, It is my Af, my Hand, and 
my Heart, I beſeech your Lordſhips to be merciſul to 
a broken Reed. Which Report being made, it 
was agreed by the Houſe to move his Majeſty to 
ſequeſter the Seals, and to intreat his Highneſs, the 
Prince, that he would be pleaſed todo this z which 
his Highneſs readily condeſcended to ; and the for- 
mer Committee of Lords were appointed to at- 
tend him. 

April 30. poſt Meridiem. His Royal Highneſs 
made a Report to the Houſe, * That, according 
to their Requeſts, he, with the Lords that accom- 
panied him, had moved his Majeſty to ſequeſter the 
Great Seal from the Lord Chancellor ; whereunto 
his * Majeſty moit willingly yielded, and ſaid he 
would have done it, if he had not been moved 
thereto.” | 

Sir Henry Telverton was then brought to the 
Bar ; when the Lord Steward inform'd the Houſe, 


HenryYelverton. That his Majeſty is ſatisfied concerning the char- 


ging Sir Henry, in this Houſe, with the Matter of 
Inns and Hoſteries. Then the Chief Juſtice read 
the Charge, which was made againſt him on the 
18th of April, with his Anſwers thereto, and de- 
manded of him, Whether he now would affirm 
thoſe Anſwers? Unto which he replied, © That 
the fix Charges againſt him may be reduced into 
two, the one of Gold and Silver-Thread, the o- 
ther of Inns and Hoſteries. He humbly deſired, 
therefore, that he might then anſwer to every par- 
ticular Charge, in ſerie Temporis. 

May 2. A new Commiſſion from the King was 
read, conſtituting =O Ley, Knight, Lord 
Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench, to ſupply = 


Of ENGLAND. 417 
Office of a Lord Chancellor, or Lord Keeper of An. 19. jimet; 


162k, 


the Great Seal, in the Houſe of Lords. 

* Afterwards the Lord Treaſurer acquainted the 
Houſe, ©* That he had his Majeſty's Commands to 
deliver a Meſſage to their Lordſhips of a double 
Nature; firſt, an Account of what was done; and, 
ſecondly, a Signification of what was to be done. 

As to the firſt, his Highneſs had preſented their 
Lordſhips Requeſt to his Majeſty, that he would 
be pleaſed, as the Caſe then ſtood, to command the 
Seal from the Lord Chancellor. 

Accordingly, Yeſterday, his Lordſhip, the Lord 
Steward, the Lord Chamberlain, and the Earl of 
Arundel, at the King's Command, went to the 
Lord Chancellor, and received from him the Great 
Seal, and deliver'd the ſame to his Majeſty ; who, 
by Commiſſion, hath appointed the keeping of it 
to him and the other Lords with him. 

To the ſecond, his Majeſty hath commanded 
him to ſignify to their Lordſhips, That he un- 
* derſtands Sir Henry Yelverton, being called here be- 
* fore them the other Day, as a Delinquent, an- 
* ſwered not as ſuch, but as a Judge or Accuſer 
© of a Member of this Houſe, the Lord of Buck- 
* ingham. And whereas, in his firſt Speech, here 
© in this Houſe, he touched the King's Honour 
* ſaying, He ſuffered for the Patents of Inns, or 
to that Effect, he was ſo far from extenuating 
© or excuſing the Offence, that the laſt Day he 
* had aggravated the ſame.” 
© Wherefore his Majeſty's Pleaſure is, that Him- 
© ſelf will be the Judge as to what concerns his 
* own Perſon; and, as to what relates to the 
© Lord of Buckingham, fince he had beſought his 
* Majelty that it might be left to this Houſe, ſo he 
* leaves it wholly to their Lordſhips.” 

This Meſſage being delivered, the Lords found 
by it, that the King intended to take the Judgment 
of Sir Henry Yelverton out of their Hands, as touch- 
ing his own Honour; his Majeſty having been 
miſinformed, that the Lords had referred it back to 
bim: Wherefore a Motion was made, That the 

Vol. V. D d Houſe 
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An, 19. James]. Houſe fhould be humble Suitors to his Majeſty, 

= 16az, that he would be pleaſed not to reſume this out of 
their Hands, but give their Lordſhips Leave tocon- 
tinue ſudges thereof. After ſome Debate, it was 
reſolved, That a Committee of the whole Houſe 
ſhould attend his Majeſty, at his Pleaſure ; and that 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in the Name of the 
whole Houle, ſhould deliver the following Meſſage 
to him. 

* Whereas it has pleaſed your Majeſty, in a late 
Speech to this Houſe, to require us to do Juſtice 
upon Sir Henry Yelverton, in a Matter concerning 
E own Honour; fince which Time ſome Words 

ve been uſed in this Houſe, which your Majeſty 
conceives do rather aggravate than extenuate his 
Fault: Whereupon your Majeſty did this Day fig- 
nify by the Lord Treaſurer, That of what concerns 
your own Honour, yourſelf would be the Fudge: T he 
Lords knowing your Majeſty's Tenderneſs of the | 
Privileges of this Houſe, and their own Zeal unto 
your Majeſty's Honour, do humbly beſeech your | 
Majeſty to alter your Reſolution ; otherwiſe, this | 
Change may ſtrike ſome Fear into us, that we are ; 
not held ſo tender and zealous, in our dutiful Af- 
fections, in point of your Majeſty's Honour, as we | 
defire you ſhould think us to be, and are moſt ready 
to yield due Proofs thereof.” , 

Agreed to proceed to ſentence the Lord Chan- | 
cellor To-morrow Morning ; therefore the Gen- 
tleman-Uſher, and the Serjeant at Arms, Attend- 
ants of this Houſe, were commanded to fummon | 
him to appear at the Bar by Nine o'Clock, and | 
that the Serjeant ſhew him the Mace at the ſaid 
Summons. 

May 3. The Lord Chamberlain reported to the 
Houſe, That his Majeſty had ordered him to ac- 
quaint them, That he was pleaſed a Committee of 
this Houſe ſhould have Acceis to him, on the Bu- 
fineſs of Sir Henry Yetverton, on Sunday next, 
May 6. at Four in the Afternoon. | 

The Officers ſent to ſummon the Lord Chancel- 
lor being returned, reported to the Houſe, That, 

ac- 


. . ie or 
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according to their Lordſhips Appointment, they An. 19. Junest; 
62 


had waited on him, but found him fick in Bed : 
That, notwithſtanding, they delivered their Lord- 
ſhips Meſſage to him; who anſwered, © That he 
was ſick, and proteſted he feigned not this for an 
Excuſe ; for, if be had been well, he would wil- 
lingly have come.” 

The Lords reſolved, however, to proceed againſt 
the Lord Chancellor ; and, the Attorney General 
having read the Charge and Confeſſions, it was put 
to the Queſtion, * Whether the Lord Chancellor 
was guilty of the Matters wherewith he was char- 
ged?” Agreed, Nemine diſſentiente, * That he was 
guilty.” And to the end that the Lords might more 
freely diſpute and reſolve what Sentence to paſs - 
upon him for his ſaid Offences, the Houſe adjourn- 
ed ad libitum. 

After ſome Time, the Lord Chief Juſtice being 
returned to his Place, put another Queſtion, 

© Whether the Lord Viſcount St. Alban, Lord 
Chancellor, ſhall be ſuſpended of all his Titles of 
Nobility, during his Life, or no? It was agreed, 
per plures, * That he ſhall not be ſuſpended thereof.” 

The Sentence being agreed upon againſt the 
Chancellor, the Lords ſent a Meſſage to the other 
Houſe, That they were ready to give Judgment 
againſt the Lord Viſcount Sr. Albans, if they, with 
their Speaker, came to demand it. 

In the mean Time the Lords put on their Robes, 
and Mr. Speaker being come to the Bar, after 
making three low Obeyfances, delivered himſelf as 
follows: 

The Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes of the Com- 
mons Houſe of Parliament, having made Complaint 
unto your Lordſhips of many exorbitant Offences of 
Bribery and Corruption committed by the Lord Chan- 
cellor, we underſtand that your Lordſhips are ready 
to give Judgment upon him fit the ſame. M here 
fore, I, their Speaker, in their Names, do humbly 
demand Fudgment 54 him, the Lord Chancellor, 


as the Nature of his Offences and Demerits require. 
d 2 The 
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a. 2g; James I. The Lord Chief Juſtice anſwered, 
1621, Mr.'S er, 

Upon the Complaint of the Commons againſt the 
Lord Viſcount St. Alban, Lord Chancellor, this 
High Court hath thereby, and by his own Confeſ- 
fron, found him guilty of the Crimes and Corrup- 
tions complained of by the Commons, and of ſundry 
other Crimes and Corruptions of like Nature. 

Therefore, this High Court, having firft ſummon- 

The Judgment ed him to attend, and 3 Ry gals æcuſe 

againſt the Lord of nat attending, by reaſon 0 rmities and Sicł- 

_———_ 5 which he proteſted 4 Saga or elſe he 
would moſt willingly have attended; doth, neverthe- 
leſs, think fit to proceed to Fudgment. And, there- 
fore, this High Court doth adiudge, 

1. That the Lord Viſcount St. Alban, Lord Chan- 
cellor of England, Hall undergo Fine and Ranſom 
of 40,0001, ; 

2. That he ſhall be impriſoned in the Tower, 
during the. King's Pleaſure. 

3. That he ſhall, for ever, be incapable of hold- 
ing any Office, Place, or Employment, in the State 
or Commonel/zalth. 

4. That he ſhall never fit in Parliament, nor 
come within the Verge of the Court. 

Then his Highneſs the Prince was intreated by the 
Houſe, That, accompanied with divers Lords of 
this Houſe, he would be pleaſed to preſent this 
Sentence given againſt the late Lord Chancellor 
unto his Majeſty ; which he readily conſented to. 

Thus this truly great Man, the Wonder of the 
Age he lived in, and of ſucceeding Ages, for na- 
tural and acquired Endowments, fell from the Pin- 
nacle of State and Glory, never to riſe again. 
His Profuſeneſs and Liberality, much more than 
Covetouſneſs, drew him into Wants, and into 
thoſe mean Artifices to ſupply them. He ſuffered, 
however, greatly for his Crimes here ; for, though 
it be allowed that his Sentence was much milder 
than his Offences deſerved; yet, in ſo noble a 
Mind, the bare Reflection on what he once was, 
muſt have been a conſtant Torment to his Th 

is 
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This is beſt exemplified by his «wn Words, in An. 


a Letter to the King, wrote ſome Years after, 
praying his Majeſty to releaſe him from the Parlia- 
ment's Sentence. To do as much Juſtice as poſ- 
fible to the Story of this Great Man, the Letter, 


itſelf, is thought proper to be added (/). 
The Lerd Bacon to the KINS. 
Moſt Gracious and Dread Sovereign, | 


B EFORE I make my Petition to your Majeſty, g. 


19. James I, 
1621. 


Letter to the 


I make my Prayers to God above, Pectore King. 


ab imo, that if I have ever held any Thing fo dear as 
your Majeſty's Service, nay, ycur Heart's Eaſe and 
your Honour, I may be repulſed with a Denial. But, 
if that hath been the Principal with me, that God 
cho knoweth my Heart, would move your Majeſty's 
Riyal Heart to take Compaſſion of me, and to grant 
my Deſire. 

I proſirate myſelf at your Majeſty's Feet; I, your 
antient Servant, now ſixty-four Years in Age, and 
three Years and five Months old in Miſery. I de- 
fire not from your Majefly Means, nor Place, nor 
E mployment ; but only, after ſo long a Time | - Ex- 
Piation, a compleat and total Remiſſion of the Sen- 
tence of the Upper Houſe, to the End that Blot of 
Jenominy may be removed from me, and from my 
Memory with Poſterity ; that I die not à condemned 
Man, but may be to your Majeſty, as I am to God, 
nova Creatura, Dur Majeſly hath pardoned the 
like to Sir John Bennet, between whoſe Caſe and 
ming, (not being partial to myſelf, hut ſpeaking out 
of the general Opinion) there was as much Diffe- 
rence, I will not ſay as between Black and White, 
but as between Grey or Aſh- coloured; look down there- 
fore, dear Sovereign, upon me alſo in Pity. I know 
vour Majeſty's Heart is inſcrutable for Geoanejs ; 
and my Lord of Buckingham was wont to tell me 
von tas the beſt natured Man in the World; and it 
is Gid's Property that thoſe he hath loved he loveth to 
the End. Let your Majeſty's Grace, in this my De- 

D d 3 fir 8, 

(cala, or Myſcries of State, Fol, Ed. P. 6a. 
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b e, fiream down upon me, and let it be out of the 
* — . and Spring-Head, and ex mero Motu; 
that, living or dying, the Print of the Gocdneſs « 
King James may be in my Heart, and his Praiſes in 
my 5. This my moſt humble Requeſt granted, 
may make me live a Near or tiuo happily 3. and, de- 
nied, will kill me quickly, But yet, the laſt Thing 
that would die with me, will be the Heart and Af- 


fection of 
July 30, Your Majeſty's 
1624. Moſt humble, 


and true devoted Servant, 
Fr. Sr. AI BAN. 


This Letter had the deſired Effect; for, not 
long after, the King directed the Attorney Gene- 
ral, Coventry, to draw out the Form of his Pardon; 
and, as this, Warrant is alſo ſomewhat particular, it 
deſerves no leſs Notice than the Petition (m).. 


* Truſty and well-beloved, we greet you well. 


WF = EREAS our right truſly and right well- 
In conſequence of beloved Couſin, the Viſcount of St. Alban, upon 
_ be obtains g Sentence given in the Upper House of Parliament, 
Bus kardon. full three Year: ſince and more, hath endured Luſi of 
his Place, Imprijonment, and Confinement alſo, for 
a great Time, which may ſuffice for the ga. 
tion of Fuſtice and Example to others : We being al- 
ways graciouſly inclined to temper Mercy with Ju- 
ice, and calling to Mind his former good Services, 
and how well and profitably he hath ſpent his Time 
fince his Troubles, are pleaſed to remove from bim 
that Blat of Ignominy, which yet remaineth upon 
him, of Incapatity and Diſablement, and to remit 
him ail Penalties whatſoever inflifted by that Sen- 
tence ; having thereupon pardoned his Fine and re- 
lzaſed bis Confinement: Theſe are therefore to will 
and require you to prepare for our Signature a Bill 
containing 
(1m) Cabala, or Myſteries of State, Fol. Ed. P. 249. 
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1 untaining 4 Pardon, in due Form of Law, of the An. 19. Janesl, 
: whole Sentence; for which, this ſhall be your fuffici= 16a. 
ent Warrant. 


But when the Pardon was made ready, the Lord 
Keeper, Biſhop Williams, demurred to the Sealing 
of it; and, in a Letter to the Duke of Bucking- 
ham gave theſe Reaſons for it (a): 

* Firſt, That his Majeſty and the Duke did con- The Lord Keep- 
ceiye that the Lord St. Alban's Pardon and Grant of er's Objections 
bis Fine came both together to his Hands, becauſe t Failing it 
he was directed to paſs them both together. But his 
Lordſhip was too cunning for him : He paſſed his 
Fine (whereby he deceived his Creditors) ten Days 
before he preſented his Pardon to the Seal. So asnow 
he found the Parliament Fine excepted in his Par- 
don, which, before the Sealing of the ſame, he had 
obtained. And, whether the Houſe of Lords 
would not hold themſelves mocked and derided 
with ſuch an Exception, he left to his Lordſhip's 
Judgment; theſe two Grants being contradictory, 
in this Point, the one to the other.” 

« Secondly, The King pardons, in particular 
Words, all Sums of Money taken for falſe Judg- 
ments and Decrees : And therefore the Exception 
of the Parliamentary Cenſure, being inflicted but 
for the ſame Cauſe, coming a good Way after it, 
was too late in Law; and will be of no Force to 
ſatisfy the Lords, fince there is a Clauſe added which 
was never in any other Pardon.” 

«* Thirdly, The King pardons the Lord St. A- 
han the ſtealing away, altering and interlining of 
his Majeſty's Rolls, Records and Briefs, c. which 
are of more Conſequence, in a Lord Chancellor's 
Pardon, than the Embezzling of his Majeſty's 
Jewels in a Lord Chamberlain. And yet, the Lord 
Chancellor Elleſmere could not endure that Clauſe 
in the Earl ot Sorer/er's Pardon, unleſs the Jewels 
were particularly named.” | 

* Fourthbly, He would not meddle or touch upon 
thoſe Miſtakings which might fall between the 
King 


0% Catala, or Myferies of State, Fol. Ed. P. 263 
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An, 9. James 1, King and P arliament, or the Miſinterpretations 


that Enemies might make thereof to the Duke's 
Prejudice, becauſe he ſaw the King, in his great 
Wiſdom, did not regard them. He only wiſhed 
the Pardon had been referred to the Council- Board, 
and there paſſed. Concluding, That he had diſ- 
charged himſelf of theſe Scruples, in Reſpect only 
to the King's Service and the Duke's Honour, 
which had made this ſhort Stay to the Pardon. 
But, whatever his Grace ſhould now direct ſhould 
be readily put in Execution.” 


Whether this Pardon was altered, on the Strength 
of the foregoing Reaſons, is not mentioned; but 
it appears that Lord Verulam was not much better 
for it, in regard to his Fortune. He led a retired 
Life ſome few Years more; and died April ꝗth, 
in the Year 1626, and in the 66th of his Age. 
Thus much we thought proper to ſubjoin to the 
Cataſtrophy of this Great Man's Fate; to whoſe 
Memory may be faid, as it has been of another's, 


Thy Works, which ne er will die, ſhall be 

An everlaſting Monument to Thee. 

And Mr. Pepe gives his Lordſhip this Character; 
If Parts allure thee, think hot Bacon /hin'd, 


The-wiſeſt, brighpigſt, meaneſt of Mankind (o). 


But now to our Journals: 

May 4. After two private Bills were read, a 
Meſſage was ſent to the Lower Houſe to defire 
them to fit this Afternoon ; for that the Lords 
would have Occaſion to ſend to them on ſome Bu- 
fineſs of Importance. Accordingly, we find that 
the Offences, wherewith Sir Francis Mitchell was 
charged, being read, and the Queſtion being put, 
Whether the ſaid Sir Fhncis be guilty of the 
Offences, or any of them, ſo charged upon him, 
that he is worthy to be cenſured? It was agreed, 
unanimouſly, that he waz. Then another Meſſage 
was ſent to the Commons, That the Lords were 
ready to give Judgment againſt Sir Francis Mitchell, 
for many exorbitant Offences, of which they had 
found 


(0) Eſey u Man, Ep. 4. L. 281. 
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found him guilty ; if they, with their Speaker, will an. 19. James L. 


162 


come to demand it. The Speaker, being come up 
to the Bar, ſpoke as follows : 

Whereas a Complaint, from the Houſe of Commons, 

hath been exhibited againſt Sir Giles Mompeſſon and 
Sir Francis Mitchell, for many Offences committed 
by them againſt the King and Common-Wealth ; your 
Lordſbips have proceeded with Mompeſſon, and 
given Judgment againſt bim; and underſlanding 
that you are ready, alſo, to pronounce Fudgment a- 
gainſt Sir Francis Mitchell, J, the Speaker, in the 
Name of the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes of the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament, do demand and pray 
that Judgment may be given againſt the ſaid Sir 
Francis Mitchell, according to bis Demerits. 

The Lord Chief Juſtice then pronounced Judg- 
ment in hec Verba; 

Mr. Speaker, 


1. 


The Lords Spiritual and Temporal haue taken he Sentence 


into due Conſideration the great Care and Pains, taken upon Sir Francis 


by the Commons, to infarm their Lord/hips of the Mitchell. 


great Complaint, and the Quality and Nature there, 
preſented unto them againſt Sir Francis Mitchell and 
others; wherefore their Lardſhips, being well prepared 
by them to the true Under/landing of the ſame, have 
proceeded to the perfett Diſcovery thereof, (by Exa- 
mination of divers Witneſſes upon Oath) and do find, 
thereby, the ſaid Sir Francis Mitchell clearly guilty 
of many great Crimes and Offences againſt his Ma- 
jelly and the Common- Wealth, and bave reſolved, at 
this Time, to proceed againſt him for the ſame, 
Therefore the Lords Spiritual and Temporal of this 
High Court of. Parliament do award and adjudge, 

I. That the ſaid Francis Mitchell ſhell Hand 
and be from henceforth degraded of the Order of 
Knighthaod, with Reſervation of the Dignity to his 
Wife and Children. The Ceremonies of Degrada- 
tion to be performed by Direction of this Court to the 
Earl Marſhal's Court. 

2. That he ſhall be impriſoned during the King's 
Pleaſure, in the Goal, in Finſbury Fields, in the ſame 

Chamber 


* 


* 
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An, 19. James 1, Chamber which be provided for others ; the Tower 


1621. 


where he now remains being too worthy for him. 

3. That he ſhall undergo @ Fine of 1000 J. 

4. That be ſball be diſabled to bold or receive any 
Office, under the King, or the Common-Weelth. 


Ordered to proceed to take Examinations againſt 
Sir Jabn Bennet To-morrow Morning. 


Wilſon writes, That this Mitchel! was a poor 
ſneaking Juſtice of Peace, that lived amongſt the 
Brothels near Clertentoell; whoſe Clerk and he 
lived by Contributions, 2nnual and caſual, raifed 
from that Neighbourhood. And, being a very peſti- 
ferous Plant in his own Nature, he was brought 
to Court and knighted; and being corroborated 
by Letters Patent, he took the Liberty to be more 
ravenous upon poor People, to the grating of the 
Bones, and ſucking out the very Marrow of their 
Subſtance (p). | 

Mr. Cambden hath left us the Ceremony of this 
Man's Degradation ; in which, according to his 
Office, he, probably, was an Actor (9). On the 
laſt Day of the Term, ſays he, at three in the 
Afternoon, Sir Francis Mitchell was brought by 
the Sheriffs of London to Wetmin/ler- Hall, Pre- 
ſently after came the Commiſſioners for the Office 
of Earl Marſhall, viz. the Duke of Lenox, the Mar- 
quis of Buckingham, and the Earl of Arundel; 
with ſeveral Barons that were Spectators. Sir Fran- 
cis Mitchell is brought before theſe, and the Sentence 
of Parliament againſt him read, in an audible Voice, 
by a Purſuivant; his Spurs were hacked in Pieces 
by the Servants of the Earl Marſhal and thrown 
away. Then the Silver-Sword, which ought to 
have been gilded, was taken from his Side, broke 
over his Head and thrown away. Laſt of all he 
was pronounced no longer to be a Knight, but a 
Knave; as was formerly done to Andrew de Har- 
clay, wh-n he was degraded in the Time of King 
Edward 11.” 

*_ It 


n Kenner, Vol. II. P. 731. 
2 Cambden's Annals, in Kennet, 5p. 652. 
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It may be obſerved of this Mitchell, That there An. 19. James 1, 
was the Lex Talionis paſſed upon him; by the Sen» 1621. 
tence of impriſoning him in the fame Priſon he 
built for. others : Neither was the Sentence, at all, 
mitigated by the King, for he continued there to 
the End of his Days. | 
—— nec Lex eſt juſtior ulla, 
Quan Necis Artifices Arte perire ſud. 


May 5. Three and twenty Witneſſes were 
ſworn before the Lords, in the bat againſt 
Sir John Bennet; and ſeveral private Bills being 
read, The Houſe was moved to take into Conſi- 
deration an Act, lately done by the Commons, in 
convening before them the Perſon of one Edward Proceedings in 
Lide; in examining of Witneſſes, giving Judg- th* ——ů— 
ment upon him, and entering it as an Act of their Lord — 
own. That this Proceeding trenched deep into aalizing the 
the Privileges of their Houſe, for that all Judgments PrincelsPalatine, 
do, properly and only, belong unto the Lords. 
Therefore, it was reſolved not to ſuffer any Thing 
to paſs, which might prejudice their Right in this 
Point of Judicature; and yet, ſo to proceed, as 
that the Love and good Correſpondency between 
both Houſes might be continued.” 
The Commons had been ſome Time in exa- 
mining Witneſſes againſt this Lide; and, ha- 
ving ſufficient Proof of his ſpeaking the Words he 
was accuſed of, on the firſt of May proceeded to 
give Judgment againſt him. Many Arguments 
enſued on what Puniſhment to inflit upon him; 
and, amongſt the reſt, Sir Edwin Sandys ſaid, * That 
the Houſe ought to be well adviſed, ſince there was 
much Difficulty in the Caſe : That their Sentence 
would be cenſured in a great Part of the Chriſtiun 
World: That the Root of this Man's Malice was 
IIll-Affection to Religion, and, conſequently, to the 
State. There were but two eminent Perſons, be- 
fore, viz, King Edward VI. and Queen Jane, who 
had eſcaped the virulent Tongues of Oppoſites in 
Religion, This Lady Elizabeth was the third, who 


Was 
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As. 19. James I. Was much praiſed by all her Enemies (r). That he 
7621. was for joining with the Lords in this Proceeding ; 
was it not for the great Buſineſs they had, and ſhould 
ſoon bring before them : —In the Sentence, not to 
meddle with his Religion, but his Offencein Tongue; 
for that would mike him be canonized : That the 
Words he had ſpoken were Words of Contempt, 
not of Slander 3 therefore to puniſh him with as 
much Contempt as may be, &c.? | 
On the whole, the Commons agteed on a Sen- 
tence, which the Speaker denounced againſt the Of- 
fender, kneeling at their Bar; which Sentence was 
ordered to be entered in their Journals. And, that 
the Reader may the better underſtand the Buſineſs, 
wee give it in its own Form, as follows : 
They paſs Sen- Be it remembered, that, upon Tueſday, the firſt 
tence againſt Day of May, in the Year of the Reign of our So. 
dim. vereign Lord James, by the, Grace of God, King 
of England, &c. the nineteenth ; Edward Lloyde, 
ate of Clannemayne, within the County of Salop, 
Eſquire, was impeached before the Commons aſſem- 
bled in this Parlfament, for that the ſaid Edward, 
fithence the Summons of this Parliament, in the Pri- 
fon of the Fleete, ' baving Communication concerning 
the moſt illuſtrious: Princeſs the Lady Elizabeth, on!y 
Daughter of our ſaid Sovereign Lmd, and the moſt 
excellent Prince her Huſband, did uſe and utter, 
openly and publickly, falſe, malicious, and deſpiteful 
Speeches, of the ſaid two Princes; /aying in this 
Manner, * I have heard, that Prague is taten; and 
« Grodman' Palſgrave and Gaodwife Palſgrave have 
« taken their Heel, and run away; and, as baue 
© heard, Goodwife Paiſgrove is taken Priſoner ;* and 
that thoſe Wards were ſpo len by him, in moſt deſpite- 
ful and feornful Manner, with a fleering and ſcof- 
fing Countenance, and with a Purpoſe to diſgrace, 
as much as in him lay, thoſe two Princes; and that 
at other Times he did, in like deſpiteful and reproach- 
Jul Manner, uje other malicious and 1 nn 
A | oras 


(r) The Princeſs Palatine, the King's Daughter. But this is 
—_ explained in the Sequel, under the Proceedings of the 26th 
v4 974 
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Wards of them. Whereupon the ſaid Commons, g { 
their Love and Zeal to our ſaid —— Lord, * = 
ot minding to let paſs unpuniſhed thoſe Things, that 
tended to the Diſgrace of his Majeſty's Iſue, a Part 
of himſelf, who is Head of the Parliament, did call 
befire them the ſaid Edward Lloyde, and theresf 
did queſtion him; and thereupon ſo far proceeded, 
that after, upon the ſame Day, for that the ſaid 
Matters, whereof the ſaid Edward was impeached, 
were true and notorious, therefore ay” a Commons, 
in the Commons Houſe aſſembled in Parliament, did 
adjudge and award, that the Fay Edward Lloyde 
ſhould be returned that Night Priſoner to the Fleete, 
where before he remained in Priſon, and to lie that 
Night in a Place there, called Bolton's Ward; and 
Hall, the next Morning, be brought to Weſtminſter, 
into the great Yard before the Door of the great Hall 
of Pleds, and be there ſet, and ſtand, upon the Pil- 
bry, from nine until eleven of the Cluck, in the Fore- 
non, with a Paper upon his Hat, with this Inſcrip- 
tion, in capital Lelters, of theſe Wards; * For falſe, 
malicious, and deſpiteſul Speeches, againſt the King's 
Daughter, and her Huſband ;” and from . thence 
ſhall preſently ride to the Exchange within the City 
of London, upon a Horſe, without a Saddle, with 
his Face backwards towards the Horſe Tail, holding 
the Tail in his Hand, with the former Paper on his 
Head ; and be there again ſet, and ſtand, upon the 
Pillory, twa Hours ; and from thence ſhall ride, in 
like Manner, to the Fleete, and there to remain un- 
til the next Friday Morning; and, on that Morn- 
ing, to ride, in lite Manner, into Cheapeſide, in 
the City of London, and there ſball be ſet, and fland, 
upon the Pilhiry, with the former Paper and Inſcrip- 
ton, by the Space of two Hours, that is, from ten 
until twelve of the Clock in the Foreycon of that Day; 
and ride back to the Fleete, in lite Manner as be- 
fore: And that there is ſer, and aſſeſſed upon him, 
a Fine of One Thouſand Pounds. 

This Proceeding the Lords judged to be a great Which the Lords 
Infringement of their Privileges ; and, on the 2 
aforeſaid, after mature Deliberation of the 1 their Privileges. 

Fr the 


- 


1621. 
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An. 19. James l. the Lords ſent a Meſſage, in Writing, to the Com- 


mons, by two of the Judges, importing, that, 

The Lords, during all this Parliament, have 
had much Contentment in the good Correſpon- 
dency that hath been between both Houſes : That 
their Lordſhips have an earneſt Affection, and an 
aſſured Confidence of the happy Continuance of it 
to the End; with a full Reſolution of all poſſible 
Endeavours, on their Parts, tending. thereunto. 
Their Lordſhips having heard of a Cenſure lately 
paſſed in that Houſe, againſt one Edward Lide, are 
defirous of a Conference for the Accommodation 
of that Buſineſs, in ſuch fort as may be without 
any Prejudice to the Privileges of either Houſe. 
This Conference they defire, if it may ſtand with 
the Occafions of that Houſe, may be between the 
whole Houſes, at Three in the Afternoon, in the 
Painted Chamber ; with Power to each Commit- 
tee to treat and conſer freely, and to underſtand 
each other's Reaſons.” 

To the end that the Lords might agree amongſt 


| themſelves, in what Manner to proceed at the ſaid 


Conference, the Houſe adjourned ad libitum; and, 
being returned, it was reſolved that the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury ſhould begin, and the Lord Treaſurer, 
the Lord Chamberlain, and the Earl of Southamp- 
ton, ſhould argue and diſpute about it. 

Anſwer return'd from the Commons, by Sir 
Lyonel Cranfield, and others. 

« The Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes of the 
Houſe of Commons, have commanded me to let 
your Lordſhips underſtand, that they take great 
Comfort in the Meſſage which your Lordſhips ſent 
them, anddefire the happy Continuance of the Love 
and Unity of both Houſes. Their whole Houſe, 
as a Committee, will attend your Lordſhips at the 
Conference deſired, and at the Time and Place ap- 
pointed.” 

Pot Meridiem, After conſulting a Precedent 
ſhewn their Lordſhips by Mr Sergeant Crew An. 1. 
Hen. TV. which proved, That the Commons were 
net Fudges in Parliament; but that — be- 
4 25 
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longs unto the King and Lords alone (86), the whole An. 19. James1, 


Houſe went, as a Committee, into the Painted 
Chamber. And, being returned, the Houſe was 
reſumed ; when it was agreed, that the Judges and 
King's Council ſhould make a Report of the Col- 
jections of what the Commons alledged for their 
Right of Judicature. Adjourned. 

May 7. Thirty-one more Witneſſes were ſworn 
before the Lords in the Cauſe againſt Sir John Ben- 
net, Then the Archbiſhop of Canterbury report- 
ed, That Yeſterday, according to the Direction 
of the Houſe, he preſented their Lordſhips Petition 
unto the King, humbly deſiring that his Majeſty 
would be pleaſed that this Houſe might continue 
Judges of Sir Henry Yelverton, for the Matter con- 
cerning his Majeſty's Honour. At which Time 
his Majeſty faid, * That, in Example of that moſt 
famous Queen Elizabeth, when this whole Houſe 
was Suitors to her, he muſt return An/wer, Anfwer- 
leſs (t). But that this Morning his Majeſty*s Anſwer 
was, * The Lords knowing they enjoy their Ho- 
© nours from him, and under him, he doubts not but 
© they will be more tender of his Honour ſor that 
© Cauſe ; therefore he doth return back unto their 
Lordſhips the whole and final ordering of that 
« Buſineſs of Sir Henry Yelverton.” | 

The Lords having conſidered the Precedents al- 
ledged by the Commons, at the laſt Conference, do 
find that they tended to prove, 

I. * That the Houſe of Commons is a Court of 
Record.” 

2. * That they have adminiſtred an Oath in 
Matters concerning themſelves.” | 

3. * That they have inflicted Puniſhments on 
Delinquents, where the Cauſe has concerned a Meſ- 
ſenger of their Houſe, or the Privilege thereof.” 

1 heir Lordſhips determined, That the Que- 
ſtion, at this Time, is not, Whether that Houte be 
a Court of Record ; nor whether the Oath by them 
alledged to be miniſtred, in a Matter concerning 
that Houſe, was given by the Houſe, or by a _ 


() See Vol. II. p. 52. (t) Vol, IV. p. 292, 


1621. 
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An. 19. James I. ſter in Chancery, then one of their Members ; 


1621. 


nor whether they have a Right of Judicature in 
Matters concerning themſelves? But the Queſtion 
is, Whether that Houſe may proceed to ſentence 
any Man, who is not a Member of their Houſe, 
and for a Matter which does not concern them, 
for which the Commons alledged no Proofs, nor 
produced any Precedents? "Therefore their Lord- 
ſhips agreed to pray a Re-Conference about the 
ſame ; and, at the ſaid Conference, to ſtick to this 
only, That the Houſe of Commons have no 
Power of Judicature, no Coertion againſt any, 
but in Matters concerning their own Houſe.” 
May 8. Thirteen more Witneſſes ſworn, before 
the Lords, in the Cauſe of Sir John Bennet, &c. 
Then the Lord Chamberlain declared, That the 
King had commanded him to acquaint their Lord- 
ſhips, in Addition to what was delivered to them, 
Yeſterday, by the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
That altho' nothing is ſo dear unto him as his 
Honour; yet, as before, ſo he doth now, put in- 
to their Lordſhips Hands the Cauſe of Sir Henry 


. * Yelverton, not miſtruſting their Affections to him, 


Further Proceed- 
Ings againſt Sir 

Henry Yelver- 

ton. 


© nor their Judgments.” _ 

One Thomas Emerſon was examined, touching a 
Meſſage he brought to Sir Henry Yeluverton from 
Mompeſſon; which Sir Henry alledged in his Speech 
here of the 18th of April laſt, * That the ſaid Sit 
Henry Yelverton was not to keep his Place of the 
King's Attorney General long, if he withſtood the 
Proceedings in the Writs of Que Warrants for the 
Inns.” Emerſon ſaid, 

© I never delivered any Meſſage to Sir Henry 
Jelverton from Giles Mompeſſon ; but I delivered 


him ſome Speech by way of Advertiſement, not 


by way of Meſſage, as it paſſed from Mampeſſon 
to me concerning him; which I confeſs Mompe/- 
fon delivered to me as a Meſſage to be carried to Sir 
Henry, and what he told me was to this Effect ; 
That there was a Buſineſs concerning Sir Edward 
Villiers, of the Mint-Maſter's Place in the Tower ; - 
one pretends a former Grant ; the reſt of the King's 

a Council 
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Council had, or would deliver their Opinions, that Ag. rg. Jatieet. 


the former Grant is void in Law, and the Party 
unfit to execute the Place; only Mr Attorney Ge- 
neral oppoſed this: But, if he takes theſe Courſes, 
and refuſes to concur with the reſt of the King's 
Council, to certify his Opinion in Things that are 
honeſt, convenient, and agreeable to Law, he muſt 
not think to be Attorney a Month to an End, and 
tell him fo.? I anſwered, * You will not have me 
tell hita ſo; Yes, ſaid Mompeſſon, I pray you do 
it. And, after Supper, I took him afide, and asked 
him whether he would have me deliver that Meſ- 
ſage to Sir. Henry Yelverton, or no? He anſwered, 
Ves, by all Means, if you love him“ 
When I imparted this to Sir Henry Yelverton, 
he anſwered me, © This cannot be true; for I never 
was oh better Terms with my Lord of Bucks than 
now; and Sir Edward Villiers is one of the beſt" 
Friends F have ; and this very Suit I recommended 
to him by: Means of one Palmer. b 
Sir Henry Liverton, either by Word or Writing, 
acquaints Sir Edward Niliers with this, as I heard; 
and Sir Edward was diſcontented with Mompeſſon 
about it: Whereupon Mompeſſon came to me to 
know whether I had been with Mr Attorney, and 
wiſhed I had not imparted this Meſſage to him. 
He told me Sir Edward Villiers was much diſcon- 
tented with him; but he began to wave it at firſt, 
tho' he afterwards confeſſed he had ſent me to tell 
Mr. Attorney of it. Some Time after Mompeſſon 
went with me to Sir Henry Yelverton, and acknow- 
ledged the Speeches which were delivered by me; 
and they ſeemed'to be well ſatisfied with each other, 
and departed Friends, as far as I could perceive.* - 
© Since which Time I never ſpake with Sir 
Henry Yelverton, but upon one Bufineſs; nor had 
I everany Speech with him, concerning the Patent 
of Inns, nor the granting of any Quo Warrants ; 
nei her hath this Meſlage any Relation to the Patent 
of Inns or Bus Warrants ; neither did 1 ever hear 
of any Meflage'to him touching the Lord of Bucks.” 
All this Emerſo, upon Oath, affirmed to de trur. 
| E e 


vor. V. Then 
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An. 29. James I. Then the Lords directed the Attorney General to 

1621. open to the Houſe, as well the firſt Speech as the ſe- 

cond, (becauſe his Majeſty thought that Sir Henry 

Yelverton had by his ſecond Defence aggravated the 

former) who, coming up to the Clerk's Table, read 

Part of the Copy of the firſt Charge upon him; 

and his Notes for Anſwers, wrote in the Margent 

thereof by him. Alſo, the Notes taken of Sir 

Henry's: ſecond Speech, which was ſent to the 

King; and which he ſaid he did ſpeak in the Houſe, 

or would have ſpake if he had been permitted. 

But, the Morning being far ſpent, the Lords de- 

termined not to proceed againſt him then, but take 

another Time to conſider upon what Point of thoſe 
Speeches to think him worthy of Cenſure. 

Poſt Meridiem. The Houſe being to meet the 
Commons at the Re-Conference, this After- 
noon, concerning the Judicature in which the 
Lords conceived the others had trenched into their 
Liberties and Privileges ; and wherein their Lord- 
ſhips were not ſatisfied with the Precedents alledged 
by the Commons, at the former Conference, in 
their Defence thereof: Yet being deſirous to con- 
tinue that good Reſpect and Correſpondency which 
hath been all this Parliament between both the 
Houſes, they thought proper to order, That the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury ſhould begin the Intro- 
duction to the Conference, and propound any 
T hing that might tend to a gentle Ending of the 
ſame. And, that if the Commons would agree to 
a Sub-Committee to end this Buſineſs, then the 
Archbiſhop, the Lord Admiral, the Lord Cham- 
berlain, the Earls of Arundel and Scuthampton were 
appointed for that Purpoſe. And it was further 
agreed, That this Sub- Committee ſhould be limited 
not to yield to any Thing, in point of Judicature, 
which they of the Commons have done, leſt it 
may in Time become a Precedent to wrong the 
Privileges of the Lords.— The Commons agreed to 
a Sub-Committee, to end this Difference. 

' May 12. The Archbiſhop of Canterbury re- 
ported the Conference held Yeſterday * — 
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Sub-Committees of both Houſes, to this Effect; An. 19. James I. 
Firſt, The Commons ſhewed their conſtant Re- 16“ 


ſolution to maintain the Love and good Correſ- Report from the 
pondency between the two Houſes. Secondly, Sub-Committees 


Their Reſolution not to invade the Privileges Ofen. Caen of 


this Houſe, that have dealt ſo nobly with them. having paſſed 
Laſtly, That out of their Zeal they ſentenced Sentence on Ed- 
Lyde; but they leave him to the Lords, with * . 
Intimation of their Hope that this Houſe will cen- 
ſure him alſo. Then they propoſed a Proteſtation 
to be entered with the Lords for a Mean to ac- 
commodate the Buſineſs between them. 
A Proteſtation was immediately drawn vp and 
agreed to, in theſe Words; That the Proceedings The Commons 
lately paſſed in the Houſe of Commons, againſi Edward yield the Point 
Lloyde, be not at any Time hereafter drawn or ujed* — * 
os a Precedent, to the Enlarging or Diminiſhing of 
the lawful Rights or Privileges of either Houſe : But, 
that the Rights and Privileges of both Houſes, ſhall 
remain in the ſelf-ſame State and Plight as Before. 
— This Proteſtation is alſo entered in the Fournals 
of the Commons, without any Addition or Alte- 
ration by them. | 
Some Regulations being made in regard of the 
further Proceedings in Sir Henry Yelverton's Cauſe, . 
he was ordered to be brought to the Bar, to anſwer 
for himſelf, on Monday next, May 14. The 
King's Council were to make a Collection of the 
Words he ſpoke in this Houſe, to confer with the 
Judges about them; and to deliver their Opinion 
of them, before Sir Henry be ſet to the Bar. The 
King's Council were alſo ordered to enforce the 
Words againſt him. 3 LS 
May 14. The Lord Treaſurer delivered a Re- 
preſentation of Sir Henry Velverton's Caſe, as pre- 
ſented to the King; with his Majeſty's Pleaſure fig- 
nified that it might be read in the Houſe. The 


| Subſtance of which was as follows : 


I R Henry Yelverton, in Michaelmas Term laſt, Sir Henry Yel- 
was fentenced in the Star- Chamber for Breach ten 

of Truſt, in the 4-4" paſſing of a Char- 

f e 2 ter 
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An, 19. James I. ter to the City of London; tending to the Diſhe- 
3622, riſon of his Majeſty, both in Matter of kingly 
Power and high Prerogative, and alſo, in — 
of Revenues and Profits of the Crown; to the 
Oppreſſion and Grievance of the Subject, by rai- 
ſing of exceſſive Fees and Exactions. | 

© The: Sentence conſiſted of theſe three Parts: 
1. Impriſonment in the Tower. 2. A Fine of 
4000 l. 3. A Declaration of Diſability and Un- 
ftneſs to hold the Place of Attorney General. Un- 

der this Sentence Sir Henry Yelverton ſuffers at this 
Da: ; for, he is a Priſoner in the Teuer; removed 
from the Place of Attorney; and the Fine is le- 
viable upon him at his Majeſty's Pleaſure,” 

« That, on the 18th of April laſt, he was brought 
to the Bar in Parliament; and being there charged, 
iter alia, with ſome Miſcarriages, touching the 
Patent of Inns, he ſaid, If ever he had deterved 
well of his Majeſty, it was in that ; adding, That 
the King and Subjects were more abuſed by that 
Patent than by any other, and that he ſuffers at 
this Day, as he takes it, for that Patent,” 

© April 30. He was again brought tothe Bar, and 
ſpoke as follows: 

I cannot but preſent myſelf this Day, be- 
fare. your Highneſs and my Lords, with much 
Fear and more Grief; for I am compaſſed with 
ſo many Terrors from his Majeſty, as I might 
well hide my Head with Adam. His Majeſty's 
Diſpleaſure wounds me more than the Conſciouſ- 
nefs of any Faults; yet, I had rather have died 
than that the Common- Wealth ſhould. receive ſo 
much as a Scratch ſrom me.” 

I, that in none of my Actions feared the great 
Man, in whom they (Sir &dward Villiers and Sir 
Giles Mompeſſon ) did depend; much leſs would fear 
them who were but his Shadows. But, my moſt 
noble Lords, knowing that my Lord of Bueking- 
ham was ever at his Majeſty's Hand, ready, upon 

every Occaſion, to he me down, out of the ho- 
neſt Fear of a Servants not to offend fo Wy + a 

Mafter, 
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Maſter, as his Majeſty hath ever been to me, I did An. 5 James J. 


commit them, biz. the Silk-Men.“ 
© As to the Patent of Inns, I cannot but herein 


bemoan my Unhappineſs, That in the laſt Cauſe 


labouring by all Means to advance the Profit of his 
Majeſty; and, in this, with the Sight almoſt of 
my own Ruin, to preſerve his Majeſty's Honour 
and-the Quiet of the People, I am yet drawn in 
Queſtion as if I had equally diſhonoured his Ma- 
jeſty in both.” 

When Sir Giles faw I would not be moved to 
offend his Majeſty by his DireCtions, I received a 
Meſſage from Mr. Emerſon, ſent me by Sir Giles, 
That I would run myſelf upon the Rocks, and 
that I ſhould not hold my Place long, if I did thus 
withſtand the Patent of Inns, or to that Effect. 
Soon after came Sir Giles himſelf, and, like a He- 
rald at Arms, told me that he had this Meſſage to 
acquaint me with from my Lord of Buckingham, 
That I ſhould not hold my Place a Month if I did 
not conform myſelf in better Manner to the Patent 
of Inns; for my Lord had obtained it by Favour 
and would maintain it by his Power.” 

How could I but ſtartle at this Meſſage? I ſaw 
here was a great Aſſuming of Power to himſelf, to 
place or diſplace an Officer at his Pleaſure. I ſaw 
myfelf caſt upon two main Rocks; either, trea- 
cherouſly to forſake the Standing his Majeſty had 
ſet me on, or elfe, to endanger myſelf by a By- 
blow and to hazard my Fortune.” 

© I humbly beſeech your Lordſhips to think that 
Nature will ſtruggle, when ſhe ſees her Place and 
Means of Living thus aſſaulted; for now it was 
come to this, Whether I would obey his Majeſty 
or my Lord, if Sir Giles ſpoke true. Yet, I re- 


ſolved in this, to be as ſtubborn as Mordecai, not 


to ſtoop or paſs thoſe gracious Bounds, his Majeſty 
had preſcribed me.” 

Soon after, I found the Meſlage, in Part, made 
good; for all the Profits, almoſt, of my Place were 
diverted from me, and turned into an unuſual 
Channel, to one of my Lord's Worthies ; that I 
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An. 19. James I. Tetained little more than the Name of an Attor- 


The Lords re- 
ſoive to cenſure 
him. 


ney. It was ſo fatal and ſo penal, that it became 
Imoſt the Loſs of a Suit to come to me; my 
ace was but as the Seat of Winds and Tempeſts.” 
* Howbeit, I dare ſay, if my Lord of Bucking- 
ham had read the Articles exhibited, in this Place, 
againſt Hugh Deſpenſer (u); and had known the 
Danger of placing and diſplacing Officers about a 
King, he would not have purſued me with ſuch 
Bitterneſs. But, my Oppoſing his Lordſhip in 
the Patent of Inns, in the Patent of Alehouſes, in 
the i Cuſtoms, and in Sir Robert Naunton's De- 
putat on of his Place in the Court of Wards, have 
been my Overthrow. For theſe I ſuffer at this 
Day in my Eſtate and Fortune, (not meaning to 
ſay, as I take it, but as I know, for my Oppoſi- 
tion to his Lordſhip) above 20,000 l. (x) I know 
well that I ſuffer unjuſtly, in my Reſtraint, for my 
Offence, by his Lordſhip's Means: For my Heart 
tells me I was ever faithful to his Majeſty ; I ſought 
no Riches but his Grace.” 


The foregoing Minutes of Sir Henry Yelverton's 
Caſe being read, he was brought to the Bar, where 
Sergeant Grew and Mr. Attorney General opened 
the Charge againſt bim; and ſhewed, That thoſe 
Speeches did directly point to the Lord Marquis 
of Buckingham, and, by Conſequence, faſtned a 
Scandal on his Majeſty. Sir Henry, having Leave, 
explained himſelf touching the faid Speeches, and 
made his Defence to the Charge, which was very 
long. After wards, he was ordered to withdraw, 
and to be brought again to the Bar To- morrow in 
the Afternoon. | 

Mar 15. The Affair of Sir Henry Yelverton 
came on again; when the Queſtion being put, 
© Whether the taid Sir Henry is worthy to be cen- 
ſured, for Words ipoken by him in this Houſe, 
which touched the King's Honour ?* It was agreed 
he ſhould, Nemine diſſentiente. Afterwards they 

agreed 

(a) See Vol. 1 p. 161. Anno 14, Ed. Il. OE 
the Lore t fo —_—— #fbworth, but ſupplied from 
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agreed what Sentence ſhould be paſſed upon him: An, 1 


1. For Matters touching the King's Honour. 
2. For the Scandal on the Marquis of Buckingham, 
Lord Admiral. 3. For the Matter of Complaint 
againſt him by the Commons. But the Day being 
far ſpent in ſettling this Affair, the Lieutenant of 
the Tower had Orders to bring up the ſaid Sir Heu- 
ry Yelvertcn, at nine the next Morning. 

May 16. Several more Witneſſes ſworn in 
the Cauſe againſt Sir John Bennet; after which 
two public Bills were read, and then the Houle 
proceeded to give Sentence againſt Sir Henry Yel- 
roy the Memorial of which is entered in theſe 

ords : 


9. James I, 
1621, 


HeREAs, on the 14th Day of May, Sir The Memorial of 
Henry Yelverton was charged at this Bar, the Sentence a- 
That in the Term of St. Michael laſt paſt, for #*#him3 


Breach of Truſt and Miſdemeanors by him com- 
mitted, whilſt he was Attorney General to his 
Majeſty, viz. for drawing without Warrant a 
Charter unto the City of London, tending as well 
to his Majeſty's Diſheriſon, as to the Grievance 
and Oppreſſion of the Subject; was ſentenced by 
the Court of Star-Chamber to be a Perſon unfit to 
exerciſe or hold the Office of Attorney General; 
and was further adjudged to be impriſoned in the 
Tower, and to pay a Fine of 40co1. to his Maje- 
ſty. The faid Sir Henry Yetverton, being by Force 
of the ſaid Sentence impriſoned and ſtill liable to 
pay the faid Fine, was, upon the 18th of April 
laſt paſt, brought to the Bar of this High Court, 
and charged with tome Complaints of the Com- 
mons, with ſome Miſcarriages concerning two Pa- 
tents, the one for making Gold and Silver- Thread, 
the other for the licencing of Inns and Hoſteries; 
and being required to make Anſwer thereto ; touch» 
ing the laſt, he ſaid, * That if ever he deſerved 
well of his Majeſty it was of that Matter. That 
the King and Subject were more abuſed by it than 
by any other ; and that he ſuffered at that Day ſor 
oppoling that Patent, as he took it.“ FIR 
[4 n 
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An. 19. James I. And haying the Favour of this High Court to 

1621. he adviſed of his Anſwer to the 3oth of the ſame 

Month, and coming again to the Bar, the faid Sir 

Henry Yelverton made a long and large Anſwer to 

the Particulars of this Charge, as touching the ſaid 

Patents; and in his Anſwer uttered divers Speeches, 

by which he attributed all the Effects of that Sen- 

tence, vix. his Sufferings, his Hindrances, which 

he eſteemed. to the Value of 20,000 l. his Ruin 

and his Overthrow, unto his Oppoſition againſt 

that Patent of Inns and Hoſteries; to the great 

Scandal of his Majeſty in point of Honour and 

Juſtice. And the ſaid Sir Henry Yetverton in his 

Anſwer uttered ſeveral other Words of Scandal; 

which, though directly and immediately pointed at 

the Lord Marquis of Buckingham, Lord High Ad- 

miral of England, charging his Lordſhip with Mat- 

ter of Oppotition againſt the faid Sir Henry Leer- 

ton, to his Hindrance, Ruin and Overthrow ; yet, 

by Conſequence, the fame Words reach'd his Ma- 

jeſty, and faſtned 2 Scandal upon his Highneſs, 

in tolerating and giving way to thoſe Courſes, ſup- 

poſed by the faid Sir Henry Yelverton to be injuri- 

oufly wrought by the faid Lord Marquis; glancing, 

and, in à Sort, reſembling them to the Actions 

of Hugh Deſpenſer, and comparing himſelf to Mar- 

derai. After this the faid Charge was fully opened 

and preſſed by his Majeſty's Council, the honourable 

Court 1 the Defence and Examinations of 

the ſaid Sir Henry Yelverton to the ſame; but the 

Day being far ſpent, their Lordſhips did forbear to 

proceed to a Sentence or Judgment at that Time.” 

* Afterwards the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 

on the 15th of May, after long and ſerious Delibe- 

ration and Conference, and upon duc weighing of 

the Speeches and Words ſpoken before their Lord- 
ſhips in this High Court of Parliament, did with 

one Aﬀent, no Man diſagreeing, reſolve, That 

the ſaid Sir Henry Yelverton was worthy to be cen- 

{ured by this Court, for Words ſpoken by him in 

this Houſe, which did touch the King in Honour ; 
and did then alſo agree what Cenſure to paſs w=- 
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him for the ſame; but the Day being again far An. 1 


ſpent, they proceeded not to Judgment at” that 
Time, but ordered the ſaid Sir Henry Yelverton to 
be brought to the Bar this Day to hear the ſame; 
who being then at the Bar and the Lords in their 
Robes, the Lord Chief Juſtice pronounced the 


Judgment in hæc Verba: 


De Lords Spiritual and Temporal of this High 
Parliament do award and adjudge, 


9. James I. 
1621. 


Court 45 
1. That he, the ſaid Sir Henty Velverton, for For ſandering 
his Speeches uttered in this Court, which do touch the the King; 


Vg Majeſty in Honour, be fined to the King's 
Majefly Ten Thouſand Marks. 

2. That he ſhall be impriſoned in the T ower du- 
ring the King's Pleaſure. 

3. That he Hall make ſuch Acknowledgment of 
his Fault, and ſuch Submiſſion to his Majeſty, as ball 
be preſcribed unto him by this Court. The ſame to 
be made here at the Bar, either in the King's Pre- 
ſence, or, in his Abſence, at the King's Pleaſure. 


This Judgment being given againſt the ſaid Sir 
Henry Yelverton, for his ſaid Speeches, which touched 
bis Majeſty in Honour; and the Priſoner being 
withdrawn, the Lords took into their Conſideration 
That the ſaid Words and many others ſpoken 
here in this Houſe, at the ſame Time, by the ſaid 
Sir Henry Yelverton, did directly tend to the Scan- 
dal of the Marquis of Buckingham, Lord High 
Admiral of England; and therefore, by their 
Lordſhips Appointment, the ſaid Sir Henry Lei- 
verton was called in again, brought to the Bar, and 
was charged with the ſame ſcandalous Speeches by 
the King's Sergeant and the Attorney General. 
And, whereas, the greateſt Matter of Averment, 
on his Part, did depend upon a Meflage which the 
faid Sir Henry Yelverton did affirm was delivered to 
him by Mr. Thomas Emer/ſin, from Giles Mompe/- 
en; the Depoſitions of the ſaid Emerſon taken 
here in Court the 8th Day of May, were read by 
the Clerk, wherein the ſaid Emer/on did, upon bis 


Oath, abſolutely deny the faid Meſſage : And the 


ſaid 
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An. 19. James l. faid Sir Henry Nelverton having Leave to ſpeak for 


1621. 


And for aſperſing 


the Duke of 
Buckingham. 


But he is foon 
after pardon'd, 


himſelf, without Interruption, did not give the 
Houſe any good Satisfaction for the ſcandalous 
Speeches here by him uttered againſt the ſaid Lord. 
Wherefore, he being withdrawn from the Bar, 
and the faid Marquis alſo having withdrawn him- 
ſelf out of the Houſe, the Lords having long de- 
bated the Matter, reſolved, That the ſaid Sir 
Henry Yelverton was worthy of Cenſure, for his 
falſe and ſcandalous Words; and, being fully agreed 
about it, the Lord Marquis and the Priſoner were 
called in again, when the Lord Chief Juſtice pro- 
nounced Sentence againſt him in hec Verba: 


The Lords Spiritual and Temporal of this High 
Court of Parliament do adjudge and award, 

1. That Sir Henry Yelverton, Knt. for his falſe 
and ſcandalous Wards, uttered in this High Court 
of Parliament againſt the Lord Marguis of Buck- 
ingham, Lord High Admiral of England, Hall 
ay 5000 Marks unto the ſaid Marguis, 

2. That he ſhall be impriſoned. 
3. That he ſhall make juch Submiſſion, in this Court, 
to the Lord Marguis, as this Court ſhall preſcrile. 


This Judgment being given, the Lord Marquis 
freely remitted unto the faid Sir Henry Telyerton, 
the 4 5000 Marks, for which Sir Henry returned 
his moſt humble Thanks to his Lordſhip. The 
Lords alſo agreed to move his Majeſty to mitigate 
Sir Henry Yelverton's Fine, and his Royal Highneſs 
the Prince offered to andertake that Office. It is 
alſo very remarkable that no Cenſure was paſſed 
upon him, on account of the Complaint exhibited 
againſt him by the Commons ; nor does it appear 
that they ever reſented the Omiſſion. Mp 

Soon after the King wholly relinquiſhed the Fine 
due to him from Sir Henry on the Sentence; he 
was ſet at Liberty; reconciled to the Marquis; and 
was eſteemed, ſays Ruſbworth (x), a Man valde 

eru- 
(x) Vol. I. P. 34.— This Gentleman was Author of The Re- 


Ports; his Father was Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, Ann. 1597. 


(ſee Vol. IV. p. 411.) and his Deſcendant is now Earl of Suſſex 
Viſcount Longueville, &c. Py 
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truditus Lege, in his Time. In the ſucceeding An. 19. James 1. 


Reign he was made a Judge of the Common 
Pleas (5). 


A Meſſage from the Commons to put their The Commons 


Lordſhips in Mind of the Complaint againſt the 
Lord Biſhop of Landaſ, for an Offence proved to 


Wherefore the Commons demand Judgment a- 
gainſt him for the ſame. Anſwer, The Lords 
have been buſied with many Matters of great Im- 
portance ; but they ſhall hear from them ſhortly 
touching the ſaid Complaint, 

May 18. Both Houſes, by mutual Conſent, ad- 
journed to the 24th on account of Vbhitſuntide. 

May 24. Several public and private Bills read, 

May 25. After ſome other Bufineſs, the Lord 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, firſt of the Committee 
appointed by the Houſe to take Examinations in 
the Cauſe of Edward Llyde, reported that they 
had taken ſeveral, and were ſatisfied of the Proof 
of the Crimes objeCted againſt him; and moved 
the Houſe that Mr. Attorney General might read 
the ſaid Examinations. Accordingly, the Depo- 
ſition of fix ſeveral Perſons were read, and then it 
was ordered that Lloyde ſhould be brought to the 
Bar the next Morning, in order to proceed to 
Judgment againſt him. 

May 26. This Day Edward Liyde being ſet to 
the Bar, the Attorney General charged him with 
notorious Miſdemeanors and high Preſumption: 

I. In rejoicing at the Loſſes which had hap- 


IT. © For diſcouraging of others who bear good 
Affection unto them.” 

III. For ſpeaking baſely of them.” 

IV. For taking upon him to judge of the 
Rights of Kingdoms.” 

o the firſt Mr. Attorney ſnewed, That, in 
December laſt, Edward Lide, being Priſoner in 
the Fleet, having heard that Prague was taken, did 

upon 
(y) May 10. 1625, An, 1. Car. IJ. Chronica Jufidicialia, 


remind the Lords 

- their — 
int 

the Houſe of Commons, by the Teſtimony of IDS 

Randolph Davenport and divers other Witneſſes, Aff. 


pened to the King's Daughter and her Children.” gan . — 
— 


Edward 


USC ²˙ m CIT 5 


An. 19. James I. 


1621, 
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upon all Occaſions ſhew. himſelf joyful and glad of 
that Calamity and Affliction which had happened 
to the Prince and Princeſs Palatine, the King's 
. Daughter and her Children.“ 

to the ſecond, the Attorney ſaid, That 
Linde relating unto one Henry Pennington the Loſs 
of Prague, with the Captivity of the King's Son- 
in-Law, his Daughter and her Children; he the ſaid 
Pennington wiſhing that himſelf and all the conve- 
nieat Men of the Kingdom were preſſed forth not 
to return with their Lives, till they had redeemed 
her from Captivity: He the ſaid Layde reply'd, I 
am ſorry thou art ſuch a Fool; and the ſaid Pen- 
ningtoꝝ reproving him for ſaying ſo, Lide reply'd, 
That if he had been out of his Chamber he would 
have ftruck him,” 

For the third, Mr, Attorney ſhewed, * That 
the ſaid Lloyde, taking Occaſion to ſpeak of theſe 
Matters, did term the Prince and Princeſs Palatine, 
the King's Daughter, by the ignaminious and de- 
ſpiteful Terms of Goodman Palſrave and Good- 
wife Pelſerave ; calling him that poor Lad; and 
ſcoffingly, with great Jollity, related a Stage - Play 
af the Princeſs, running away with two Children, 
the one under one Arm and the other under the 
otber Arm, and the third in her Belly, with the 
by following with the Cradle.” 

ſtly, The Attorney ſhewed, © That one 
Abdigs Cole going to preach one Sunday Morning 
in the Fleet, the ſaid Llayde called to him and told 
him that Prague was taken; and the ſaid Cole an- 
ſwering, That is little Comfort to me. Lide re- 
ply'd, Nay, now we may freely ſpeak it, I, or 
any Nobleman, have 2s good Right to be King of, 
Wales, as he, meaning the Palſzrave, to be King 
of Bohemia.” | | | 

Here Mr. Attorney opened that Point of the. 
antient Oaib of Allegiance; of which Oath and 
the Danger ta the Offender in ſuch Caſe, the faid 
Linde, being a Lawyer, could not be ignorant, 
and that therefore his Offence was greater. That 


he, being a Man of good Eſtate, was a Juſtice of 
Peace 
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Peace in his Country, in the County of Salep; An. 1 


and, was put out of Commiſſion, as was affirmed 
to be true by Mr. Baron Bromley then preſent ; and, 
alſo, that this Lloyde, having heretofore ſtudied the 
Common Law, in the Inner-Temple, where he was 
called to the Bar, was put out of that Society by 
the Benchers.” | 5 | 

E dward Lloyde being then demanded. by the Lord 
Chief Juſtice, what: Anſwer he could make to 
theſe Miſdemeanors wherewith he was charged ? 
He began. with a long Diſcourſe to traduce the 
Perſons of ſuch as had depoſed againſt him; but 
being demanded to make a direct Anſwer to the 
Charge, he ſaid, I cannot remember that. theſe 
Words were ever ſpoken by me.” Whereupon the 
Clerk read the Depofitions of fix Witneſſes againſt 
him. Then the Chief Juſtice demanded of Lhyde, 
Whether he ſpake thoſe Words, Goodman _ 
grau- and Goodwife Palgrave? To which 
anſwered, * I ſpoke not thoſe Words in ſuch Sort 
as they are laid down in the Depoſition.” Did 
you ſpeak thoſe Words or Words to that Effect? 


To which he reply'd, It was but a Folly for him 


to deny them becauſe ſo many had proved them. 
And being demanded whether he ſpake the other 
Words, or uſed the inſolent Behaviour towards the 
Prince and Princeſs Palatine? he anſwered, * I re- 
member it not. | | 

The Priſoner being withdrawn, tho? the Lords 
were all fully fatished by the Examinations and 
Lloyde's Anſwers, yet, for Order ſake, it was put 
to the Queſtion, © Whether Edward Llyade be fo 
guilty of the Offences of which he is charged, as 
that he deſerves to be cenſured ? It was agreed by 


all, Nemint diſſantiente. But one Part of the Sen- 
tence propoſed being Whipping, ſome Lords ob- 
jected to it becauſe he was a Gentleman; this was 


alſo put to the Queſtion, and carried for W hip- 


ng. Another Queſtion was, Whether he ſhould 
ve his Ears nailed to the Pilory ? It was agreed, 


The 


ber plures, not to de failed. 


9. James I. 


621, 
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An 29:Tie 1 The Form of the Sentence being then read and 
— agreed to, the Priſoner was brought again to the Bar, 
when the Attorney General praying Judgment 
againſt him, the Lord Chief Juſtice pronounced 

Sentence in theſe Words : | 


The Lords Spiritual and Temporal of this High 
Court, conſidering the great Offence of the ſaid Ed- 
ward Lloyde, do award and adjudge, | 
Their — I. That Edward Lloyde /ha/l be uncapable to bear 
againſt Arms as 4 Gentleman; and that he ſhall be ever held 
as an infamous Perſon; and bis Teſtimony not to be 
taken in any Court or Cauſe, n 
2. That on Monday next, in the Morning, he 
Hall be brought to Weſtminſter- Hall, there to be 
fet on Horſeback with his Face to the Horſe-Tail, 
holding the Tail in his Hand, with Papers an his 
Head and Breaſt declaring his Offence ; and ſo to 
ride to the Pillory in Cheapfide, to fland two Hours 
in it, to be branded with the Letter K in his Fore- 
. | | 
3 To be whipt at a Cart's Tail, on the firfl Day 
the next Term, from the Fleet to Weſtminſter- 
Hall, with-a Paper on his Head declaring the Of. 
fence, and then to ſtand in the Pillory there for 
two Hours, 
4. That he ſhall be fined to the King in 5000 J. 
5. That he ſhall be impriſoned in Newgate du- 
ring his Life. | 
Warrants were given to the Sergeant at Arms 
and to the Warden of the Fleet to fee this Sentence 
quickly executed; and the Paper to be on his H 
was to contain theſe Words: | 
Fer ignominious and deſpiteful Words, and mali- 
cious and ſeornful Behaviour towards the Prince and 
Princeſs Palatine, be King's only. Daughter, and 
their Children. | te 


Cambden, in his Annals of this Reign, tells us, 
That every Part of this Sentence was executed on 
Lhyae ; but the Lords Fournals aſſure us, That ſome 
Days after, on a Motion in the Houſe of Lords, 

from 
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from the Prince, it was ordered, That the Puniſh- An. 19. 


ment of Whipping, with all that 'belongs to it, 
to be inflicted upon Edward Lide, be ſuſpended 
and forborn, until the Pleaſure of the Houſe be 
further known ; the reſt of the Puniſhment to be 
executed according to the former Order. It was 
alſo ordered, That, hereafter, when any Cenſure 
beyond Impriſonment be agreed on, that Judgment 
thereupon be not then given, but on another Day, 
or _ that Time may be taken to conſider 
thereo 


May 28. After reading ſome Bills, the Lord 
Treaſurer ſtood up and declared unto the Houſe, 
That Yeſterday his Ne adviſing with the 
Lords of the Privy- Council, hath thought fit, and 
ſo has Commanded him to tell them, to adjourn 
the Parliament, at this Time, for theſe Cauſes. 


J. 
fa 


1. The Seaſon of the Year, by the Continu- The King's Rea- 


©: ance of this great Concourſe of People, may breed 
Infection. | 

2. The Uſe that this Time of the Year may 
require to have the Lieutenants of the Counties, 
and the Juſtices of Peace, in the Country. 

3. © Becauſe the Courts of Meſiminſter- Hall have 
© not had their ordinary Proceedings this Seſſion. 

4. For that the Profits of his Majeſty's Reve · 
© nues are, as it were, at a Stand. 

5. The Omiſſion of the State. 

* The Reaſons why he will adjourn it rather 
than prorogue it are theſe: 


1. © For that the Adjournment keeps a Kind of 


© Being in Parliament. | 
2, * Whereas many good Bills are preferred and 


* notas yet paſt, the Adjournment reſerves them 


© in the ſame State they now are. 
3. It will keep many Laws in Continuance 
* which will end with the Seſſion, without a ſpecial 
* Provifion be made for the ſame. 
4. His Majeſty's free and general Pardon is 
not yet prepared; which he intends to the better 
Sort of People as well as to the meaneſt, 


* Seeing. 


ſons for adjourn - 
ing the Parlia- 
ment, 


. ht * 
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An. 19. James I. 5. Seeing there are ſo many Bills exhibited, 
1623. * his Majeſty cannot, in ſo ſhort a Time, apply 
© his Mind-to adviſe which Bills to accept of and 

© which to refuſe.” of: 

The Treaſurer added, That, as in this Parlia- 
© ment, his Majeſty hath already redreſſed the 
Corruptions of the chief Courts of Juſtice; and, 
* by. his Proclamation. called in the Patent of Inns 
and Hoſteries; and forbidden Bills of Confor- 
© mities, which were Things very grievous to his 
Subjects; ſo his Majeſty cheriſheth the Bills 
« againſt Informers, againſt the Abuſe of Saper- 
© /edegs, againſt Monopobies, againſt Racuſants, and 
c for Limitation of Suits, with an Intent to per- 
© fect them. And, he alſo propoſeth to reform 
divers Grievances to the People. 435 "466 

« Wherefore, his Majefty's Pleaſure: is, That 
you perfect the Acts in the Houſe againſt Satur- 
© day: next, eſpecially that of Sir John Bennet; 
and hath appointed Sunday next, in the Aſter- 
8 Ar to hear any Thing concerning other 
Gtierances. That on Adaday, Fus the. 4th, 
© his Majeſty will ſend a Commiſſion for the Ad- 
« journment of this Parliament... 

Then the Lord Treaſurer reported the Bill for 
exempting the Gentry of this Realm from the ſer- 
vile Puniſhment of Whipping, with an Amendment 
and Proviſo ; which were all preſently read, and the 

Bill ordered to be engroſſed. ; 

Poſt Meridiem. Four Bills were read, and a 

Meſſage received from the Common by Sit Ed- 
. ward Coke, and others, deſiring a free Conferences 
red by the Com- with their Lordſhips/ on à Meſſage they had re- 
20006. ceived from his Majeſty, touching the Adjourn- 

ment of this Parliament. -Agreed: And the Time 

appointed to be I 0-morrow Morning. 

May 29. A Conference; but the Report of it 
ordered to be put off till the Afternoon. Several 
public and private Bills read. H 

- Poſs Meridiem, The Lotd Treaſurer acquainted 
the Houſe, That the Lords of the Privy-Council 
had attended his Majeſty that Day, to * 
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hal taken Notice, That after he had fignified his an, 19. James i. 


Intention to both Houſes, for adjourning the Par- 
lament, the Commons had prayed a Conference 
and thereby a Petition to be made to his Majeſty 
for a longer Continuance of the Parliament; 
to which the Lords as yet had returned no Anſwer. 
His Majeſty's Commands are therefore, That 


* though bs is willing to hearken to any Petition, which the King 


1621, 


* which ſhall be made unto him by Parliament, reſents as a De- 


© yet, à Petition of this Nature cannot be pleaſing — _ 


© unto him; it ſeeming to be a Derogation of his 
© Prerogative, who hath the only Power to call, 
« adjourn and determine Parliamerits, 

© That; out of Favour to his People, bis Ma- 
© jeſty had made Choice rather to adjourn the Par- 
© liament than to prorogue it; and therefore his 
« Majeſty adviſeth that a ſelect Number of Bills 
may be choſen out, which he may paſs, and ei- 
© ther make a Seſſion, or an Adjournment, at his 
© Pleaſure. In which his Majeſty will adviſe with 
the Judges, Whether the Royal Aﬀent by Com- 
* miſſion to ſome Bills, will put an End to a Seſ- 
« fiottz or, by Adjournment, keep all other Bills 
on Foot in the ſame State as they now are. 

His Majeſty's further Advice is, That the 
© Houſe do husband well the Time; for, on Mon- 
day next, he determines to hold his Day either 
* for the Adjournment or Ptorogation of the Par- 
* liament; His Pleaſure is alſo, that thoſe Bills 
* which have paſſed both Houſes be ſent unto him 
© before-hand, for the reſt he will adviſe of after- 
* wards, Laſtly, That the Buſineſs of Sir John 
Bennet be haſtened.” 

The Prince moved the Houſe, * That the Com- 
mots might be made acquainted with bis Majeſty's 
Pleaſure, fignified by the Lord Treafurer ; and of 
his Majeſty's Advice to husband well the Time; 
and that if they have any Thing more to ſay un- 
to the King, that they do attend his Majeſty on 
Sunday next.” 

On this Motion the Lords ſent to deſire a Con- 
ference, preſently, with the other Houſe ; which 

Vol. V. Ff being 
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An. 19. James I. being agteed to, and the Lords returned from it, 
15. it was ordered, That Sir John Bennet be brought 

to the Bar To-morrow Morning, at Nine o Clock. 

May 30. Notwithſtanding the laſt Order, we 

find that the firſt Thing of Moment the Lords 

went upon this Day, was to hear the Report of 

the Earl of Huntingdin, one of the Committee 

appointed to take Examinations concerning Dr. 

Field, now Biſhop of Landaff. A Collection was 


made thereof, which, with divers Letters, ſent up 


by the Commons, concerning that Cauſe, were de- 
livered by his Lordſhip into Court. 

The Biſhop having withdrawn himſelf out of 

Proceedings the Houſe, the King's Sergeant, Crew, came to the 
— Clerk's Table, and read the faid Collection in hc 
tor Brocage in Verba: 

5 * Edward Egerton having a Suit in Chancery 
with Sir Rowland Egerton, for Lands of good Va- 
lue; and, ſuppoſing he had ſome hard Meaſure 
therein, was commended to Dr. Field, now Lord 
Biſhop of Landaff, for the procuring of ſome great 
Friends to aſſiſt him in this Cauſe.” 

© Upon Conference between Edward Egerton 
and the now Lord Biſhop about this Matter, and 
to the End to procure ſuch Aſſiſtance and Friend- 
ſhip, he acknowledged a 3 of 10, oool. 
to the Biſnop, and one Randolph Davenport, a Gen- 
tleman belonging to the late Lord Chancellor; 
which was dated March 13th, in the 16th Year 
of this Reign. 

* Whereupon there was a Draught of a Defea- 
fance conceived, but not perfected, as it ſeems ; by 
which it was agreed between them, That if, by 
Means or Mediation of the ſaid Commiſſees, or 
either of them, the ſaid Egerton ſhould prevail, ei- 
ther by. Decree in Chancery, or at Common Law, 
to recover ſo much of the antient Inheritance of 
the faid Edward, as is mentioned in the Defeaſance, 
then to pay the Lord Biſhop, or Davenport, or ei- 
ther of them, 6000 J. within two Years after.” 

On the 15th of March 1618, Dr. Field writes 
a Letter to Edward Egerton, in the Nature 5 a 

hs 
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Defeaſance of that Recognizance, which contain- An. 19. James J. 
eth, that the Sum of 60001. is for Gratuities to 1621. 
ſuch honourable Friends as ſhall be made in his Bu- 
ſineſs, if he recover, by the Power of thoſe Friends, 
his antient Inheritance ; or, otherwiſe, a third Part 
of whatſoever ſhall be added to that which had 
been formerly awarded to the ſaid Edward in Chan- 
cery. And if nothing was done, then he promiſed, 
in Verbo Sacerdotis, to return the Recognizance,” 

* After this the Lord Biſhop writes another Let- 
ter, without Date, to Mr Egerton, letting him 
know thereby, that there was a Stay made of de- 
creeing the Lord Chancellor's Award till next 
Term, by the Means of one of my Lord Chan- 
cellor's Gentlemen, who would have confer- 
red with Mr Egerton, but that his Leiſure per- 
mitted him not then to do it ; he therefore required 
ſome further Warrant and Direction to proceed 
in his Behalf, Underneath this Letter one Wood- 
ward, Brother-in-Law to Mr. Egerton, writes this 
Poſtſcript, That he thinks his Cauſe will do well, 
and that he hath aſſured the Gentleman he ſhall 
find Mr, Egerton faithful in his Promiſe, and wiſh- 
eth he would write back to Moadtard to that Pur- 
poſe.” 

* Woodward writes another Letter to Mr. Egerton 
without Date, letting him know, That Dr. Field 
is ſorry my Lord hath not ſent an Anſwer as he ex- 
pected, but that my Lord Chancellor ſhall be mo- 
ved this Night for a Stay of the Decree ; which he 
hopes to get by ſuch Means as he ſhall uſe; and 
that he hath aſſured him Mr. Egerton would per- 
form his Promiſe.” 

* Davenport being examined in this High Court, 
touching the ſharing the 60001. betwixt him, But- 
er, the Biſhop, and others, faith, He himſelf ſhould 
have had nothing; Butler was to have '2000 l. 
and 10001. was thought fit to be given to the Lord 
Chancellor; but his Lordſhip knew not of it, and 
Butler dared not to move it. Davenport and But- 
ler meant to have ſhared that 10001. For the 
other 3000 l. he knew not how it ſhould be ſhared. 
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An. 29. faxes, T he Matter promiſed was a Letter from the Lord 


Admiral, and a Reference from the King to the 
Lord Chancellor. 

Fand, Foyner being examined in this Cauſe, 
confefleth, he was the Means to make Mr. Egerton 
and Dr. Feld acquainted z and that the Doctor had 
Conference with Butler and Davenport about Mr. 
Egerion's-Buſineſs ; and that the Doctor drew in 
the Lord Haddington to be a Furtherer of it. He 
ſpoke to the Recognizance ; and that the Doctor 
confeſſed he was truſted from the Lord Haddington, 


and that his Lordſhip was to diſpoſe of the Money 


at his Pleaſure.” 

. © Tr//iram Woodward being likewiſe examined, 
conſeſſed, Joyner told him Dr. Field had Friends at 
Court; and how Mr. Egerton was drawn to the 
Doctor's Houſe. The Recognizance was taken 
for Builer and the Lord Hadding ton, as he thinks; 
but out of it the Doctor expected Recompence, as 
he heard amongſt tbem: And conſeſſed he wrote 
the Poſtſcript to Dr. Field's Letter ſent to Mr. 
Egerton. 6 — FA 

Edward Egerton ſaith, < I hat he agreed with 
Dr, Field for the Recognizance, that he ſhould 
have his Land decreed to him : That 6000 1. was 
to be paid on the Event of the Suit. He was to 
pay the Money to Dr. Feld and Davenport; but 
how much each ſhould have he knoweth not. He 
further ſaid, That Woodward, his Brother-in- Law, 
and Dr. Field procured him to acknowledge the 
Recognizance; but he did not pay the Charge of 
it: That Dr. Field told him he would bring him 
to one Butler, who would procure an Order from 
my Lord Chancellor for his Relief in the Cauſe 
as he would deſire : Thereupon the Doctor demand- 
ed a Recognizance of 10,000 |. for Payment of 
6aao l. when this Examinant ſhould have ſuch an 
Order from the Court as he deſired. The Recog- 
nizance was enter'd accordingly ; after which, this 
Examinant finding no Good thereby, demanded 
back his R Izance ; when, after many Delays, 
and a Year's Diſtance of Time, he had the * 
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delivered. Laſtly, That Wordward told him Dr. An. 19. Janes 1, 


Field, Captain Field his Brother, and Butler ſhould 
have ſhared the Money amongſt them; but how, 
he knoweth not.” | 


Then the King's Sergeant read alſo the Proofs, 
which conſiſted of all the Letters and Examinations 
before mentioned. After which the Biſhop of 
Durham (⁊) ſtood up, and, in a Speech, repeated the 
Manner how this Matter was firſt complained of 
by the Commons to this Houſe, with the ſeveral 
Proofs thereof: But added, © That ſince there was 
nothing proved but an Intent, at the moſt, he mo- 
ved that the Conſideration thereof be referred to the 
Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and be to give 
the Biſhop an Admonition for the ſame in the Con- 
vocation Houſe.” RITI10 5-118 

The Archbiſhop (a) then roſe up and ſaid, © That 
Dr Field, the now Biſhop of Landaff, could not 
be excuſed from Brocage in Bribery ; for which 
he was to blame: But hoped that he might bear 
his Fault as Dr. Field, and not as Biſhop of Lan- 
daff; and that, if it was referred to him, he would 
do that which belongs unto him (5).* 


2627 


Whereupon it was ordered, That the Affair oft is eee 


the Lord Biſhop of Landaff ſhould be referred to by the Archbi- 
the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and he to de Bop of —_ 
admoniſhed by his Grace in the Convocation Houſe, tag. route. 


before the Biſhops and Clergy there. The Lords 
alſo taking into Conſideration the Complaint of the 
Commons, touching this Matter, agreed upon a 
Meſſage to be ſent to that Houſe, to this Purpoſe : 
* Whereas the Houſe of Commons informed 
this Houſe of a great Miſdemeanor committed by 
Dr. Field, now Biſhop of Landa, and hath alſo 
e ſent 


(z) Richard Neile, who had himſelf been complained of by the 
Commons, when Biſhop of Lincoln, for ſome Expreflions in the 
Houſe of Lords, tending to advance the Prerogative Royal, See 
before, P. 290, er ſeg. 


(a) George Abbot, 

(b) — — ated when Dr. Fiel was only a private Cler- 
gyman ; nor does it ſeem to have injured his Character at Court: 
For, in the next Reign, he was removed to St David's, and, af 
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nn 
021. 


ſent ſince to demand Judgment in that Cauſe; the 
Lords having taken full Examination thereof upon 
Oath, do not find it proved in the ſame Manner 
as; it ſeems, they were informed by Examinations 
taken in their Houſe. And, for further Satisfaction 
of the Commons therein, their Lordſhips have ſent 
them the Examination of Randolph Davenport.” 

Anfiwer. The Commons returned great Thanks 
for their Lordſhips honourable and juſt Proceedings 
in the Cauſe of the Lord Biſhop of Landeff, and 
for ſending the Examination of Davenport ; by 
which it doth appear, that his Examination, taken 
by them, doth differ much from that taken upon 
his Oath before their Lordſhips.“ 

Then the Queſtion was put, Whether the ſaid 
Biſhop ſhould take his Place in the Houſe before he 
received his Admonition from the Archbiſhop, or 
not? Agreed, per plures, that he ſhould : Where- 
upon his Lordſhip was called in by the Gentleman- 
Uſher, and went to his Place. Thus ended the 
Affair of this Biſhop of Landaff; of which there 
is not one ſingle Word in Milſon's Life of King of 
James, or in Ruſhworth's Collections. | 

To proceed with the Fournals. The Earl 
of Huntingdon reported, That his Lordſhip, and 
the other Lords joined in Commiſſion with him, 
had taken divers Examinations in the Cauſe of Sir 
Jobn Bennet, Knt. Judge of the Prerogative Court 
of the Province of Canterbury; by which they 
find him guilty of much Bribery and Corruption ; 
of which a Collection was made, and his Lord- 
ſhip delivered the ſame to Mr. Sergeant Crew. 
The Earl of Southampton alſo made the like Re- 
port, and delivered the Examinations and Collec- 
tions of the Bribery and Corruptions, wherewith 


Sir John Bennet was charged, to Mr. Attorney 


General, | 
Which Collections, with the Names of the 
Witneſſes examined for Proof being read, Sir John 
Bennet was brought to the Bar. The King's Ser- 
geant opened the Charge againſt him by ſhewing, 
* That the ſaid Sir John Bennet, being a Judge, 
| e 
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38 aforeſaid, and being directed by the Law what An. 19. James1.- 
1621, 


Fees to take for Probats of Wills, and unto whom 
to grant Letters of Adminiſtration, he had per- 


verted the Courſe of Law for Bribes; and, being ,, 
therewith corrupted, he granted Adminiſtration gir 


arge 


contrary to Law. He charged the faid Sir Jahn for Bribery and 


Bennet with theſe particular Bribes and Corrup- 
tions, and read the Examinations of the following 
Witneſſes for Proof thereof.” 

© Richard Luther died, 1619, inteſtate, with- 
out Iſſue ; Abigail, his Widow, required Admini- 
ſtration and paid 44 1. But being oppoſed by Tho- 
mas Luther, a Brother, ſhe, at two ſeveral Times, 
gave Sir John 44 1. more ; and yet he granted Ad- 
miniſhation to her and Thomas Luther jointly ; 
proved by the Examinations of Thomas tbr, 2 
liam Owen, and Abigail the Widow. But before 
wit pn joined Thomas Luther in Adminiſtration 
with the Widow, he promiſed Sir John one hun- 
dred Pounds; and, after he was joined, he gave 

him 1201. proved by Thomas Luther. For Al- 
lowance of the Adminiſtrator's Accompts, Sir 
John had 100 l. to diſtribute amongſt the Kindred 
of the Inteſtate, and 501. for pious Uſes, and 


ſeemed diſcontented he had not 50 l. more. Proved 


by Jobn Worſley and Abigail now his Wife.” 

* William Pn” died inteſtate, 1615. Hig 
Widow gave to Sir John Bennet 301. 16s. for 
Adminiſtration ; proved by the Examinations of 
William Richardſon and James Goodſball, Hercules 
Wytham claiming to be Executor by Will, firſt 

ve Sir John five Broad-Pieces ; then Samford, Sir 
5275 Man, undertook for twenty Pieces more to 

is Maſter and two to himſelf, to procure him a 
good End, which End was againſt the Will; prov- 
ed by the Examination of Hercules Wyrham, 

Sir William Whorewosd died ſeven Years paſt, 


Field Whorewood, a younger Son, and a Daughter 


offered to prove a Will. Thomas Whorewaod, the 
elder Brother, offered to prove a ſecond Will. 
Badſor, the Proctor, promiſed Sir John 100 l. for 
his Hand to Field Mporetvood, but paid only 34 1. 

o 


ption. 


againſt 
ohn Bennet 
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en Samford.” Praved by 
CINE — by Advice af 
2 „ Baye Sr ahn Eh yet Sir Thu & gave 
1 peck zan . Proved b y Themas Whore- 
bn Batham 
ak. Sturges, Jin inteftate, Francis Stur- 
FA his F inſman, offered dir John, for Adminiſtra- 
tion, 20 l. in Gold, which Johm {ai id was ton 
light; then he gave him 40 l. and had it granted, 
Proved by the Exycpjnations of Robert Davies, 
e and Robert Labour ne. 


bil Holman died 612 Philip his Son ex- 
hibited his Father's Will; aueas being entered, 
he ſent by Kelyert twenty * to dir 7005 Bennet, 
mary * e * demanded 20 l. more, 


8 For 291 paid Sir ohn and 72 L 
Samford,” Joby the Brother 1 * it; W 
afterwards, was revoked, Proved by V illlam B 
5 Sg digd 1639, inteſta we 
Scher, on inte te, his It- 
drop . Sinan Packhurſt gave Sir Jabn, by 
ir Samfard, z0 l. for Adminiſtration, 
75 FE tate; Which was revoked..two 
: $ before Packhurflwas. to have a Cauſe, 
heard in Chancery, which | Concerne: ch Kllate, 
Provgdby by Will am Boſs, Proftor.” 
Ryley died inteſtate, 1620, .Febu, Ryley 
ſued for Adminiſtration © he ve dir John Bennet 5). 
and Sir Jahn procured from Joby Hi nine Rings 
ſet with Diamonds, which were pawned. to the 
Inteſtate for 30 l. but were not worth ten. Anthe- 
” Aſhley and, Thomgs, Wells, two Kipſmen. of the 
Inteſtate, agreed with Samfard to give Sir Jobn 
30 J. apd 10 J. to Sam 4,. to. get Sir Jobn to or- 
der them Part of the lnteſtate's Eſtate, Then he 
ordered them 300 l. which Jahn Ryley was forced 
to pay, and the ſaid 40,1. for a Bribe to Sir John 


and his Man. Sir abn had, beſides, a Piece of 
+ Plate 
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Plate, which coſt 4 l. 16 8. 6 d. to change the great 
Bond for true Adminiſtration. Proved by John 
Ryley, Anthony Aſhley, and Thomas Wells.” 

s ane Corne, Widow, died inteſtate, yet Francis 
IViuſcomb pretended a Will. Sir Jahn received of 
William Pound, pendente Lite, the Widow's next 
Kinſman, 40 l. to grant him Adminiſtration, which 
this Deponent paid- er would not give it 
unleſs he might have that Sum. Proved by Lewis 
Laſbbrooke, The Deponent's Admiriſtrators in 
Truft to perform her Will, for obtaining of Ad- 
miniſtration, gave 501. in Hand to Sir Fobn, and 
their Bond to pay 50 l. more, three Months after; 
and 25 8. for forbearing the laſt 50 l. Proved by 
John Lewis and Rowland Fobnſon. 


The Day being far ſpent, the Houſe was moved 
not to have any more read at that Time; where- 
upon the Priſoner was withdrawn, and it was or- 
dered that he be brought there again To- morrow 
Morning. 

A Meſſage from the Commons by Sir Edward 
Cecil and others. | | 


An. 19. James I. 
7622, 


That the Houſe of Commons do defire a free he Commons 
Conference touching the parliamentary Affairs ofdefire a Confe- 
the Kingdom; which was agreed to by the Lords.” 2 


Afterwards Sir Edward Cecil, with Leave, explain 
ed: himſelf, * That the Conference is defired to ac- 
Ne the Buſineſs of Parlament before the 

ecels.” - | 

The Adjournment of the Houſe was put to the 
Queſtion, Whether to eight of the Clock To- 
morrow Morning, or at nine? Agreed, per plures, 
to be eight. | | 

May 31. This Day a Bill was brought into the 
Houſe of Lords, and read ance, entitled, 4n 47 
that this Parliament ſhall not determine by the King's 
Ryyal Afſent to ſome ſpecial Afis. It was read a ſe- 
cand Time, and the ſame Day committed, Some 
other private Bills being alſo read, the Houſe pro- 
ceeded in the Cauſe of Sir Fobn Bennet; and = 

ts 
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An. 19. James I. NT General charged him with the following 


1621. 
© That he received of Mr. Meggs, on the Behalf 
of Mrs. Pitt, for the Continuance of Adminiſtra- 
Further = tion granted to her, and ſought to be revoked, the 
— Sum of 461. 138. 4d. Proved by the Exami- 
nation of Edward Millet.“ 

He received of the Widow of Hugh Lee, for 
Adminiſtration of her Husband's Goods; where- 
in ſhe was croſſed by a Caveat, put in by the Means 
of Samford, Sir John's Man, 35 |. Proved by the 
faid Edward Millet.“ 

He received of Sir Edward Storey, for the Ad- 
miniſtration of his Father's Goods, oo l. Proved 
by Sir Edward Storey,” . © 

He contracted with Edmond IValton to have 201. 
for the Adminiſtration of the Goods of John Clo- 

; vi; and, the Money being brought, there fell 5 l. 
more out of his -Pocket, caſually z whereupon Sir 
Fohn' alſo" claimed that, and would not grant the 
Adminiſtration otherwiſe. Froved by Edmond | 
Mallon. 

© He received of Sir John Brand, for Admini- 

ſtration of his Grand-Father's Goods,'501. and this 

was by way of Contract, Sir John preſſing to have 
more. Proved by Thomas Neue and ir Robert 
Hitcham. 

* He took of William Lache for the Admi- 
piſtration of the Goods of Philip Auchmore, 15 l. 
Proved by Richard Williamfon. And of Thomas . 

len, for the Adminiſtration of his Father's Goods, 
51. Proved by the fame Witneſs.” 

He received of Solomon an * Manſell, tor 
a Dividend out of their Brother's Eſtate, 20 l. and 
then gave them 300 , out of an Eſtate of 8000 1. 
having received from the Widow of the Inteſtate, 
as ſhe confeſſed, 100 l. to the Intent that he ſhould 
allot them no more. Proved by Solomon Manſell.” - 

© He had of Samuel Neaſt, for his Favour in pro- 
ving a Nuncupative Will of John Neaft, 10 l. and 
five Pieces at another Time; and forced him to 


pay 
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pay a Debt of 5141. to one Fiſbborne, for which Aa, 19. Javes. 


Fiſhhorne had neither Speciality, nor ſo much as a 
Superſcription of the Teſtator in his Book. Pro- 
ved by Samuel Neaſt. He alſo received of the ſaid 
Samael, 60 1. for making a Report into the Court of 
Chancery. Proved by the fame.” 

© He received of Heſter Mitchell, for Admini- 
ſtration of the Goods of her Father, 20 l. Proved 
by illiam Baſs.” 

* Flower Hanſhaw, Widow, died inteſtate in 1615, 
poſſeſſed of a perſonal Eſtate of 11,2491. 28. 7 d. 
and for the granting Adminiſtration of the faid 
Goods to Benjamin Hanſhaw, he delivered unto 
Samford 200 l. of which he verily believeth Sir John 
Bennet had the greateſt Part; beſides 90 l. 7 s. 7 d. 
to pious Uſes. Proved by the ſaid Benjamin.” 

© Andrew Moor, about two Years ſince, died in- 
teſtate ; the Adminiſtration of whoſe Goods was, 


by Conſent of one Clarke, and others, granted to 


the eldeſt Brother of the ſaid Moor; for which Sir 
abn Bennet had 601. beſides a Gratuity given to 
_ Proved by William Oland and John 
0 * 0 f ; 
Humphrey Raſcarroch, of Pinkley, by his Will, 
made Philippa, his Wife, Executrix, and died 1616 ; 


which Will being controverted, ſhe firſt gave 20 


old Angels to Sir John to have the ſaid Will proved 
in common Form ; and, for Sentence, gave four 
Pounds. Proved by Richard Williamſon.” 

Dr. Thigh, 13. Fac. made his laſt Will, died, 


and made Mary his Wife Executrix, upon Con- 


dition that ſhe ſhould prove the Will in due Form 
of Law. Mr. Thigh, Brother to the ſaid Doctor, 
could not have a Copy of the Will from Sir Jahn 
Bennet, untill he, had given him ten Pieces; and 
afterwards, the ſaid Mr. Thigh having ſpent a great 
Part of his Eſtate about the Probat of the ſaid Will, 
and, being delayed therein, one Lyſter, Sir John 
Bennet's Man, faid unto the ſaid Thigh, That if he 
would give his Maſter 100 l. and a Gelding of 101. 
Value, befides 101. to himſelf, then his Maſter, 
Sir John Bennet, would ſentence the Will _ — 

2h 
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*r I. Thigh anſwered he could not provide fo much Mo- 
10. 


— 


ney tly, but he wauld give good Bonds for 
the Payment thereof. Lofer would not take the 
Bonds, and told the other, if he would not bring 
his Mafter 40 Pieces, that then Dr. Bancroft, Bro- 
ther to the ſaid Executrix, ſhould have Sentence. 
Whereupon he procured 15 Pieces, and brought 
them to Sir John Bennet; who would not accept 
thereof, ſaying, he would not take Paper for Gold. 
Upon this, Adminiſtration of the Goods of the ſaid 
Dr. Thigh was granted unto Mery his Widow, by 
the Procurement of Dr. Bancroft ; and, Lyſter ſaid, 
that a halting Proctor had brought Gold from 
Baxcroft, which had overweighed bim. Proved 
b 8 T high, Thomas Styles, and Richard 
oxley.” | | 
_ * Sir Henry Middleton, Knt. made bis laſt Will, 
and therein made David Middleton and Henry Mid. 
dicton his Son, Executors thereof. Alice Middleton, 
Wife of the ſaid David, did give 40 l. to Sir Jobn 
Benuat to have Adminiſtration of the Goods of 
the faid Sir Henry granted to her, during the Mino- 
rity of the ſaid Henry the Son. Proved by Richard 
Mary Hawe, fx Vears ago, died inteſtate, 
poſſeſs d of an Eſtate worth 6 or 700 l. Robert Han- 
bury gave Sir Fobn 601, or more, for the Admini- 
ſtration of the Goods, as was conſeſſed by Job 
Wray, on his Death- Bed. Proved by Jobn Fen- 
wick and Blizabeth Hawley.” | 
That Mr, Afton, by the Hands of Philip King, 
did give to Sir Tam Bennet's Lady, a Spaniſh Carco- 
net, or Girdle, about the Value of 100 Marks, ſor 
the Kindneſs be had received from Sir John Bennet 
in an Adminiſtration. Proved by Philip King.” 
© That Richard Hawley, about five Years ſince, 
dying ' inteſtate, and the Adminiſtration of his 
Cocks bein granted to one Kenbury, during the 
Minority of his Children, Sir John had 20 J. or 
20 Pieces given him by the faid Kenbury. Proved 


© Goorge 


by Thomas Gear. 
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« George Starlet, in 1615, died inteſtate : Sir John An. 


would not grant Adminiſtration of his Effects unto 


Peter Scarlet, untill the ſaid Peter had given him 
101. in Gold, in Hand, and 51. more to be paid 
ſhortly after ; and it was paid accordingly, Proved 
by Peter Scarlet.” 


The Attorney General having read this Charge, 
the Lord Chief Juſtice demanded of Sir John Ben- 
net what Anſwer he would make to the ſame ; who 
ſpoke as follows. 


7 I. 
Cog 


Come, in all Humility, to proflrate myſelf at your fin 1 


Lordihips Feet ; if your Lordſbips expect a ſpeedy 
and perfect! Anſiuer, at this Time, I hape you will 
excuſe me, as being ſurprized with ſuch a Tempeſt 
LETIONS, 

Particulars of my Anſiuer muſt run thro the 
Compaſs C4 nineteen Years, the whole Time of my 
being Fudge of the Prerogative Court of Canter- 
bury ; which doth conflrain me to beſeech your Lord- 
ſhips to give me ſome Time, not only to call to Mind 
the Atts of Fudicature of my own Court, but alſo to 
confer with others. 

I humbly defire to have a Copy of my Charge, and, 
what I am juſtly charged with, I will confeſs, after 
1 have had Time to conſider theregf. Thoſe whereof 1 
am otherwiſe accuſed, as of many, I deſire, as by 
the Law of Nations I ought, to have Liberty to per- 
uſe the Accuſations ſo exhibited, to uſe croſs Interro- 
gatories, to procure Witneſſes to be examined, and to 


have Council allowed me. 


Laſtly, I humbly beg at your Lordſbips Hands, even 
for Juſtice ſake, Time proportionable to the Multi- 
tude of theſe Accuſations to make my Anſwer ; and I 


. doubt not ſo to extenuate them all, that when your 


Lordfhips ſhall ſee and conſider the Ground of them, 
you will not hold me fo foul and guilty a Man as J 
em accuſed for. | 
I am the firſt Ecileſiaſtical Officer charged in this 
Manner; and whereas I am accuſed of taking Mo- 
ney to pious Uſes, amounting to a great Sum, I will 
engage my Life, that, upon Protlamatiin made there: 

| 975 
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A. 29. James I. 7 Proof cannot be produced of 4000 J. whith is not 
16 above 2001. per Annum, ever ſince 1 was Fudge ; 
whereof, if I cannot give a good Account, I will beg 
my Bread all my Life. © 
The Priſoner being removed, the Houſe took 
into their Conſideration theſe Requeſts of Sir Fob: 
Bennet; and, after Deliberation thereof, their Lord- 
ſhips were pleaſed to grant the ſame, thus far, vix. 
The fer * 7. That he ſhall have Time till the next Ac- 
Hearing thereof Ceſs of Parliament to make his Defence. 2. Coun- 
poſipon'd to the Cil to adviſe with only; but no Council here in 
next Aceeſs of Court to defend his Cauſe. 3. Liberty to exa- 
Parliament; mine Witneſſes, ex ſua Parte; but not to examine 
any upon croſs Interrogatories ; and his Witneſſes 
to be ſworn in this Court, upon ſuch Interrogato- 
ries as he ſhall deliver and the Court allow. 4 To 
have Copies of the Heads of the Charge ; but no 
Names of any Witneſſes or Proofs. 5. To have 
Leave at the Hearing to take Exceptions unto the 
Witneſſes produced againſt him; and their Names 
afe to be delivered to him at that Time. 6. Li- 
berty to ſearch the Records of his own Court, and 
his own Writings.” 
And he is admit- It Was alſo ordered, That Sir John Bennet may 
ted to Bail. be admitted to Bail, on 20,000 l. Bond, to be ta- 
ken in Court, with ſuch Sureties as the Court ſhall 
allow of ; and, if he cannot procure fuch Bail, then 
to remain Priſoner with the Sheriffs of London. 
The Priſoner being called in again, and at the 
Bar, the Lord Chief Juſtice told him how far the 
Lords had granted his Requeſts ; and alſo that their 
Lordſhips were pleaſed he ſhould be bailed as above. 
The Chief Juſtice did alſo admoniſh him not to 
impair his Eftate, but that it remain in the ſame 
Plight as when he was firſt complained of in Court : 
Likewiſe to ſatisfy Mrs. Scorey for 1100 l. which he 
had of her Money, left with him as a Depoſit ; and 
to pay off the 10001. which remains in his Hands 
of Sir Thomas Bades Legacy to the Univerſity 
of Oxford. | 
Unto which Sir Jahn anſwered, I de acknowledge 
the homurable Favour of this Court, in the * 
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and Grace of God to put me into your Hands, and An. 19. James], 
theſe Favours towards me into your Hearts, Mrs, 1621. 
Scorey's Meney 1 confeſs due, and will give her Sa- 
tifaftion for the ſame, As for the other 1000 J. I 
have performed as much as Sir Thomas Bodley re- 
quired; having laid out other Menies for the Univer- 
fity of Oxford, which 1 intended to have done, hat- 
foever I may do yet, had not theſe croſs Misfortunes 
happened. | 
As for my Bail; I am in Debt and Diſgrace, and 
doubt whether I can procure Bail to enter into ſo great 
a Sum. I humbly beſeech your Lordſbips that myſelf 
may be bound in 10001. and my Sureties in 1000 l. 
more. 
The Priſoner being withdrawn, it was put to the 
Queſtion, Whether the former Order touching his 
Bail ſhould ſtand, or bealtered according to his Re- 
queſt? And it was agreed the Order ſhould ſtand. 


The ſame Day the Lord Treaſurer reported the 
Conference with the Commons, Yeſterday in the . 
Afternoon; wherein his Lordſhip ſhewed how adjourning the 
lively they expreſſed the Sorrow of that Houſe for Parliament. 
the Adjournment of the Parliament. Three 
Things at the Conference he particularly remem- 
bred: 1. Their Time and Diligence employed in 
this Parliament. 2. The Matter of Importance 
there handled. 3. Their Defire to have finiſhed 
them; with an Enumeration of a Maſs of Buſineſs 
which they have entered into. They alſo expreſ- 

| fed their Grief and Paſſion, that they could not 
perform what they had promiſed for the Good of 
the Common-Wealth, and their earneſt Deſire that 
the like Correſpondency might be held between 
them, which had ſubfiſted all this Parliament. They 
deſired to know how Bills reſt with us, that we 
may alſo learn how Bills are with them, to the 
end ſuch Bills may be prepared as are fitteſt to paſs; 
and that we may adviſe together what Courſe is 
to be taken, not only touching the Bills, but alſo 
ſuch other Matters as they have now in Hand.“ 

The Lords then ſent a Meſſage to the Commons, 

to 
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journment of the Parliament, which they had paſ- 
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to deſire another Meeting and free Conference with 
them about the ſame Subject. At the ſame Time 
they ſent down to them the Bill touching the Ad- 


fed, and ſpecially recommended it to be expedited 
with all poffible Hafte in their Houſe. This was a 
Bill of a very extraordinaty Nature ; but there was 
no Occaſion for it, as will appear in the Sequel. 

May 31. poſt Meridiem. After one Bill was read 
a third Time, That the County Palatint of Dur- 
ham fhould have Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes 
to ferve in the Commons Hhuſe of Parliament, it 
was put to the Queftion, and aſſented to; but it 
did not at this Time paſs into a Law (c). 

The Lords then confideted that 42 were to 
meet the Commons, at a Conference, that After- 
noon; and it was agreed, That, if the other Houſe 
ſhould make any new Propofitions, to give them 
no Anſwer at that Time, but to confider thereof. 
It was alfo agreed, That the Lord Treafuter ſhould 
report to them the State of the Bills, as they ſtand 
here, and to require the fame Account from their 
Houſe ; to the end that thoſe Bills may be prepa- 
red for the King's Aſſent, which ate moft neceſſary. 
Likewife to make Report to the Houfe of this Con- 
ference. Accordingly, | 

The Lords being returned from the faid Confe- 
rence, the Lord Treaſurer reported the fame, 
© That, after each Houſe had acquainted the other 
with the State of the' Bills, the Commons defired 
to have no Royal Aſſent to any Bills at this Time; 
becauſe they do not know which to chooſe or pre- 
fer before another. They gave alſo many Reafons 
to have an Adjournment without the Royal Aﬀent ; 
and defired that the Parliament might be ſo adjourn- 
ed, as that each Houſe may have Power to accom- 


modate Buſinets againſt the next Acceſs.” 
A 


c) By Stat. 26. Car. II. Cap. . the County of Durbam is en” 
41 7nd 1 — the City two, The Election of 
the to be as in other Counties: The Election for the City 


; County 
to be by the major Part of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Freemen pre- 
ent at the Election. 
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A Motion was made, that the Judges be ordered an, 19. Jamest; 
62 


to diſtinguiſh between the Adjournment of a Par- 
liament by the King, and an Adjournment by the 
Houſes. Whereupon the Attorney General came 
to the Clerk's Table, and read the Precedents of 
the 27th of Elizabeth, for the Adjournment of a 
Parliament by the Queen's Commiſſion: And, ha- 
ving many more Precedents to read of the like 
Nature, it was ordered that they ſhould be read the 
next Morning: Alſo the Lords, who were the Sub- 
Committee for Cuſtoms and Privileges, were or- 
dered to ſearch the Records for Precedents of the 
Form and Manner of Adjournments ot Parliament. 

June 1. After ſeveral Petitions were read, and 
ſome other Buſineſs done, the Attorney General read 
divers more Precedents, out of the Journals, of the 
Forms for Adjournments of Parliaments. He 


ſhewed the Difference between an Adjournment Difference be- 
tween an Ad- 


r and g 
oftentimes uſed for Adjournare ; but the 3 


and Prorogation; and that the Word Prorogare is 


Word never ſor the former. He ſhewed alſo, that 
a Parliament being adjourned by the Houſe, all 
Committees were ſtill of Force, and the Bills re- 
main in Statu guo prius; but an Adjournment, by 
Commiſſion from the King, determines all Com- 
mittees, and they ceaſe till the next Sitting of the 
Court; but the Bills are preſerved in Statu guo prius. 

Then the Books and Writings belonging to the 
Gold and Silver-Thread Affair, which were found 
in the Office kept for executing that Commiſſion, and 
brought into Parliament, were ordered to be deli- 
vered back to Sir Edward Villiers. And it was alſo 
order'd, That it be fignified to the Commons, that 
the Lords do find him clear of thoſe Matters, men- 
tioned by them in their Declaration. 

The Lord Chief Juſtice was ordered to admit 
Sir John Bennet to Bail, for his Appearance there 
at the next Acceſs of Parliament ; himſelf to be 
bound in 7000 1: Bond, and ten Gentlemen, nine 
of which were Knights, in 1200 I. each. 

June 2. It was ordered that Sir William Bird, Kant. 
Doctor of Laws, ſhall execute the Place of Judge 
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of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, in Stead 
of Sir — Bennet; but the Fees and Profits there- 
of to be anſwered to the ſaid Sir John. 

One Kelvert having informed the Lords of many 
Corruptions againſt Sir Jobn Bennet, and offered 
to produce Proofs of many more, by the next Sit- 
ting of the Parliament, fears he ſhall be arreſted, 
or otherwiſe deprived of his Liberty in the mean 
Time. It was ordeted, That the ſaid Nelvert 
ſhall not be arreſted or confined for Debt, or other- 
wiſe z but if he be called before the High Com- 
miſſion Court, he ſhall appear and anſwer to ſuch 
Matters as ſhall be objected againſt him, ſo as he 
be not reſtrained of his Liberty.” 

This Day the King came to the Houſe, and, in 
a Speech to the Lords, took Notice, That upon 
* Monday laſt he ſent a Meſlage to them, and ano- 
© ther to the Commons, declaring his Royal Plea- 
© ſure for the Adjourhment of the Parliament, and 
© the Reaſons thereof. He gave them Thanks for 
© their Obedience to the Meſſage, and the Acknow- 
© ledgetnent of the King's Power to call, adjourn, 
and diflolve Parliaments : For nut joining with 
the Commons in a Petition to his Majeſty, as they 
© defired, for a Non- Adjournment at this Time: 
© Alfo for leaving the Form of the Adjournment 
© unto him; and for expediting the Bill which his 
« Majefty lent touching the Adjournment. 

* His Majeſty alſo took Notice of the Form of 
© Adjournment, diſcuſſed in that Houſe Yeſterday, 
and that the Opinions of the Judges are, That 
the Adjournment by the King keeps the Parlia- 
ment in Statu guo prius untill the next Sitting; 
but that then no Committees were to meet : 
* But if the Adjournment be by the Houſe, then 
the Committees and other Matters do continue. 
* That, in theſe Matters, the Judges and his At- 
© torney are to be heard in that Houſe ; but yet the 
* Privileges and Liberties of the Lords were to be 
maintained, and no Ways abridged. 

* That out of princely Care to his People he gave 


* much longer Warning of this Adjournment, than 


© any 


Of ENGLAND. 467 


any of his Predeceſſors had done, to the end that An. 19. James I. 
1621. 


« ſuch Bills as were moſt material to the Com- 
mon -Wealth, might, in the mean Time, be ex- 
« pedited ; eſpecially againſt Informers, and Writs 
of Superſedeas and Certiorari: But his Majefty 
« firſt demanding the Opinions of the Judges, they 
« faid, he could do himſelf what thoſe two Bills 
required. 

That whereas ſome ſay, No Good hath been 
* done this Parliament, and ſhall they ſo return? 
His Majeſty put the Lords in mind of the two 
+ Patents grievous to the Common- Wealth, of Inns 
© and Gold and Silver-Thread, called in by him; 
and alſo this Parliament had cenſured the late 
Lord Chancellor; which is an Example to all 
other Judges. 3 

He affirmed, That had the Commons made 
an humble Anſwer to him on the Adjournment, 
© he would have granted them ten Days longer; 
© but now he would not yield to their Requeſt : 
Vet, if the Lords thought that eight or ten Days 
more will expedite thoſe Bills that be now in the 
© Houſe, he will grant it.” 

Then his Majeſty was pleaſed to go into his 
Drawing-Room, that the Lords might more freely 
diſcuſs this Matter amongſt themſelves. And, ta- 
king it into Conſideration, they thought fit to ad- 
viſe with the Commons alſo therein; and ſent a 
Meſſage to them to defire a free Conference with 
their whole Houſe, preſently, in the Painted- 
Chamber, on Matters of great Importance, where- 
m no Time was to be loſt. 

The King being returned, the Lords humbly 
thanked his Majeſty for his gracious and free Of- 
fer ; acquainted him with the Meſſage they had juſt 
ſent to the Commons; and beſought him to en- 
large his Offer to this Day Forthnight. The King 
granted their Requeſt, with this Caution, That it 
© be underſtood to be his own free Offer to give 
this Election to the People, either to have an 
Adjournment, or a longer Time to paſs fome 
* Bills, and fo to make a Seſſion.“ 
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An, x9. mes I. Poſt Meridiem. The Lords went to the Conſe- 

x622, ference; and, being returned, the Lord Treaſurer 

reported to the Houſe : * That the Lords having 

acquainted the Commons with his Majeſty's free 

Grant of a Choice, Whether the Parliament ſhould 

be adjourned on the 4th Inftant, or continued for 

a Forthnight longer, and then prorogued ? The 

Commons having conſidered of it, did acknowledge 

his Majeſty's Power to call, adjourn, prorogue, and 

diſſolve Parliaments, and his Majeſty's Grace and 

Favcur in granting this Election; for which they 

defired the Lords to join with them in grateful 
Thankſulneſs to the King.” 

Their humble Defirealſois, That it would pleaſe 

his Majeſty- to adjourn the Parliament, the Form 

whereof they leave to to him ; becauſe they have 


diſcharged their Committees, which they cannot 


now recollect ſo ſuddenly ; neither will that Time 
ſullice to bring to Effect the Affairs of great Im- 
portance which they had in Hand. They defired 
alſo to preſent his Majeſty, with the Lords, three 
Both Houſes de- Petitions z- firſt, for Matters of Trade, that is, that 
fire an Adjourn- Manufactures may be diſtributed to the ſeveral Qut- 
ment on!) Parts of the Kingdom; Money not to be exported 
out of the Realm; chat Ordnance may not be tran- 
ſported; laſtly, they again rene wed their former 
Requeſt, that both the Houſes may join in their 
Thanks tg his Majeſty.” 
Then the Lords 74 another Meſſage to the 
Commons, to acquaint them, That they had con- 
ſidered of their Requeſt, and had appointed a Com- 
mittee of twelve Lo to join with a Committee 
of their Houſe to preſent it to his Majeſty that Af- 
ternoon, if he would be pleaſed to admit them to 
his Preſence.” The Lords humbly deſired his Royal 
Highneſs the Prince to preſent their Thanks to his 
Majeſty ; and the Archbiſhop. of Canterbury was 
appointed, by joint Conſent, to deliver the Requeſts 
of Lords and Commons to him at the lame T ime. 
Adjourned to Monday, _ 
June 4. After ſome other Buſineſs of leſs Mo- 
ment was done, the Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 
| ' a bury 
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bury reported to the Lords, © That Yeſterday, in An. 19. Jamesf.* 


the Afternoon, the Committee of the Lords, ac- 
companied with that from the Commons, accor- 


ding to the Order of the Houſe, attended his Ma- 


jeſty ; where it pleaſed the Prince's Highneſs to 
preſent unto him the humble Thanks of both 
Houſes, for the Choice his Majeſty gave them of 
an Adjournment, or a Prorogation, of the Parlia- 
ment.“ 

That then his Grace made known to his Ma- 
jeſty the Election of the Commons, viz. an Ad- 
journment, with their Reaſons for the ſame ; and 
alſo preſented unto him the three Petitions, recom- 
mended by the Commons: 1. Touching new 
Manufactures to he equally diſtributed to the Out- 
Parts of the Kingdom. 2. Concerning Bullion 
and Coin to be preſerved in the Land. 3. Touch- 
ing Iron Ordnance not to be exported.” 

* That his Majeſty graciouſly accepted the 
* Thanks from both Houſes ; and notwithſtand- 


* ny Admonitions to expedite good Laws; and 
* that they diſputed the Reaſons which he gave of 
* the Adjournment of this Parliament, (all Power 
© being in him to call, adjourn, prorogue, and diſ- 
* ſolve Parliaments) yet his Majeſty was pleaſed, 
according to the Choice the Commons had made, 
to adjourn this Parliament at this Time; the 
* ſame to begin again in November next. In the 
* mean Time he will, by his own Authority, re- 
« dreſs the Abuſes of Informers, and Writs of Su- 
© perſedeas and Certiorari ; which were intended 
* to be reformed by the two Bills more eſpecially 
* recommended by him.” 

© That his Majeſty's Anſwers to the three Pe- 
© titions of the Commons were: To the firſt, con- 
* cerning the Enlargement or Diſperſing of new 
* Manufattures, which he never heard of before, 
© he will conſider thereof with his Council. To 
© the ſecond, touching Bullion and Coin, his Ma- 


Ge 3 * jeſty 


1621. 


| The King ad. 
* ing that he called to Mind the Commons em- journs — 


* braced not, as they ought to have done, his ma- accordingly. 


| I, 
** 
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© jeſty would alſo adviſe with his Council, and re- 
« dreſs it. And to the laft, about Ordnance, ſome 
© Care had been taken already, and more ſhould 


© be hereafter.” 


* Then his Grace preſented his Majeſty the hear- 
ty Prayers of both Houſes, unto God, for his long 
Life and Proſperity. And the King, as general 
Biſhop of tbe Land, did then alſo offer his Prayers 
to God for both Houſes. Finally, he admoniſhed 
them, That at their Return into the Country, 
they give his People good Satisfaction, both for 
* the Proceedings and Adjournment of this Par- 
« liament.” | 

According to an Order, made June 2. the Judges 
delivered their Opinions touching the Privileges of 
the Houſe of Lords during the Seſſion of Parliament: 
But, becauſe it had not happened to their Knowledge, 
that ever the Houſe was adjourned for ſo long a 
Time, as now it was intended to be; they could 
not ſatisfy their Lordſhips of any Precedent, for the 
Continuance of their Privileges during all the Time 
of this long Ceſſation. 

Whereupon their Lordſhips delivered their Opi- 
nions, That the Lords do know that the Privi- 
leges of themſelves, their Servants and Followers, 
do continue, notwithſtanding the Adjournment of 


Parliament; and do adjudge the ſame to be obſer- 


ved in all Points accordingly.” Ordered, That 
this Declaration ſhall be entered in the Fournah, 
and a Copy of it ſent to both the Compters to be 
publiſhed. 
' TFobn Cranfield, a Priſoner in the Fleet, had been 
accuſed for ſpeaking many ignominious and baſe 
Words againſt the Prince and Princeſs Palatine and 
the Lords of Parliament. A Committee had alſo 
been appointed to examine into the Truth of this 
Matter ; and now the Archbiſhop reported from it, 
That they had examined divers Witnefles ; which 
Examinations were read. Ordered, That the 
Warden of the Fleet ſhall keep the ſaid Cranfield 
Priſoner there, ſo that he may be brought * 
the 
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the Houſe at the next Sitting of it, to be cenſured An. 19. 

for his great —— ; * * > 
A Petition of ſeveral Perſons, now or late, Pri- 

ſoners in the Fleet, were read; complaining of 

great. Wrongs, Violences and barbarous Uſage in 

the Warden of the ſaid Priſon towards them, c. 

Alexander Harris, the Warden, was brought to 

the Bar, when the Lord Chief Juſtice told him 

of his Miſdemeanours, and commanded him to 

uſe his Priſoners well according to his Duty. Af- 

terwards he was bound in 2000 l. Bond for his LN 

Appearance at the next Sitting of the Parliament. 6 
It was ordered, That the Lords Sub- Commit- 1 

tees, as private Lords, may diſtribute the Money 4 

in the Poormen's Box; and the Money gathered 

from the Houſe towards the Pains of divers Gen- 

tlemen employed in ſearching Records. T he ab- 

ſent Lords to pay as much as the preſent, viz. each 

Earl or Viſcount 40s. and each Biſhop and Baron, 

20 8, 
After theſe Orders, &:. were finiſhed, his Royal 

Highneſs the Prince, who, as we have obſerved be- 

fore, never miſſed one Day's Attendance all this 

long Seſſion, produced the King's Commiſſion for 

the Adjournment of the Parliament. It was di- ; 

rected to himſelf and many other Lords, in the Form of the fad 

uſual Form, except one Clauſe, viz. Sciatis tamen mnt 

quod Nos, pro diverſis certis urgentibus Cauſis et Con- 

fiderationibus Nos fpecialiter moventibus, prædictum 

Parliamentum noſtrum, et omnes Cauſas et Mate- 

rias inceptas, et non adhuc terminatas, adjournandum 

duximus. By virtue of this Commiſſion, the Com- 

miſſioners adjourned the Parliament to the 14th of 

November next enſuing. The Lord Chief Baron, 

with other Judges, were ſent to the Commons with 

the ſame Inſtrument, and withall to deliver this 

Meſlage : 

We are commanded to ſignify unto you, That 

© his Majeſty's Pleaſure is, That all Committees, 

© Matters, and Buſineſs of Parliament, ſhall reſt 

in the State as they now are, untill the next 


{ Meeting." 
ing vibe 
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An, 19. JamesT, Wilſon and Ruſhworth both inform us, That the 

1562. Houſe of Commons, immediately before their Re- 
ceſs, took into Conſideration again the Affair of 
the Palatinate. And, leſt the Slackneſs ſhewn in it 
ſhould be laid to them, they, unanimouſly, agreed 
to draw up a Declaration of their Sentiments in 
this Matter. 

The Motion for this Declaration was made in 
the Houſe of Commons by Sir James Perrot; 
who ſaid, That ſince his Majeſty, at the Begin- 
ning of this Parliament, had made a Proteſtation, 
to adventure himſelf, his Son, and all his Eſtate 
for the Recovery of the Palatinate; we ought to 
make a public Declaration alſo, that at our next 
Acceſs, we will, if the King require it, adventure 
ourſelves and all our Eſtates to the ſame Purpoſe : 
Which Reſolution, he hoped, when known abroad, 

would greatly facilitate his Majeſty's Treaties with 
foreign Princes.“ 

This Motion was ſeconded by ſeveral other 
Members; particularly Sir Robert Phillips, who 
ſaid, They ought to declare, that if his Majeſty 
ſhall not, by Peace, obtain the Settlement of true 
Religion, with the Reſtitution of the Palatinate, 
they would all undertake for the ſeveral Shires and 
Places for which they ſerved, to adventure all their 
Fortunes, Lives, and Eſtates, for thoſe Services.” 
And, upon the Speaker's Motion of. this, every 
Member ſhewed his Approbation, by Acclama- 
tions, Waving of Hats, &c. : 

A Committee was immediately appointed, who 
withdrew to draw up a Form of a Declaration ; 
which being read and approved on, the Speaker 
was ordered to leave a Copy of it with the King, 
as a Teſtimony of their Duty ; and every Member 
took another Copy to carry away with him. 
The Declaration was in theſe Words : 


The Gramens * HE Commons affembled in Parliament taking 
Declaration for into moſt jerious Conſideratian the preſent State 
1 of the the King's Children Abroad, and the generally afffic- 
ted Eflate of the true Profeſſors of the ſame Chriſlian 

: | : Re tg ion, 
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Religion, profeſſed by the Church of England, in Fo- gy, 19. James I. 


reign Parts; and being touched with a true Senſe 
and Fellow-Feeling of their Diſtreſſes, as Members 
of the ſame Body, do with unanimous Conſent in the 
Name of themſelves, and the whole Body of the King- 
dom (whom they repreſent) declare unto his moſt Ex- 
cellent Majeſty, and to the whole World, their hearty 


Grief and Sorrow for the ſame ; and do not only join 


with them in their humble and devont Prayers unto 
Almighty Gad, to protect his true Church, and t3 
avert the Dangers now threatened ;, but alſo with one 
Heart and Voice do ſolemnly proteſt, that if his Ma- 
neſly's pious Endeavours, by Treaty, to procure their 
Peace and Safety, ſhall not take that good Effet 
which is deſired in Treaty; (whereof they humbly 
beſeech his Majeſly not to ſuffer any longer Delay) 
that then, upon Signification of his Majeſty's Pleaſure 
in Parliament, they ſhall be ready, to the utmoſt of 
their Powers, both with their L'ves and Fortunes, 
to affift him; ſo as, by the Divine Help of Almighty 
God, (which is never wanting unto thoſe, who, in 
his Fear, ſhall undertake the Defence of his own 
Cauſe) he may be able to do that with his Sword, 
which by a peaceable Courſe ſhall not be effefied, 


Wilſon writes, That the King took this De- Which is agree- 
claration of the Commons in very good Part, and able to the King. 


intended, when Occaſion ſhould ſerve, to make a 
right Uſe of it. For as he found them forward 
enough to begin a War, ſo he knew his own Con- 
ſtitution backward enough, though the Sword was 
in his Hand ; but did foreſee an Advantage arifing 
from a Medium between the Parliament and him, 
if he could bring his Deſigns about. This, our 
Author tells us, he put in Practice ſome Time af- 
ter, but the Project broke all to Pieces in the At 


tempt (d). x 


There is no Occaſion to trouble the Reader 
with any Reflections on the late Proceedings in 
Parliament; ſince they ſufficiently explain them- 

5 ſel ves. 

(% Wilſen in Kennet, P. 738. 


1621, 


1621. 
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- An. 19. James I. ſelves. They prove, however, that Corruptions 


in Miniſters, and other great Officers of State, are 
no new Things: And it is to be wiſh's that Par- 
liaments, in later Times, had more frequently appli- 
ed themſelves to the reforming ſuch Abuſes, with 
the ſame honeſt Zeal and Steadineſs as their Fore- 
fathers. 

Hitherto, in this Reign, Things have gone in a 
ſeeming peaceable Way, between Prince and Peo- 


ple: The Parliament no ſooner complained of a 


Grievance, but the King thought fit to redreſs it; 
and every Offender, they mark'd out in thoſe Abu- 
ſes, was given up to public Juſtice. 

The Hiſtorian of this Reign (e) tells us, That 
in this very Parliament, the King carried all Things 
with a full Sail; the Pilots of the Common- 
Wealth having an Eye to the Dangers that lay in 
the Way. That, in both Houſes, the King had 
a ſtrong Party, eſpecially in the Houſe of Lords; 
all the Courtiers and moſt of the Biſbops ſteared by 
his Compaſs. The Prince's Preſence alſo, who 
was a conſtant Member, did caſt an Awe amongſt 
many of them ; yet, he adds, there were ſome gal- 
lant Spirits that aimed at the public Liberty more 
than their own Intereſt. If any Thing was ſpo- 
ken in the Houſe, that did in the leaſt reflect upon 
the Government, or touch, as the Courtiers thought, 
that nali me tangere, the Prerogative; thoſe that 
moved it were ſnap'd up by them, though many 
Times they met with ſtout Encounters at their 
own Weapons. The principal of theſe were, con- 
tinues our Authority, Henry Earl of Oxford, Hen- 
ry Earl of Southampton, Robert Earl of Eſſex, Ro- 
bert Earl of Warwick, the Lord Say, the Lord 
Spencer, and divers others, that ſupported the old 
Engliſh Honour, and would not let it fall to the 
Ground (J). | 

We need not deſcant upon the Partiality of this 
Writer, ſince the foregoing Inquiries into Parlia- 

mentary 

(% Wilſon in Kenner. | | 

/) Did. P. 736. — Rapin deduces the Origin of Whigs 
— om ad. 
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mentary Proceedings, from undoubted Authorities, An. 


may ſhew that the old Engl; Honour, as he terms 
it, was in no ſuch Danger of falling; except in 
the Indolence of the King and Government to re- 
venge foreign Aſſaults, and the not carrying on a 
War to ſupport the unhappy Palatine Family : 
For every Grievance, hitherto complained of by 
the Commons, was redreſſed; and, during this Re- 
ceſs of Parliament, if we may believe Ruſbworth, 
the King effectually made good his Promiſe to 
them, in clearing away every Thing that might 
give Offence to the moſt zealous Patriots. The 
Collector's own Words will beſt evince the Truth 
of this Aſſertion. 

© After the Receſs of Parliament, the King, by 
Proclamation, declared his Grace to his Subjects in 
Matters of public Grievance : And taking Notice 
that many great Affairs, debated in Parliament, 
could not be brought to Perfection in ſo ſhort a 
Time, and that the Commons thought it conve- 


nient to continue the ſame Seſſion in Courſe of 


Adjournment ; and withall obſerving, that divers 
of thoſe Particulars required a ſpeedy Determina- 
tion and Settlement for his People's Good ; and 
that they are of that Condition and Quality, as 
that he needeth not the Aſſiſtance of Parliament to 
reform the ſame; and would have reformed them 
before the Parliament, if the true State of his Sub- 


jets Grievances had been made known unto him ;* 
hath determined, and doth declare an immediate 


Redreſs therein, by his own regal Authority, as in 
the Buſineſs of Informers, of Miſcarriages of Mini- 


ſters in Chancery, of the Patents for Gold and 


Silver-Thread, for licenſing Pedlars and Petty- Chap- 
men, for the ſole dreſſing of Arms, for the Expor- 
tation of Liſts and Shreds, and for the ſole making 
Tobacco- Pipes, Cards, and the like. And beſides, 
the Redreſs of theſe Grievances, he will enlarge 
his Grace unto other Kinds for his Subjects Eaſe : 
And that both his own, and the Ears of his Privy 
Council, ſhall be open to his People's modeſt and 


Juſt Complaints.” | 
| © More- 


. I. 
22 
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An. 10 Jatzes?, © Moreover, a ſecond Proclamation was iſſued 
1641. forth againſt Exceſs of licentious Speech touching 
State- Aﬀairs : For, notwithſtanding the Strianels 
of the King's former Command, the People's inor- 
dinate Liberty of unreverend Speech increaſed daily. 
Wherefore the King threatned Severity, as well 
againſt the Concealers of ſuch Diſcourſes, as againſt 
the Boldneſs of audacious Tongues and Pens.” 


- Nothing material happening in the Govern- 
ment, during the Interval of the Receſs, but what 
will beſt appear in the Sequel, we ſhall proceed 
with our Journals. 

A Proclamation was publiſhed (g), bearing Date 
from the Court at Roy/lon, October the 6th this 
Year, for an Adjournment of the Parliament from 
Nevember the 14th to the 8th Day of February 
next coming. The Reaſon given for it was, the 
Seaſon of the Year and Weather making it unfit 
for the States of the Kingdom to afſemble at that 
Time. But, by another Proclamation, from the 
The Parliament ſame Authority, this Adjournment was altered, on 
meet again. Certain urgent and important Occaſions, to the 
20th of Nevemler; at which Time they were 

ſtrictly commanded to meet to do Buſineſs (5). 
At this Acceſs of Parliament, five new created 
Lords were introduced to their Seats in the Houſe, 
New Creations in With the uſual Ceremonies. Their Names and 
the Peerage, Titles were Thomas Lord Darcy of Chich, created 
Viſcount Colche/ter ; Henry Lord Hunſdon, Viſcount 
Rochford; Fulk Grevile, Lord Brook; Edward 
Montagu, Baron Montagu of Boughton ; and Lis- 
nel Cranfield was made Baron Cranford of Cran- 
ford in Bedfordſhire. This laſt Perſon had been, 
ſome Time before, made Lord Treaſurer of Eng- 
land, (i) and removed from his Place, in the Houle, 


as 
3 
70 Rymer's Public Acts, Tom. XVII. P. 324. 
Bid. P. 326. 

6 He ſucceeded Edward Lord Viſcount Mandeville, (who held 
that Office not quite a Year, and was made Preſident of the 
Council) through the Intereſt of the Marquis of Byckinghbam, 
whoſe Relation he had married. Cranfield was originally a Citizen 
and had been bred up in the Cuſtom- houſe, Kennet, p. 727. — 
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ns youngeſt Baron, to the Seat next above the Lord 
Preſident of the Council (4). * - 
Then a Meſſage was ſent to the other Houſe, 
by Mr. Juſtice Jones and Mr. Sergeant Crew, vis. 
That his Majeſty, being abſent from Parliament, 
by reaſon of an Indiſpofition of Health, had com- 
manded the Lord Keeper to deliver his Pleaſure to 9 
both Houſes; which the Lords thought fitter to be "on 
done at-a Meeting: Therefore their Lordſhips | | 
did deſire ſuch a Meeting for that Purpoſe, in the Ml 
Painted Chamber, To-morrow at Two in the 1h þ 
Afternoon, if that Time ſtands with their Con- "40 
venience.” Anſwer, * The Commons will at- 1 i 
tend the Service, at the Time and Place ap- 8 
pointed.” 9 
The Prince ſignified to the Houſe his Majeſty's +2888 


Pleaſure, © That when the Lord Keeper had end- a ö ö 
ed his Speech to both Houſes, the Lord Treaſurer 1 
and Lord Digby ſhould ſecond the ſame.“ 7 
Sir Fohn Bennet and Alexander Harris appeared "28 
to anſwer their Bail, and ſtand the Judgment of - 
the Houſe, | 1 
No. 21. This Day was wholly taken up with bh 
the Meeting of the two Houſes in the Painted > 
Chamber. And, on the next, there was nothing 
material done, except, that the Lord Keeper, 
Lord Treaſurer and Lord Digby were ordered to 
make Report of the Meſſage from the King, by 
them delivered Yeſterday at the Meeting of both 
Houſes, on Saturday Morning next. | 
Nov. 24. Accordingly this Day the Lord Keeper 
of the Great Seal, who was then Dr. Fobn Mil- 
liams, Biſhop of Lincoln, delivered the Report of 
his Speech, to both Houſes, in Form following: 


lay it pleaſe your Highneſs and ibis Noble Houſe, 
IF I had in my Breaſt the leaſt Drachm of thoſe 1 
high Thoughts, which the Roman Oratar had ports the King's 
in his, when he ſaid, Nihil dixi guad diaiſſe pituit, Speech to both 
that he never ſpoke, in his Life, any one Word Houfes. 
that he repented of, I ſhould not have been ſo un- 
4 5 willing 
Y Fourn, Proc. Cambden's Annals and Dugdale's Summons, 
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An. 39- James I. willing to make a Repetition of my other Day's f 
. Meſſage, as by Order of the Houſe I am obliged 


to do: For, in good Faith, my Performance there- 
of was ſo weak, that I had good Reaſon to defire 
it might be rather (for the Manner and all the In- 
tereſt I had therein) buried in Oblivion, than re- 
ceived with a ſecond Repetition. 

Aud yet, conſidering, that the beſt Sacrifice I 
can offer up to this noble Company, is my Humility 
and Obedience. I will be unto myſelf, as Phocion 
was to Demoſthenes, a Kind of ing-Knife, 
to cut off the Superfluities of that Declaration, 
which wearied all your Lordſhips the other Day.” 

I divided, according to my Method indeed, 
but his Majeſty's Matter, the whole Narrative in- 
to fix ſeveral Parts. 1. The Antecedent. _ 2. The 
Occafion.: 3. The Pattern. 4. The Call. 5. The 
Form. And, laſtly, the Continuance of this pre- 
ſent Aſſembly. One of theſe Parts I let fall in the 
Diviſion, but took it up again in the Diſcourſe and 


Narration.“ 13 
My Antecedent comprebended the ſeveral Ef- 
fects of his Majeſty's gracious Care over the King- 
dom, fince the laſt Receſs, or Departure, of this 
Aſſembly: How the three Petitions, preſented from 
boch Houſes by my Lord's Grace of Canterbury, 
were really anſwered.*. | TT 
1. That the Matter of Trade and Diſtri- 
bution of  ManufaQures to ſeveral Parts of the 
Kingdom was conveniently eſtabliſhed. . 2. The 
Importation of Bullion and Conſervation of Coin 
within the Land was diſcuſſed, committed, and re- 
ferred. And, laſtly, the Exportation af Iron 
Ordnance was. firmly prohibited. 
Then I preſented io the Noble Houſes the Pro- 
clamation of Grace, wherein were reformed fix or 
ſeven and thirty ſeveral Matters complained of as 
lic Grievances; all of them without the leaſt 
racking or Merchandizing with the People: A 
Thing uſual in former Times ; but, out of his Ma- 
jeſty's Zeal of Juſtice, and no other Conſidera tion 
the World, rooted out and eternally aboliſhed.” 
| LP of 0 And 
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© And here I croſs'd the Seas and touched upon An. 


the Reformation of Ireland, begun by a Platform 
projected by the Council of the one, and poliſhed 
by the Council of the other, and now to be per- 
fected by Commiſſioners choſen out from both the 
Kingdoms. Theſe I called the Fruits of his Ma- 
jeſty's Vocation, and the Antecedents of this Aſ- 


w_—_ 

The Occaſion of this Aﬀembly I faſtned, part- 
ly, upon ſome Antecedents from abroad, but, 
principally, upon a Declaration at home; recorded 
and divulged far and near, by the Repreſentative 
Commonalty of this Kingdom. I know your 
Lordſhips have peruſed the ſame, their noble Ma- 
nifeflo of the 4th of June laſt. This I made bold 
to analize a little, and obſerved, without altering 
Phraſe or Word, four Circumſtances in the ſame : 
To the which I 1 four Anſwers, warranted, 
to a Sy llable, by his Majeſty's Directions; as, I hope, 
my Lords here of the Council will bear me Wit- 
neſs.” 

1. His Majeſty was encouraged to travel a 
little longer in his pious Endeavours to procure a 
Peace, by way of Treaty : I declared, from him, 
that all this was done; I wiſh I could have faid as 
profitably as I could well fay charitably.” 

2. His Majeſty was beſought this Treaty might 
not-be over much lingered and delayed. I ſhewed 
from the King, that no more it was ; and produ- 
ced for Teſtimony, the ſpeedy Return of that 
noble Lord employed in that Service.” 

3. * His Majeſty was petitioned, upon the Non- 
Proficiency of this Treaty and his pious Endea- 
vours, to fignify his Pleaſure in open Parliament. 
I told them, from the King, that this Petition was 
likewiſe granted; and was the principal Cauſe why 
both Houſes were now re-afſembled.” 

* Laſtly, His Majeſty is aſſured, upon this Sig- 
nification, Sc. which I ſhewed them, That peace- 
able Courſes are not ſo effectual, the Breaches being 
now grown ſo wide and deſperate. Aud thus I 
ſtated the Occaſion of this Re - Aﬀembly.” = 


—_— 
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Anas. Js James I. In the third P lace, I touched upon an heroical 
I 


Act of his Majeſty, # which I called a Pattern for 
this Aſſembly; and that is the Advancement of 
40,000:]; to keep together the Body of an Army 
in the Lower Palatinate; the which had otherwiſe 
been diffoly'd before this Parliament could be aflem- 
dled. I noted that, without this, their Reſolution 
had been loſt ; and ſo will all this be ſtill-wi 
their further Reſolution.” + = 
Iln the fourth, I excuſed the Call of this Aſ- 
ſembly, which might ſeem to ſome Men not to be 
10 punctual ; and ſhewed them, that, like War it- 
ſelf, ſo are the Summons thereof accompanied 
with Diſorder and Confuſion. For, in Matters of 
this Nature, as I noted out of a good Author, 
Due legitimum, &c. Thoſe Parliaments! which 
ſtand upon their preciſe, &c. (J). 3 22 

+ Fiſthly, I touched upon the Form of this Aſ- 
ſembly; which his Majeſty's Pleaſure was ſhould 
rather he hy antient than modern Precedents, That 
all, Sc. and all cunning and malicious Diverſions 
avoided, for ſuch Things, well know, there are in 
the World; they ſhould, ſecondly, really, &c.' 
I n the laſt Place, I came unto the Continuance 
of this Aſſembly, which his Majeſty limits, at this 
Time, to ſome ſeven or eight Days before Chri/t- 
maſs; but rene ws again on the eighth of February 
next, to continue then for the enaCting of Laws 
and perioding of theſe Reſormations, as long as 
the Neceſſity of the State ſhall require the ſame.. 


And now I have preſented your Lordſhips the 
natural Bird, as it came from'the Neſt, without ſo 
much as a Feather of my own Invention: For 
this is no Speech but only Minutes of his Majeſty's 
Directions. I ſhall only add, firſt, my Preface, 
containing his Majeſty's Indifpoſition rather than 
Abſence ; for abſent his Majeſty thought he could 
not be, as long as he was repreſented hy ſuch a Son: A 
Son, of whom 1 may ſay, as Pliny did of Cecina, 
2 2571799 MN War en Parenti 
50 This Paragraph and the next are left unintelligible, in the 
Jourrali, perhaps on Purpoſe: Becauſe they ſeem to point at 
dome Reflections, too ſtrong to be recorded. 
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Parenti non minus ob alia charus, quam guod Filins An. 1 


fit, as dear to his Majeſty, for many other Reſpects, 
as becauſe he is his Son.“ 

Then by double Prayer, the one to your Lord- 
ſhips, which I now repeat again and make for my- 
ſelf, for the Time paſt, preſent, and to come, to 
pardon the Weakneſs and innumerable Imperfec- 
tions of your moſt unworthy Speaker ; the other 
unto God, for his Holy Spirit to be preſent and 
preſident in this Aſſembly.” 


After the Lord Keeper had ended his Report, 

the Lord Digby ſtood up, and made a ſhort Repeti- 

tion of that Part of his Speech, which his Lordſhip 

had delivered at the ſame Time, to both Houſes, 

_—_ the State of Affairs abroad, in the following 
erms: | | 


N the Delivery of the Meſſage I had from the 
King, I preſented theſe three Conſiderations; Recital of 
firſt, his Majeſty's Proceedings and the Iſſue of Speech upon the 
them; next, the State of the Buſineſs at this fame Occaſion, 


preſent Time; and, laſtly, what Redreſs was fitteſt 
to be done. 

© I begun with his Majeſty's Proceedings from 
the unfortunate Overthrow at Prague. Upon the 
News of which his Majeſty, inſtantly, conſidered 
what was to be done, and reſolved that the beft 
was, to keep the Princes of the Union in Arms; 
and, to continue their Army, his Majeſty ſent 
them 30,000 l. by Albertus Morton. Then his 
Majeſty ſent Sir Edward Villiers into Sileſia, to 
fetch the Palſgrave's Submiſſion unto the Emperor, 
2 ſuch Conditions as his Majeſty ſhould think 

t. 

His Majeſty then, alſo, ſent me unto the Arch- 
duke Albertus, to propoſe a Reconciliation ; and 
ſent to him the firſt, becauſe he had the greateſt 
Stroke in the Affairs of the Empire, and greateſt 
Command over the Spaniſh Army; in regard the 
Emperor had all his Greatneſs, ſaving a few little 
Provinces, by Refignation from the ſaid Archduke.” 

Vos, V. H hb © The 


* 


An. 19. James I. 
p< 


482 The Parliamentary. His rok 


< The Archduke willingly aſſented unto a Re- 
canciliation, in favour of his. Majeſty ; and, to 
that End, the Archduke writ, Letters. to the Em- 

ror. and King of Spain. In the Iuterim, the 
— of the Union grew to diſband; where- 
upon, the Archduke, to ſhew his Willingneſs to a 
Reconciliation, did procure Spinola to ceaſe from 
the War. By thoſe Means the Palatinate was 
ſaved, which otherwiſe had been loſt, and this Ceſ- 
ſation continued all the Lifetime of the Archduke.” 

© Sir Edward Villiers and I returned into Eng- 
land about the ſame Time; I bringing with me the 
Ceſſation from War, and he the Po/greve's Submiſ- 
fion. And now the Bufineſs was ready fox a gene- 
ral Treaty, which his Majeſty, at the firſt, inten- 
ded to have with the Emperor touching the Re- 
conciliation; and I was employed in that Errand, 
accompanied with Letters of Recommendation 
from the Kings of France, Spain, Poland, and 
Denmark. | 

The Propoſitions which I was to make to the 
Emperor were, That the Palgrave ſhould be re- 
ſtored to his Lands and Honours, in all Points, as 
he enjoyed them when he married his Majeſty's. 

hter : The Palgrave ſubmitting himſelf to 
the Emperor, upon ſuch Conditions as the Empe- 
ror and his Majeſty ſhould agree on.“ 

The Emperor anſwered, That he was willing 
to gratify his Majeſty's Demands, for the great 
Moderation which he found in his Majeſty. in the 
Buſineſs of Bohemia, ſo as the King would under- 
take for the Pal/grave's Submiſſion. But the Em- 
peror referred the Concluſion of this Buſineſs unto 
the Diet.” 

© Then I made a ſecond Propoſition, viz. That 
War might ceaſe until Matters were debated by 
the Diet. Unto which the Emperor anſwered, 
That he did not. take it to be War or Hoſtility 
that he waged againſt the Pal/grave, Yet, in Fa- 
vour to his Majeſty, he would agree to a Ceſſa- 


tion,” 
© After 
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the Princes denied their Appearance at the ſame, 
in regard they were under ſuch Concern as to look 
to themſelves and ſtand upon their Guard. Where- 
upon I moved the Emperor to fend to every Prince 
Ra. and acquaint him with his Majeſty's 

ropoſitions; which the Emperor did accordingly.” 

Upon Anſwer from the Princes, the Emperor 
wrote his Letter to his Majeſty, in Anſwer to the 
Propoſitions, which I received, thinking all Buſi- 
neſs had, in Effect, been fully concluded on. In 
which Letters there was contained; That the Em- 

or had written to the Duke of Bavaria and the 
Manta, for a Ceſſation from Arms; and that him- 
ſelf had granted a Promiſe, either to procure Count 
Mansfield to lay down his Arms, or elſe that his 
Majeſty would declare Count Mansfield an Enemy. 
In theſe Letters, alſo, the Emperor did write, 
That he would not take up Arms again, until 
three Months after he had given Notice to his Ma- 
jeſty that he would renew the War.” 

© Then I ſhewed the Reaſon why the Em 
would not agree to any Truce, without the Duke 
of Bavaria: Firſt, in regard of the Emperor's 
Agreement in the Beginning of the Troubles, 
neither to make Peace nor War without the Con- 
2 of the ſaid Duke; which happened becauſe 

at upon tbe former Truce made with the ſaid 
Duke, the Soldiers that were in the Lower Pala- 
tinate, and wanted Employment, came up into 
the Higber, and much inſeſted the Duke of Bavaria. 
Secondly, in regard the ſaid Duke had a great Part 
of Auſtria in Pledge for his Satisfaction. Thirdly, 
becauſe the Emperor was barred out of all Paſſage 
but through Bavaria, Bethlem-Gabar, Renſerpe, 
and Budianus. 

] coming to Count Mansfield to treat with him 
about laying down his Arms, found plainly, That 
the Duke of Bavaria had, from the Beginning, af- 
fected to get unto himſelf the Pa/atinats and the 


Title of Eletor.” 
H h 2 « The 
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An. 19. James J. © The Duke of Bavaria, in his Letters which 


1621, 


- he wrote to me, upon Receipt of the Emperor's 


Letter to him concerning the Truce, did diſcover 
this Intention : For he wrote, That I ſhould not 
need to labour for a Truce, for the Wars were at 
an End; in that he had agreed with Count Mans- 
Feld, ſo that he doubted not but to keep both the 
Palatinates in Peace, untill the Emperor and the 
Palſgrave had agreed. And here, I noted, That 
this Anſwer was a bitter Oraiſon.” 

* The Infanta refuſed to have a Peace, and ac- 
quainted me, that ſuch was the Emperor's Mind 
alſo ; whereupon I obſerved, That the Emperor's 
Anſwers to his Majeſty's Propoſitions had been defer- 
red; ſo that now it was come, either that his Maje- 
ſty ſhould leave his Children orelſe denounce War.” 

* Touching the preſent State of the Palatinate, 
I ſhewed, "That Count Mansfield was come down 
into the lower Part with 16,000 Men, and Sir Ho- 
race Vere had about 5000 ; all theſe having endu- 
red the Hardſhips of War for near two Years. And 
here I obſerved, That much was faved by theſe 
Means, which muſt have been ſpent in raiſing, arm- 
ing, and carrying over ſo many thouſand Soldiers 
into that Place.” | 

I faid further, That the People of the Palati- 
nate had lived free from Oppreſſion and Rapine under 
the Spani/h Army; and that therefore ſome ſpeedy 
Courſe was to be taken for ſending of Money thi- 
ther, leſt Manzfield's Soldiers, thro' Want, ſhould 
be driven to fall to ſpoil thoſe of the Palatinate, 
and breed a Liking in them to the Spaniſb Govern- 
ment. I noted further, That Count Mansfield's 
Army did not conſiſt of Men, which fought for 
their Country, Wives, or Children, but for Mo- 
ney z which they muſt have ſpeedily, or they are 
gone: And if the Count, for want of Pay, ſhould 
rake a Diſlike, he might, for Honour, or other Re- 
ward, fall off tothe Emperor, and then all were loſt.” 

I alſo briefly deſcribed unto them the - preſent 
State of all Chriſtendom ; the Power of the Em- 


peror, and of the five Armies maintained by the 
King 
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King of Hain: That the Forces of the Princes of An. 19. James I, 


the Union were diſbanded ; and that the Catholic 
League did continue to hold firm.” | 

I obſerved how bravely Sir Horace Vere and 
Captain Borough had behaved themſelves of late in 
the Palatinete ; and that, by the Wiſdom and Va- 
jour of Sir Horace, Heidelbergh was kept from the 
Enemy, being a Place of ſmall Strength; Main- 
bam, a. very. ſtrong Town; Frankendale, which 
had endured a Month's Siege, and Harms; which 
is 7 State of the Palatinate.” 

* Touching what Redreſs was fitteſt, I conclu- 
ded, That it was proper to Cheriſh and keep up that 
Army which is already there, which muſt be with 
Supplies of Money; and that more Forces, muſt 


be prepared againſt next Spring, ſo as we might 


bave there an Army of our own, to the Sirength- 
ening the Palatinate, and Encouragement of the 
Princes of the Union. This I recommended unto 
them, and wiſhed that every one would ſhew his 
Zealand Affection to his Majeſty therein.“ 


The Lord Treaſurer next made his Report of the The Lord Trea- 
Meſſage, which he delivered to both Houſes, to fes — 
this Effect: ting to the Sup- 


That bis Lordſhip declared unto them the ply. 


preſent State of the Exchequer, and Smalneſs of 
his Majeſty's Revenues ; and that the two Subſi- 
dies, granted this Parliament, were ſpent about the 
Palatiuate. 

* That the Bufineſs, now in Hand, required a 
great and. a ſpeedy Supply, wherein his Majeſty 
had taken ſome Courts out of his own ; and his 
Lordſhip doubted not but that the Commons would 
add thereunto, and perform what they had ſo nobly 
promiſed in their Manifeſto ; the Diſpoſing whereof 
they need not to doubt of, but that his Majeſty 
intended the ſame to be wholly employed for the 
Recovery of the Palatinate.' 

« Laſtly, he wiſhed that the Commons would 
ſo handle this Buſineſs, as to make his Majeſty in 
Loye with Parliaments.” 

H h 3 Theſo 


1621. 


An, 19. James l. 


3621, 
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Theſe ſeveral Reports being made, the Lords 
proceeded to regulate Committees on divers Bills ; 
which, with ſome other Matters of leſs Moment, 
concluded the Bufmeſs of that Day. 

November 26. Nothing being done this Day, 
nor in the ſeveral Days following, in the Houle 
of Lords, but hearing Complaints and redreſſing 
Matters of Privileges, &c. it may be neceflary to 
examine into the viour of the Commons at 
this Juncture. 

be firſt Day's Debates are very long, and turn 
chiefly on the State of the Palatinate, and of Re- 
ligion in Germany z but fay no more of the former 
than what is already given in Lord Dighy's Decla- 
ration 


Which,notwich- Notwithſtanding theſe preſſing Remonſtrances, 


ſtancing, moves 


heavily in the 
Commons. 


from the Miniſtry, of the Exipencies of State, the 
Commons were in no Hafte to grant Supplies; but, 
inſtead thereof, went upon the old Topics of Grie- 
vances and the Means t6 redreſs them. Theprin- 
cipal Point of which was, the Growth of Popery 
in the Kingdom; which they were at this Time 
more earneſt to infiſt on, becauſe the great Match, 
between Prince Charles and the Infanta of Spain, 
was then on the Carpet. The Commons, to ſhew 
their Diſlike to this Conjunction, drew up a long 
Remonſtrance againſt Popery in general, and the 
evil Effects which might accrue to the Nation by 
this Match in particular, 
7i/fon. informs us, That the King, hearing the 
Houſe of Cammons were hammering upon 
this Remonſtrance, went to Newmuarhet ; a cold 
and bleak Air, in as cold and bleak a Seaſon, pre- 
tending his Health; but indeed, fays that Author, 
to be farther from the Sound of that Noiſe which 
tually poſſeſſed his Ears, of the Diſcontent of 
the Commons to this Match, He adds, That as 
the Buſineſs grew up, he had Intimation of it from 
his Creatures in the Houſe ; who aggravated the 
Matter to the King with all the Acrimony they 


would; fo far as to reflect upon particular Fon. 
who 
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who were the moſt active Toftrithents in it, 4 % Janerl, 
The Petition and Remonſtrance itſelf, tho? not ö 
preſented, is yet preſerved in Wil and Rus 
worth; and claims a Place in theſe Iuquiries. 


Moſt Gracious and Dread Sovereign, 


W = your Mrjeſty"s moſt humble and loyal Subjetty, = 
the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes, now aſ- Their Petition 
and Remon- 


ſembled in Parliament, t0ho 'repreſent the Colhmons france again 
of your Realm, full of hearty Sorrow 1e he deprived Popery, the Spa- 


of the Comfort of your Royal Preſente, the rather, "i Match, &c, 


for that it proceeds from the Want of your Health, 
wherein we all unfeignedly do ſuffer; in all humbie 
Manner calling to Mind your gracious Anſwer to our 
Former Petition tonterning Religion, tobich, notꝛuith- 
flanding your 14 0 pious and princely Nitentions, 
hath not produced t 
of theſe Times toth'ſeem'to'its th require : And finding 
bow ill your Majeſty's Goodneſs hath been requittd by 
Princes n Religion, Who even in Time of 
Treuty, huve taken Opportunity to advante their nun 
Ends, tentling tot he Subver fron of Religton and Diſau. 
vantage your Affairs, andtheEftate of your Children: 
By ren whereof, your ill. affected Subjefts at Home, 
the Popiſb Retuſants, have taken tos much Entourage- 
ment, un are \dangerouſly encreaſed in their Num- 
ber and in their Infolenttes, We cannot but be ſen- 
ble thereof, und therefore humbly repreſent what we 
conterye to be the Cauſes of fo great and growing Mi, 
chiefs, and what be the Remedies. | 
I. The Vigilanc and Ambition of the Pope of 
Rome, and his deureſt Son; the one aiming dt as 
large a Temporal Monarchy, as the other at a ſpiri- 
tual Supremacy. 2 
II. The Deviliſh Poſitions and Doctrines, whereon 
Popery is built, and taught with Authority to their 
Followers, for Advancement of their Temporal Ends. 
III. The 1 and miſerable Eftate of the 
P * of true Religion in Foreign Part. 
V. The diſaſterous Actidents to your Majefly's 
Children Abroad, expreſſed with Rejoiting, and even 
with Contempt of their Perſons. | 5 


t god 'Efect, Which'the Danger 
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An. 19. James JI. V. The ſtrange Confederacy of the Princes of the 


Popiſh Religion, aiming mainly at the Advancement 
of theirs, and ſubverting of ours, and taking the Ad- 
vantages conducing to that End upon all Occaſions. 

VI. The great and many Armies raiſed and main- 
tained at the Charge of the King of Spain, the Chief 
of that League. 

VII. The Expettation of the Popiſh Recuſants of 
the Match with Spain, and feeding themſelves with 
great Hopes of the Conſequences thera: | 

VIII. The interpoſing of Foreign Princes and their 
Agents, in the behalf of Popiſh Recuſants, for Cen- 
nivance and. Fausur unto them. 

IX, Their open and uſual Reſort to the Houſes, 
and, which is worſe, to the Chapels of Foreign Am- 

adors. 
. Their more than uſual Concourſe to the City, 
and their frequent Conventicles and Conferences 
ther L 

XI. The Education of their Children in many ſe- 
vera! Seminaries and Houſes of their Religion, in 
Foreign Parts, appropriated to the Engliſh Fugitives. 

XII. The Grants of their juſt Forfeitures in- 
tended by your Majeſty, as a Reward of Service to 
the Grantees; but, beyond your Majeſty's Intention, 
transferred or compounded for, at ſuch mean Rates, 
as will amount to little leſs than a Toleration. 

XIII. The licentious printing and diſperſing of 
Popiſh and ſeditious Books, even in the Time of Par- 
lament. | 

XIV. The Swarms of Prieſis and Teſuits the 
common Incendiaries of all Chriſtendom, diſperſed in 
all Parts of your Kingdom. © 


Aud from theſe Cauſes, as bitter Roots, we bum- 
bly offer to your Majeſty, that we foreſee and fear 
tbere will neceſſarily follow very dangerous Effefts 
both to Church and State. For, a 

I. The Popiſb Religion is incompatible with aurs, 
in rejpet? of their Poſitions. | | 

II. It araweth with it an unavoidable Dependency 
en Foreign Princes. 

III. 
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III. It openeth too wide a Gap for Popularity, to An. 


any who ſhall draw tos great a Party. 

IV. It hath a reſtleſs Spirit, and will firive by 
theſe Gradations ; if it once get but a Connivance, it 
will preſs for a Taleration ; if that ſhould be obtained, 
they muſt have, an Equality ; from thence they will 
aſpire to Superiority, and will never reſt till they get 
4 Subverſion of the true Religion. 


The Remedies againſt theſe growing Evils, which, 
in all Humility, we offer unto your moſi Excellent 
Majeſly, are theſe : | 

I. That ſeeing this inevitable Neceſſity is fallen 
upon your Majefly, which no Wiſdom or Providence 
of a peaceable and pious King can avoid; your Majeſty 
would not omit this juſt Occaſion, ſpeed.ly and effec- 
| Tually to take your Sword in your Hand. 

II. That once undertaken upon fo honourable and 
Juſt Grounds, your Majeſty would reſolve to purſue, 
and more publickly avow, the aiding of thoſe of our 
Religion in Foreign Parts; which doubtleſs would re- 
unite the Princes and States of the Union, by theſe 
Diſaſters diſheartened and diſbanded. 

III. That your Majeſty would propoſe to yourſelf to 
manage this War with the beft Advantage, by a Di- 
verſion or otherwiſe, as in your deep Fudgment ſhall 
be found fitteſt; and nit to reſt upon a War in theſe 
Parts only, which will conſume your Treaſure, and 
diſcourage your Pezple. 

IV. That the Bent of this War, and Pint of your 
Sword, may be againſt that Prince (whatſoever Opi- 
nion of Potency he hath) whoſe Armies and Treaſures 
have firſt diverted, and ſince maintained the IV ar in 
the Palatinate. | 

V. That far ſecuring of our Peace at Home, your 
Majeſty would be pleaſed to review the Parts of our 
Petition, formerly delivered unto your Majeſtiy, and 
hereunto annexed ; and to put in Execution, by the 
Care of choice Commiſſioners to be thereunto eſpecially 
appointed, the Laws already and hereafter to be 
made for preventing of Dangers by Popiſh Recuſants, 
and their wonted Evaſions, vi 


19. James I, 
1621. 
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Au. 1. Emes l. VI. That ts fruſtrate their Hopes For à future 


Age, our moſt noble Printe may be timely and happily 
married to une our tun Religion. 

VII. That the Children of the Nobility and Gen- 
try of this Kingdom, and of others ll-affefted and 
Juſpetted in their Religion, now beyond the Seas, may 
be forthwith called Home by your Means, and at 
the Charge of their Purenis or Governors. 

VIII. That the Children of Pop/b Recuſants, or 
fuch whoſe Wives are Popiſh Recuſarits, be brought 
up, turing their Minority, with Proteſtant School- 
maſters and Teachers, who may ſow, in their tender 
Years, the Seeds of trite Religion. 

IX. That your Majeſty twill be pleaſed ſpeedily to 
revue all former Licences far fuch Children an Youth 
to travel beyond the Seas, and not grant any ſuch 
Licence hereafter. | 

X. That your Majifty's tearnied\Council may receive 
Commandment from your Highneſs, carefully to look 
mut former Grants of Recuſants Lands, and to avi 
them, if by Law they can; and that your Majeſty 
will ay your Hand from paſſing am fuch Grants 
hereafter. f 


This is the Sum and E of our humble Declara- 
don, which we (n Ways intending to preſs upon your 
Majeflys undaubted and regal Prerogutive) do with 
the Fulneſs F dur Duty and Obedittice, humbly ſub- 
mit to your moſt Princely Conſideration : The Glory of 
Coll, whoſe Cauſe it it; the Zeul of tur true Religion, 
iu ohich tor have been born, and whertin (by God's 
Grace) we ure reſolved to die; the Safety La your Ma- 
Jes \Royal Perfon, who is the very Life of your 
People ; the Happineſs of your Children and Poſte- 
rity ; the Homer and Good of the Church and State, 
dearer unto us than our wwn Lives, having kindted ' 
theſe Afettions truly devoted to your Majeſty. 

And feeing out of mr Duty to your Majefly, we 
bade already reſolved to give, at the End of this Se. 
fon, one entire Subſidy, for the preſent Relief of the 
Talatmate an, i te prid in the End of February 
next 
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next, which cannot well be ected but by paſſing a an, 


Bill in a Parliamentary Courſe before Chriſtmas ; we 
moſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty (as our affured Hape 
er you will then alſo vouchſafe to grove Life, by 
your Royal Aſſent to fuch Bills, as before that Time 
ſhall be prepared for your Majefly's Honour, and the 
Good of your People: And that fuch Bills may be alſo 
accompanied (as hath been accuſtomed) with your 
Majeſty's gracious Pardon which (proceeding from 
your own meer Grace) may, by your Highneſs's Di- 
rettion, be drawn to that Latitude and Extent, as 
may beft ſort with your Majeſty's Bounty and Good- 
neſs. And that not only Felons and criminal Offen- 
ders may take Benefit thereof, but that your good 
Subjects may receive Eaſe thereby. And if it ſhall fo 
Hand with your good Pleaſure, That it muy extend to 
the Relief of the old Debts and Duties to the Crown 
before the firſt Year of your Majeſty's Reign; to the 
Diſcharge of Alienations without Licence, and mif- 
uſing of Liveries and Ouſtre le Maine, before the 
5 Summons of this Parliament; and of concealet 
ardſbips, and not ſuing of Liveries, and Ouſtre 
le Maines, before the Twelfth Tear of your Macy“ 
Reign. Which gracious Fivour would much comfort 
your good Subjetis, and eaſe them from Vexation, 
with little Loſs or Prejudice to your own Profit. 
And we, by our daily and devout Prayers to the 
Almighty, the great King of Kings, ſhall contend far 
4 Bleſſing upon our Endeavours; and for your Ma- 
Jeſly's long and bappy Reign over us; and for your 
hildren's Children after you, for many and many 
Generations. 


We are told that when this Remonſtrance was 
perſected by the Commons, the King had a Copy 
of it before the Houſe had Time to ſend their Meſ- 
fengers with it. In which ſome Things ſo highly 
diſpleaſed hit, that he inſtantly diſpatched the fol- 
towing Letter to the Speaker, to forbid the ſend- 


ing of it. 
To 


ry. * 
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An. 29. James I. To owr Trufty and Well-beloved Sir Thomas Rich- 
3627, ardſon, Amght, Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, 
| Mr Speaker, | Th 
The King's Let- © E have heard, by divers Reports, to our 
ter to the Sprak- © great Grief, that our Diſtance from the 
—— the © Houſes of Parliament, cauſed by our Indiſpoſi- 
- 4-7 Se © tion of Health, hath emboldened ſome hery and 
popular Spirits of ſome of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, to argue and debate publickly of Mat- 
ters far above their Reach and Capacity, tend- 
ing to our high Diſhonour, and Breach of Prero- 
gative Royal. Theſe are therefore to command 
you to make known, in our Name, unto the 
Houſe, That none therein ſhall preſume hence- 
forth to meddle with any Thing concerning out 
Government, or deep Matters of State; and, 
namely, not to deal with our deareſt Son's Match 
with the Daughter of Spain, nor to touch the 
Honour of that King, or any other our Friends 
and Confederates: And alſo not to meddle with 
any Man's Particulars, which have their due 
Motion in our ordinary Courts of Juſtice. And 
whereas we hear, they have ſent a Meſſage to 
Sir Edwin Sandys, to know the Reaſons of his 
late Reſtraint ; you ſhall in our Name reſolve 
them, that it was not for any Miſdemeanour of 
his in Parliament: But to put them out of Doubt 
of any Queſtion of that Nature, that may ariſe 
among them hereafter, you ſhall reſolve them in 
our Name, That we think ourſelf very free and able 
to puniſh any Man's Miſdemeanours in Parliament, 
as well during their Sitting as after: Which we 
mean not to ſpare hereafter, upon any Occaſion 
of any Man's inſolent Behaviour there that ſhall 
be miniſtered unto us: And if they have already 
touched any of theſe Points, which we have here 
forbidden, in any Petition of theirs, which is to-be 
ſent unto us, it is our Pleaſure that you ſhall tell 
them, That except they reform it before it come 
to our Hands, we will not deign the Hearing, 
nor Anſwering of it.” 


Dated at Newmarket, Dec. 3. 1621. 
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Upon the Receipt of this Letter, the Commons An. 19. James1, 


were in a great Buſtle ; and diſpatched Meſſengers 
immediately, to bring back thoſe they had ſent with 
their Remonſtrance to deliver to the King. After- 
wards they drew up the following Petition; which 
they ſent along with their former, by twelve of their 
Members (m). 


Moſt Dread and Gracious Sovereign, 
E your moſt humble and loyal Subjects, the 


and unſpeakable Sorrow, through the true Senſe of 
your Majeſty's Diſpleaſure, expreſſed by your Letter 
lately ſent to our Speaker, and by him related and 
read unto us: Vet comforted again with the Aſſurance 
of your Grace and Goodneſs, and of the Sincerity of 
our own Intentions and Proceedings, whereon with 
Confidence we can rely; in all Humbleneſs beſeech 
your moſt Excellent Majeſiy, that the Loyalty and 
Dutifulneſs of as faithful and loving Subjects as ever 
ſerved, or lived under a gracious Sovereign, may not 
undeſervedly ſuffer by the Miſ-information of partial 
and uncertain Reports, which are ever _—_ 
Intellgencers : But that your Majeſty would, in the 
Clearneſ of your own Judgment, firſt vouchſafe to 
underſtand from curſeldes, and not from others, what 
our humble Declaration and Petition (reſolved upon 
by the univerſal Voice of the Houſe, and propoſed, with 
your gracious Fuusur, to be preſented unto your Sacred 
Majeſly) doth contain. Upon what Otcaſion we en- 
tered into Conſideration of thoſe Things which are 
therein contained, with what Dutiful Reſpect to your 
Majefly and your Service, we did conſider theresf, 
and what was our true Intention thereby. And that 
when your Majeſly ſhall thereby truly diſcern our du- 
tiful Afections, you will, in your Royal Judgment, 
free us from thoſe heavy Charges, wherewith ſome 
of our Members are burthen'd, and wherein the 
whale Houſe is involved. 2 
n 


(m) Wilſon ſays it was reported, That, when the King heard of 
this ſecond Remonſtrance, he called for t-¼elve Chairs, ſaying, 
there were tele Kings a coming, | 


Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes, aſſembled in — 


the Commons Houſe of Parliament, full of Grief therexyon, 
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An. 03. Janes And wwe humbly beſeech your Majeſty, that you 


would not hereafter grve Credit to private Reports, 

ainſt all er any of the Members of our Houſe, whom 
* whole haue not cenſured, until your Majeſty have 
been truly, informed thereof from ourſelves : And that 
in the mean Time, and ever, we may 45 upright 
in your Majefly's Grace and good Opinion, than 
which no worldly Conſideration is or can be dearer 
unto us. 


When yaur Majeſty had reaſſembled us in Parlia- 
ment by your Royal Commandment, ſooner than we 
expected; and did vouchſafe, by the Mouths of three 
honourable Lords, to impart unto us the weighty Oc- 
cafions moving your Majeſty thereunto ; from them 
we did underſtand theſe Particulars, viz. 

That notwithſtanding your princely and pious En- 
deavours to procure Peace, the Time is now come that 
Janus Temple muſt be opened. 

That the Vaice of Rellona muſt be heard, and not 
the Voice of the Turtle. 

That there was no Hope of Peace, nor any Truce 
to be obtained, no not far a few Days. 

That your Majeſiy muſt either abandon your own 
Children, or engage yourſelf in a War ; wherein 
Conſideration is ta be had, what Foot, what Horſe, 
what Adoney will be ſufficient. 

That the Lower Palatinate was ſeized upon by the 
Army of the King of Spain, as Executor of the Ban 
there, in quality of Duke of Burgundy, as the Up- 
per Palatinate was ty the Duke of Bavaria. 

That the King of Spain, at bis own Charge, had 
now at ft five Armies on Foot. | 

That the Princes of the Unicn were disbanded ; 
but the Catholick League remained firm, whereby 
thoſe Princes, fo diſſevered, were in Danger, one by 

* to be ruined. fo 

at the Eſtate of thoſe of our Religion in foreign 

Parts was erat muy out of theſe Conſidera- 
tions, we were called to a Mar; and forthwith to ad- 

viſe for a Supply for keeping the Forces in the Pala- 
tinate from being dizbanded ; and to foreſee the Mo 

o 
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for the War, againſt the Spring. We, therefare, out 
of Zeal to your Majeſly and. yuur Pofterity, with more 
Alacrity and Celerity than ever was precedented in 
Parliament, did addreſs ourſetues to the Service com- 
mended unto us. And alths we cannot conceive, that 
the Honour and Safety 1 your Majeſty and your Po- 
fterity, the Patrimony of your Children invaded and 
poſſeſſed by their Enemies, the Welfare of Religion, 
and State of, your Kingdom, are Matters at any 
Time unfit for our deepeſt Conſideration in Time of 
Parliament: And altho', before this Time, we were 
in ſome of theſe Points ſilent ; yet being now invited 
thereumto, and led on by ſo Juſt an Occaſian, we 
thought it our Duties to provide for the preſent Sup- 
ply 271 and not only to turn our Eyes on a War 
abroad, but to take Care for the ſecuring of our 
Peace. at home ; which the dangerous — and In- 
folency of Popiſo Recuſants apparently, viſibly, and 
iy did lead us unto, The Conſider ation whereof 
did neceſſarily draw us truly to repreſent unto your 
Majeſty, what we conceive to be the Cauſes, and what 
we feared would be the Effects, and what we hoped 
might be the Remedies of theſe growing Evil; ; among 
which, as incident and unaundable, we fell upon fome 
Things, which ſeem to touch upon the King of Spain; 


nd maintaint 


as they have Relation to Popiſh Recuſants at home, 


to the Wars by bim maintained in the Palatinate a- 
gainſt. your Majefly's Children, and ia his ſeveral 
Armies now on Fact ; yet, as we conceived, without 
Touch of Diſhonour to that King, or any other Prince, 
your Majeſty's vn gry py 

In the Diſcourſe whereof we did nat aſſume to our- 
ſelves any Power to determine of any Part theresf, 
nor intend to incroach or intrude upon the ſacred 
Bounds of your Raya! Authority; to whom, and to 
wham only, we acknowledge it doth belong to re- 
ſolve of Peace and War, and of the Marriage of 
the moſt Noble Prince your Son But as your maſt 
loyal and humble Subjects and Servants, repreſenting 
the whole Commons of your Kingdom, (who have a 
large Intereſt in the bappy and proſperous Eſtate of 


ut 
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Ad. 19. James I. your Majeſly, and your Royal Pofterity, ror 4 the 


flouriſhing Eftate of our Church and Common-Wealth ) 
did reſolve, out of our Cares and Fears, truly and 
plainly to demonſtrate theſe Things to your Majeſty, 
which we were not afſured could otherwiſe cone ſa 
Fully and clearly to your Knowledge ; and that being 
done, to lay the ſame dein at your Majeſty's Feet, 
without Expectution of any other Anſwer of your Ma- 
Jefly, touching theſe higher Points, than what at your 
good Pleaſure, and in your own Time, ſpould be held 


ht. 
This being the Effeft of what we had formerly 


reſolved upon, and theſe the Occaſions and 2 in- 


ducing the ſame, our humble Suit to your 


ohh, 


and Confidence is, That your Majefly will be graci- 


ouſly pleaſed to receive, at the Hands of theſe our Me. 
ſengers, our former humble Declaration and Petition, 
and vouchſafe to read, and favorably to interpret 
the ſame ; and that to ſo much thererf as containeth 
our humble Petition concerning Jeſuits, Prieſts, and 
Popiſh Recuſants, the Paſſage of Bills, and granting 


your Royal Pardon, you will vouthſafe an Anfwer un- 


10 Us. 

And whereas your Majeſty, by the general Words 
of your Letter, ſeemeth to reſtrain us from intermed- 
ling with Matters of Government, or Particulars 
which have their Motion in Courts of Juſtice; the 
Generality of which Words, in the Largeneſs of the 
Extent thereof, (as we hope beyond your Majeſty's In- 
tention) might involve thoſe Things, which are the 


proper Subjefts of Parliamentary Occaſions and Di- 


ſeourſe. 
And whereas your Majeſty doth ſeem to abridge us 
of the antient Liberty of Parliament, for Freedom of 
peech, Furiſdiftion, and juſt Cenſure of the Houſe, 


and other Proceedings there, (wherein, we truſt in 


God, we ſhall never tranſgreſi the Brunds of loyal and 
dutiful Subjefts) a Liberty which, we aſſure ourſelves, 


fo wiſe and ſo jut a King will not infringe, the ſame 


being our antient and undoubted Right, and an In- 


beritance received from our Anceſtors ; without which 
3 "8 | 5 10% 
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we cannot freely debate, nor clearly diſcern of Thi 
in queſtion before us, nor truly inform your Majeſty : 
In which we have been confirmed by your Majeſty's 
moſt gracious former Speeches and Meſſages, We are 
therefore now again inforced, in all Humbleneſs, to 
pray your Majeſty to allow the ſame ; and thereby to 
take away the Doubts and Scruples your Majeſty's 
late Letter to our Speaker hath wrought upon us. 

So ſhall we, your loyal and loving Subjects, ever 
acknowledge your Majeſty's Fuſtice, Grace, and Good- 
neſs, and be ready to perform that Service to your 
Majeſiy, which, in the true Affeftion of our Hearts, 
we profeſs ; and pour out our daily and fervent Prayers 
to the Almighty for your Majeſty's long Life, happy 
and religious Reign, and proſperous Eſtate, and for 
yaur Royal Poſterity after you for ever. 


The King having rejected the firſt Petition, gave 
to the latter this Anſwer following : | 


Petition had come to our Hands before we had 
made a Stay thereof; which is to repeat the firſt 
* Words of the late Queen of famous Memory, 
* uſed by her, in an Anſwer to an inſolent Pro- 
* poſition made by a Polonian Ambaſlador unto 
© her; that is, Legatum expeftabamus, Heraldum 
* accipimus. For we had great Reaſon to expect, 
© that the firſt Meſſage, from your Houſe, ſhould 
© haye been a Meſſage of Thankſgiving for our 

continued gracious Behaviour towards our People, 
* fince your laſt Receſs; not only by our Pro- 
« clamation of Grace, wherein were contained 
« fix or ſeven and thirty Articles, all of ſeveral 
points of Grace to the People; but alſo by the 
Labour we took for the Satisfaction of both 
© Houſes, in thoſe three Articles recommended 
unto us, in both their Names (), by the Right Re- 
verend Father in God, the Archbiſhop of Can- 
« terbury ; and likewiſe for the good Government 


* of Vie and, we are now in Hand with, at your 
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E muſt here begin in the ſame Faſhion His Majeſty's 
that we would have done, if the firſt Anſver thereto, 


An.1 „ 1j3mes * 
Fear, 
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* Requeſt: But not only have we heard no News 
© of all this,. but contrarily, great Complaints of 
the Dapger of Religion within this Kingdom, 
© tacitly implying our ill Government in this 
Point. And we leave you to judge whether it 
© be your Duties, that are the Repreſentative Body 
© of our People, ſo to diſtaſte them with our 
< Goverament;z whereas, on thecontrary, it is your 
Duty, with all your Endeavours, to kindle 
more and more a dutiful and thankful Love in 
the Peoples Hearts towards us, for our juſt and 
* gracious Government. 

Now whereas, in the very Beginning of this 
* your Apology, you tax us, in fair Terms, of 
© truſting uncertain Reports, and partial Informa- 
© tions concerning your Proceedings: We wiſh you 
© to remember, that we are an old and experi- 
< enc'd King, needing no fach Leflons, being, in 
our Conſcience, freeſt of any King alive, from 
* hearing or truſting idle Reports; which ſo many 
of your Houſe, as are neareſt us, can bear Wit- 
* nels unto you, if you would give as good Ear 
© to them, as you do to ſome Tribunitial Orators 
* among you: And, for Proof in this Particular, 
* we have made your own Meſſengers confer 
your other Petition ſent by you, with the Copy 
© thereof which was ſent us before; between 
© which there is no Difference at all, but that 
* ſince our receiving the firſt Copy you added a 
© Concluſion unto it, which could not come to 
* our Hands, till it was done by you, and your 
« Meſſengers ſent ; which was all at one Time. 
And if we had had no Copy of it before - hand, we 
* muſt have received your firſt Petition, to our 
great Diſhonour, before we had known what it 
contained; which would have enforced us to have 
* return'd you a far worſe Anſwer than now we 
do; for then your Meſſengers had returned with 
nothing, but that we have judged your Petition 
* unlawful, and: unworthy of an Anſwer. For, 


© as to your Concluſion thereof, it is nothing but 


* Prateſtatio contraria Fafio; for, in the Body of 
* your 
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your Petition, you uſurp upon our Preroga- An. 19. James l. 


tive Royal, and meddle with Things far above 
« your Reach, and then in the Concluſion you 
« proteſt the contrary ; as if a Robber would take 
* a Man's Purſe, and then proteſt he meant not to 
* rob him. For, firſt, you preſume to give us 
* your Advice concerning the Match of our deareſt 
« Son with ſome Proteſtunt, (we cannot fay Prin- 
* ceſs, for we know none of theſe fit for him) and 
* diſſuade us from his Match with Spain, urging 
* us to a preſent War with that King; and yet, in 
* the Conclufion, forſooth, ye proteſt ye intend 
not to preſs upon our moſt undoubted and Regal 
« Prerogative ; as if the Petitioning of us in Mat- 
* ters, that yourſelves confeſs ye ought not to 
* meddle with, were not a medling with them. 

© And whereas ye pretend, That ye were invi- 
ted to this Courſe by the Speeches of three ho- 
* nourable Lords; yet, by ſo much as your- 
* ſelves repeat of the Speeches, nothing can be 
concluded, but that we were reſolved by War to 
< regain the Palatinate, if otherwiſe we could not 
* atfain unto it. And you were invited to adviſe 
* forthwith upon a Supply, for keeping the Forces 
in the Palatinate from Diſbanding, and to fore- 
© ſee the means for the Raiſing, and Maintenance 
© of the Body of an Army for that War againſt 
* the Spring. Now, what Inference can be made 
© upon this ; that therefore we muſt preſently de- 
* nounce War againſt the King of Spain, break 
© our deareſt Son's Match, and match him to one 
© of out Religion, let the World judge. The 
© Difference is no greater, than if we ſhould tell a 
© Merchant, that we had great need to borrow 


© Money from him for raifing an Army; that 


© thereupon it would follow, that we were bound 
© to follow his Advice in the Direction of the War, 
© and all Things depending thereupon. But yet, 
not contenting yourſelves with this Excuſe of 
*-yours, which indeed cannot hold Water, ye 
* come after to a direct Contradiction to the Con- 


eluſion of your former Petition, ſaying, That 
I i 2 the 
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4, 19. James I. the Honour and Safety of us and our Poſterity, 


and the Patrimony of our Children invaded and 
© poſlefled by their Enemies, the Welfare of Re- 
< ligion, and State of our Kingdom, are Matters, 
at any Time, not unfit for your deepeſt Conſi- 
« derations in Parliament. To this Generality, 
* we anſwer. with the Logicians, That where all 
Things are contained, nothing is omitted: So as 
© this Plenipotency of yours inveſts you in all Power 
upon Earth, lacking nothing but the Pope's to 
© have the Keys alſo both of Heaven and Purga- 
© tory: And to this vaſt Generality of yours we 
© can give no other Anſwer ; for it will trouble all 
the beſt Lawyers in the Houſe to make a good 
Commentary upon it: For ſo did the Puritan 
* Miniſters in Scotland bring all Kind of Cauſes 
* within the Compaſs of their Juriſdiction, ſaying, 
© That it was the Church's Office to judge of 
« Slander; and there could no Kind of Crime or 
Fault be committed, but there was a Slander in 
© it, either againſt God, the King, or their Neigh- 
© bour; and, by this Means, they hooked in to 
<. themſelves the Cognizance of all Cauſes: Or, 
© like Bellarmine's Diſtinction of the Pope's Power 
over Kings, in ordine ad Spiritualia, whereby he 
gives them all Temporal Juriſdiction over them. 
* But to give you a direct Anſwer to the Matter 
©. of War, for which you are ſo earneſt: We con- 
feſs, we rather expected you ſhould have given us 
Thanks for the ſo long maintaining a ſettled Peace 
in all our Dominions, when all our Neigh- 
* bours about are in miſerable Combuſtion of War ; 
but, duke Bellum inexpertis, And we indeed find 
* by Experience, that a Number of our Subjects 
are ſo pampered with Peace, as they are deſirous 
of Change, tho' they know not what. 
© It is true, that we have ever profeſſed, (and, in 
that Mind, with God's Grace, we will live and 
die) that we will labour by all Means poſlible, ei- 
ther by Treaty, or by Force, to reſtore our Chil- 
dren to their antient Dignity and Inheritauce : 
And whatſoever Chriſtian Princes or * 
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* will ſet themſelves againſt it, we will not ſpare An. 19. James I, 


© any lawful Means to bring our ſo juſt and ho- 
* nourable Putpoſe to a good End; neither ſhall 
the Match of our Son, or any other worldly Re- 
© ſpect, be preferred to this our Reſolution. For, 
by our Credit and Intervention with the King of 
© Spain, and the Arch-Dutcheſs, and her Husband 
nov with God, we preſerved the Leer Palatinate 
* one Whole Year from any further Conquering in 
© it 3 which, in any eight Days Space in that Time, 
might have eaſily been ſwallowed up by Spinola's 
* Army, without any Reſiſtance. And in no better 
© Caſe was it now, at our Ambaſlador the Lord 
* Digby's coming thro' Heidelbergh, if he had not 
© extraordinarily ſuccoured it. | 

* But becauſe we conceive, that ye couple this 
War of the Palatinate with the Cauſe of Reli- 
gion, we muſt a little unfold your Eyes herein. 

© The Beginning of this miſerable War, which 
© hath ſet all Chriſtendom on Fire, was not for 
Religion; but only cauſed by our Son- in- Law's 
* haſty and harſh Reſolution, following evil 
* Counſel, to take to himſelf the Crown of Bo- 
© hemia. 

And that this is true, himſelf wrote Letters unto 
© usat that Time, defiring us to give Aſſurance both 
to the French King, and State of Venice, that his 
* Accepting of the Crown of Bohemia had no Refe- 
© rence to the Cauſe of Religion, but only by rea- 
* ſon of his Right of Election, as he called it. 
And we would be ſorry that ſuch Aſperſion 
© ſhould come upon our Religion, as to make it a 
* good Pretext for dethroning of Kings, and uſurp- 
© ing their Crowns; and we would be loath that 
* our People here ſhould be taught that ſtrange 
Doctrine: No, let us not ſo far wrong the Je- 
© ſuits, as to rob them of their ſweet Poſitions and 
* PraQtices in that very Point. 

And upon the other Part, we aſſure ourſelf ſo 
far of your charitable Thoughts of us, that wes 
* would never have conſtantly denied our Son- in- 
Lay both the „ Aſſiſtance in that —_ 
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An. 29. James I. jf we had been well perſuaded of the Juſtice of 
16. f his Quarrel. But, to conclude, this unjuſt Uſur- 
©« pation of the Crowns of Bohemia and Hungaria 
© from the Emperor, hath given the Pope, and all 
© that Party, tog fair a Ground, and opened them 

5 too wide a Gate for curbing and oppreſſing of 
© many Thouſands of our Religion in divers Parts 
of Chriſtendom. | 

And whereas you excuſe your touching upon 
the King of Spain, upon occaſion of the Inci- 
© dents by you repeated in that Place, and yet af- 
* firm, that it is without any Touch to his Ho- 
© nqur; we cannot wonder enough that ye are ſo 

* forgetful both of your Words and Wits: For, in 
* your former Petition, ye plainly affirm, That he 
* affets the Temporal Monarchy of the whole 
Earth; than which there can be no more Ma- 
lie uitered againſt any great King, to make all 
© other Princes and Potentates both envy and hate 
him: But, if ye liſt, it may eaſily be tried, whe- 
ther that Speech touched him in Honour or not, 
* if ye ſhall aſk him the Queſtion, Whether he 
means to aſſume to himſelf that Title or no; for 
© every King can beſt judge of his own Honous. 
We omit the particular Ejaculations of ſome 
* foul-mouthed Orators in your own Houſe, a- 
* gainſt the Honour of that King's Crown and 
+ State. 

And touching your Excuſe of not determi- 
© ning any Thing concerning the Match of our 
* deareſt Son, buy only to tell your Opinion, and 
© kay it down at our Feet: Firſt, we deſire to 
© know, how you could have preſumed to deter- 
© mine in that Point, without committing of High 
* Treaſon ? And, next, you cannot deny but your 
© talking of his Match after that Manner, was a 
direct Breach of our Commandment and Decla- 
© ration out of our own Mouth, at the firſt fitting 
* down of this Parliament; where we plainly pro- 
* fefled, that we were in Treaty of his Match 
with Spain; and wiſhed you to have that Con- 


* dence in our Religion and Wiſdom, that we 
would 
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© ceive no Prejudice by it. And the ſame we now 
© repeat unto you, profeſſing that we are ſo far 
© engaged in that Match, as we cannot in Honour 


go back, except the King of Spain perform not 


* ſuch Things as we expect at his Hands. And 
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therefore we are ſorry that ye ſhould ſhew to 
have ſo great Diſtruſt in us, as to conceive that 
we ſhould be cold in our Religion; otherwiſe, we 
cannot imagine how our former. publick Decla- 
ration ſhould not have ſtopp'd your Mouths in 
this Point. 
* And as to your Requeſt, That we would now 
receive your former Petition : We wonder what 
could make you preſume that we would receive 
it; whereas, in our former Letter, we plainly de- 
clared the contrary unto you. And therefore 
we have juſtly rejected that Suit of yours: For 
what have you left unattempted in the higheſt 
Points of Sovereignty, in that'Petition of yours, 
except the Striking of Coin ? For it contains the 
Violation of Leagues; the particular Way how 
to govern a War ; and the Marriage of our deareſt 
Son, both negatively with Spain; nay, with any 
other Popiſh Princeſs ; and alſo affirmatively, as 
to the matching with one of our Religion; 
which we confeſs is a Strain beyond any Provi- 
dence or Wiſdom God hath given us, as Things 
now ſtand. 
* Theſe are unfit Things to be handled in Par- 
liament, except your King ſhould require it of 
ou: For who can have Wiſdom to judge of 
Things of that Nature, but ſuch as are daily ac- 
quainted with the Particulars of Treaties, and of 
the variable and fixed Connection of Affairs of 
State, © rg with the Knowledge of the ſecret 
Ways, Ends, and Intentions of Princes in their 
ſeveral Negotiations? Otherwiſe a ſmall Miſta- 
king of Matters of this Nature may produce more 
Effects than can be imagined: And therefore, 
Ne Sutor ultra Crepidam. And beſides, the in- 
« termedling 
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or War, and the Marriage of our deareſt Son, 
would be ſuch a Diminution. to us and to our 
Crown in Foreign Countries, as would make 
any Prince neglect to treat with us, either in 
Matters of Peace or Marriage, except they might 
be aſſured by the Aſſent of Parliament. And fo 
it proved long ago with a King of France ; who, 
upon a Trick, procuring his States to diſſent from 
ſome Treaty which before he had made, was 
after refuſed Treaty with any other Princes, to 
his great Reproach, unleſs he would firſt procure 
the Aſſent of his Eſtates to their Propoſition. 
And will you caſt your Eyes upon the late Times, 
vou ſhall find, that the late Queen, of famous 
emory, was humbly petitioned by a Parliament 
to be pleaſed to marry: But her Anſwer was (o), 
That ſhe liked their Petition well, becauſe it 
was ſimple, not limiting her to Place nor Per- 
ſon, as not befitting her Liking to their Fancies; 
and if they had done otherwiſe, ſhe would have 
thought it a high Preſumption in them. Judge 
then what we may do in ſuch a Caſe, having 
made our publick Dechration already (as we faid 
before) directly contrary to that which you have 
now petitioned. 
© Now to the Points in your Petition, whereof 
you defire an Anſwer as properly belonging to 
the Parliament. The firſt and the greateſt Point. 
is, that of Religion: Concerning which, at this 
Time, we can give you no other Anſwer than 
in the General; which is, That you may reſt 
ſecure, that we will never be weary to do al! 
we can for the Propagation of our Religion, and 
repreſſing of Popery : But the Manner and Form 
you muſt remit to our Care and Providence, 
who can beſt conſider of Times and Seaſons ; 
not by undertaking a public War of Religion 
through all the World at once ; which, how 
hard and dangerous a Taſk it may prove, you 
may judge. But this puts us in Mind, how - 
E. | a 1 
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* the World complained the laſt Year of Plenty An. 19. James 1. 
of Corn; and God ſent us a Cooling-Card this 792% 
Year for that Heat: Ard ſo we pray God, that 
this Deſire among you of kindling Wars (ſhew- 
ing your Wearineſs of Peace and Plenty) may 
not make God permit us to fall into the Miſe- 
ries of both. But, as we already faid, our Care 
of Religion muſt be ſuch, as, on the one Part, we 
muſt not, by the hot Perſecution of our Recu- 
ſants at Home, irritate foreign Princes of con- 
trary Religion; and teach them the Way to 
plague the Proteſtants in their Dominions, with 
whom we daily intercede, and at this Time 
principally, for Eaſe to them of our Profeſſion 
that live under them ; yet, upon the other Part, 
we never mean to ſpare, from due and ſevere — 
Puniſhment, any Papiſt that will grow inſolent 
for living under our ſo mild Government. And 
you may alſo be aſſured, we will leave no Care 
untaken, as well for the Education of the 
Youth at Home, eſpecially the Children of Pa- 
piſts, as alſo for preſerving at all Times hereaf- 
ter the Youth that are or ſhall be Abroad, from 
being bred in dangerous Places, and ſo poiſoned 
in Popiſh Seminaries. And as in this Point, 
namely, the good Education of Popiſh Youth 
at Home, we have already given ſome good 
Proofs, both in this Kingdom and in Jrelagd ; 
ſo will we be well pleaſed to paſs any good Laws 
that ſhall be made, either now, or at any Time 
hereafter, to this Purpoſe. 

* And as to your Requeſt of making this a Seſ- 
« fion, and granting a General Pardon; it ſhall 
© be your Defaults, if we make not this a Seſ- 
« fion before Chriſtmas, 

* But for the Pardon, ye crave ſuch Particulars 
© in it, as we muſt be well adviſed upon; left, 
© otherwiſe, we give you back the Double or Tre- 
* ble of what we are to receive by your entire Sub- 
« fidy, without Fifteenths. But the ordinary 
© Courſe we hold fitteſt to be uſed till in this Caſe, 
c is, that we ſhould of our free Grace ſend you 

| * down 
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An. 19. James l. qown a Pardon from the Higher Houſe, contain- 


1621. 


ing ſuch Points as we ſhall think fitteſt; wherein, 
* we hope, ye ſhall receive good Satisfaction. 

© But we cannot omit to ſhew you, how ſtrange 
* we think it, that ye ſhould make ſo bad and 
* unjuſt a Commentary upon ſome Words of our 
* former Letter, as if we meant to reſtrain you 
© thereby of your antient Privileges and Liberties 
* in Parliament. Truly, a Scholar would be a- 
© ſhamed ſo to miſplace and —_— any Sentences 
© in another Man's Bock. For whereas, in the 
* End of our former Letter, we diſcharged you 
© to meddle with Government and Myſteries of 
* State, namely, Matters of War or Peace, or 
+. our deareſt Son's Match with Spain; by which 
© particular Denominations we interpret and re- 
* ſtrain our former Words: And then, after, we 


. © forbid you to meddle with ſuch Things as have 


* their ordinary Courſe in Courts of Juſtice ; ye 
couple together thoſe two diſtin Sentences, 
© and plainly leave out theſe Words, Of Myſteries 
© of State; io as ye err, a bene Diviſis ad male 
* Conjuntta. For of the former Part, concerning 
< Myſteries of State, we plainly reſtrained our Mean - 
< ing to the Particulars that were after mentioned; 
and, in the latter, we confeſs we meant by it 
* Sir Edward Coke's fooliſh Buſineſs (p): And there- 
fore it had well become him, eſpecially being 
© our Servant, and one of our Council, to have 
© complained unto us; which he never did, though 
© he was ordinarily at Court fince, and never had 
© Acceſs refuſed unto him. 

* And although we cannot allow of the Stile, 
© calling it, Your antient and undoubted Right and 
© Inheritance; but could rather have wiſhed, that 
ye had ſaid, That your Privileges were derived 


from the Grace and Permiſſion of our Anceſtors 


and us; (for moſt of them grow from Prece- 

© dents, which ſhews rather a Toleration than In- 

© heritance) yet we are pleaſed to give you our 
© Royal 
fora and Goldſmyth, See Commons 

1 Vol. I, P. 651. & ſe * _ 
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* yourſelves within the Limits of your Duty, we 
© will be as careful to maintain and Preſerve your 
* lawful Liberties and Privileges, as ever any of 
our Predeceſlors were, nay, as to preſerve our 
* own Royal Prerogative. 9 as your Houſe ſhall 
* only have Need to beware to trench upon the 
© Prerogative of the Crown; which would en- 
© force us, or any juſt King, to retrench them of 
© their Privileges, that would pare his Prerogative 
© and Flowers of the Crown: But of this, we 
© hope, there ſhall never be Cauſe given.” 
Dated at Newmarket, Dec. 11, 1621, 


Ruſmworth writes, That the Lord Keeper Mil. The King adviſed 
to ſoften his An« 
wer, 


liams adviſed, © That the Harſhneſs of this Anſwer 
ſhould be mitigated with a Letter from the King 
to the Houſes (9): For, ſaid he, his Majeſty right- 
ly infers, That thoſe Privileges, which the claim 
to be their natural Birth-Rights, are but the Favours 
of former Kings : For where were the Commons be- 
fore Henry I. (r) gave them Authority to meet in Par- 
Lament ? Now the King's Aſſertion and their Claim 
may eaſily be reconciled, if Men were peaceably 
Co and affected the Diſpatch of common Bu- 
neſs.” 

* Theſe Privileges were, originally, the Favours 
of Princes ; neither doth his Majeſty go about to 
impair or diminiſh them ; therefore, if he would 
be pleaſed to qualify the Paſſage with ſome mild 
and noble Expreſſion, and require them ſtrictly to 
prepare Things for a Seſſion, and to leave theſe 
needleſs Diſputes, he ſhall make it appear to all 
wiſe and juſt Men, that thoſe Perſons are oppoſite 
to thoſe common Ends, whereof they vaunt them- 
ſelves the only Patrons. But, let his Majeſty do 


what 


(9) Collections, Vol. I. P. 53.——All this he has taken from a 
Letter to the Duke of Buckingham from the Lord Keeper Williams, 
printed in the Cabala. The Paſſages in the Talict Character are 
omitted by Ruſbwworth. 

(r) Sic, Orig. Bat it muſt be a Miſtake inſtead of Henry III. 
dee our firſt V P. G8. | | 


© Royal Aſſurance, that as long as you contain An, 19. James 1. 


1621, 
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what he pleaſes, he was afraid, alths" herein the Loyd 
Treafurer and others did differ from him, they did 
not affect a Seſſion, nor intended to give any Subſidy 
at all, at this Time, Would the King be pleaſed 
alſo to add in this Letter, That if they will not 
prepare Bills for a Seffion, he will break up the 
Parliament, without any longer Prorogation ; ac- 
quainting the Kingdom with their Undutifulneſs 
and Obſtinacy, and ſupply the preſent Wants by 
ſome other Means : Or elſe will he adjourn the 
preſent Aſſembly to the appointed eighth of Fe- 
bruary : This latter Courſe is fitter for farther Ad- 
vice; but the former to expreſs a juſt Indignation.” 
The Lord Keeper concludes his Letter thus: / dare 


adviſe nothing in fo high a Point; but humbly be- 


ſeech Almighty God to illuminate his Majefly's Un- 
derſtanding, to inſiſt upon that Courſe which ſhall be 
molt beboveful for the Advancement of his Service. 
In eur Houſe bis Majeſty's Servants are very firong, 
and increaſe every Day; nor is there the leaſi Fear 
of any malignant Oppoſition.” 

Mr ##://on tells us, That this Advice was in ſome 
Meaſure followed; and that the King, finding the 
Houſe of Commons had given over all Buſineſs, 
did write again to the Speaker and to Secretary 
Calvert, in order to take off the Edge of thoſe 
ſharp Expreſſions uſed in his late Anſwer. Bur, 
adds our Author, the Houſe found the King's Let- 
ters rather to entangle the Way, than leave a free 
Paſſage to their Liberties ; for that which was their 
Birth-Right, was now faid to be derived from his 
Anceſtors: And, as they judged the King would 
diſſolve the Parliament, they reſolved, continues 
he, whatſoever ſhould befall them, to leave ſome 
Prints and Footſteps of their Parliamentary Rights 
and Privileges, left them by their great Anceſtors :- 
That tho' they could not preſerve them entire, 
thoſe that ſhould ſucceed might, at leaſt, find ſome 
Relicts and Ruins of what they once had. 

What this Writer means, was a Proteſtation 
which the Commons entered into, in Vindication 
of their Parliamentary Rights and Privileges ; but, 

| as 
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as that Affair was their laſt Act, we ſhall reſerve it An. 19. James I. 


to the Concluſion ; and go back a little into the 
Proceedings of the Houſe of Lords at this Period. 


It may be aſked, What was become of Sir John panther Account 
Bennet's Affair, which was entered into with fo of Sir John Ben- 
much Warmth at the laſt Sitting of Parliament? ** s Affair. 


But we hear no more of it in this, than his making 
his Appearance to fave his Bail, and being ordered to 
attend from Day to Day; which proved ſo tedious 
that Sir Jahn petitioned the Houſe either to be 
tried, or diſcharged from ſo cloſe an Attendance, 
This was not complied with, and he was obliged 
to wait, without any Trial, till the 17th of Decem- 
der; on which Day it being ſignified to the Houſe, 
that Sir John Bennet was fo fick that he could 
not, without great Danger of his Life, make his 
perſonal Appearance, as was ſhewn by a Certificate 
from his Phyſician, Dr. Baskervile: It was agreed 
that the ſaid Sir John Bennet ſhould ſtand upon his 
Bail for his Appearance, but not to incur any Dan- 

er of Forfeiture for his Non- Appearance at this 

ime, by reaſon of his Indiſpoſition. 

Thereupon the Lord Keeper acquainted the 
Houſe, That many Petitions were exhibited, every 
Morning, againſt the ſaid Sir John Bennet, which 
were much called upon. It was agreed, * That, leſt 
the Juſtice and Care of this Houſe, to queſtion the 
ſaid Sir John Bennet for the ſame, may be doubted 
of, Notice ſhall be given to the Petitioners, that this 
Time was deſigned for greater Affairs, and too 
ſhort now to proceed againit him upon thoſe Com- 
plaints; but that the Lords did reſolve, at the next 
Acceſs, to proceed againſt him effectually.— As 
this next Meeting never came to pals, in this Reign, 
it is very probable, if Sir Fohn Bennet did not die 
of this Illneſs, that he got off his Trial and Cen- 
ſure by the Confuſion of the Times ; for his Bail 
would be diſcharged in courſe, at the Diſſolution 


of the Parliament (). 
Sir 


(rt) Sir Jobn Bennet obtained the King's Pardon, as appears in.a 
Letter of Lord Bacon 's to his Majeſty, ſome Time aſter this, when 
be was petitioning for his own, Cabal. P. 62. 


- — 
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An, — James I. Sir John Bouchjer, a Yorkſhire Knight, had preſent- 


1621, 


gainſt Sir — 
Bouchier for a- 
ſperſing the Lord 


ed a Petition to the Lords, on the 3d of December, 
complaining of ſome indirect Dealing in the Lord 
Keeper of the Great Seal, for not giving a ſuffici- ' 
ent Hearing to a Cauſe of his in Chancery, and re- 
fuſing to re- hear the fame. The Lords took this 
Petition into Conſideration, for ſeveral Days toge- 
ther; and, after examining ſeveral Witneſſes, pro 


Keeper Williams F con, came, at laſt, to this Reſolution on the 


His ©ubmiſhon, 


Queſtion, That the Lord Keeper was freed from 
any precipitate or haſty Hearing of Sir John Bou- 
chier's Cauſe, as was alledged in his Petition. And, 
on a ſecond Queſtion, it was agreed, That the ſaid 
Sir Jahn ſhould receive ſome Cenſure or Puniſh- 
ment for the ſame. | 

Accordingly, Dec. 12. the Sentence againſt Sir 
John Bouchier was affented to, viz. That he ſhould 
make an Acknowledgement, in their Houſe, and in 
Chancery, 4 his Fault ; and that he ſhould be im- 
priſoned. But the Lord Keeper ſaying, T hat the 
faid Sir ohm behaved himſelf well and temperately, 
at the hearing of his Cauſe in Chancery, and be- 
ſeeching their Lordſhips to remit the Acknowledge- 
ment of his Fault in that Court, and likewiſe his 
Impriſonment ; the Lords highly commended 
the Lord Keeper's Clemency, and remitted both. 
Then Sir John being brought to the Bar, and his 
Acknowledgement, ready drawn up, being deliver- 
ed to him, he, kneeling, ſaid, My Lords, in Obedi- 
ence to the Fudgment of this Houſe, I bumbly ſubmit 
myſelf; and then read the ſame in theſe Words: 


Whereas, by the Honourable Sentence of the Lords 
Spiritual and Tempera!, I fland convicted of a great 
Miſdemeanour, for taxing and laying an Imputation 
on the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of England; 1 
do, in all Humblen:ſs, acknowledge the Fare of 
that their Sentence, and alſo mine own Fault and Of- 
fence, and am heartily ſorry therefore; I dv, therefore, 
crave Pardon, both of your Liraſhips, in general, and 
of the Lord Keeper, in particular. 1 


Of ENGLAND. 511 


Then, being commanded to ſtand up, the Lord An. 19. James 1, 


Keeper told him, That, at his Requeſt, the Lords 
did remit the Acknowledgement to be made in 
Chancery, and alſo his Impriſonment: For which 
the ſaid Sir John Bouchier moſt humbly thanked 
their Lordſhips, and particularly the Lord Keeper. 
But, notwithſtanding the Mildneſs of this Sen- 
tence, for traducing the then principal Officer of 
State, this Man lived in the next Reign, not only 
to vote the Houle of Lords out of Doors, but alſo 
to embrue his Hands in his Sovereign's Blood. 
Dec. 14. Things being in the confuſed State, al- 
ready mentioned, between the King and the Houſe 
of Commons, and no Likelihood of a Supply ſrom 
that Quarter, a Motion was made in the Upper 
Houſe, by the Lord Dig, to put the Commons in 
Mind, That this Seſſion was called to provide a 
preſent Support for the Palatinate, as was delivered, 
by Meſſage from his Majeſty unto both Houſes, at 
the Beginning thereof.“ His Lordſhip likewiſe 
ſaid, That he had ſince received many Advertiſe- 
ments of the great and preſent Danger the Pala- 
tinate was then in; as well by the Army of the 
Duke of Bavaria, in purſuit of Count Mansfield, 
as alſo by the Army of that Count, who came for 
the Defence of the Palatinate, if he be not ſpeedily 
ſupplied with Means from hence to ſupport it: Be- 
cauſe that Country was not able to pay the Soldiers, 
nor to feed ſo great an Army; which muſt be in 
great Diſtreſs for want of ſuch Relief. That di- 
vers Terms of Peace had been offered the Count, 
very fair for himſelf ; yet he would not hearken to 
any, ſo long as he hoped to be relieved from En- 
gland, and might, in any reaſonable Time, be aſ- 
ſured thereof, Which Advertiſements of the Dan- 
ger and Hope of 'the Palatinate, his Lordſhip 
thought good, in Diſcharge of his Duty to the 
King, to acquaint their Lordſhips with, that they 


might take the ſame into their Conſideration.” The Lords pro- 
'The Lords having duly weighed the Matter, it poſe a Meeting 


was agreed, being firſt put to the Queſtion, — 


there ſhall be a Meeting with the Houſe of Com- 
mons 


1621, 


An. 19. James I. 
162 1. 


But are prevent - 
ed by the Diſſo- 
lution of the Par- 
hament, 
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mons concerning the Narration made by the Lord 
Digby. And it was alſo agreed, That, at the ſaid 
Meeting, the Lord Keeper ſhall firſt make an In- 
troduction, and the Lord Digby ſhall proceed in 
his Narration to the Commons. Then the Lord 
Digby deſired to be directed by the Houſe, or a 
Committee, in his Narration ; and it was ordered, 
That his Lordſhip ſhould put down the Heads there- 
of in Writing againſt the next Morning : At which 
Time it was again agreed, That it ſhould be deli- 
vered as a Narrative only. 

But no Meſſage for this Meeting was ever ſent 
to the Commons ; for, on the 18th Day of Decem- 
ber, his Royal Highneſs the Prince preſented a Com- 
miſſion, from the King, for the Adjournment of this 
Parliament to the 8th of February enſuing: And, 
5 — Day, by another Commiſſion, it was finally 
diſſolved. 


Thus did this Parliament continue almoſt a Vear, 
and ſat, altogether, between five and fix Months of 
it, without one ſingle Act being paſſed, except the 
Grant of two Subfidies in the firſt Seſſion of it; tho 
there were eiglity- one public and private Bills deliver- 
ed into the Houſe of Lords; as appears by a Cata- 
logue of their Titles at the End of the Journal of 
this Parliament. —A Thing unprecedented before, 
in all theſe Enquiries. What the Reaſons were 
for their Diflolution, appears plain enough, by the 
Heats and Animoſities in the Commons. — But 
we wave all Reflections, and ſhall leave the Times 
to ſpeak for themſelves. 


We took Notice before, that the Commons, ſore- 
ſeeing their Diſſolution, entered a Proteflation, in 


_ Vindication of their Parliamentary Rights and Pri- 


The Commons 
Vrofeſtation in 
Viadication of 
their Privileges. 


vileges.—It was expteſſed in the following Terms: 


HE Commons now ofſembled in Parliament, 
being jujily occaſioned thereunto concerning ſun- 
dry Liberties, Franchiſes, and Privileges of Parka- 


ment, amongſi ethers here mentioned, do make this 


Pro- 
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Proteſtation fol/owing, That the Liberties, Franchi- An, 19. James l. 
ſes, Privileges, and Furiſdittions of Parliament, 621. 

ere the antient and undoubted Birth-right and In- 

heritance of the Subject of England ; and that the 

arduous and urgent Aﬀairs concerning the King, 

State, and Defence of the Realm, and of the Church 

of England, and the Maintenance and Making of 

Laws, and Redreſi of Miſchiefs and Grievances 

which daily happen within this Realm, are proper 

Subjetis and Marier of Counſel and Debate in Par- 

liament ; and that in the handling and proceeding of 

thoſe Buſineſſes, every Member of the Houſe of Par- 

liament hath, and, of Right, ought to have Freedom 

of Speech, to propound, treat, reaſon, and bring to 

Concluſion the ſame : And that the Commons in Par- 

lament have like Liberty and Freedom to treat of 

theſe Matters in fuch Order, as in their Fudgments 

ſhall ſeem fitte/i: And that every Member of the ſaid 

Houſe hath like Freedom from all Impeachment, Im- 

priſanment, and Moleſtation (other than by Cenſure of | 
the Houſe itſelf) for ar concerning any ſpeaking, rea- , 
ſaning, or declaring any Matter or Matters touching i 
the Parliament, or Parliament- Buſineſs : And that if 
any of the ſaid Members be complained of, and queſtions 
ed for any Thing done or ſaid in Parliament, the ſame 
is to be ſhewed to the King by the Advice and Ag 
ent of all the Commons aſſembled in Parliament, 
befare the King give Credence to any private Infor- 
Nation. 


This Protęſtation was made and recorded in which the Kiog 
the Tournal-Book of the Commons, December the firikes out of the 
18th, the Day of Adjournment. But how the Journal, with us 
King took it, will beſt appear, by his ſending *"" 
for the Jaurnai-· Boot of the Commons, in Coun- 
eil, and ſtriking out this Proteſtation with his own 
Hand (u); and by the following Memorial, which 
ry publiſhed ſoon after, as is ſeen by the Date 
of it. 

Vol. V. K k White- 


(«) It appears by the printed Journals that it is either erazcd or 
tem out, 


\ 
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A Memorial 
thereof ordered“ 
to be entred in 
the Council. | 


Books. l 


R eee e, . . a.Þ 


Whitehall, December 30, 1621. 


I'S Moſt Excellent Majeſty coming this 
Day to the Council, the Prince his High- 
nels, and all the Lords and others of his Majeſty's 


Privy-Council firting about him, and all the 


Judges then in London, which were fix in Num- 
ber, there attending upon his Majeſty ; the Clerk 
of the Commons Houſe of Parliament was cal- 
led for, and commanded to. produce his Journal- 
Boot, wherein was noted, and Entries made of 
moſt Paſiages that were in the Commons Houſe 
of Parliament; and amongſt other Things there 


was written down the Form of a Proteſtation 


concerning ſundry Liberties, Privileges, and 
Franchiies-of Parliament; with which Form of 
Protęſtat on his Majeſty was juſtly ' offended. 
Nevertheleſs his Majeſty, in a moft gracious 


Manner, there expreſſed, That he never meant 


to deny that Houſe of Commons any lawful 
Privileges that ever they had enjoyed; but what- 
ſoever Privileges or Liberties they had by any 
Law-or Statute, the ſame ſhould be inviolably 
preſerved unto them; and whatſoever Privileges 
they enjoyed by Cuſtom, or uncontroulled and 
lawful-Precedent, his Majeſty would be careful - 
to preſerve. But this Prote/tation of the Com- 
mons Houſe, ſo contrived and Carried as it was, 
his Majeſty thought fit to be razed out of all 
Memorials, and utterly to be annihilated ; both 
in reſpect of the Manner by which it was gain- 
ed, and the Matter therein contained. For the 
Manner of getting it, firſt, in reſpect of the 
Time: Fot after ſuch Time as his Majeſty, out 
of his princely Grace, and to take away all Mi- 
ſtakings, had directed his Letters to Secretary 
Calvert, dated at Roy/fon, 16 Decembris, and 
therein had fo explained himſelf, in the Point of 
maintaining the Privileges of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, as that moſt of the ſaid Houſe reſted ful- 
ly ſatished, and freed from any Scruple of having 
their Liberties impeached: And after that, <4 

| % 6 18 
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* his Majeſty's Letters, directed to the Speaker, An. 19. James I. 
* dated 18 December, being Tueſday, his Majeſty, 1621. 
at the humble Suit of the Houſe of Commons, 
© condeſcended to make this Meeting a Seſſion be- 
fore Chriſtmas, and for that Purpoſe had aſſign- 
© ed Saturday following: Now, upon this very 
* Tueſday, and while. the Meſſengers from the 
* Houſe of Commons were with his Majeſty at 
* Theobalds, to return Thanks unto his Majeſty, 
and therewith an Excuſe from them not to make 
© it a Seſſion, in reſpect of the Strait of Time 
* whereunto they were driven; which Deferment 
© his Majeſty admitted of at their Defires, and 
* thereupon gave Order for the Adjournment of 
© the Parliament until the 8th of February next, 
* which.was the firſt Day formerly appointed by 
© his Majeſty for the meeting together of the Par- 
© liament: And whilſt their Meflengers were with 
bis Majeſty, and had received a gracious Anſwer 
to return unto their Houſe; even that Afternoon, 
© a Committee was procured to be made for taking 
© their Liberties into Conſideration : And this Af- 
© ternoon a Proteſtation was made (to whom, ap- 
« pears not) concerning their Liberties ; and at fix 
© o'clock at Night, by Candle-Light, the ſame 
Protęſlation was brought into the Houſe by the 
Committee; and at that Time of Night it was 
© called upon to be put to the Queſtion, there not 
© being the third Patt of the Houſe then preſent 
© whereas in all Matters of Weight, their uſual 
* Cuſtom is, to put nothing of Importance to the 
© Queſtion, till the Houſe be full: And at this 
Time many of them that were preſent, expeCt- 
© ed the Queſtion would have been deferred to 
another Day, and a fuller Houſe; and ſome then 
© preſent ſtood up to have ſpoken to it, but could 
© not be ſeen or heard in that Darkneſs and Con- 
© faffton. Now for the Matter of the Prote/lation, 
< it is penned in ſuch ambiguous and general Words, 
as may ſerve for future Times io invade moſt 
© of the Rights and Prerogatives annexed to the 
Imperial Crown the Claim of ſome Privileges 
K k 2 being 
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© being grounded upon the Words of the Writ for 
« aſſembling the Parliament, wherein ſome Words, 
6 viz. Arduis Regni, are cunningly mentioned; but 
© the Word guibuſdam, which reſtraineth the Ge- 
< nerality to ſuch particular Caſes, as his Majeſty 
« pleaſeth to conſult with them upon, is purpoſely 


- © omitted. 


And a Proclama- 
tion iſſued ſetting 
forth the King's 
Reaſons for diſ- 
ſolving the Par- 
lament. 


© Theſe Things conſidered, his Majeſty did, this 
© prefent Day, in full Aſſembly of bis Council, 
and in the Preſence of the Judges, declare the 
fad Proteſtation to be invalid, annulled, void, and 
of no Effect: And did further, Manu jud pro- 
« prid, take the ſaid Protetation out of the Jour- 
© nal Book of the Clerk of the Commons Houſe 
of Parliament; and commanded an Act of Coun- 
© cil to be made thereupon, and this Act to be en- 
« tered in the Regiſter of Council-Cauſes.” 


Before the Time that the Parliament was ad- 
journed to(viz. February the 8th) the King thought 
proper io publiſh a Proclamation for the Diſſolu- 
tion of it; with his Reaſons for ſo doing. Rufh- 
worth hath only given us a ſhort Abſtra of this 
Act of State: A very great Omiſſion in a Collector 
of ſuch Materials for a juſt Hiſtory of thoſe Times. 
However, as we have found this Inſtrument, at 
length, in another Colleclian of public Atts (x), we 
ſhall, to avoid the like Imputation, inſert it in its 
own Words and Dreſs. 


A PRocLaMATION for diſſolving this preſent 


PARLIAMENT, 
* A LBEIT the Aſſembling, Continuing, and 
. Diffolving of Parliaments be a Preroga- 


© tive ſo peculiarly belonging to our Imperial 
Crown, and the Times and Seaſons thereof ſo 
© abſolutely in our own Power, that we need not 
give Account thereof unto any; yet, according to 
© our continual Cuſtom, to make our good Subjects 
© acquainted with the Reaſons of all our public 
© Reſolutions and Actions; we have thought it 

5 ex- 

(] Rymer's Fade, Vol, XVII. P. 344. 
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leaſure and Reſolution therein, grounded upon 


© mature Deliberation, with the Advice and uni- 
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form Conſent of our whole Privy-Council, but 
therewith alſo, to note ſome ſpecial Proceedings 
moving us to this Reſolution; and that chiefly to 
this End, that as God ſo the World may wit- 
neſs with us that it was our Intent to have made 
this the happieſt Parliament that ever was in our 
Time; and that the Lett and Impediment thereof 
being diſcerned, all Miſunderſtandings and Jea- 
louſies might be removed; and all our People 
may know and believe that we are as far from 
imputing any of thoſe ill Accidents, that have 
happened in Ri to any Want or Neglect 
of Duty or good Affection towards us by them 
in general, or ** the greater or better Number 
of Parliament-Men ; as we are confident, the 
true Cauſes diſcovered, they will be far from im- 
puting it to any Default in us, there having in 
the Beginning of this late Aſſembly paſſed greater 
and more infallible Tokens of Love and Duty 
from our Subjects to us their Sovereign, and 
more remarkable Teſtimonies from us of our 
princely Care and Zeal of their Wellfare, than 
have been in any Parliament met in any former 
Age. 

. This Parliament was by us called, as for ma- 
king good and profitable Laws, ſo more eſpecial- 
ly in this Time of miſerable Diſtraction through- 
out Chriſtend:m, for the better ſettling of Peace 
and Religion, and reſtoring our Children to their 
antient and lawful Patrimony ; which we at- 
tempted to procure by peaceable Treaty, at our 
own exceſſive Charge, thereby to ſave and pre- 
vent the Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood, the miſe- 
rable Effect of War and Diſſenſion; yet, with 


full Purpoſe, if that ſucceeded not, to recover it 


by the Sword, and, therefore, as a neceflary 

Means conducing to thoſe Ends, the Supply of 

our T reaſureg was to be provided for. | 
Kk3 This 
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© This Parliament beginning in January laſt, 
proceeded ſome Months with ſuch Harmony be- 
tween us and our People as cannot be parallelled 
by any former Time; for as the Houſe of Com- 
mons at the firſt, both in the Manner of their 
Supply and otherwiſe, ſhewed greater Love and 
more Reſpect than ever any Houſe of Com- 
mons did to us, or, as we think, to any King 
before us; ſo we upon all their Complaints have 
afforded them ſuch memorable and rare Examples 
of Juſtice as many Ages paſt cannot ſhew the 
like; wherein, that we preferred the Weal of our 
People before all particular Reſpects, the Things 
themſelves do ſufficiently prove, our Juſtice be- 
ing extended not only to Perſons of ordinary 
Rank and Quality, but, even to the prime Offi- 
cer of our Kingdom; and, although, aſter their 
firſt Receſs, at Eaſter, we found that they miſ- 
pent a great deal of Time, rather upon the en- 
larging of the Limits of their Liberties, and di- 
vers other curious and unprofitable Things, than 
upon the framing and proponing of good and 
profitable Laws; yet, we gave them Time and 
Scope for their Parliamentary Proceedings, and 
prolonged the Seſſion to an unuſual Length, con- 
tinuing it until the 28th Day of Aar, beſore we 
fignified our Purpoſe for their Receſs; and then 
we declared that we would make a Receſs on the 
4th Day of June next following, but only for a 
Time, and in ſuch Manner as might be witltout 
Diſturbance to any of the Buſineſſes in Hand; 


©expreflirig out of our Grace, though we needed 
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not, the Cauſes of that our Purpoſe, which 
were the Seaſon of the Year, uſually hot and 
unfit for great Aſſemblies; our Progreſs approach- 
ing; the Neceſſity we had to make ule of our 
Council attending in borh Houſes, both to ſettle 
our weighty Affairs of State before we went, 
and to attend us when we went our Progreſs ; 
the di>furn ſhing our ordinary Courts of Juſtice 
ſo many Terms together; the long Abſence ot 


Juſtices of Peace and Deputy- Lieutenants, whoſe 


* Prelence 


© Preſence was needful for making and returning ,,, , 
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of Muſters, and for ſubordinate Government of 
the Country: And therefore we appointed to 
adjourn the Parliament on the 4th Day of June, 
giving that Warning longer than uſual, that they 
might ſet in order their Buſineſs, and prepare 
their Grievances, which we promiſed both to 
hear and anſwer before that Receſs; for pre- 
ſenting whereof we appointed them a Time. 
This Meflage, graciouſly intended by us, was 
not ſo well entertained by ſome, who in a ſhort 
Time diſperſed and ſpread their Jealouſies unto 
others, and thereby occaſioned Diſcontentment 
in the Houſe, for being adjourned without paſ- 
ſing of Bills; yet made not their Addreſs to us 
as was meet, but defired a Conference with the 
Lords, and at that Conference the 29th Day of 
May, under colour of deftring to petition us for 
ſome further Time to perſect and paſs ſome ſpe- 
cial Bills, were imboldened not, only to diſpute, 
but to refel all the Reaſons that we had given for 
the Adjournment ; which being made known un- 
to us, we again fignified our Pleaſure to both 
Houſes, that on the 4th Day of June the Par- 
lament ſhould riſe, but we would then give our 
Royal Aﬀent to ſuch Bills as were or ſhould be 
ready and fit to be then paſſed, continuing all 
other Buſineſſes in the State they were, by a ſpe- 
cial Act to be framed for that Purpoſe. 

© The Lards with all Duty and Reſpect ſub- 
mitted to our Reſolution, paſſed the Act, and 
ſent it with ſpecial Recommendation to the Houſe 
of Commons; but they neither read it nor pro- 
ceeded with Buſineſs, but forgetting that the 
Time was ours and not theirs, continued their 
Diſcontent, as they pretended, for being ſo ſoon 
diſmiſſed. 

We, though it were ſtrange to obſerve ſuch 
Averſeneſs for our reſolving, upon ſuch weighty 
Reaſons, that wherein we needed not be mea- 
ſured by any other Rule but our own princely 
Will, yet were contented to deſcend from our 


* Right, 


* I. 
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Right, to alter our Reſolution, and to continue 
the Seſſion for a Forthnight more, wherein they 
might perfect ſuch public Bills as were eſteemed 
of moſt Importance; for which Purpoſe, we our- 
ſelf came in Perſon unto the Higher Houſe of 
Parliament, and made Offer thereof unto them; 
which being, in effect, as much as the Commons 
had formerly deſired, was no ſooner offered, but 
yielding Thanks to us, the ſaid Commons re- 
ſolved, the ſame Day, directly contrary to their 
former Deſire, to refuſe it, and to accept our firſt 
Reſolution of an Adjournment, but attending 
us at Greenwich preſented no (Grievances. | 
This Inconſtancy as we paſſed it by with a 
gentle Admonition, ſo, for the Matter of Grie- 
vance*, as well of England as Ireland, we pro- 
miſed to take them into our own Care, though 
not preſented to us, and really performed the 
ſame ſo far as the Time and the Advice of our 
Council of each Kingdom could enable us; as is 
witneſſed by our ſevexal Proclamations publiſhed 
in both Realms, as, likewiſe, in granting, at 
the ſame Time, tboſe three Suits which were 
propounded unto us by the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, at the Requeſt and in the Name of both 
the Houſes; but, in concluſion, the Houſe of 
Commons making it their Choice, we made a 
Receſs by Adjournment of the Parliament the 
4th Day of June; though, indeed, we muſt do 
them this Right, that at the ſaid Receſs, taking 
into. their ſerious Conſideration the preſent Eſtate 
of our Children abroad and the general afflicted 
Eſtate of the true Profeſſors of Religion in fo- 
reign Parts, they did, with one unanimous Con- 
ſent, in the Name of themſelves and the whole 
Body of the Kingdom, make a moſt dutiful and 
ſolemn Proteſtation, That if our pious Endea- 
vours, by Treaty, to procure their Peace and 
Safety, ſhouid not take that good Effect which 
was defired in the Treaty, whereof they hum- 
bly beſought us not to ſuffer any long Delay ; 
then, upon Signification of our Pleaſure in Par- 
: © liamenits 
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© liament, they would be ready to the uttermoſt An. 19. JamesI. 


of their Powets both with Lives and Fortunes 
© to aſſiſt us, ſo as that, by the Divine Help of 
' © Almighty God, we might be able to do that by 
* our Sword which by peaceable Courſes ſhould 
© not be effected. 

* But during the Time of this long Receſs, 
© having to our great Charges mediated with the 
Emperor by the Means of our Embaſſador, the 
Lord Digby, and having found thoſe Hopes to 
fail which we had to prevail by Treaty; we in 
Confidence of the Aſſiſtance of our People, thus 
© freely promiſed and proteſted in Parliament, did 
8 inftantly ſhorten the Time of the Receſs, which 
© we had hefore appointed to continue until the 
© 8th Day of February, and did re- aſſemble our 
© Parliament the 2oth Day of November laſt, and 
© made known unto them the true State and Ne- 
* ceſlity of our Childrens Affairs; declaring our 
© Reſolution unto them of taking upon us the De- 
© fence of our Childrens Patrimony by way of 
Arms, ſince we could not compaſs it by an ami- 
© cable Treaty, and therefore expected the Fruit of 
© that their Declaration, whereby we were invited 
© unto this Courſe. 

© Wherein, howbeit we are all well ſatisfied of 
* the Inclination of moſt Part of our Houſe 
of Commons, teſtified by their ready Aſſent to 
© the ſpeedy Payment of a Subſidy newly to be 
© granted; yet, upon this Occaſion, ſome particu- 
© lar Members of that Houſe took ſuch inordinate 
Liberty, not only to treat of our High Preroga- 
© tives, and of ſundry Things, that, without our 
< ſpecial Direction, were no fit Subjects to be 
© treated of in Parliament ; but, alſo, to ſpeak 
with leſs Reſpect of foreign Princes, our Allies, 
than was fit for any Subject to do of any anoin- 
ted King, tho” in Enmity and Hoſtility with us. 
And when, upon this Occaſion, we uſed ſome 
© Reprehenfion touching thoſe Miſcarriages, requi- 
ring them not to proceed but in ſuch Things as were 
$ within the Capacity of that Houſe according to the 

© Can» 
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© continual Cuftom of our predeceſſors; then, 
by the Means of ſome evil-· affected and diſcon- 
tented Perſons, ſuch Heat and Diſtemper was 
rais d in the Houſe, that, albeit themſelves had 
ſued unto us for a Seſſion, and for a general Par- 
don. unto both which, at their earneſt Suit, we 
aſſented; yet, after this Fire kindled, they rejec- 
ted both, and ſetting apart all Buſineſſes of Con- 
ſequence and Weight, notwithſtanding our Ad- 
monition and earneſt preſſing them to go for- 
ward, they either ſat as filent, or ſpent the Time 
in diſputing of Privileges, deſcanting upon the 

Words and Syllables of our Letters and Meſla- 
ges; Which for better clearing of Truth, and Sa- 
tisfaction of all Men, we are about to publiſh 
in Print ſo ſoon as poſſible we can: And, al- 
though, in our Anſwer to their Petition, we gave 
them full Aſſurance that we would be as careful 
of the Preſervation of their Privileges as of our 
own Royal Prerogative, and in our Explanation 
after ſent unto them by our Letters written to 
our Secretary, we told them that we never meant 
to deny them any lawful Privileges that ever that 
Houſe enjoyed in our Predeceſſors TT imes, and 
that whatſoever Privileges or Liberties they en- 
* joyed by any Law or Statute ſhould ever be in- 
© violably preſerved by us, and we hoped our Po- 
© fterity. would imitate our Fcotſteps therein; and 
* whatſoever Privileges they enjoyed by long Cu- 
© ſtom, and uncontroulled and lawful Precedents, 
© we would likewiſe be as careful to preſerve them, 
© and tranſmit the Care thereof to our Pofterity ; 
<.confeſling ourſelves, in Juſtice, to be bound to 
© maintain them in their Rights, and, in Grace, 
© that we were rather minded to increaſe than in- 
fringe any of them, if they ſhould ſo deſerve at 
* our Hands; which might ſatisfy any reaſonable 
Man that we were far from violating their Pri- 
© vileges. 

And altho', by our Letters, written to their 
© Speaker, we adviſed them to proceed and make 
this a Seſſion, to the end our good and ** 

ab- 
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© Subjects might have ſome Taſte, as well of our Ad. 19. James l. 


Grace and Goodneſs towards them by our free 
Pardon and good Laws to be paſſed, as they had 
both by the great and unuſual Examples of Juſtice 
ſince our Meeting, and the ſo many Eaſes and 
Comforts given unto them by Proclamation 
and altho' we had given Order for the Pardon to 
go on, and that in a more gracious and liberal 
Manner than had paſſed in many Years before; 
and ſignified our Willingneſs, that, rather than 
Time ſhould be miſpent, they might lay aſide 
the Thought of the Subſidy, and go on with an 
Act for Continuance of Statutes, and the general 
Pardon: Yet all this prevailed not to ſatisfy them, 
either for their pretended Privileges, or to per- 
ſuade them to proceed with Bills for the Good of 
themſelves, and thoſe that ſent them. But as the 
Seſſion and Pardon were by them well defired at 
firſt, ſo were they as ill rejected at the laſt ; and, 
notwithſtanding the Sincerity of our Proteſta- 
tions not to invade their Privileges, yet, by Per- 
ſuafion of ſuch as had been the Cauſe of all theſe 
Diſtempers, they fall to carve for themſelves; 
and pretending, cauſeleſly, to be occaſioned there- 
unto, in an unſeaſonable Hour of the Day, and 
a very thin Houſe, contrary to their own Cuſtoms 
in all Matters of Weight, conclude and enter a 
Proteſtation for their Liberties, in ſuch ambigu- 
ous and general Words, as might ſerve for future 
Times to invade moſt of our inſeparable Rights 
and Prerogatives annexed to our Imperial Crown; 


 Whereof, not only in the Times of other our 


Progenitors, but in the bleſſed Reign of our late 
Predeceſſor, that renown'd Queen Elizabeth, we 
found our Crown actually poſſeſſed ; an Uſurpa- 
tion that the Majeſty of a King can by no Means 
endure. 


* By all which may appear, that, howſoever in 


the general Proceedings of that Houſe, there are 
many Footſteps of loving and well- affected Duty 


towards us, yet ſome z/l-tempered Spirits have 


« 


ſowed Tarcs among the Corn, and thereby fruy 
| © ftrated 
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1621. 


© veſt, which might have multiplied the Wealth 
© and Welfare of this whole Land; and, by their 
© cunning Diverſions, have impoſed upon us a Ne- 
« ceſſity of diſcontinuing this preſent Parliament, 
* without putting unto it the Name or Period of 
© a Sefhon. 
And therefore, whereas the ſaid Aſſembly of 
© Parliament was, by our Commiſſion, adjourned 
< untill the eighth Day of February now next en- 
* ſuing, we minding not to continue the ſame any 
longer; and therefore not holding it fit to cauſe 
the Prelates, Noblemen, and States, of this our 
Realm, or the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes 
© of the ſame Parliament to travel thereabout ; 
have thought fit to fignify this our Reſolution, 
with the Reaſons thereof, unto all our Subjects, 
inhabiting in all Parts of this Realm ; willing and 
requiring the faid Prelates, Noblemen, and States, 
and alſo the ſaid Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 
geſſes, and all others to whom, in this Caſe, it 
© ſhall appertain, that they forbear to attend at the 
Day and Place prefix'd by the ſaid Adjournment ; 
© and in ſo doing they are and ſhall be diſcharged' 
© thereof againſt us : And we do hereby further de- 
© clare, that the ſaid Convention of Parliament 
© neither is, nor, after the ceaſing and breaking 
© thereof, ſhall be, nor ought to be eſteemed, ad- 
© judged, or taken to be, or make any Seſſion of 
« Parliament. 
© And albeit we are at this Time enforced to 
© break off this Convention of Parliament, yet 
© our Will and Deſire is, that all our Subjects ſhould 
© take Notice, for avoiding of all ſiniſter Suſpicions 
and Jealouſies, that our Intent and full Reſolu- 
© tion is to govern our People in the ſame Man- 
< ner as our Progenitors and Predeceſſors, Kings 
© and Queens of this Realm, of beſt Government, 
© have heretofore done; and that we ſhall be care- 
© ful, both in our own Perſon, and by charging 
© our Privy Council, our Judges, and other our 
© Miniſters, in their ſeveral Places reſpectively, "ny 
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© diſtribute true Juſtice and Right unto all our 
People; and that we ſhall be as glad to lay hold 
of the firſt Occaſion, in due and convenient 
© Time, which we hope ſhall not be long, to call 
and aſſemble our Parliament, with Confidence 
of the true and hearty Love and Affection of 
© our Subjects, as either we, or any of our Proge- 
© nitors have at any Time heretofore. Given at 
© our Palace of Veſimiuſter, the ſixth Day of Ja- 


© mary, 1621, Per ipſum Regem. 


The ill-temper'd Spirits the King mentions 


An, 19. James I, 
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in this Proclamation, were ſeveral leading Mem- Several Members 
bers of the Houſe of Commons; amongſt panne 


whom, we are told, Sir Edward Coke and Sir Ro- 
bert Philips (y), were committed to the Tower ; 
Mr Salden, Mr Pym, and Mr Mallory, to other 
Priſons and Confinements. Orders were given for 
ſealing up the Locks and Doors of Sir Edward 
. Coke's Chambers, in London, and in the Temple, and 
for the ſeizing his Papers. And the Council, de- 
bating about the general Pardon that ſhould have 
paſſed this laſt Parliament, had conſidered about 
the Ways of excluding him from that Benefit, ei- 
ther by preferring a Bill againſt him, before the 
Publication of the Pardon, or, by exempting this 
eminent Lawyer, by Name; for which, they ſaid, 
they had Precedents. 

Likewiſe Sir Dudley Diggs, Sir Thomas Crew, 
Sir Nathaniel Rich, and Sir James Perrot, as a 
lighter Puniſhment, were ſent into Feland, joined 
in Commiſſion with others, under the Great Seal 


Others preferred 
out ef the Way. 


of England, for enquiring into ſundry Matters con- 


cerning his Majeſty's Service, as well in the Go- 
vernment Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, as in Point of 
the King's Revenues, and otherwiſe, within that 

Kingdom (z). 
Sir Peter Hayman, of Kent, was ſent into the 
Palatinate ; and, not long after this, Sir Jahm Sa- 
vile, 


G Chairman of the Committee for the Lord Chancellor Bacea's 
ir. See before, P. 350 


(s) Ruſbwworth, Vol. I. P, 55» 
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An. 19. James I. Vile, Knight of the Shire for the County of Yor#, who 


61. 


carried all that Country at a Beck, and a powerful 
Man in the Houſe of Commons, was taken off by 
the King, made Comptroller of his Houſhold, a 
Privy Counſellor, and, not long after, a Baron (a). — 
A new Way, probably, in thoſe Days, but very 
common in our own. 

Cambden, in the Annals of his own Times (6), 
mentions likewiſe the Impriſonment of Sir Edwin 
Sandys, a Member of Parliament, whilſt that Houſe 
was fitting. This occafioned great Reſentment in 
the Commons; which was not to be pacified, tho” 
Secretary Calvert declared, on the 28th of Novem- 
ber, That Sir £dwin's Impriſonment was not for 
any Thing done in Parliament: For the Houſe 
was not ſatisfied with this, but ſent two of their 
Members to the Priſoner to inquire the Truth of 
it (c). This is confirmed by the Authority of the 

ournals, tho* neither Hilſon nor Ruſhworth take any 
otice of ſo extraordinary an Affair. But how 


it was reſented by the King, appears by the parti- 


cular Notice taken of it in his Letter to the Com- 
mons.— The Affair of the Recuſants alſo, adds our 
Annaliſt, occaſioned another Diſturbance in the 
Houſe ;; and it was ordained that they ſhould pay 
double Subſidies, like Fore gners; foraſmuch as they 
ſhewed themſelves to be Aliens from the eſtabliſn- 
ed Religion, and devoted to the Pope. 


It is certain that this King's pacific Temper, 
whatever Ground it. was built upon, occaſioned 


the Loſs of the Palatinate; and laid the Foundation 


of greater Evils at home. Indeed the unhappy 
Quarrel between him and the Houſe of Commons, 
prevented any Supplies being granted, at a Time 
when they were moſt immediately wanted. 


King's 
(a) It appears by the Commons Forrralt, thit all the Members, 
here mention'd, had particularly diſtinguiſh'd themſelves in Oppo- 
ſition to the Spaniſh Match, Ec. 
65) Printed in Kenner, Vol. II. P. 658. 


c) Sir Peter Hayman and Mr. Mallory. - | 
(e) J ee Vol. I. P. 654. 
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King's Diſguſt at the Commons is imputed to the An, 19. James I. 
ſubtle Machinations of Gondomar, the Spaniſh Am- 1621. 
baſſador; who, it is ſaid, influenced the greateſt 

Part of the Privy Council. —— The Miniſtry being 
prevented in the Supply, went upon other. Ways 

and Means to raiſe Forces without it ; which ſhews 

that the King was, ſeemingly, in earneſt about 

the Matter. The Privy Council appointed the 

Keeper of the Records in the Tower, to ſearch for 

all ſuch Evidences, concerning the Levies of Men 

at the public Charge of the Country, from the 

Reign of King Edward III. to the preſent Time. 

Letters were alſo direCted to the Juſtices of the 

Courts at We/iminſler, and to the Barons of the 
Exchequer, of the Tenor following: 


HAT Endeawurs his Majefly hath uſed by Letters iſſued by 
Treaty, -and by all fair and amicable Ways tothe Privy-Coun- 
recover the Patrimony of his Children in Germany, — X 
now, for the moſt part, with-holden from them by g 
Force, is not unlnotun to all his loving Subjects, ſince 

his Majeſiy was pleaſed to communicatè to them in 

Parliament his whole Praceedings in that Buſineſs : 

Of which Treaty, being of late fruſtrate, he was 
enforced to take other Rejolutions ; namely, to recover 

that by the Sword, which, by other Means, he ſaw 

no Likelihood to compaſs : For which Purpoſe it was 

expected by his Majeſty, that his People in Parliament 

would, in a Cauſe fo nearly concerning him and his 

Childrens Intereſt, have cheorfully contributed there- 

unto. But the ſame unfortunately failing, bis Ma- 

Jeſty is conſtrained, in a Caſe of ſo great Neceſſity, to 

try the dutiful Affections of his laving Subjects in ano- 

ther Way, as h.s Predecęſſors have done in former 

'Times, by propounding unto them a voluntary Contri- 

bution : And therefore, gs yourſelves have already 

given a liberal and worthy Example, which his Ma- 

Je/ty doth take in very gracious Part, ſs his Pleaſure is, 

and we do accordingly hereby authorize and require 

your Lordſbips, as well to countenance and aſſiſi the 

Service by your beſt Means, in your next Circuits, in 

the ſeveral Counties where you hold General Aſſizes ;\ 
as 


— — - 


528 The Parliamentary HisTORY 


An. 29. James 1, 45 alſo now preſently, with all convenient Expedition, 
1621! ts call before you all the Officers and Attorneys belong- 
ing to any his Majeſty's Courts of Fuſtice, and alſo 
| all fuch others of the Houſes and Societies of Court, 
| or that otherwiſe haue Dependance upon the Law, as 
| are meet to be treated withall in this Kind, and bave 
| not already contributed ; and to move them to join wil- 
I lingly in this Contribution, ow good Meaſure an- 
fiverable to that yourſelves and others have done before 
us, according to their Means and Fortunes: Wherein 
his Majeſly doubteth not, but (beſide the Intereft of his 
Children, and his own Crown and Dignity,) the Re- 
ligion profeſſed by his Majefty, and happily flouriſhing 
under bim within this Kingdom, having a great Part 
in the Succeſs of this Buſineſs, will be a ſpecial Mo- 
tive to incite and perſuade them thercunto. Neverthe- 
lefs, if any Perſon ſhall, out of Obſlinacy or Diſaſec- 
tion, refuſe to contribute herein, proportionably to their g 
Eſtates and Means, you are to certify their Names 
unto-this Beard. , 
And. fo, recommending this Service to your beſt Care 
and Endeavour, and praying you to return unto us 
Nites of the Names of ſuch as fhall contribute, and 
of the Sums offered by them, we bid, &c. 


© Letters to the ſame Effect were directed to the 
| High Sheriffs and Juſtices of the Peace of the ſe- 
| veral Counties; and to the Mayors and Bailiffs of 
| every City and Town- Corporate within the King- 
| dom,- requiring them to ſummon all of known 
Abilities within their Juriſdictions, and to move 
them to a chearful Contribution, according to their 
Means and Fortunes, in ſome good Meafure an- 
ſwerable to what others well - affected had done be- 
fore them. Alſo to make Choice of fit Collec- 
tors of the Monies, and to return a Schedule of 
the Names of ſuch as ſhall contribute, and the Sums - 
that are oflered by them ; that his Majefty may 
take Notice of the good Inclinations of his Subjects 
to a Cauſe of ſuch Importance; as likewiſe of ſuch 
others, if any ſuch there be, as, out of Obſtinacy or 


Diſaffection, ſhall refuſe to contribute. % 
: [ 
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We cannot find, by any Hiſtorian, what Suc- An. rg. James 2, 
ceſs this Project met with; and therefore we con- 1621. 
clude it had no Effet: So the King was re- 
duced to go on in his old beaten Path of Solicita- 
tions and T reaties, notwithſtanding the bad Succeſs 
of his former Mediations. 

About this Time a Proclamation was publiſhed ,,,, Proclams. 
by the King, requiring all his Subjects to bring their tion relating to 
Complaints of public Grievances, to a ſelect Num- Grizvances, 
ber of Lords, who were to fit, at Vhiteball, once 
a Week for that Purpoſe, in order to have them 
redreſs d afterwards by the King and Council (a). 


The two ſucceeding Years were almoſt wholly Anno 16:4. 
taken up in carrying on the Spaniſb Match, and the 
Prince's Journey into Spain to effect it. Our larger 
Hiſtorians are copious enough in the Recital of all 
this Pageantry, as the Conſequence evidently ſhew'd 
it to be. But all the Spaniſh Chicanery, in the Affair, 
being ſound out, King James turned the Tables 
upon them, juſt at a Time when the Spaniard 
ſeemed to be in earneſt, and the Lady was left in 
the Lurch, in a Manner that Court juſtly deſerved. 
The Prince and Buckingham being both return'd Ana 2623. 
to England from their fruitleſs Expedition, and ma- 
ny Exigencies of State requiring it ; the King was 
adviſed to call a new Parliament, notwithſtanding The Kingadvis's 
his diſagreeable parting with the laſt, Ruſbtvorth to calla new Par- 
writes (e), That ſome of his more faithfut Coun- 
ſellors had repreſented to him the Diſguſt the People 
had taken, becauſe the Subſidies, granted in the two 
laſt Parliaments, had no Retribution, as uſual, by 
any Act of Grace: That ſome of their Burgeſſes 
were proceeded againſt, after the Parliament was 
diflolved ; and that when they had fatisfied the 
King's Demands, he would, nevertheleſs, proceed 
to the Concluſion of the Spaniſb Match * This laſt 
Affair muſt-have been a great Stumbling-Bloek in 
the People's Way : Many Men, then alive, well 
Vol. V. LI re 


(4d) Rymer's Public Acts, Tom. XVII. P. 452. 

(e) Collections, Vol. I. P. 1715 Taken from a Letter wrote to the 
King by the Earl of Carliſie, dated February 14, 1623, in the Ca- | 
Gala, P. 197. though not ſo quoted by Ruſbugerth, | 
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An, 23. James I. remembred the Invaſion in 1588, and the reſt had 
1623. been told of it, from their Fathers, with Horror: 
And this had imprinted in their Minds ſuch an An- 
tipathy to Spain, that a Match with that Crown 
muſt then have been the moſt diſagreeable Thing 

in the World to an Exgliſbman. 

But this frightful Object being in a fair Way to 

be removed, the King was the more ezfily induced 
to call a Parliament; and Writs were ſent out for 
one to meet at Veſiminſter on the 12th Day of 
February, Anno 1623, or the twenty-firſt Year of 
this Reign, according to the Advice of the Earl of 
Carliſle, which, in a Letter, he had humbly offered 
to his Majeſty. 
We cannot conclude this Volume better than 
with a Quotation from that noble Lord's Propoſal, 
ſo well calculated for the Honour of the Prince, and 
the true Intereſt of the Subject (7). It runs thus: 


The Mx ans are, briefly, theſe Three : 


© r. Let your Majeſty's Enemies ſee that the 
Lion hath Teeth and Claws? 

© 2, Next, embrace and invite a ſtrict and ſin- 
cere Friendſhip and Aſſociation with thoſe whom 
Neighbourhood and Alliance, and common Inte- 
reſt of State and Religion, have joined unto you.” 

© 3. Laſt of all, caſt off and remove all Jea- 
ones which are between your Majeſty and your 

eople.” 

e Majeſty muſt begin with the laſt; for, 
upon that Foundation, you may afterwards ſet what 
Frame of Building you pleaſe. And when ſhould 
you begin, Sir, but at this Overture of your Parlia- 
ment, by a gracious, clear, and confident Diſco- 
very of your Intentions to your People? Fear them 
not, Sir; never was there a better King, that had 
better Subjects, if your Majeſty would truſt them. 
Let them but ſee that you Jove them, and conſtantly 
rely upon their humble Advice and ready Aſſiſt- 
ance; and your Majeſty will ſee, how they will 
tear open their Breaſts to give you their Hearts $ 

| N ng 


2 Cabala, wt ſupra, 
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and having them, your Majeſty is ſure of their Aa. 2 


Hands and Purſes. Caſt but away ſome Crums of 
your Crown amongſt them, and your Majeſty will 
ſee thoſe Crums will work a Miracle ; they will 
ſatisfy many Thouſands. Give them Aſſurance 
that your Heart was always at Home, though your 
Eyes were abroad ; invite them to look forward,and 
not backward, and conſtantly maintain what with 
Confidence you undertake, and your Majeſty will 
find admirable Effects of this harmonious Concord. 
Your Majeſty as the Head directing, and your Peo- 
ple as the Hands and Feet cbeying and co-operat- 
ing for the Honour, Safety and Welfare of the 
Body of the State. This will revive and re-unite 
your Friends abroad ; diſmay and diſappoint the 
Hopes of your Enemies; ſecure your Majeſty's 
Perſon; aſſure your Eſtate ; and make your Me- 
mory glorious to Poſterity.” How far this ſa- 
lutary Advice was followed, and what Effect it had, 
will be the Subject of our next Volume. 


The END of the Firn VoLUME. 


+ James I. 
623, 


